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N.J. Hires D.C. Lawyers to
Fight $271-Mil. Tunnel Bill

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has approved NJ Transit’s
retention of a law firm to challenge
the Federal Transit Administration’s
(FTA) attempt to bill the state $271
million in connection with the
Governor’s cancellation of the $8.7-
billion commuter rail tunnel project.
The project was cancelled in Octo-
ber over $5 billion in projected cost
overruns.

The project would have enabled
NJ Transit commuters using the
Raritan Valley Line to have a one-
seat ride to New York’s Penn Station
instead of having to change trains in
Newark, as is currently done.

In canceling the tunnel project,
Governor Christie said he sought to
protect taxpayers from an “open-
ended bill” which left New Jersey
responsible for all cost overruns. The
Washington, D.C. law firm of Patton
Boggs, LLP has been retained at a
cost of $485 per hour to represent the
state in its legal challenge. The ad-
ministration has said it will argue that
the federal government is being in-
consistent in demanding repayment
from New Jersey while other states
were not billed when they halted trans-
portation projects.

“It’s not surprising that the same
Federal Transit Agency that had no
clear way to pay for cost overruns of
a project already hurt by poor plan-
ning and inequitable cost sharing is
relying on bureaucratic power plays
to wring even more money from New
Jerseyans,” Governor Christie said.
“New Jersey and its taxpayers should
not be responsible for these costs,
which is why our administration is
making every effort to fight the FTA’s
unreasonable demands. I simply can-
not allow our state to be taken advan-
tage of any further over this highly-
flawed project.”

The Governor also said he was
“gratified” to see bipartisan support

emerging from New Jersey’s Con-
gressional delegation in support of
the move to challenge the FTA and
protect New Jersey taxpayers.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) said,
“I support fully Governor Christie’s
efforts to protect New Jersey and its
taxpayers and stand ready to work
with our state’s congressional del-
egation in a bipartisan manner to en-
sure that the Garden State is not being
wrongly singled out by federal trans-
portation officials.”

Rep. Stephen Rothman (D-9th) also
questioned the federal government’s
demand for payment.

“I, too, am interested in knowing
the legal basis for the claim New
Jersey needs to repay the federal gov-
ernment,” Mr. Rothman said in re-
marks published by The Record of
Bergen County. “I want to make sure
if there is a sound legal basis for it
that New Jersey has not been singled
out for repayment if, in fact, as some
suggest, other states have been able
to cancel projects and not have to pay
back the federal government.”

New Jersey has spent $600 million
to date on the tunnel project, with
$271 million of that federal dollars,
according to published reports.
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FREE GIFT WHEN YOU OPEN A
PROVIDENT PLATINUM CHECKING ACCOUNT!*

You can’t get a better checking account than this! Provident Platinum Checking rewards you for your total 
banking relationship1 by counting your deposit and loan balances. In return, you get the best suite of benefits
Provident has to offer such as no ATM fees, .25% bonus interest rate on Provident CDs2 and your choice of a
Tailgate bag or a Hamilton Beach griddle!

FREE GIFT WHEN YOU OPEN SELECT CHECKING ACCOUNTS!*

Most of our checking accounts come with a FREE Provident Visa® Debit Card* and FREE ProvidentConnect
Online Banking and Online Bill Payment.

