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UCC CELEBRATES FOUNDERS’ DAY…On October 20, Union County Col-
lege celebrated its 77th Annual Founders’ Day on the Cranford campus. Dr.
Lawrence Hogan, at the podium, invites audience members to participate in the
folk concert presented by Kevin Kane, center, and April Ruffin, left. They
performed music of the 1940s.

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL 

cardholders. Sign up online 
at www.wmlnj.org and click
on Online Calendar, or call 

908.789.4090 ext 4140.

It’s your Library …  
make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  

“FROM THE HEART & HANDS” 

A creative, two-session workshop at 
the Westfield Memorial Library 
Tuesday, December 7 and        
Wednesday, December 8 at 7pm

Take time out during the hectic  
holiday season to nurture your  
creative soul. Re-purpose a  
cigar box into an innovative,  
handmade artist book. The box  
is a great original gift -- or a  
treasure to keep for yourself.  
Mixed media artist Shari Seltzer 
leads the workshop and provides cigar boxes, basic art 
supplies and some ephemera. Please bring photocopies of 
photographs no larger than 4” X 6”, as well as photocopies 
of letters, journals or documents, ticket stubs and other per-
sonal memorabilia. Limited to 12. 

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

  twitter.com/warehousecc     facebook.com/newjerseysamplesale
info@newjerseysamplesale.com  

www.newjerseysamplesale.com

49 Dean St
Englewood, NJ

Mon-Thurs 10-6
Friday 10-8 Saturday 10-6

WAREHOUSE Cheap & Chic Store Hours  & Locations

Jewelry & Accessories from $5

BUY   GET  FREE     
of equal or lesser value: December 3 - 9

Offer Cannot be Combined with Other Discounts

8 Depot Square
Englewood, NJ

Mon-Sat 10-6

70 E Ridgewood Ave
Ridgewood, NJ

Mon-Sat 10-6

For more info call 1.646.236.7256

6 South Park St
Montclair, NJ
Mon-Wed 10-6
Thurs-Sat 10-8

Sun 11-6

17 Elm St
Westfield, NJ
Mon-Sat 10-6

Sun 11-6

57 Route 23
West Belt Plaza

Wayne, NJ
Mon-Sat 10-6

 Sun 11-6

244 Westwood Ave
Westwood, NJ

Mon-Sat 10-6

Cheap & Chic SHOES Store Hours  & Location

Stellar Home Care Provides
Vast Home-Care Experience
WESTFIELD – Although Stellar

Home Care & Staffing is new to the
area, it is based upon a wealth of home-
care experience. Karen Groder is the
president of the company, located at
149 South Euclid Avenue in Westfield.

Ms. Groder is noted for her previous
role as president of All Health Care
Services in Middletown. With 20 years
devoted to the home health care indus-
try, Karen is confident in her ability to
care for clients who have placed their
trust in her.

One of her significant accomplish-
ments has been forming a team of high-
quality caregivers ranging from Certi-
fied Home Health Aides to Registered
Nurses. Several years ago, a New Jer-
sey hospice organization had asked
Ms. Groder to speak to the human
resources department regarding her
hiring, training and retention practices,
as members of their organization had

been impressed with the team she cre-
ated.

Ms. Groder holds a degree in psy-
chology and currently is enrolled in the
practical nursing program, with gradu-
ation scheduled for March of 2011. She
plans to continue her education to re-
ceive her license as a Registered Pro-
fessional Nurse. Ms. Groder feels that
her nursing program has added to her
degree in psychology, making her and
her company more able to competently
and compassionately care for her cli-
ents.

Stellar Home Care’s services include
hourly and live-in home health aides,
Registered and Practical Nurses, and
physical and occupational therapists.
For information, please call (908) 264-
8729.
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goleader.com/express
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HALL OF FAME HONOREE…Chris Jordan, a member of Westfield High
School’s Class of 1990, center, is joined by his children as he is inducted into the
Westfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame on November 22 at The Westwood
in Garwood. Behind Mr. Jordan is Master of Ceremonies Roger Love.

