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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

GRAND RE-OPENING 

SPECIALS
Dec.31NOW THRU

FREE GIFT WHEN YOU OPEN A
PROVIDENT PLATINUM CHECKING ACCOUNT!*

You can’t get a better checking account than this! Provident Platinum Checking rewards you for your total 
banking relationship1 by counting your deposit and loan balances. In return, you get the best suite of benefits
Provident has to offer such as no ATM fees, .25% bonus interest rate on Provident CDs2 and your choice of a
Tailgate bag or a Hamilton Beach griddle!

FREE GIFT WHEN YOU OPEN SELECT CHECKING ACCOUNTS!*

Most of our checking accounts come with a FREE Provident Visa® Debit Card* and FREE ProvidentConnect
Online Banking and Online Bill Payment.

*Restrictions apply. Ask for details. Limit one gift per household. Does not apply to $mart Checking accounts. Checking account must be opened on or before December 31, 2010.
Account must be opened with money not already on deposit at The Provident Bank. Transfers from existing Provident accounts do not qualify. Accounts closed within six months 
of opening are subject to up to a $50 gift surcharge. Gifts available only for accounts opened at Provident’s Fanwood branch. Gift offers valid while supplies last. Gifts provided at
account opening. IRS regulations require that the value of the gifts be reported on Form 1099-INT for tax purposes. Applicable taxes are the responsibility of the account holder.
Certain fees may apply if account requirements are not met; see Personal Accounts and Service Fees brochure for details. The Provident Bank reserves the right to substitute an
item of similar value. 1Related accounts may include any Provident checking, savings, Individual Retirement Accounts, certificates of deposit, consumer mortgage loans, and 
home equity, personal, or overdraft loan/line of credit accounts. For each statement period that the combined principal balances of the Provident Platinum Checking account and
all related deposit, loan, and line of credit accounts fall below $10,000, a monthly maintenance fee of $25 will be charged to the Provident Platinum Checking account. Minimum 
to open a Provident Platinum Checking account is $50. 2 Minimum opening balance for a CD is $500. Additional Information: Substantial Bank penalties, including forfeiture 
of interest and principal, may be imposed for early withdrawal of the CD principal balance. Refer to our Certificate of Deposit disclosure for other terms and conditions.

Member FDIC

Call 1-800-448-PROV or visit www.ProvidentNJ.com
to learn more about The Provident Bank.

SM

$500
Your choice of a wine tote
or a food processor!

or
more

GIFTS!
free
with new
accounts*

$1,000
Open with

or more
Your choice of a knife 

set or a lightweight 
stadium seat!

CELEBRATING LOCATION: Fanwood - 206 South Avenue

Open with

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

ON SALE NOW

AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street 

“WESTFIELD”

“Westfield,” a new volume 
of fascinating images and 
details about our town’s 
rich past, from the archives 
of the Westfield Historical 
Society, by Jayne Book 
Salomon.  $20
Arcadia Publishing, 2010 

Sales at the Westfield Memorial Library 
to benefit the Westfield Memorial Library Foundation. 

www.WMLFoundation.org   908.248.4542 

Renna Wonders Why Leadership
Of UCDC Is Not More Diverse

“Let’s talk about race, baby.”
If comments made in a recent Westfield

Leader article about Democratic voters
in urban parts of the county are consid-
ered an attack on people of color, then
why aren’t people of color calling for the
make-up of Union County government to
be more diverse?

Why isn’t the leadership of the Union
County Regular Democratic Committee
more diverse as well? A look at both will
show you that people of color have very
little to do with them.

I call for a diversity study of leadership
among the Union County employee posi-
tions. What are the percentage of minori-
ties and women in leadership positions?
This isn’t the first time this subject has
caught my attention, and I’ve spoken out
about it in the past.

In 2008, a white male replaced the only
African-American department head who
had been an employee for 46 years; his
salary was $98,965 at the time of his
retirement. The younger, less experienced
employee was hired with a starting salary
of $110,000 – an $11,035 salary increase
for the same job.

I questioned this during my five min-
utes allotted me to speak at a Freeholder
meeting, and I wasn’t given any response.
The two African-American Freeholders
(there are always two) present that night
didn’t offer any comments or concerns
either.

The subject wasn’t picked up by any
representatives of minority groups. I
didn’t write to them, and they don’t at-
tend Freeholder meetings.

Except for one white woman, all Union
County department heads are white males.

The clerk is a white woman; her deputy
is white.

The surrogate is a white male; his
deputy is white.

The county manager is a white male;
his assistant is a white female.

The sheriff and two of the three under-
sheriffs are white males; the one other
under-sheriff is African-American; he is
the son of Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-

Union).
The prosecutor is a white male, as is his

first assistant and chief of detectives.
The public safety director is a white

male.
The county police chief and all three

captains are white.
The jail is run by a white male, and his

assistant is white.
The juvenile detention director is a

white male, and his assistant is a white
female.

The director of social services is an
African-American male.

The leadership of the Union County
Democratic Committee, its elected mu-
nicipal chairs and legislative representa-
tives, is also over 95 percent white.

There is no debating that in the six
urban towns – out of the 21 municipali-
ties that elect all nine at-large Free-
holders – registered Democrats out-
number Republicans almost 3-to-1
countywide.

I don’t agree with the word “urban”
being a reference to people of color. I
lived in cities most of my life. I also don’t
agree that the word “ignorant” is a racist
word referring to people of color. I be-
lieve it’s racist to even consider it is, and
it shouldn’t be tolerated in politics.

