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Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAKE AND HOE HO HO...The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield held its
“Deck the Halls” Holiday House Tour last weekend, featuring innovative ideas for
holiday decorating. Pictured above is a Victorian Christmas Tree comprised of
hand-crafted ornaments alongside a sleigh full of elegantly wrapped packages at
a Kimball Avenue residence. See article on page 19.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A PERSONAL TOUCH...Grant Crandall helps a child make a holiday craft at
the 4H Club Holiday Craft night on Friday at the Westfield Municipal
Building.

The plan also outlines steps for stu-
dents to foster responsibility and pro-
mote student self-advocacy. Finally,
the plan points out that the Westfield
school system should be, on a regular
basis, maximizing its fiscal resources.

Ms. Dolan noted that an example of
this would include the four energy-
star awards earned in 2009. She noted
that conserving energy is not only
“helping the environment but saving
the district money.”

After the presentation, board mem-
ber Jane Clancy thanked the council
for putting the plan together. She
stated, “This plan was worth the wait.
It is a powerful plan that embodies
our core values and keeps us focused.
I am so excited.”

Board member David Finn asked
Ms. Dolan how the plan will be moni-
tored and how progress of the plan
will be tracked. She responded by
saying that part of the plan would have
a checklist system to monitor progress.

In other business, Mr. Finn an-
nounced that the Facilities Committee
was considering naming the high
school baseball field after the late Bob
Brewster, Sr. He stated that Mr.
Brewster had been part of the Westfield
community for more than 50 years
and had spent more than 25 years in
the football program and almost as
many in the basketball program.

It was noted that he had served for
10 years on the recreation commis-
sion and spent 40 years in the Athletic
Boosters club. It was also noted that
Mr. Brewster and his wife gave annu-
ally to a high school scholarship. Sandy
Mamary, supervisor of athletics for
the high school, stated that Mr.
Brewster had also been one of the
founding members of the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame. She stated that
Mr. Brewster was “very dedicated to
the youth of Westfield sports.” She
added “it would be more than appro-

priate to dedicate a field to a man of his
character.”

Resident Mike Murray echoed these
sentiments, stating “The way he
coached my kids and other kids made
me a better parent.”

Many of Mr. Brewster’s family
members were in attendance of the
meeting, including his son, Daryl
Brewster, who thanked members of
the Facilities Committee for their con-
sideration.

Mrs. Walker stated that the recom-
mendation for the dedication has to go
through the Facilities Committee and
would probably be on the agenda
sometime in February.

In other business, Richard Mattessich
announced that because of the labor
and expense in restoring the district’s
roofs to date, there have been no bids
received on the solar-panel project. He
said there had been companies that
have come to seek information on the
project but that no bids came before the
November 30 deadline. He noted that
he was in the process of reaching out to
some of those companies.

Last month, members of the BOE
unanimously voted to allocate an ad-
ditional $10,000 for the solar-panel
project, which was set to award a bid
before the New Year.

During prior meetings Mr.
Mattessich had reported that the Build-
ing and Grounds Committee had met
and discussed the possibility of cover-
ing all schools in the district with solar
panels, thus reducing energy costs for
the Westfield schools in the future. He
had stated that this solar-panel project
would also include much-needed roof
repair for the Westfield Schools. Mr.
Mattessich also stated that the project
was moving forward at an aggressive
pace, to utilize grant monies that would
otherwise expire on December 31.

The next BOE meeting is scheduled
for December 14 at 8 p.m.
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Dolan’s decision on whether to re-
turn to the district.

When asked if the governor’s edict
on superintendent pay factored into
negotiations, Ms. Walker said,
“Absolutely. The superintendent also
needed to research how it impacted
her…She did the research and let us
know that she would have to retire
because of what it (the governor’s
proposal) would do to her pension
calculations.”

Defending the superintendent, Ms.
Cary said, “Dr. Dolan has not acted
like a free agent. She hasn’t criss-
crossed the state just to earn pension-
able dollars. She’s been here for 15
years. She’s dedicated to Westfield.
Westfield’s her life.”

Ms. Dolan, who has been employed
in the education field for more than
30 years, currently earns $195,718 –
a salary she would have continued to
receive for the 2010-2011 and 2011-
2012 school years under the terms of
the now-rejected contract. That con-
tract also would have bumped up her
salary 2 percent for the 2012-2013
year, to $199,632. In 2013-2014, fol-
lowing another year-over-year in-

crease, the salary would reach
$203,625. Her maximum salary, in
the 2014-2015 school year, would
reach $207,700.