*Restrictions apply. Ask for details. Limit one gift per household. Does not apply to $mart Checking accounts. Checking account must be opened on or before December 31, 2010.
Account must be opened with money not already on deposit at The Provident Bank. Transfers from existing Provident accounts do not qualify. Accounts closed within six months 
of opening are subject to up to a $50 gift surcharge. Gifts available only for accounts opened at Provident’s Fanwood branch. Gift offers valid while supplies last. Gifts provided at
account opening. IRS regulations require that the value of the gifts be reported on Form 1099-INT for tax purposes. Applicable taxes are the responsibility of the account holder.
Certain fees may apply if account requirements are not met; see Personal Accounts and Service Fees brochure for details. The Provident Bank reserves the right to substitute an
item of similar value. 1Related accounts may include any Provident checking, savings, Individual Retirement Accounts, certificates of deposit, consumer mortgage loans, and 
home equity, personal, or overdraft loan/line of credit accounts. For each statement period that the combined principal balances of the Provident Platinum Checking account and
all related deposit, loan, and line of credit accounts fall below $10,000, a monthly maintenance fee of $25 will be charged to the Provident Platinum Checking account. Minimum 
to open a Provident Platinum Checking account is $50. 2 Minimum opening balance for a CD is $500. Additional Information: Substantial Bank penalties, including forfeiture 
of interest and principal, may be imposed for early withdrawal of the CD principal balance. Refer to our Certificate of Deposit disclosure for other terms and conditions.

Member FDIC

Call 1-800-448-PROV or visit www.ProvidentNJ.com
to learn more about The Provident Bank.
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$500
Your choice of a wine tote
or a food processor!
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GIFTS!
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with new
accounts*

$1,000
Open with

or more
Your choice of a knife 

set or a lightweight 
stadium seat!

CELEBRATING LOCATION: Fanwood - 206 South Avenue
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Democrats to Choose
Replacement for Proctor

COUNTY - Democratic Party lead-
ers will meet Monday, December 13,
to select a new freeholder to fill a
vacancy left by the resignation of
Rick Proctor. Mr. Proctor resigned
earlier this month following his elec-
tion in November as mayor of
Rahway, according to a nj.com re-
port.

Mr. Proctor was appointed to
the freeholder board in 2002 to
fill a vacancy and was subse-
quently elected to three terms.
There is one year remaining on
his current term.

“Rick did a terrific job as a free-
holder in supporting Democratic poli-
cies that assisted working families,”
said Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo in a state-
ment. “He also excelled in developing
homeland security and countywide
public safety initiatives.”

Mr. Proctor has been serving as
Rahway’s health department director
and is the health director in Scotch
Plains.

The county Democratic commit-
tee will choose an interim freeholder
December 13 at the Galloping Hill
Caterers in Union. Registered Demo-
crats can attend the event, which will
start at 7 p.m., and anyone can volun-
teer to be considered for the open
position, party Executive Director
Ryan Kuber told nj.com.

Teachers Union, Citizens
Protest Kean U. Layoffs

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Kean University’s faculty
union and community activists staged a
rally last Friday and attended Saturday’s
university board of trustees meeting to
protest the proposed layoffs of 26 non-
faculty staff members by the university.

Friday’s rally was organized by the
People’s Organization for Progress
(POP), the New Jersey chapter of the
National Organization for Women
(NOW) and the Kean Federation of
Teachers (KFT) outside state Senator
Raymond Lesniak’s (LD-20, Union)
office on Stuyvesant Avenue in Union.

A press release submitted by the
groups on Tuesday said the layoffs
targeted Kean’s  support staff to the
Exceptional Educational Opportunities
(EEO), the Spanish Speaking Program
(SSP) and the Passport Program (PP).

James Castiglione, a physics profes-
sor at Kean and KFT president, said the
groups were hoping that Sen. Lesniak
“could sponsor some legislation to re-
store some of the funding, [or] if he
could intervene directly with members
of the board of trustees — the president
[Dawood Farahi] is a friend of his —
and say ‘look, let’s sit down, let’s bring
in the representation of the union, the
students, and try to find a solution to
this problem.’”

According to Mr. Castiglione, “the
same budget cuts [are taking place at] all
of [Kean University’s] sister institutions:
Montclair, Ramapo, Rowan, William
Paterson and so on, and none of them are
laying off any employees. Only Kean
University is laying off employees.”

