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MURRAY SCORES 3 TDs; McCREA, GARRETT 1 EACH

Blue Devils ‘Clip’ Cardinals
In Turkey Grid Classic, 35-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thanksgiving Day was special for
the seniors on the Westfield High
School football team in the annual
“Turkey Day” classic against
Plainfield at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield on November 25.

The 7-3 Blue Devils literally
grounded the 4-6 Cardinals with their
swarming defense, while trampling
the Cardinals’ defense with a ground
game that chewed up 224 yards and
blanketing them with an aerial attack
that totaled 204 yards in a 35-6 tri-
umph.

The outcome that gave Westfield a
55-44-7 lead in the 106 meetings – not
all were on Thanksgiving Day – of the
two rivals was “especially” special for
senior tail back A.J. Murray, who gal-
loped for 148 yards to break the 1,000-
yard plateau for the season – His “un-
official” total is approximately 1,028.
Murray, who had an interception on
defense, had touchdown (TD) runs of
29 yards and 14 yards, and added
another TD on a short screen pass that
he turned into a 60-yard scoring play.
He also had a nine-yard reception to
bring his direct offensive total on the
day to 217 yards.

“We knew he was close. You want
to try and get to those milestones. It
was not just him. Our linemen wanted
it too. As a former lineman [center],
you want to block for a 1,000-yard
rusher, and he deserved to be a 1,000-
yard rusher,” Blue Devil Head Coach

Jim DeSarno said. “It was just a great
day. A lot of kids got in the end zone,
and a lot of kids had contributions
today.”

Murray, a catcher who will be play-
ing baseball at Georgia Tech next
year, added, “I can run a little bit. I’m
not the fastest cat in the world, but for
a tailback in our division, I am on the
below average side. We have our own
running style here, and we work pretty
well at it.”

Murray also added 38 yards to his
total on a tricky maneuver on the
Blue Devils’ first offensive play of
the game. Senior quarterback Danny
Kerr pitched out to Murray on the
right. As the Cardinals pursued
Murray, Kerr drifted down the right
side and Murray fired a shot to him

that gave the Blue Devils a first-and-
10 at the 18-yard line.

“We practiced it all week. I was
joking around in practice and playing
receiver, and I finally got a chance to
do it in a game,” explained Kerr, who
will play baseball for Brown Univer-
sity next year.

“We talked about how we were
going to pass to each other this year,
just switching it up and him pitching
the ball to me,” Murray said. “We
worked on it all week, the pitch pass.
He was wide open. I guess if I would
have led him a little more, he would
have had a touchdown, but it was a lot
of fun. We had fun today.”

“We put that in all week, because
it’s the kind of defense they

SHAH, NAGOURNEY LED TEAM IN SCORING, ASSTS.

Lady Raiders Finished 14-2-3;
Captured UCT Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There was some uncertainty about
how successful the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team would be this season; however,
the young Raiders put Head Coach
Kevin Ewing’s mind more and more
at ease as the season progressed.

“At the start of the season, I was a
little reserved, because we had a lot
of young players, who were going to
get a lot of playing time. [They were]
kids, who didn’t have a lot of varsity
experience. They really showed that
they could play,” Coach Ewing said.
“The young kids were able to step
up…Julie Glover, Christine Miklas,

Christy Monroy, Katherine
Cunningham, Erin Pierce. That is why
we were so successful.”

Successful they were! The Raiders
won their conference title and cap-
tured their fifth Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championship in six
years with a 2-0 win over Westfield,
before dropping a 1-0 heartbreaker to
Millburn in the state sectional tour-
nament to finish with a 14-2-3 record.

“One of our goals was to win the
conference. We were able to do that.
We played well during the regular
season. And to win the counties, the
girls were able to do that. In the state
tournament, things happen. You can
play a great game and still wind up

losing, and we did against Millburn.
We just came out on the short end of
it,” Coach Ewing said.