Ms. Walker said the BOE spent the
entire summer and the early fall oper-
ating under the premise of the
governor’s first proposal ($175,000
cap).

“We always felt that we were in the
same ballpark as the governor’s pro-
posal,” Ms. Walker said. “The salary
that has been approved by the BOE is
within a few dollars, arguably, of
what the governor is authorizing dis-
tricts to pay. This seems like a reason-
able response to the need to keep a
superintendent.”

New BOE member Mitch Slater
said, “There’s no precedent to [the
cap]. The governors of New Jersey
have never stepped foot into telling
school districts who they should hire
as superintendents and what they
should get paid…Margaret Dolan is
the right person for our district, and
quite frankly, the board unanimously
voted her to stay in, with the approval
of the Union County Superintendent
[Ms. Centuolo], and she deserves to
stay in this job. To me, the way I see
it is very open-and-shut.”

“This is a new level of
micromanagement,” said Ms. Cary,
who referred to the superintendent-
pay hearings occurring statewide as
merely “pro forma.”

Considering the meager state aid
(half of 1 percent of its $90-million
budget) that Westfield gets from Tren-
ton, she added, “We are really fund-
ing ourselves. Local taxpayers fund
this school system, and now you have
a governor coming in and saying,
‘Out of the money you have raised,
this is the portion you can spend on a
superintendent.’ That seems unfair to
me.”

With the BOE and Ms. Dolan com-
ing to an agreement in early Novem-
ber, on November 4, BOE attorney
Phil Stern spoke to Ms. Centuolo,
who gave verbal agreement and said,
“Go ahead,” Ms. Cary detailed.

“And we did, and we thought we
were done,” Ms. Cary added.

Then, on December 1, Ms.
Centuolo wrote to the BOE, rejecting
the contract. When asked why she
would give her blessing to the deal
and allow the BOE to proceed before
denying the contract outright a month
later, Ms. Cary said, “That’s a very
good question; you should ask
her…she did an about-face.”

BOE members also said that they
were not aware of the county
superintendent’s denial until The Wall
Street Journal contacted them for
comment. The short letter from Ms.
Centuolo simply states that the BOE
must void the agreement by Decem-
ber 15 and inform the county
superintendent’s office in writing.

Speaking to The Leader by phone
on Tuesday night, Alan Guenther,
spokesman for the N.J. DOE, said,
“The letter that was released speaks
for itself; she (Ms. Centuolo) wants
them to abide by the law…She stands
by the letter that she wrote. She did
not approve the contract.”

In addition, in a press release from
the governor’s press office, dated
December 3, it reads, “And some

districts, like Parsippany and
Westfield, are even attempting to cir-
cumvent the caps by pursuing con-
tract extensions to lock in these ex-
pensive superintendent contracts and
reject the savings it would bring to
taxpayers for years.”

The Westfield BOE disagrees with
those charges. “We followed all the
statutes and procedures that were
required of us,” Ms. Walker said.
“So we need to continue to stay the
course. We don’t want to do any-
thing that is contrary to the law. We
are not ignoring this (Ms. Centuolo’s
letter).”

“We didn’t hear what we did
wrong,” Ms. Walker said. “We re-
ceived no guidance, only that we need
a vote to rescind [the contract.]”

Ms. Cary agreed that the superin-
tendent cap has been a “moving tar-
get,” and she wished to make the
points that, “We (as a board) did not
go rogue…and she (Ms. Dolan) did
not get a raise.”

The BOE members were asked if
they were getting the message from
the public that while they are pleased
with their kids’ education, they are
worried about their rising taxes.

Responding, Mr. Slater said, “Ab-
solutely. People are concerned; I was
concerned; that’s one of the reasons I
ran for the BOE. But you have to
balance it between maintaining a
strong school system and doing what
is fair for the students of town as well
as doing what’s fair for the taxpayers
of town.”

When asked how the board intends
to cope with the 2-percent budget-
cap edict by the governor next year,
in view of the fact that the board, this
year, awarded the teachers’ union a
three-year contract with 4-percent
raises each year, Mr. Slater said, “We
are currently in negotiation with the
teachers’ union.”