“The nature of these layoffs is such
that they’re happening in programs
that serve our most vulnerable stu-
dents [such as those who do not speak
English],” Mr. Castiglione elaborated,
“and if you look at the cohort of lay-
offs itself, you can see that there is
serious concerns about discrimination:
of the 12 [professional] staff [facing
layoffs], 10 are women, six are Afri-
can-American, two are Latina, [and]
several of them are among the most
senior members of our professional
staff. One person has 33 years of expe-
rience.”

Kean spokesman Stephen Hudik told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the layoffs
do not involve faculty or campus
police.“The elimination of the posi-
tions will result in approximately $2.3
million in annual savings [for the uni-
versity],” Mr. Hudik said in a follow-
up e-mail.

The board of trustees vehemently
contested the allegations that the lay-
offs were racially motivated.

“Just so the record’s clear, 46 percent
of the people being laid off are white,”
Trustee Robert Cockren told one of the

speakers at Saturday’s trustees meeting.
“So don’t come before me and tell me
that they’re all minorities, because you
don’t know what you’re talking about.”

“There is still time for the university
to divert layoffs of professional staff,”
Mr. Castiglione told the trustees. “The
additional 800-plus [full-time equiva-
lent students] for the fall is 400 more
than budgeted for, providing an unan-
ticipated $4 million-plus in revenue. It
can also be used to preserve services
and the associated positions.”

Mr. Farahi responded to Mr.
Castiglione, saying, “All it takes [to
divert the layoffs] is for [the KFT] to
send a one-sentence letter that says the
KFT will forego the 3.5-percent raise
[half of their 7 percent increase] due in
January, and none of the members of the
KFT would be laid off.”

“That’s against the law,” Mr.
Castiglione responded. “We do not have
the authority to do that. We are under a
state-wide contract.”

Mr. Castiglione later told The Leader/
Times that the contract could only be re-
negotiated at the state level, “for every-
one, for all the other institutions. The only
way that that would happen is if [the
KFT] got the sign-off from all the other
institutions, but none of [those schools]
are having layoffs.” Therefore, accord-
ing to Mr. Castiglione, the other schools
would have no reason to consent to a
salary cut for their own teachers.

Prior to the beginning of the meeting,
Kean philosophy professor Peter Pezzolo
was distributing yellow flyers to those in
attendance, when a Kean University po-
lice officer removed him from the room.

“There are other ways [the KFT] has
been trying to address this issue [of staff
layoffs], and one of them is handing out
leaflets and flyers on campus,” Mr.
Pezzolo told The Leader/Times after the
meeting, “and I was threatened with
arrest by a plainclothes campus cop for
doing nothing more than that. The per-
son I was handing the flyer to was the
vice-president of this institution.”

“[The officer] did not invoke a law,
he simply said he was following or-
ders,” Mr. Pezzolo continued. “I said,
‘what is the charge?’ He said, ‘I’m
following orders.’”

“I suggest before we jump to conclu-
sions, we really gain the information
necessary to make statements,” trustee
Linda Lewis stated in defense of the
university. “Most of [the protestors] do
not know the background.” Ms. Lewis is
African-American, and a former branch
chief of the New Jersey Department of
Education. “I don’t think you should
jump to any conclusions about our
mindset in terms of diversity regarding
the employees at this university,” Ms.
Lewis continued. “I think you need to
look at more than just the color of one’s
skin before you jump to conclusions.”

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROTESTING LAYOFFS…Kean University students and community activists
demonstrate against the proposed layoffs of staff at the university during a rally
Friday in front of Senator Ray Lesniak’s office in Union. Rally organizers say the
layoffs are “unjustified” because they involve many minority staff members.

Ten Union County Bridges
Listed as in Poor Condition
STATE — A new analysis of fed-

eral bridge data by the Tri-State Trans-
portation Campaign (TSTC) identi-
fies 202 deficient major bridges across
New Jersey. Ten of Union County’s
318 major bridges were listed as struc-
turally deficient.