Garwood’s Lincoln School
Announces Its Honorees

GARWOOD – Lincoln School in
Garwood has announced its Honor
Society and Honor Roll listings for
the first marking period of the 2010-
2011 school year. Earning straight A’s
qualifies students for the honor soci-
ety, while earning A’s and B’s quali-
fies them for the honor roll.

Honor Society
Grade 5: Carrie Bree, Jessica

Knowles, Kyra McDevitt, Eric Sinnicke;
Grade 6: Elizabeth Archer, Martin
Herman, Kayleigh Pender, Zachary
Sluka, Sean Stouffer, Larissa Vena;
Grade 7: Joseph Brecht, Kimberly
Knowles, Gabriella Sluka; Grade 8:
Monica Archer, Meagan Beriont, Alyssa
Beriont, Dayna Gallucci, Katarina
Hermanova, Brian Maher, Salma
Mahmoud.

Honor Roll
Grade 5: Victoria Archer, Colin Baker,

Brendan Beriont, Dean Brown, Stacy
Collantes, Victor DeFilippo, Brandon
Domingues, James Duffey, Jessie Fried-

man, Owen Graham, Emma Knutson,
Andrew Kuhtik, Alyssa Matos, Thomas
McMahon, Emma Mehalick, Niko
Nordstrom, Casey Pender, Samantha
Perednia, Anthony Petruzelli, John Tay-
lor, Ross Wildes; Grade 6: Eric Carlson,
Rosario Guerriero, Skyler Montagne,
Daniella Pacella, Christopher Lipari
Pazienza, Nicholas Lipari Pazienza,
Alison Price, Kelly Sullivan, Ana Isabella
Zeron; Grade 7: Cailey Adamson,
Michael Banek, Sean Baron, Rose
Caffrey, Jacqueline DeFilippo, Matthew
Englese, Anthony Furci, Austin Gra-
ham, Patrick Hak, Karina Joyner, Nathan
Kramer, Joseph Massett, Kayla
McMillan, Elizabeth Meagher, Emma
Neuberger, Luke Pak, Andrew Resetar,
Colleen Staba, Jenna Staines, Angelo
Villaraut, Michael Woitkowski; Grade
8: Mark Barranger, Amanda Brown, Jake
Burkert, Daniel Courtney, Sara Diwane,
Michael Lesniewski, Joseph Matlosz,
Ian McGuire, Kaitlin McGuire,
Asimakis Pagratis, Toniann Pallone,
Vanessa Rosky, Zachary Simansky,
Christina Tempio, Scott Tombs.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By Michael S. Goldberger
2 popcorns

“I don’t need this aggravation.”
Thus I spake just above a murmur
during the harrying last 30 minutes
of director Paul Haggis’ The Next
Three Days. It seemed unfair. The
middling saga of a husband who
plots to break his wife out of the Big
House hadn’t earned the right to so
stress poor emotive me. Guess that’s
just the sort of hairpin I am.

In the credit-where-credit-is-due
department, Haggis’ adaptation of
French filmmaker Fred Cavayé’s Pour
Elle does put a challenging, ethical
dilemma in your bonnet. Strict con-
structionists will rail. While not a
true story, whether or not Elizabeth
Banks’ Lara Brennan is guilty should
be beside the point. Boosting some-
one out of jail is against the law.

And just to throw some hypotheti-
cal fuel on the philosophical fire,
John Brennan also pulls several nasty
moves on the way to his ultimate
goal. The assumption is that, up until
now, Russell Crowe’s mild mannered
history professor and his convicted
murderer wife, played by Elizabeth
Banks, have led exemplary lives. But
after a while, we aren’t so sure.

It isn’t the only recent film to more
than tacitly tolerate vigilantism. Ben
Affleck’s The Town (2010) skirted
the apparently fuddy-duddy code of
crime not paying in cinema. Killing
scum seems to be okay. You wonder
if this is a pattern. Immersing itself in
such heady matters, The Next Three
Days is therefore more provocative
than entertaining.

