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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
SAVULICH, SALERNO, JAKUBIK, LUPIN LED THE WAY

Lady Soccer Cougars Faced
Challenging Rebuilding Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was no surprise to Head Coach
Jen Michewicz, after graduating 14
players from last year’s Union County
Tournament (UCT) championship
team, that the Cranford High School
girls soccer team was going to face a
rigorous rebuilding season, while
taking plenty of lumps.

In their glorious 2009 season, the
Lady Cougars stunned No. 3-ranked
Westfield, 1-0, in the UCT semifi-
nals then followed up by dethroning
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF), also
by a 1-0 score. The Cougars went on
to win their first sectional game be-
fore falling, 2-1, to Millburn and
finishing with a 17-3-1 record.

Not only did the Lady Cougars

have a target on their back from being
county champions, but they also had
to endure a very tough schedule.
Twice they had to face the SPF Raid-
ers, winners of five of the past six
UCT titles – their only loss, of course,
being to the Cougar girls last year.

Additionally, a double session with
the Westfield Blue Devils, this year’s
UCT runners-up who were looking
for revenge, did not help matters. The
Lady Cougars also had to do battle
twice with a very tough A.L. Johnson
Crusader squad and once with the
Union Catholic Viking girls.

A light at the end of the tunnel of
learning flickered, however, when the
Lady Cougars defeated rival Gover-
nor Livingston once and dueled to a
tie in the other meeting. Another shin-

ing light was a victory over the Roselle
Catholic Lady Lions in the UCT.

“Being in the top tier of the divi-
sion was very challenging, being that
we saw the top-six teams in the county
twice throughout the season,” Coach
Michewicz said. “We were proud to
be able to play some of these games
to close, 1-0 and 2-0 loses. Both our
win and tie against Governor
Livingston were highlights of the
season, as well as our win against
Roselle Catholic in the county tour-
nament.”

Coach Michewicz relied on the
assistance of senior co-captain/cen-
ter midfielder Julianne Salerno and
junior center midfielder/co-captain
Madison Savulich.

PAPANDREA RUSHED 1,024 FOR 21 TDs, 4 TDs PASSING

Football Cougars Had 3 Close
Losses, Finished Season, 6-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One thing for sure this season, the
Cranford High School football team
had a chance to win every game it
played. With a veteran squad of 15
seniors, the Cougars avenged four
losses from the year before, lost two
games by one point, dropped a come-
from-behind thriller by four points
and became the victim of a strategy-
changing, 90-yard kickoff return to
finish with a 6-4 record.

“We played good football every
week. I don’t know that we had a
season since my first year where I
feel that we did that,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said. “They
came prepared every week. This is
the first year that we really could
have won every game that we played.”

The Cougars began their season in
glorious fashion by thrashing the A.L.

Johnson Crusaders, 43-20, in Clark
to avenge a burning 28-21, overtime
setback from last year.

The following week, the Cougars
marched into Glen Gardner and
cruised to a 35-6 victory over
Voorhees. Misfortune, however,
popped up on September 24 when the
visiting North Plainfield Canucks
snapped a 14-14 tie with a 90-yard
kickoff return en route to a 28-14
win.

Next came a 21-14 win over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. In that game, se-
nior quarterback Joey Papandrea
rushed for three touchdowns and jun-
ior defensive back Walter James had
a pair of interceptions. The Cougars
went on to defeat Governor
Livingston (GL), 42-24, in Berkeley
Heights. Both teams had defeated the
Cougars last year.

After the Cougars lost a 21-20
heartbreaker on a missed extra point
to Rahway, they rebounded to ice the
Hillside Comets, 23-20, on a last-

second field goal by senior Rob Gaeta
on Senior Night under a full moon at
Memorial Field.

“It was certainly on our seniors’
minds. We haven’t been able to beat
those teams,” Coach Rosenmeier said
about the four avenged victories. “We
wanted to get Rahway too, but that
one got a way from us. We haven’t
beaten GL since we started playing
them again. That was a huge win!
Johnson, we haven’t beaten them
since the first year that we played
them back in 2007. They took it to us
the next year then we lost a heart-
breaker in overtime. That was on our
mind also, especially since to start
the season, The [Star]-Ledger picked
us last and picked them as a playoff
team. Beating Scotch Plains, it’s al-
ways a struggle. And Hillside! We
wanted to get back at them. Even
though it was a close game, it was an
exciting game.”

Next, the Cougars watched theirProbitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

GRAND RE-OPENING 

SPECIALS
Dec.31NOW THRU

FREE GIFT WHEN YOU OPEN A
PROVIDENT PLATINUM CHECKING ACCOUNT!*

You can’t get a better checking account than this! Provident Platinum Checking rewards you for your total 
banking relationship1 by counting your deposit and loan balances. In return, you get the best suite of benefits
Provident has to offer such as no ATM fees, .25% bonus interest rate on Provident CDs2 and your choice of a
Tailgate bag or a Hamilton Beach griddle!

FREE GIFT WHEN YOU OPEN SELECT CHECKING ACCOUNTS!*

Most of our checking accounts come with a FREE Provident Visa® Debit Card* and FREE ProvidentConnect
Online Banking and Online Bill Payment.

*Restrictions apply. Ask for details. Limit one gift per household. Does not apply to $mart Checking accounts. Checking account must be opened on or before December 31, 2010.
Account must be opened with money not already on deposit at The Provident Bank. Transfers from existing Provident accounts do not qualify. Accounts closed within six months 
of opening are subject to up to a $50 gift surcharge. Gifts available only for accounts opened at Provident’s Fanwood branch. Gift offers valid while supplies last. Gifts provided at
account opening. IRS regulations require that the value of the gifts be reported on Form 1099-INT for tax purposes. Applicable taxes are the responsibility of the account holder.
Certain fees may apply if account requirements are not met; see Personal Accounts and Service Fees brochure for details. The Provident Bank reserves the right to substitute an
item of similar value. 1Related accounts may include any Provident checking, savings, Individual Retirement Accounts, certificates of deposit, consumer mortgage loans, and 
home equity, personal, or overdraft loan/line of credit accounts. For each statement period that the combined principal balances of the Provident Platinum Checking account and
all related deposit, loan, and line of credit accounts fall below $10,000, a monthly maintenance fee of $25 will be charged to the Provident Platinum Checking account. Minimum 
to open a Provident Platinum Checking account is $50. 2 Minimum opening balance for a CD is $500. Additional Information: Substantial Bank penalties, including forfeiture 
of interest and principal, may be imposed for early withdrawal of the CD principal balance. Refer to our Certificate of Deposit disclosure for other terms and conditions.

Member FDIC

Call 1-800-448-PROV or visit www.ProvidentNJ.com
to learn more about The Provident Bank.

SM

$500
Your choice of a wine tote
or a food processor!

or
more

GIFTS!
free
with new
accounts*

$1,000
Open with

or more
Your choice of a knife 

set or a lightweight 
stadium seat!

CELEBRATING LOCATION: Fanwood - 206 South Avenue

Open with

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427
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Joseph Schackman (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRIKING IN THE AIR AND ON THE GROUND…Cougar quarterback Joey Papandrea, No. 16, passed for 122 yards,
which included touchdown strikes of 70 yards and 52 yards to Sean Trotter. Papandrea also amassed 118 rushing yards,
including two three-yard touchdowns against Governor Livingston on in Berkeley Heights October 9.

David B. Corbin (September files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANEUVERING AROUND A DEFENDER…Cougar junior forward Danielle Jakubik, No. 4, attempts to maneuver
around Westfield Blue Devil midfielder/defender Karli Sottung in Westfield on September 28.

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095