On Monday night, the BOE met in
executive session with its lawyer, Mr.
Stern, to go over what options might
be available to the board, based on
Ms. Centuolo’s letter. Mr. Stern laid
out the options available, and the
board is continuing to look at what it
will do before December 16.

One option would be to sue. The
Parsippany-Troy Hills Board of Edu-
cation has sued in response to the
Morris County Superintendent’s Of-
fice rejecting a contract that would
pay its superintendent $234,065 by
the end of the contract.

Ms. Walker said the board could
also “do what it was told” and vote to
rescind the previous contract. She
also said there are other options that
are “not as obvious.”

“We don’t know what’s going to
happen on the 15th,” Ms. Cary said.

“Stay tuned,” Mr. Slater said.

Westfield BOE Seeks to Clarify
Its Position on Dolan Contract
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onship in pole vaulting.
The council noted that Deerfield

School in Mountainside, which Jus-
tin attended, may no longer offer
track and field to its students. Mayor
Mirabelli said it was a “shame” and
that they needed to look into bringing
track and field back. One potential
option is having the borough’s recre-
ation department take over Deerfield’s
track and field program.

The council requested to have a
discussion on the Mountainside Fire
Department placed on the agenda for
the work session in January. The de-
partment is requesting the purchase of
additional vehicles. Members will an-
swer questions then regarding their
current apparatus and additional needs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside

SP Council Names
LaCosta RVSA Head

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday appointed
Robert LaCosta as the township’s
new representative to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA).
He will assume his position on Feb-
ruary 1 and succeed Joan Papen, who
has served as an RVSA commissioner
for 15 years.

Mrs. Papen has technically been a
holdover appointment since Febru-
ary of this year, meaning Mr. LaCosta
will be serving four years of the five-
year term. Last month, the council
held a brief discussion about the
RVSA appointee, with Councilman
Kevin Glover asking his colleagues
to consider appointing resident Daniel
Sullivan as Mrs. Papen’s replacement.
Mr. Sullivan serves on the township’s
rescue squad.

In naming Mr. LaCosta, the
township’s zoning officer and con-
struction official, Mayor Nancy
Malool said it would be helpful to
“have a new set of eyes” and a “fresh
perspective” at the utility, which has
had some operational and financing
issues that have been reported in the
media in recent months, including
problems with the facility’s new co-
generation plant in Linden.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance that requires the
removal of any underground tanks,
such as ones that were used to store
home heating oil, before a property is
sold.

Earlier, at its conference meeting,
the council heard a brief presentation
from representatives of the Newmark
School, a special-needs school with
facilities in Plainfield and Carteret.
The school is interested in develop-
ing the existing building at 1000 Cel-
lar Avenue and consolidating its ser-
vices there.

The school’s attorney, Steve Hehl,
said some changes in the local zoning
requirements would be necessary,
namely regarding the minimum lot
size for schools. The property itself is
about five acres, while zoning require-
ments call for schools to have about
five to six acres. Mr. Hehl said the
school would require no more than
about an acre to meet its unique needs.

Council members, while receptive,
said they would discuss the matter
further before making any zoning-
change recommendations to the plan-
ning board.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HERE COMES SANTA...Santa Claus arrives  with the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment to greet children during Saturday’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony in
the borough.

Ho! Ho! Ho! to Everyone
I just wanted to take this opportu-

nity to thank the children of all ages
who came out to see me at the Holi-
day Celebration in Scotch Plains this
past Sunday. It was great to see so
many people come out on a beautiful,
chilly day. Mrs. Claus and I had a lot
of fun meeting so many great chil-
dren and their families.

I want to thank the many people
who made my visit possible. Thanks
to the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Department of Public Works and Rec-
reation Department for helping to set
up the event and also allowing it to run
smoothly. Thank you to the Scotch
Plains Police Department for keeping
everyone safe. Thanks also to the vol-
unteer elves for making it a fun day. A
special thank you goes to Mayor
[Nancy] Malool for lighting the beau-
tiful Christmas tree in Alan Augustine
Park. I know Mayor Malool is not

crazy about heights, but she was a real
trooper up in the cherry picker.

A special thank you goes to SPBPA
President Lisa Mohn of Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop for planning the
event. Thanks also go to the rest of
the volunteers of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion for helping to make the day a
wonderful success. Lisa’s tireless ef-
forts have made the event a great
success for many years.