Assayed individually, the acting is
solid and the filmmaker’s American-
ization of the screenplay is tight. But
when the Sherlock in you homes in
on why it doesn’t all seem to come
together, you find it’s simply a mi-
crocosm of the greater problem. While
we are intrigued by John Brennan’s
desperate metamorphosis, we aren’t
terribly invested in him.

The same goes for wife Lara, sen-
tenced to twenty years for killing her
boss. Top heavy with John’s intri-
cate, studiously sketched schematic
to free her, the script doesn’t give us
cause to love her. But it does take
effective steps to place more than a
shadow of a doubt on her declared
innocence. Gee, if she’s guilty, that
makes hubby’s actions even worse.

Inserted to add further emotional
weight to the gambit, the couple’s
young son, Luke (Ty Simpkins) is
notably maladjusted by the calami-
tous circumstances. He’ll neither speak
to, nor kiss, Lara during visits to
Pittsburgh’s Allegheny County Jail.
And giving us a little something else
to mull is his playground friend’s rather
alluring mommy (Olivia Wilde).

Otherwise, the bulk of the effort
lives in its details. Making like a
filmic Hansel and Gretel, Haggis
leaves clues all along the suspense
thriller’s intricate path. If you miss
any, don’t worry. Later, he’ll remind
which ones you should have paid
attention to, and illustrate just how
cleverly he’s etched the filigree of his
derring-do. Perhaps too cleverly.

The Next Three Days:
Seems More Like a Week

Township Celebration
Scheduled Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – This year, the
Township of Scotch Plains Christmas
Celebration will be held on Sunday,
December 5. The festivities will take
place from 2 to 5 p.m. on the Alan
Augustine Village Green on Park Av-
enue.

Horse-drawn carriage rides will be
offered from 2 to 4 p.m. for a small fee;
an ice sculptor will create a master-
piece there, and a walk-around clown
will entertain as well. Additionally, the
Scotch Plains Volunteer Firefighters
Association will distribute free hot
chocolate to all.

Santa will arrive at 3 p.m. and visit
with the children until 5 p.m. at the
gazebo. Parents are encouraged to bring
cameras. Santa will light the Christmas
tree at 5 p.m. For further information,
call (908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.

Premiere Stages Holds
First Holiday Workshop

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will hold its first annual
Holiday Workshop from Thursday to
Saturday, December 9 to 11, in the
University Center Little Theatre, lo-
cated on Kean’s central campus at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union.

This workshop is a new addition to
Premiere’s Play Festival, which en-
courages and cultivates the careers
of emerging dramatists in New Jersey
and the greater metropolitan area.

The workshop will feature three
Equity readings of un-produced
plays. The plays were culled from a
national call for submissions. Each
night will feature a different piece
being read as well as a post-show
discussion designed to assist writ-
ers in the development process.

The schedule for readings is as fol-
lows:

On Thursday, December 9, Wooing
Milo by Hal Corley, which is appro-
priate for ages 14 and over, will be
featured. Charming young Milo cap-
tivates three generations of women
during the infamous Christmas bliz-
zard of 1959, which blanketed New
Jersey.

On Friday, December 10, The Last
Noel by Maureen Clarke, appropriate
for all ages, will be showcased. In this
moving new play, set in 1934, local
carolers gather together to spread cheer
on a cold December night. Confronted
by the winds of progress, these home-
town friends come to realize that it may
be the last holiday celebration for their
sleepy little Massachusetts town.

On Saturday, December 11, the
workshop will welcome PRONT by
Peter Filichia. Appropriate for ages
12 and over, in this new comic take
on A Christmas Carol, one ghost

does the work of three in rehabilitat-
ing Willard Pront, a New York City
slumlord who makes Scrooge look
like Mother Teresa.

