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CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

ANNUAL
50% OFF SALE

BEGINS MONDAY JULY 26TH

@ 9:00AM

Including Selected - Giftware, Home Decor,

Frames, Greeting Cards, Jewelry,

Silk Wreaths, Doormats, Rugs, Baskets,

Cachepots, Shelves & much more

Christmas has arrived at Christoffers

Come see the magic

behind the windows.

Beautiful Flowers, Gifts,

& Home Decor to fit

every budget.

Free Parking

Free Gift wrapping

And as always.. free

advice.

December 10-12
Fri 12/10

Sat 10/9, 10/16, 10/23: 8p

Sun Mat 10/17: 2p

New! Purchase tickets online at:
www.cdctheatre.org

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
presents

STUART LITTLE.  A full length musical based on the book by E.B. White.  Adapted for stage 

by Joseph Robinette.  Music by Ronna Frank.  Lyrics by Joseph Robinette & Ronna Frank. 

December 10-12
Fri 7:30p

Sat 1:30p, 4:30p, 7:30p
Sun 1:30p, 4:30p

New! Purchase tickets online:
www.cdctheatre.org

STUART LITTLE

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

Teen Arts Exhibit
On Display at Eliz. Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders have
announced that the 2010 Teen Arts
Traveling Exhibit is on display at the
Freeholders Gallery, on the sixth floor
of the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth, from now
through December 22, during regular
weekday office hours.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces of
art selected from more than 700 vi-
sual-art works shown at the 2010 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March at Union County College in
Cranford. The Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the

Department of Parks and Community
Renewal administers the annual event.

The exhibiting students are:
Mountainside: Deerfield Middle

School, Jodie Zheng; Scotch Plains:
Union County Vo-Tech, Esha Lezama;
Westfield: Edison Intermediate
School, Lucia Liu; Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, Anna Centrella.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth or
call (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay service
users should call 711 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

For Art’s Sake Benefit
Moves to Spring 2011
SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Cen-

ter of New Jersey’s annual For Art’s
Sake benefit will move from late fall
to early spring, beginning in 2011, to
become a three-day weekend event
from April 1 to 3.

During its first four years, For Art’s
Sake was an evening affair high-
lighted by the Blank Canvas Benefit
of auctioned original artwork span-
ning a variety of genres by artists
from across the country.

For Art’s Sake: See Art. Buy Art.
Make Art will launch on Friday, April
1, with a bus trip to the homes of two
noted private collectors of contem-
porary art followed by a dessert re-
ception and silent-auction preview at
the Art Center.

Saturday, April 2, will feature the
popular evening Blank Canvas Ben-
efit and silent auction. The event con-
cludes on Sunday, April 3, when the
Art Center hosts an open house for
families. Event proceeds will benefit
the Art Center’s exhibitions and pro-
grams.

For Art’s Sake will be the major
fundraising event the Art Center holds
during the year. To learn more, visit
artcenternj.org

FOR THE SAKE OF ART…For Art’s Sake guest curator Ann Schaffer, left, and
event co-chairs Estelle Fournier and Jenny Reinhardt, right, announced changes
to the fundraiser’s format. See release at lower right to learn more.

Carriage House Series
Celebrates 12th Anniversary
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and the Carriage House Po-
etry Series have invited the public to a
free concert and poetry reading on
Tuesday, December 14, at 8 p.m. in the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.

This event marks the 12th anniver-
sary of the Carriage House Poetry
Series. The evening will begin with
music by Fanwood resident Brian
Celardo, followed by a poetry perfor-
mance by attorney Raymond S.
Londa.

Mr. Celardo is a founding member
of the acoustic folk/blues duo, Angst
For The Memory. Mr. Celardo devel-
oped his acoustic blues, jazz and im-
provisational techniques while work-
ing with the late, Michael Higgins.
These days, Mr. Celardo continues
expanding his musical horizons with
multiple projects in the works, in-

cluding an original act in partnership
with a new lyricist. He also plays lead
and rhythm guitar in the popular lo-
cal band, Covr2Covr.

