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KEN@ •PLACE •SCHOOL

INFORMATION SESSIONS

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory day school  
with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

By Reservation Only. RSVP by December 3, 2010
908.273.0900 x 269 for Primary School (Grades K-5)

x 254 for Middle School (Grades 6-8)  
and Upper School (Grades 9-12)

     You’re invited to experience  
                      a school where girls are focused,  
            self-reliant, and leading the way.

Primary School (Grades K-5)
Middle School (Grades 6-8)
Upper School (Grades 9-12)

Tuesday, December 7, 2010, 9-11 a.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Nearly 90% admitted to Barron’s “most and highly competitive” colleges and universities     

Upper School offers nationally-renowed honors engineering program      More than 50% 

of students in grades 10-12 take an AP course       With no graduation requirement 100% 

participation in community service       103  AP scholars in the last three years     

Where intellect and faith meet.

A Catholic independent school, 
co-ed from kindergarten through grade 6 
and for young women only in grades 7-12.

Contact admissions at admissions@oakknoll.org or 908-522-8109 to RSVP
44 Blackburn Road, Summit, New Jersey 07901 www.oakknoll.org

UPPER SCHOOL INFORMATION SESSION
December 10, 2010 - 8:15-10 a.m. -  For Students and Parents

  

SSt.Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy that makes a difference  
in your child’s life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                

Serving children in grades PreK - 8 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

Admission Information Sessions:

For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155
www.whschool.org

SCHOOL 

THE 
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE 

      Wednesday, December 8, 2010 at 9 a.m.                             

Prepare for a global world in a global learning environmentPrepare for a global world in a global learning environment

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college-preparatory school

1295 Inman Avenue, North Edison, NJ

IN FOR THE LONG HAUL...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
held a reception last month honoring the district’s newly tenured teachers, who
appear above.

Student Collapses; EMTs
Put Training into Action

PUTTING TRAINING INTO
ACTION…From left to right, Marissa
Minnicino of Scotch Plains, School Nurse
Susan Kaplan and Margaret Fitzpatrick
of Westfield were heroes at Mount Saint
Mary Academy in Watchung; the trio
helped take action after a student col-
lapsed on a classroom floor.

WATCHUNG – “It could be a coin-
cidence, but I don’t believe in coinci-
dence,” said Sister
Lisa Gambacorto,
directress at Mount
Saint Mary Acad-
emy in Watchung,
about the school’s
actions after a stu-
dent collapsed on a
classroom floor.

Immediately, two
other students in the
class, both EMTs,
went into action.
Marissa Minnicino
of Scotch Plains and
M a r g a r e t
Fitzpatrick of
Westfield put into
practice what they had learned. The
classroom teacher, Patrizia Davis of
Westfield, called the school nurse and
911, and then cleared the classroom.

Other teachers arrived to assist and
volunteer their services if needed. The
school nurse, Susan Kaplan of
Middlesex, arrived in less than a minute
and administered an Epi pen.

Margaret Shaw, assistant directress,
waited outside of the building to direct
emergency vehicles to the correct class-
room. In short order, Watchung Police
arrived with needed oxygen, and min-
utes after that, the ambulance arrived.

Marissa and Margaret gave their re-
port to the ambulance team, and the ill
student was immediately transported
to Overlook Hospital. Sister Lisa, noti-
fied the family. Teacher Lori Frazier
volunteered to stay with her until her
family arrived at the hospital.

After the patient was stabilized, an
Emergency Room doctor told her
mother he was pleased with the speed
with which she was brought to the

Emergency Room.
Sister Lisa said, “We are overjoyed

and grateful to God
that our student has
recovered and is
back with us. The
faculty is trained;
we review emer-
gency procedures
every year at the
first faculty meet-
ing, and this was
the first time every-
thing was needed.
The emergency
plan worked like
clockwork. I be-
lieved it was Divine
Providence that
two students in her

class were EMTs. No coincidence.”
EMT Margaret stated she acted by

the rote her training gave her and con-
centrated on what she needed to do.
“Marissa and I trained together and
were a team immediately. We are so
proud of being able to help a classmate
and friend,” she said.

EMT Marissa said, “We wait for
calls, and when a call comes in, there is
time for a quick review of what to do
first and what equipment is needed.
There was none of that. My brain in-
stantly switched from class work to
rescue work. In a second, I was on the
floor with Margaret, and we were do-
ing our best.”