Union County’s bridges that made
the report are: the Park Avenue bridge
over Route 22 in Scotch Plains, which
was built in 1956 and carries 25,000
vehicles daily; the Route 22 bridge
over Chestnut Street in Union; Route
22 eastbound bridge over the Rahway
River, and the highway’s bridge over
Burke Avenue in Union; the Route
577 bridge over Interstate 78 in
Springfield; Route 82/Morris Avenue
bridge over the Rahway River in
Springfield; the Cherry Street and
Chilton Avenue bridges over the
Elizabeth Independent Railroad in
Elizabeth; the Route 22 bridge over
Liberty Avenue in Hillside, and the
Interstate 78 westbound bridge over
Quarry Road in Springfield.

Topping the report’s list is the
Pulaski Skyway on Routes 1 & 9
over the Passaic and Hackensack
Rivers, which connects Newark
and Jersey City. Also mentioned
are the Route 3 eastbound bridge
over the Hackensack River in East
Rutherford, the Route 35 bridge
over Route 440 in Perth Amboy,
and the Garden State Parkway
ramp over Route 9 south in
Woodbridge.

“Many of these bridges [in the
report] are in need of immediate

repair or reconstruction, and indeed
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation says that nearly $850 mil-
lion in annual bridge repair spend-
ing is needed to make significant
progress toward reducing the state’s
backlog of deficient bridges,” ac-
cording to a press release issued by
the Tri-State Transportation Cam-
paign.

 “Yet the expected bankruptcy of
New Jersey’s Transportation Trust
Fund [TTF] threatens to derail
progress on improving bridges and
other critical infrastructure. Begin-
ning in July 2011, all of the gas tax
and other revenue flowing into the
TTF will be diverted to interest pay-
ments on decades’ worth of past
borrowing,” according to the TSTC.

The report comes on the heels of
a letter from the TSTC, Environ-
ment New Jersey, and New Jersey
Public Interest Research Group
(NJPIRG) urging Governor Chris
Christie to redirect the billions in
transportation funds that had been
slated for the transit tunnel project
(Access to the Region’s Core) to
transit, bridge and road repair.

Nearly eight million cars and
trucks cross New Jersey’s 202 “struc-
turally-deficient” major bridges ev-
ery day, according to the Tri-State
Transportation Campaign. The ma-
jority of the bridges are concen-
trated in the heavily populated coun-
ties of northern New Jersey. Bergen
County tops the list with 26 structur-
ally-deficient bridges, followed by
Essex and Morris Counties, with 20
and 19, respectively.

The full report is available at
www.tstc.org/reports/bandage/.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
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WINNER AGAIN !!!
New Jersey Monthly Magazine is having

the Best Of in New Jersey Contest
John’s Meat Market was voted #1 Last Year –

Let’s Keep Up the Tradition.
Place Your Christmas Orders Early!

Stop In  •  Call  •  Email Us  •  We’re Here …

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Serving the Community for 71 years

More Than Just a Great Butcher Shop

If You Eat Meat, You’ll Love John’s Meat Market!

 www.johnsmarket.com

389 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ

John’s is offering the following

Western Fed Pork Chops $2.99 / lb.
Western Fed St. Louis Spare Ribs $3.99 / lb.
“Bone In” Penn Dutch Chicken Breast $1.99 / lb.
“Prime Peter Lugar”

Boneless Sirloin Steaks $8.99 / lb.
Taylor Pork Roll – Sliced To Order $4.99 / lb.
U.S.D.A. Prime Skirt Steaks $2.00 Off Each One
Western Fed Pork Tenderloins $4.99 / lb.
Fresh Salmon $1.00 Off Sale
Prime Flank Steaks $6.99 / lb.
Extra Lean Store Made

Hamburger Patties $15.99 / 5 lb. Box of 20
Penn Dutch Chicken Cutlets $2.99 / lb.

December Specials:

908-322-7126

YOU PICKED THE WINNER LAST YEAR...
...TIME TO PICK THE