Mr. Londa is a partner in the Eliza-
beth firm of Londa & Londa. He has
been practicing law in Union County
for more than 40 years and is a past
president of the Union County Bar
Association and the New Jersey State
Bar Foundation. Mr. Londa has been
a member of numerous committees
appointed by the Supreme Court of
New Jersey.

In 2008, he was awarded the Daniel
J. O’Hern Award from the New Jer-
sey Commission on Professionalism
in the Law. His spirited poetry recita-
tions from memory (especially the
works of Robert Service) will be fea-
tured on December 14.

With this event, the Carriage House
Poetry Series celebrates its 12th year
at the Kuran Arts Center. For more
information, call (908) 889-7223 or
(908) 889-5298. For online direc-
tions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Chansonettes Holiday Tour
Gets Underway on Dec. 6

The Chansonettes is an all-
women’s choral group that began
more than 60 years ago. Currently,
the group, which performs a holiday
and spring concert series each year,
rehearses once a week at the Presby-
terian Church on Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda.

The group is always looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends. Anyone need-
ing more information regarding the
upcoming concerts, interested in join-
ing the group or booking a future
concert may call presidents, Jackie
Costello at (908) 789-5819 or Amy
Herrington at (908) 317-5910.

FCC Hosts Mid-Day
Musicales This Wed.
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, continues its
series of Mid-Day Musicales on
Wednesday, December 8, with a pro-
gram by the husband-and-wife team
of celebrated marimba artist Greg
Giannascoli and pianist Yukyung
Kim.

These half-hour noon concerts are
presented free in the church sanctu-
ary and are followed by a soup-and-
sandwich lunch available in the
church’s social hall for $7.

Mr. Giannascoli is a faculty mem-
ber at Juilliard Pre-College and is
also the coordinator of the percus-
sion department at New Jersey City
University. He has presented master
classes at some of the top music
schools including the Juilliard School
and The Manhattan School of Music.

South Korean-born pianist Ms. Kim
started playing at age 4. By age 5, she
was performing public recitals and
played a live broadcast recital on
Korean Broadcast System radio. She
received a full scholarship to attend
Dong-Eui University, studying with
Sunhye Park, where she earned her
Bachelor of Music degree in piano
performance with high honors.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Liberty Hall Museum
Spreads Holiday Cheer

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum at
Kean University will celebrate the Yule-
tide season with a series of special
events throughout  December. Designed
for young children and their families,
visitors to the museum will enjoy holi-
day activities in the historic Victorian
mansion of New Jersey’s first elected
governor, William Livingston.

On December 4 and 11, Liberty Hall
presents the Gingerbread Workshop.
Recommended for children ages 7 to
12, children are provided with the ma-
terials and instruction to design and
build their own edible houses of gin-
gerbread, candy canes, gumdrops and
more. The fee is $17 per child at two
sessions each day from 10 to 11:30
a.m. and from noon to 1:30 p.m.

A Christmas Tree Ornament Work-
shop will be held on December 5 from
10 a.m. to noon for $10 per person.
Participants will create old-fashioned
ornaments to adorn the Christmas tree
in the museum’s Great Hall. Guestswill
bring  bring two decorations with them
and leave two for display on the Liberty
Hall tree.

Santa Claus will be on hand for
photo opportunities when he takes his
sleigh to Liberty Hall on December 12
for Breakfast with Santa. Naughty or
nice, all are welcome to enjoy a visit
with St. Nick and a delicious hot break-
fast filled with cheer and tasty treats.

For $20 per child and $25 per adult,
two seatings are available at 8 to 10

a.m. and 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. In-
spired by the beloved Dr. Seuss classic,
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas,”
Liberty Hall prepares a Whoville Feast
on December 19 from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. and from 2 to 4 p.m.

Guests will dine on Grinchy grub
that includes “roastbeast on a bun, Seuss
spuds and Cindy Lou Who cider.” Ad-
mission is $20 for children and $25 for
their adults. Afternoon Teas are offered
every Wednesday of the month from 2
to 4 p.m. (December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29).

The Christmas-themed socials are
perfect for sipping tea and lunching on
finger sandwiches and desserts while
relaxing in the glass-enclosed porch
overlooking Liberty Hall’s formal En-
glish gardens. Reservations are required
for all events.