Union Catholic Students Are Named Scholars

BUCKET-FILLERS…As part of McKinley Elementary School’s school-wide
theme of “Creating a Better World,” students have been discussing ways in which
to make the world a better place, including how to treat each other with respect.
Pictured here, students in Ann Minski’s fourth-grade class – left to right, Declan
Luka, Cooper Brennan and Emily Wistner – perform a skit that addresses the best
way to handle a bullying situation. At the school-wide level, students at McKinley
listened to Principal Matt Bolton read the book “Have You Filled A Bucket Today?”
by Carol McCloud. Students in all grades discussed the theme of the book and wrote
reflections on how they could be “bucket-fillers,” or kind to one another.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Twenty-six stu-
dents at Union Catholic High School
have earned AP Scholars Awards in
recognition of their exceptional achieve-
ment on AP Exams during the 2009-
2010 school year.

The College Board’s Advanced
Placement Program recognizes several
levels of achievement based on stu-

dents’ performance on AP Exams. Six
students qualified for the AP Scholar
with Honors Award by earning an aver-
age grade of at least 3.25 on all AP
Exams taken, and grades of three or
higher on four or more of these exams.

These students are Michael Cahill,

Alexandra Fee, Brian Hartnett, Robert
Magella, Sean Siburn of Westfield and
Alexander Tran.

An additional 20 students earned AP
Scholar Awards by completing three or
more AP Exams with grades of three or
higher. These students are Alex Bricki,
Christopher Bruno, Megan Carr,
Michael Chase, Jamie Ciocon, Timo-

thy Connell, Kevin Coughlan of Scotch
Plains, Jaclyn Ferrie, Gregory Gedman,
Shweta Gohil, Arielle Gonzalez, David
Herren, Thomas Kaluzny, Catherine
Munkittrick of Westfield, Aaron
Pinkard, Sean Sarra, Joseph Seebode,
Caresse Simmonds and Daniel Yusim.

TRUE SCHOLARS…Pictured are the Class of 2011 AP Scholar Award recipi-
ents. From left to right are Sean Siburn of Westfield, Joseph Seebode, Brian
Hartnett, Caresse Simmonds, Tim Connell, Michael Chase and Sean Sarra.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

St. Paul’s Day School
Hosts Open House

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day
School in Westfield will sponsor an
open house and kindergarten presenta-
tion on December 9 at 9:30 a.m. to learn
about its full-day kindergarten program.

Parents will have an opportunity to
view the facility, see the Smart Boards
in action, learn about the kindergarten
program and meet the director and
kindergarten staff.

Registration for new families should
be dropped off by January 20. St. Paul’s
is located at 414 East Broad Street.
Registration forms may be picked up at
the open house or by visiting
stpaulsday.org.

College Life Through the Eyes
Of a 2010 WHS Graduate

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

August 28 is a day that will live in
infamy. Well, at least in my life, that is…

Sprawled across my bed with a spasm-
stricken stomach, I tried to keep my
eyes closed. I had already witnessed a
mountain of suitcases accumulate on
my floor during the past week – an
unforgettable seven days that I spent
stuffing my life into four rectangular
contraptions on wheels.

On my door, a checklist still hung
from a thinning strip of scotch tape,
reading: ALEXA – DON’T FORGET:
your iPod charger, cell phone charger,
camera and retainer. I took a deep breath
and plugged my headphones into my
ears, musically drowning out the fact
that in less than 24 hours, my experience
of living away at college would begin.

Comparing my life three months ago
to my life today, I have come to the
realization that college forces the indi-
vidual to endure an extreme and rapid
wave of growth. I will never forget the
drive up to Connecticut on the morning
of move-in day.

It was bright, sunny and intolerably
hot. We drove through Fairfield’s en-
trance gate and were guided to my dorm
building by a friendly upperclassman
wearing a Fairfield T-shirt. And hat.
And shorts.

My dad parked beside the curb, and
thus began the process of unloading.
Carrying a literal truckload of suitcases
and memories up multiple flights of
stairs was a nostalgic and emotional
workout for the entire family.