The Raiders got a lot of offensive
mileage from senior forward Avika
Shah, senior center midfielder Emily
Nagourney and junior center
midfielder Sarah Vanbuskirk. Shah,
a four-year starter, led the team with
12 goals and seven assists. She had
an uncanny instinct to seek out a
teammate and set her up with a
smooth crossing pass. Vanbuskirk
netted five goals and added eight
assists.

“We expected her [Shah] to do a
lot, her and Sarah Vanbuskirk. Avika
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KRONICK, MARTINEZ, LANDEKA, MARCATULLIO SCORE

Devil Seniors Rattle Juniors
In Powder Puff Game, 26-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sleight of hand seemed to be the
theme for both sides in the annual
Powder Puff game between the
Westfield High School senior girls
and junior girls at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on November 24.

Just prior to the opening play, emo-
tions were building and the confi-
dence levels of the team captains,
especially the seniors were high.

“I am 100 percent confident that
we are going to win this game,” said
senior head coach Jesse DeMartino,
who also coached the same group of
girls last year when they pulled off an
8-0 victory over the “then” senior
girls.

In that triumph, Hannah Kronick
was the star with an eight-yard touch-
down gallop, which she followed up
with a two-point conversion kick.

“We are coming back stronger than
last year. I feel that our offense is
better. Our defense is better. We defi-
nitely are going to post a shutout,”
DeMartino said.

Offensive coordinator A.J. Murray
added, “We have an athletic group.
We have Gabby Gold at quarterback,
Hannah Kronick at running back, Sam
Costello, all the soccer girls. We have
a big line. They can’t stop us.”

In charge of the receiving corps,
Ryan Hess added, “We have good
receivers, but we are going to be real
physical. Nothing illegal! They don’t
stand a chance.”

“We are going to put a lot of pres-
sure on the quarterback. We have

great linebackers. We are going to do
work on them,” said defensive coach
Garrett Pryor.

Secretary of Defense, Nick
Matthews, said, “We have a great
game plan as usual, probably led by
the coaches more than the players
this year. We have the size, speed,
talent and mindset.”

The junior coaches were well aware
of the wealth of talent the seniors
had, but they had a degree of determi-
nation also.

“Our defense is blood thirsty,” said
head coach Joe Rinaldi who noted
that they would be keying on  Kronick.
“As long as we keep it under control,
we will be fine.”

“I feel like our team is really under-
rated. We have been flying under the
radar all week. I think we will pre-
vail,” coach James O’Rourke said.

“Mercedes Smith is going to come
out to be a really good quarterback by
the end of the day, complete some
passes and make big plays that we
need. Offensively, we have Kelly Gray
at wide out. You know the famous Pat
Gray! His younger sister! We are
going to make some plays at wide
out,” coach Peter Ondi said. “Defen-
sively, we have Sophia DeVita, a great
defensive back, quick, agile, every-
thing you look for.”

“We are not intimidated at all. It’s
going to be an upset at Kehler Sta-
dium,” said kicking specialist Jon
Gribbin.

Well! It did not turn out to be an
upset. Both teams pulled off tricky
plays and both teams played with
spirit, but in the end, the seniors pre-
vailed, 26-6. But the score did not

indicate how really close the contest
was, especially in the second half.

Kronick sprinted for two first-half
touchdowns. Seniors Christina
Martinez and Martina Landeka each
had a touchdown, and junior Amanda
Marcatullio had a touchdown (TD).
Costello booted a pair of points after
touchdown (PAT).

The game began with senior Char-
lotte Lorentzen hooking for a 12-yard
gain, then quarterback Gold handed
off to Lorentzen, who shuffled the ball
to Kronick, who dashed down the
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURPASSING TWO MILESTONES…Blue Devils running back/linebacker A.J. Murray, No. 9, rushed for 148 yards and
three touchdowns against the Plainfield Cardinals to break 1,000-yard mark this season. He also had, at least, 100 tackles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING WITH A LOT OF SPIRIT…The Blue Devil senior girls in black and the junior girls scramble to get possession
of a pass during the annual Powder Puff game at Kehler Stadium on November 24. Both teams played with enthusiasm, but
the senior girls prevailed, 26-6.
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