Liberty Hall Museum and the Kean
University Center for Leadership and
Service will collect items for Toys for
Tots this holiday season. Kean urges
the community to help the needy young
people in Union County by bringing an
unwrapped gift for children ages up
to15 to Liberty Hall’s Blue House or to
drop locations throughout the campus
now until December 15.

Liberty Hall is located at 1003 Mor-
ris Avenue in Union. It is open to the
public Monday through Saturday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For reservations and
further information, call (908) 527-
0400, e-mail libertyhall@kean.edu or
visit kean.edu/libertyhall.

Comm. Band, Broadway
Singers Present Concert

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band and the Edison In-
termediate School Broadway Sing-
ers will celebrate the holiday season
in the 20th Annual Holiday Concert,
sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department.

The concert will be held on Wednes-
day, December 8, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Edison Intermediate School audito-
rium, located at 800 Rahway Avenue
in Westfield.

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas
Connors, will perform a variety of
selections highlighting the holidays
in different cultures along with tradi-
tional favorites. Highlights for the
evening include “Shalom” by Philip
Sparke, “Christmas Music for Winds”
and “The Most Wonderful Time of
the Year,” arranged by John Moss.

The band will be joined in concert
by the Edison Intermediate School

Broadway Singers, with Co-Direc-
tors Kristine Smith-Morasso and
Kenneth Horn. The choir will per-
form a selection of holiday favorites
such as “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa
Claus,” “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”
and “My Grown-Up Christmas List.”

The Broadway Singers is an extra-
curricular singing group made up of
select seventh- and eighth-grade stu-
dents that tour regularly outside the
school district. They will join the com-
munity band in presenting a finale of
the Irving Berlin classic, “White Christ-
mas.” Pre-show entertainment will be-
gin at 7:10 p.m., provided by the per-
formance group “Sax Forte” with mem-
bers of the Westfield Community Band.

The concert is free to the public.
For further information regarding the
holiday concert, contact the Westfield
Recreation Department at (908) 789-
4080 or go to the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

Musical Club to Feature
Cranford Madrigal Choir

PREPARATION…The Cranford High School Madrigal Choir, led by Director
Anthony Rafaniello, rehearses in preparation for its December 8 performance for
the Musical Club of Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present a program of
holiday music on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 8, at 1 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield. Featured on the program
will be the Cranford High School Mad-
rigal Choir and the husband-and-wife
piano duo, Carolle-Ann Mochernuk
and Paul Kueter.

Opening the program will be The
Madrigal Choir, Cranford High
School’s top performing ensemble.
Led by director Anthony Rafaniello,
the 13 auditioned students will per-
form a varied program of renaissance
and baroque music, folk songs, tradi-
tional Christmas carols and Hanuk-
kah songs.

Included on the program will be
“Fair Phyllis I Saw” by renaissance
composer John Farmer; “O Little One
Sweet” by J. S. Bach; “Riu Riu Chiu”
and “Fum Fum Fum,” two Spanish
carols; “S’vivon” and “Mi Y’Maliel,”
two Hanukkah songs, as well as other
selections.

Representing some of Cranford’s
most talented young musicians, the
choir consistently receives “Superior”
ratings and has been invited to per-
form all over the country, including at
Carnegie Hall.

Also on the program, Mr. Kueter
and Ms. Mochernuk will perform
Gabriel Fauré’s Dolly, Op. 56 for pi-
ano four hands. This suite of six charm-
ing pieces was written for Hélène, the
daughter of singer Emma Bardac,

whose nickname was Dolly. The first
piece was written for her first birthday
in 1894, and other pieces were added
for subsequent birthdays and other
special occasions.

Mr. Kueter and Ms. Mochernuk
have concertized in the U.S.,
Canada and Europe since the for-
mation of their musical partner-
ship in 1985. Their repertoire
ranges from the classics to con-
temporary to Mr. Kueter’s four-
hand arrangements of American
musical theater, and they have re-
leased two compact discs.

The chairman for the program is
Merrilyn Crane. The performance
is free and open to the public. Re-
freshments will be served after the
program, to give those in atten-
dance the opportunity to meet the
performers.

To learn more, call (908) 232-2173.