That day marks the longest day etched
into my memory. From moving in, to
picking up my room key, to retrieving
books from the book store, to running to
Bed Bath & Beyond for that lamp we
forgot, to connecting TV and computer
cables, to saying the tear-jerking “good-
byes” to my mom, dad, and sister…and
to meeting my roommate.

The roommate mystery is a nerve-
inducing component of moving away to
college. Once I met my roommate, a
huge weight ascended from my shoul-
ders. After hearing so many college-
roommate horror stories, it was sooth-
ing to know that I would be living with
an optimistic girl from Massachusetts
who loves yoga and almonds.

In three months, Ali and I have never
fought about anything. Inevitably, we
have our differences, yet finding a peace-
ful resolution is the best way to assuage
conflicts without grudges.

About a month ago, I was sick and
decided to go to bed at 1 a.m. on a
Saturday night (which is when college
nightlife is just beginning). My covers
were pulled over my head and I was fast
asleep…until my roommate came in
and turned on the lights.

Not knowing I was in my bed, one of
her friends jumped on top of me. I poked
my head out from under the sheets and,
through squinted eyes, saw a 6’ 2” la-
crosse player jump off of the bed,
shocked. Ali was extremely apologetic.

The next morning, we agreed to al-
ways communicate through text mes-
sages about who is in the room and
when…especially on weekends.

Another difficult adjustment to col-
lege life is homesickness. I made the
mistake of coming home during my first
weekend. Though comforting to sleep
in my own bed and eat real food for two
days, when I returned to Fairfield that
Sunday evening, I felt 10 times more
homesick than I was before.

During the first week and weekend of
college, it is crucial to be a social butter-
fly – to talk to everyone on the floor,
meet as many people as possible and
find a cluster of individuals who can be
dubbed friends.

During this time of change, being
surrounded by 18 and 19 year olds who
are sharing the same feelings and wor-
ries can greatly reduce symptoms of
homesickness.

It is best to become as involved as
possible. The less free time you have, the
better, as this means the less time you have
to dwell on everything that you miss.

So far, my time at college has taught
me a great deal of life lessons that I
would have not otherwise acquired in
such a rapid manner. From the first day
I moved in, I was forced to branch out of
my comfort zone, starting conversations
with complete strangers and learning
how to successfully fuse myself into a
new community.

In high school, I was always quiet and
reserved, but I have finally learned the
importance of speaking up in class and
asserting my voice. Had I chosen to be
silent, suppressing my ideas and ques-
tions, I would have become invisible to
my peers and professors.

When I started college, I knew that I
needed to re-create myself – to leave the
struggles of my past behind and move
forward with a tabula rasa, or blank
slate, as John Locke would say (thank
you, Professor Abbott and Western Civ).

College has proven to me that I have
the strength and ability to survive on my
own; I have mastered the art of laundry,
grocery shopping (well…almost), time
management and social skills to fit in
with various types of personalities.

Though I’ve endured my ups and
downs – a chief down being that I’ve
battled three colds in three months – I
am grateful for living away at college.
These lessons will build confidence nec-
essary for life in the workforce and
beyond.

I am roughly two hours from
Westfield; it is far enough to acquire a
sufficient “living-away experience,” but
close enough to come home as well.

Yesterday, I texted my roommate to
tell her that I would be “home” in an
hour to help her with a paper.

It’s funny how my definition of
“home” has expanded: First home (n.) –
Westfield, home-cooked Italian meals,
parents, sister, dogs. Second home (n.)
– Fairfield, college “food,” friends,
roommate, photo of dogs.

Race to Nowhere Speaks
Of Student Pressure

WESTFIELD – Parents and com-
munity members are invited to attend
the local screening of Race to No-
where, a documentary created by a
concerned mother who aimed her cam-
era at the high-stakes, high-pressure
culture affecting schools and children’s
lives.

The new film will be shown on
Wednesday evening, December 8, from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the auditorium of
Westfield High School, located at 550
Dorian Road. The film is said to shine
a light on the price young people pay
for this “race to nowhere.”

The principals of Westfield High
School and both intermediate schools
are hosting this screening. The film is
rated PG-13, and students eighth grade
and older may attend with their parents
only. Tickets are available online for
$10 each at racetonowhere.com/screen-
ings/westfield-high-school. To get more
information and see a trailer, go to
RaceToNowhere.com.


