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Raider Volleyballers Had Up & Down Season
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils ‘Clip’ Cardinals in Grid Classic, 35-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

[Plainfield] ran. I guess he is not fast
enough to score,” chuckled Coach
DeSarno. “But it worked. When you
are coming off a loss in a state playoff
game, you’ve got to have some stuff
in there to give some life to practice.”

Four plays later, Kerr hit junior
James McCrea near the right pylon
for a 16-yard TD with 8:24 left in the
first quarter to give Westfield a 7-0
lead.

“We did it in practice before the
game. I knew once the coach called
me in for the 81, which is the waggle,
I had a chance to be open. I caught the
ball, saw the pylon and went for it. I
could feel the pressure from the out-
side,” McCrea said. “It was the great-
est feeling of my life.”

McCrea was part of the first-team
defense that limited the Cardinals to
only 31 yards rushing and 53 yards
passing, including interceptions by
James O’Rourke, Murray and Ryan
Hess. Senior Garrett Pryor recorded a
quarterback (QB) sack and several
throws for losses. Peter Ondi made a
crunching tackle on the opening kick-
off, tipped a pass attempt and chased
down Cardinal Kell’E Gallimore for
an 18-yard loss. Michael LaFace had
a tackle at the 15 on a kickoff and
added a QB sack. Linebacker Joe
Rinaldi had a few throws for losses
and added a tipped pass. Mark Frega
recovered a fumble.

Looking toward to next year’s foot-

ball season, McCrea said, “I can’t
wait. I love hitting people. We have
fun, but we get the job done.”

The Blue Devils’ scored their sec-
ond TD after a nine-play, 55-yard
march that concluded with Murray’s
29-yard TD run with 9:44 left in the
half. Place-kick holder James
O’Rourke took the hike and added a
two-point conversion.

Pryor was the Blue Devils’ key
component in the next TD when he
carried tacklers for 22 yards to the
Cardinal 13. Two plays later, Pryor (5
rushes, 48 yards) bashed through the
line for a seven-yard TD to make the
score 22-0.

“Jesse [DeMartino], Chris
Mannino, everybody on our line did
their best. They just stayed on blocks.
They did it,” Pryor said of his 22-yard
run.

“We lost him for two games in the
middle of the year. Defensively, he
has been phenomenal. And it was
nice to get him running,” Coach
DeSarno said.

“Coach said, ‘don’t play with an
regrets. Just go out there and give it
your all.’ Everybody played as hard
as they could,” Pryor said. “I am glad
that we won. We did our thing out
there.”

With 1:24 left in the half, Murray
added his 14-yard TD, and Jon Gribbin
kicked the point after to make the
score 29-0.

With the Blue Devils’ second-team
defense in, the Cardinals managed to
score on a 41-yard pass from QB
Dii’jon Allen-Jordan to wide receiver
Deion MacNeil.

A little fun happened next. Kerr
rolled to his left and made a short
push-pass to Murray, who turned it
into gold with a 60-yard rumble down
the left sideline for the score with
5:27 remaining.

“It was a good screen play, and he
did all the work,” said Kerr who added,
“It’s a great way to end my career and
for all the seniors, it’s a great way to
end everything.”

“They all look like bombs in the
scorebook and the newspapers,” said
Coach DeSarno as he smiled.

Ondi had three receptions for 54
yards. O’Rourke had a nine-yard re-
ception and 18 yards rushing. Hess
had an 18-yard reception.

“It’s special! We have a good group
of guys here. We had a lot of fun, and
you can’t get that anywhere else. I am
going to miss it a lot,” Murray said.

“A lot of individual great efforts
today! I am so happy for our seniors to
be able to go out with a win like this. A
convincing win! Our defense was tre-
mendous today. Our defense has been
good all year, but I think you really got
to see how good we are defensively
today,” Coach DeSarno said.
Westfield   7 22   0   6 36
Plainfield   0   0   0   6 6

right sideline for a 53-yard TD with
10:30 left in the first quarter. Costello
split the uprights for the PAT.

On the juniors’ first possession, se-
nior linebacker Krista Embrett made
the first of her two interceptions at the
junior 42. Kronick had a pair of 10-
yard gains, but junior defensive back
Megan Roth intercepted Gold’s pass
at the goal line and returned it to the
10. After Marcatullio turned a reverse
play into a 20-yard gain, senior safety
Alexis Murphy intercepted at the jun-
ior 45. Gold kept the ball and charged
28 yards to the junior 17 then Kronick
added a nine-yard run and an eight-
yard TD dash around the right side
with nine minutes left in the half.
Costello kicked the PAT.

Embrett added her second inter-
ception, and the seniors were on the
move again. Martinez had respective
runs of eight, two and 21 yards, and
Madison Mone followed with a fine
run that placed the ball on the 15,
where Gold hit Martinez in the end
zone for the TD. Tracy Kaplan’s PAT
attempt was a little low.