Oratorio Presents
Concert in Montclair
AREA – The Oratorio Society of

New Jersey will present its next
concert at 7:30 p.m on Tuesday,
December 7 at the Church of The
Immaculate Conception on 30
South Fullerton Avenue in
Montclair.

The concert will feature soloists, a
string quartet, chorus and organ mu-
sic. The event is free. For further
information, call (973) 783-3837 or
visit oratorionsocietynj.org.

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield’s holiday concert tour,
entitled “Share the Season,” begins
December 6 and continues through
December 15, with concerts at
Chelsea of Warren, Spring Meadows
in Summit, Chelsea Fanwood, Win-
chester Gardens in Maplewood and
ends with the final concert for the
season at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital.

The program will feature songs
celebrating the Christmas and
Hanukah holidays along with some
winter fun in song, including “ Rockin
Around the Christmas Tree,” “Bidi
Bom,” “Hey, Mr. Santa,” “Do You
Hear What I Hear?” and “Born to
Shop.”

There’s a Mouse in the (CDC) House
BY SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – If there is a correla-
tion between a director’s enthusiasm
and the success of a show, Ty Jacobs’
production of Stuart Little should be a
sold-out, smash hit. The exuberant
director spoke of the upcoming show,
to be presented at Cranford Dramatic
Club’s Community Playhouse the
weekend of December 10 -12.

“The movie version was an abomi-
nation,” Mr. Jacobs said in an inter-
view at the theater last week, “But in
this version, we are very true to the
E.B.White novel.”

The play version
of which he speaks
is adapted for the
stage by Joseph
Robinette. His vi-
sion for the show is
clear.

“When CDC
first wanted to do
the show, I told
them I needed it
colorful yet realis-
tic,” he said. Pri-
mary colors of red,
blue, and green will
dominate the sets.
He pointed to his
own custom-made
sneakers that were
comprised only of those colors and
laughed. “I got these in honor of the
primary colors’ theme.”

Mr. Jacobs confesses to being a
“big kid at heart” and is thoroughly
enjoying directing a production that
is intergenerational. “We have kids
age 10 through a person who is al-
most 80.”

Area actors will play a bird, a mouse
– Stuart (Westfield resident
Emmanuelle Nadeau), a dog and some
cats. The cats will be dressed and
made up in homage to Broadway’s
musical production Cats. Handling
the hair and makeup to bring about the
desired effect is Michael Miguel. Re-
portedly, the animals will look like
high-budget Hollywood types with
feathers, whiskers and fur. “Stuart will

have a prosthetic mouse nose and
moleskin on his arms that suggest a
light fur,” Mr. Jacobs continued.

“Stuart has all of these adventures
throughout the play,” the director ex-
plained. “They parallel those of the
shy, intellectual childhood of author
E.B.White, who lived in New York
city and Connecticut. In each scene,
he (Stuart) learns something about
himself or they learn something from
him.”

“Knowing the size of your soul and
heart” is a recurrent theme.

“The children – as well as their
parents and grand-
parents – will note
that Stuart learns
that his size is not a
deterrent to his
dreams,” he said.
The music, com-
posed by Ronna
Frank, is an inte-
gral part of this
show, which is di-
rected by Ruslan
Odintsov, a classi-
cal pianist from the
Ukraine. The vo-
cals and piano ac-
companiment will
be augmented by a
s e n i o r - c i t i z e n
drummer and a

teenage bass guitarist. Director Jacobs
himself will lend his talents with flute
and trombone musical accents.

He admitted that the upcoming per-
formance schedule will be a grueling
one. “It will be a challenge to keep
everyone up for the performances,
especially on Saturday (December 11)
with three shows in one day,” he said.

Noting that he and producer Bill
Chamis have been working on the show
for the last two months,Mr. Jacobs said
Stuart Little will entertain the whole
family. “We’ve got it all in this show,”
Mr. Jacobs said with a gleam in his eye.
“The energy of the young kids is con-
tagious, and when you combine that
with the theatrical experience of the
adults, it’s a great recipe for a good time
for people of all ages.”

Emmanuelle Nadeau of Westfield
as Stuart Little
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http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