I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies (chocolate
chip or peanut butter) and milk (1
percent please – Mrs. Claus says I
need to lose some weight) on Christ-
mas Eve! And please don’t forget the
carrots for the reindeer.

Sincerely,
Santa Claus
North Pole

FW Council Readies Measure
That Would Limit Nail Salons

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The borough
council’s last monthly agenda meet-
ing of the calendar year, Tuesday
night, featured a discussion about the
number of nail salons downtown.

The governing body, at next week’s
regular meeting, will consider an or-
dinance amendment that would pro-
hibit new nail salons from opening
within Fanwood’s downtown district;
existing salons would be
“grandfathered,” permitting them to
keep doing business.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
said, “The town is getting inundated
with nail salons.”

“I personally think…it’s a little
crazy, to be honest with you,” Mayor
Colleen Mahr said.

Earlier this year, the mayor said
her intention was to encourage a va-
riety of businesses downtown, espe-
cially given ongoing redevelopment
efforts.

Tuesday night, Mayor Mahr said,
“All people see are dry cleaners and
nail salons” when driving through
the borough.

During discussion of the proposed
amendment, Councilman Anthony
Parenti asked, “Aren’t we restricting
trade at the same time?”

“You’re doing that now,” responded
Mr. Estis, noting that the borough
currently prohibits a range of busi-
nesses, from fast-food restaurants and
massage parlors to arcades, tattoo
parlors and pawn shops.

Speaking during public comments,
resident and former council candi-
date Jason Bendedict said, “I would
worry about looking restrictive [to
the business community]…as you try
to grow the downtown.”

Councilman Robert Manduca, who
said he shared the mayor’s concern
about having too many nail salons
downtown, also asked, “Do we want
vacancy to be the primary business of

the downtown, as opposed to nail
salons?”

Mayor Mahr emphasized, “We’re
not restricting [nail salons] in
Fanwood, just in a restricted
area…where there’s heavy competi-
tion.”

“We’re a small town; five nail sa-
lons within a spit’s throw is suffi-
cient,” the mayor said.

Resident Michael Lewis said,
“This is something I don’t think we
need a law for; competition
works…the market can take care of
this one.”

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler
agreed, stating, “The market is work-
ing,” and suggested that nail salons
not performing quality work will not
stay in business very long.

Councilwoman Wheeler also
pointed to a proposed amendment to
the borough’s redevelopment plan,
also on next week’s regular meeting
agenda, and suggested revising it to
“take out nail salons as a permitted
use.”

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Dominic Carrino briefed the gov-
erning body about planned capital
improvements.

Mr. Carrino said the Belvidere Av-
enue reconstruction project is “on
hold” until spring, given the approach
of winter. He said the contractor has
agreed to hold the price.

Also, Mr. Carrino said the recon-
struction of Watson Road would be-
gin only after any necessary sewer
repairs are identified and completed.

Mr. Carrino also spoke about plans
to renovate the exterior of the
firehouse adjacent to Borough Hall.

He said specifications call for about
$25,000 worth of siding, trim, roof-
ing, and façade improvements. The
borough plans to seek quotes from
local businesses for the firehouse
project; if the quotes are more than
$25,000, the job would have to be
publicly bid, officials said.

Mr. Carrino concluded his engi-
neering report with an update on the
old Rocco’s Tavern property on Terrill
Road.

Plans and specifications for demo-
lition of the vacant and foreclosed
site are expected to be finalized by
the end of the week, he said.

After that, the borough expects to
get bids in early January and award a
contract at the governing body’s Janu-
ary 11 meeting.

A lien in the amount of demolition
expenses incurred by the borough
will be placed on the property.

Mayor Mahr also wants Mr. Carrino
to offer input on possible uses for a
$50,000 Union County kids’ recre-
ation grant the borough has been
awarded.

Mayor Mahr said one idea is to use
the money to draft a parks “master
plan” to “get it on paper [and] pro-
vide more vision…for our parks.”
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Courtesy of Dave Roth and family
LIGHTING THE NIGHT...A star-filled night served as the setting for the annual Roth Family Christmas Tree lighting in
Fanwood at the intersection of Coriell Avenue and Second Street. December 4 found more than 125 neighbors, family and
friends count down the lighting of the 23-foot blue spruce.  The tree is illuminated with more than 9,600 sparkling white lights.
The blue spruce was four-feet tall when the Roths added it to their landscape in 1990.