Trailing 22-0, the juniors went on
the offensive in the third quarter and
scored when Marcatullio bolted for a
46-yard TD with 6:34 on the clock.
The PAT attempt by Roth failed. Be-
fore the end of the quarter, DeVita had
an interception that was nullified due
to a line judge error, and senior Emma
Crossland had a 10-yard reception.

Junior Caroline Bertoni had a 10-

yard run early in the fourth quarter,
but the senior defense held. Receiver
Lorentzen turned a short pass into a
28-yard gain. Landeka added a slid-
ing reception for seven yards to the
junior 15. On the next play, Landeka
carried the ball into the end zone to
make the score, 22-6.

The juniors went into their two-
minute offense and got some good
mileage from Smith and DeVita who
combined to get the ball to the senior
34. Smith then hooked around the left
side but was nudged out of bounds at
the four. On the final play of the game,
senior linebacker Catalina Gagliotti
made the stop to prevent a TD.
Juniors   0   0   6   0 6
Seniors   7 13   0   6 26

Devil Srs Rattle Jrs in Powder Puff Game, 26-6
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played well during a summer league
we were a part of, and performed well
during the pre-season scrimmages.
We set goals for ourselves each year
as a team and as individual players.
We just didn’t have the follow through
to put games away.”

One of the best games the Raiders
played was against Union Catholic, a
team ranked in The Star-Ledger’s top

20. The Raiders marched out to a
commanding 25-14 lead. But the
Raiders could not hold on and dropped
the last two games and missed their
chance to secure a big upset victory.

“We played well against some top
caliber teams like Union Catholic,
West Essex, but as I said before, we
didn’t have the push to win in the
end.”

Coach Stack was hopeful for next
year, however, “I am very excited to
see what the juniors and underclass-
men have to show next season. There
is a lot of talent in the program, and
they just need to believe that they
have what it takes to shine. I believe
in them 100 percent and know that
they will show up and do the job they
set out to do.”
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RANCH

Mountainside. 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Ranch with LR w/wood floors and a stone faced
wood burning fireplace. The adjacent DR has pocket French doors that lead you into a sun
room. The custom gourmet kit has two skylights, blond oak cabinets, Corian counters,
built-in sub-Zero frig, Jenn-Air electric cook top & double ovens. The fin basement has
a FR with an authentic English Pub bar & wood burning fireplace, an office/guest room,
full bath, exercise room & laundry rm. Also has a 2 car gar, paver block patio & IG Pool.

SPLIT LEVEL

Scotch Plains. Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath home in a terrific location;
featuring a new master bedroom and bath and huge Family Room with wet bar. Very
convenient to NYC transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer on the large
deck overlooking the park like backyard with in ground swimming pool and Koi pond.
Possible in-law or au pair suite on ground floor.

Westfield. Classic Center Hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood, nestled on an
intimate cul de sac. Arching oaks shade this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath professionally
landscaped property. Over sized rooms are complimented by architectural detail through
out, Formal Living Room with wood burning fireplace and window seat and Dining Room
plus hard wood floors. Master Bedroom with a private Bath and generous closets, finished
basement, 2 car garage, patio, and 4 season porch. Directions: East Broad to Wychwood
Road to Gallowae #29.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 12/5  12-4PM

Westfield. This beautifully renovated and expanded 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial is
enhanced by traditional elegance. Newer kitchen (2009), opening to FR with skylights and
cathedral ceiling, offers an ideal layout for entertaining while being spacious and
comfortable. This distinctive home features hardwood floors, beautiful entry foyer,
Master BR with skylights and walk-in closet, 2 section finished basement and generous
closet space throughout. Close to schools and train.

COLONIAL COLONIAL

Fanwood. Outstanding quality construction with meticulous attention to detail
throughout! Hardwood floors w/inlay in LR, DR. Gas fireplace in FR. Marble flooring,
granite countertops, cherry cabinetry, SS appliances in large EIK. Master Bedroom has
10x8 en suite, design it as a closet, office or nursery! Central Vac, High Efficiency self
venting Gas furnace, and 2 zone CAC. Walk up attic with 5 dormers, large oversized side
door for easy access to basement.

COLONIAL

Westfield. Picturesque Colonial on a deep lot less than 1 block to vibrant downtown
Westfield, NYC transit and award-winning schools. Enjoy your park-like yard from your
covered porch overlooking pool, patio and Koi pond. Custom marble and granite Kitchen
with open floor plan flowing into Great Room and Breakfast Rm. FDR, LR with WESO
wood burning stove, 3 spacious BR plus 2 1/2 updated baths. Heated 2 car oversized Gar.
Wine Cave with tin ceiling and marble floor in basement.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF A PASS…Blue Devil quarterback Danny Kerr gets the opportunity to be a receiver and snags
a pass from AJ Murray that turns out to be good for a 38-yard gain against the Plainfield Cardinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT JUST A FINE SOCCER PLAYER…Blue Devil senior Tina Landeka proved that she was more that just a fine soccer
player when she snagged a pass and added a touchdown against the junior girls.