But, I am glad the topic was brought up
by several people at the last Freeholder
meeting, including Freeholders who de-
manded apologies from Republican can-
didates for Freeholder, whom they per-
ceived to have made racist remarks about
the voters who supported their Demo-
cratic leadership.

The word “ignorant” was thrown
around a lot on all sides of this politically
orchestrated brouhaha.

Let us all look at the leadership of our
union county government, which lays
claim to approximately ¼ of our property
taxes regardless of our race, town of
residence, income or ability to pay them.
The truth shall set us free.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Letters to the Editor
www.westfieldareachamber.com

It’s Gift Coin Time
By HARRIET SCHULMAN

It’s that time of the year when gift-
giving is happening everywhere! What
better way to express your appreciation
for that special person than a Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce gift coin.

A favorite gift for 12 years, the gift
coin holds a value of $25. Would you
like to get a gift for someone and sup-
port your local community at the same
time? Do you need a gift for someone
who has everything? Do you need a gift
for someone, but you don’t know what
they need? How about a gift for a
teacher, a coach, a co-worker, or a gift
to say thank you to someone? The
answer may be a Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce gift coin.

All coins come in a nice gold box and
are accepted at many retail establish-
ments in Westfield. A complete list of
all merchants that accept these coins
will be provided when you purchase
the coins. In addition, you can go on the
Chamber’s website,
westfieldareachamber.com, and see a
list of all merchants who accept these
coins. For example there are restau-
rants, drug stores, bakeries, retail es-
tablishments and hairdressers, to men-
tion a few.

In addition to the $25, you will also
be charged a small service charge of
$2.50 for each coin purchased. These
fees help to defray the costs associated
with running the gift-coin program.
These coins can be purchased at First
State Bank, which is located at 405
South Avenue, West, in Westfield. Gift

coins are accepted as cash, and change
will be given when a customer makes a
purchase. Most importantly, there are
no expiration dates on these coins nor
do they lose their value over time.

We invite you to help to support the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce,
local merchants and your community
by giving gift coins this holiday season,
and throughout the year.

***
Harriet Schulman is the treasurer of

the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce – a CPA, sole proprietor, with an
office in Fanwood.

‘Mothers on a Mission’ Helps
Uganda Orphans and Families

WESTFIELD – About a year ago,
Westfield residents Kerry Mooney
and Ali Costalos read a book that
changed their lives. “Half the Sky”
sheds light on oppression of women
and girls around the world, and ex-
plains how empowering women is
not only moral, but also the key to
fighting poverty and extremism.

Moved by the stories in the book,
Mrs. Mooney, Mrs.  Costalos and
about two-dozen friends and acquain-
tances formed a nonprofit organiza-
tion called Mothers on a Mission.
The organization is aimed at helping
women and children in developing
countries achieve equality and jus-
tice through education and healthcare.

Now, thanks to the tremendous suc-
cess of its inaugural fundraiser, held
November 13 at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield, Mothers on a Mis-
sion is doing just that.

The event, attended by nearly 150
people, raised money for the Our
Lady of Peace Children’s Ark Or-
phanage and the Alanyi Health Cen-
ter, both in Uganda. These facilities
provide vital services to a part of the
world where children, especially girls,
have limited access to basic educa-
tion and healthcare.

Featuring live and silent auctions,
the fundraiser exceeded its goal by
nearly 50 percent. As a result, Moth-
ers on Mission will be able to sponsor
41 orphans at the orphanage for next
year, and fund the construction of an
operating room at the health center.

“Reading ‘Half the Sky’ changed
my life,” said Mrs. Mooney, a mother
of three and president of Mothers on
a Mission. “Now, thanks to the gener-
osity of all the people who attended

the fundraiser, we can help change
the lives of these children.”

In addition to dinner, drinks and
music provided by deejay Mike
Martino of MD Entertainment, the
event also featured live music by stu-
dents from the Westfield High School
orchestra, flower arrangements by
Sarah Fortune-Langhart of Notting
Hill Flower Studio and the
auctioneering services of Fanwood
resident Jock Thompson.

It also featured a moving presenta-
tion by Sister Carole MacKenthun, a
Sister of Mercy and teacher at St.
Catherine School in Spring Lake. Sr.
Carole travels frequently to the area
served by the orphanage and health
center.

Sr. Carole told of the difficulties
faced by women and children in
Uganda because of a lack of
healthcare and educational opportu-
nities. For $350 a year, she said, any-
one can sponsor an orphaned or needy
child. The money enables the chil-
dren to receive an education by pay-
ing for the cost of uniforms, books
and daily lunch.

“Educating and empowering
women and girls has been proven to
be one of the most effective invest-
ments in developing countries,” said
Mrs. Costalos, vice president of
Mothers on a Mission. “As we pre-
pare for the holidays, our organiza-
tion is ready to help Westfield area
mothers – and fathers – help children
in developing countries achieve their
potential.”

Anyone interested in sponsoring a
child, or purchasing equipment for
the health center, can email
njmothersonamission@gmail.com.

Christmas Trees On
Sale in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Lions
Club, assisted by the Fanwood Fire
Department, is having its annual

Christmas
Tree Sale at
LaGrande
Park in
F a n w o o d
from De-
cember 1 to
23. Bal-
sams, Dou-
glas Firs,
Frasier Firs,
wreaths and
roping are
on sale on

weekdays from 6:30 to 9 p.m. and
weekends from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Pro-
ceeds go to local charities.

See email list
for all state

Legislators at
www.goleader.com