All readings will take place at 7
p.m. Admission and parking for the
readings will be free with the dona-
tion of an unwrapped new children’s
toy for “Toys for Tots,” but reserva-
tions are strongly recommended. For
more information and to reserve tick-
ets, e-mail premiere@kean.edu, visit
kean.edu/premierestages or call
(908) 737-4092.

For alas, poor Yorick, ’tis the te-
diousness of the tale that besmirches
this film’s star. A well-crafted struc-
ture doesn’t necessarily make for an
architectural masterpiece. Aside from
those last 30 minutes, this is rough
going, with hardly a contravening
dramatic mechanism to check the
heavy dosage of sadness. Only our
curiosity keeps us engaged.

While it’s almost always exciting
to see Russell Crowe exercise his
thespic muscles, John Brennan’s evo-
lution from tweedy professor to full-
scale, hardnosed lawbreaker seems
to skip some steps. Like the showing
of an earlier aired sporting event ed-
ited to save time, he embodies the
results, but not necessarily the full
tenor of the experience.

Sure, he scowls and menaces, his
academic brain rushing at full throttle
as he paces before the full wall dia-
gram of his planned derring-do. But
while apologists for the portrayal
might opine that Brennan’s all but
missing fit of conscience is eclipsed
by his anguish and scholarly zeal, it’d
be more correct to note how inad-
equately he is written.

So what you essentially have is a
contemporary, technologically en-
hanced update of Jean Valjean’s ra-
tionalization in Les Misérables. That
in the name of a greater, unseen
good, a leap of fate can be invoked to
justify breaking man’s law, whether
it’s stealing a piece of bread to stave
off starvation, or, in this case, free-
ing a soul unjustly incarcerated.

Unfortunately, filmmaker Haggis
doesn’t state his case quite as elo-
quently as Victor Hugo did. Then
again, he doesn’t take 1,400 pages
(1,900 in French) to make his point.
Fact is, he never quite makes his
point. Save for the wild rollercoaster
ride at the caboose end, The Next
Three Days doesn’t deserve a place
on your movie-going calendar.

* * *
The Next Three Days, rated PG-13,

is a Lionsgate release directed by
Paul Haggis and stars Russell Crowe,
Elizabeth Banks and Ty Simpkins.
Running time: 122 minutes.

Holy Trinity Seniors
Announce Luncheon
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Senior Social Club will hold its an-
nual Christmas luncheon on Mon-
day, December 13. It will take place
at 12:30 p.m. at the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, located at 336
First Street in Westfield.

On Monday, January 10, the club
will welcome Superior Court Judge
William L’E. Wertheimer as its guest
speaker at 1:30 p.m. For further in-
formation, call (908) 924-5454.

St. Paul’s Day School
Posts Book Fair Dates
WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day

School’s Annual Book Fair will be
held on Tuesday and Wednesday, De-
cember 7 and 8, from 8:50 a.m. to 3
p.m. The school is located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield. The book
fair will feature a selection of New
York Times bestsellers and the latest
cookbooks, in addition to an assort-
ment of popular children’s books.

Victoria Perla, author of “When Santa
Turned Green,” will visit the school to
read to some of the afternoon classes.
Her book also will be featured at the
fair. “When Santa Turned Green” is a
holiday story that introduces young-
sters to environmental concerns and
ways that they can make a difference.

Local Students Earn
St. Peter’s Honors

AREA – Forty-four seniors from
Saint Peter’s Prep in Jersey City were
inducted as members of the McNally-
Sinnott Chapter of the National Honor
Society, recognizing their excellence
in the areas of scholarship, leader-
ship, service and character.

Highlights of the induction ceremony
include reflections on various topics by
the chapter officers. President Douglas
Payne, formerly of Westfield, spoke on
scholarship, vice president George
Aquila on character, secretary Andrew
Donofrio on leadership and treasurer
Sean Ryan on service.

Local inductees include Westfield
residents Matthew Hartzell, William
Reynolds and John Serzan; Scotch
Plains residents Joseph Carroll and
Peter LiVolsi and Mountainside resi-
dent Matthew LaBau.


