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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Selcouth – Rare; unusual
2. Synocil – In zoology, a sense organ

in sponges
3. Zabra – Small sailing vessel
4. Zimb – Dipterous insect of Ethiopia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INEXTIRPABLE
1. Not subject to corruption
2. Uncontrollable; unmanageable
3. Not to be uprooted
4. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
TIND

1. To force or drive out; expel
2. To mix or jumble
3. To bend or turn
4. To kindle

INDUVIAE
1. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
2. The withered leaves which remain

on the stems of some plants
3. Discolored or blackened
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
THRENODY

1. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace

2. Of little or no consequence
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. The art of magic; legerdemain

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Please Demand That Westfield Replace
Prerogative with Logic and Reason

Bury: No ‘Urban’ Voter Swung This
Election; It Was the Ignorant Voter

FW Reader Sees ‘Little Evidence’
Of Financial Transparency in County

‘America Is Not
A Christian Nation’

Editor’s Note: The writer is re-
sponding to Pat Leonard’s letter to
the editor published on November
25.

I wish to offer a correction. America is
not a Christian nation, as it is not a nation
of any one religion, but rather equally
accepts all religions.

The First Amendment of the United
States Constitution states in part, “Con-
gress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof.”

To say that America is a Christian
nation is to say that a citizen who is not
Christian is less of an American. This is
offensive and exclusionary to those of
other faiths.

The suggestion that someone not want-
ing to share in a particular religious belief
and celebration not attend public school
is shocking. The public schools should be
a place where all can come to learn in an
atmosphere of inclusion and comfort.

If someone wants their child educated
in a religious atmosphere, they have the
freedom to send their child to a private
religious school. That is what living in
America means.

Kenneth Lipstein
Scotch Plains

Pfeiffer Family Thanks
All For Their Support
On behalf of the entire Pfeiffer Family,

we wish to express our deepest thanks to
all the fire departments, police depart-
ments, First Aid squads and people within
the communities who have extended their
prayers and thoughts to our family during
this most difficult time of our lives with
the loss of our son, Lt. James Christian
Pfeiffer.

The outpouring has been so over-
whelming that we hope that this letter
reaches all of you who have been and
continue to be there for our family.

We also wish to thank all of you who
have so generously donated to the Carly
Pfeiffer Fund that was established for
Jim’s one-and-a-half-year-old daughter.

June and Jim Pfeiffer
The Pfeiffer Family

Cranford

Why Did It Take Democrats So
Long to Respond to GOP Comments?

ShopRite Victim Asks
For Some Accountability

Is personal accountability a thing of
the past?

On Saturday, November 27, at about
12:45 p.m., my husband ran into the
ShopRite in Garwood. He was only in
there for about 15 minutes, but that was
long enough for someone to hit our car –
a red Volkswagen Jetta.

They left a decent-sized dent along
with scraped paint to the driver’s-side
door – but no note. The Garwood Police
were called and took a report, and we are
waiting for ShopRite to view its security
videos.

Did it need to come to this? Where is
this person’s accountability for their ac-
tions? If they had just left a note with their
phone number, it could have been easily
solved, but now the police are involved.

It is unfortunate that at this time of the
year, we will have to pay to fix damages
to our car through no fault of our own. If
you decide to do the right thing, you can
e-mail me at mhardernj@aol.com, or if
not, once the video is reviewed, there
may be additional consequences.

Maryellen Sullivan
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Responding to Free-
holder Dan Sullivan’s letter last week:

******
Point taken. I think some of the com-

ments by your opponents this past No-
vember election were insensitive. Some
should even be categorized as stupid. I
believe those who were offended by the
comments cited should receive an apol-
ogy. But, it would be wrong to allow the
frustration that your opponents (and many
other constituents) feel to be character-
ized as something it’s not.

Secondly, the gloating to which I was
referring was not only your post-election
comments, but those of your party mem-
bers, particularly Senator [Ray] Lesniak,
during the “victory” celebration at
L’Affaire.

As quoted in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “New Jersey, take no-
tice. Union County is in charge…You
[Republican Party] had the second com-

ing of Jesus Christ, Chris Christie, against
us. And you lost.” That is gloating. I’m
surprised more people didn’t take offense
to that statement.

For me, the issues are still equitable
representation and financial transparency.
There is little evidence of those at the
county level. Are we truly one of the top
10 taxed counties, by percentage of in-
come, in the United States? I hope not.
That would be embarrassing. Please set
the record straight.

By the way, I recently found this clip
online (countywatchers.com). I’m sure
it’s taken out of context, but maybe this
group is onto something. Remember, this
country was forged from “stupid little
meetings.” I encourage others to take a
moment to view it. Your outburst is at
least worth a good chuckle.

Steven Eckstine
Fanwood

I have no objection to any freeholder
expressing his or her view in this or any
paper, but I take umbrage at any who
would misinterpret mine.

In my letter of November 18, I was not
calling your readers parrots, nor was I
implying that anyone who votes for
Democrats is ignorant.

Rather, I was calling this freeholder
board a bunch of parrots, bred for their
complaisance to the party machine over
the interests of the majority of taxpayers
and that anyone who would vote to main-
tain them in power must be ignorant of
their pedigree, motives and actions. Race
has no place in this discussion.

It is not any one race who has approved
of the third-highest property taxes in the
nation, dodgy budgets, treks for the county
manager to exotic locations to party with
his rock-star acquaintances, multi-mil-
lion-dollar golf clubhouses, upscale
doggie parks, million-dollar rock festi-
vals, twice as much debt as Morris County
holds, Gestapo tactics attempting to si-
lence critics and ceding de facto gover-
nance to the needs and whims of political
benefactors.

The blame lies with those willfully
ignorant of the real problems, including
Roselle Council president Jamel Holley,
who, at the last Freeholder meeting, stage-
managed a request for apologies from
Republican Freeholder candidates not
present by presuming any critical state-
ments of the current Democratic hege-

mony in the county as perforce racist.
Mr. Holley and his coterie left minutes

after presenting their petition. Had they
cared to stay, they might have noticed
that this meeting also included an ordi-
nance authorizing $44 million more in
Bond Anticipation Notes (which would
bring total county debt to near $600 mil-
lion, of which short-term BANs would be
close to a quarter-billion dollars) and
hundreds of thousands of dollars being
awarded to favored contractors and law-
yers, including $20,000 to a law firm
specializing in white-collar criminal de-
fense for what the county counsel ex-
plained to be an “ongoing investigation.”

It was not any “urban” voter who swung
this election. It was the ignorant voter. A
majority of the electorate couldn’t pick
the Freeholders out of a lineup (which
might prove necessary fairly soon) and
vote on gut instinct, viewing elections as
a game.

They might not realize it yet, but it’s
that sort of thinking that makes us all
losers. I welcome any and all comments,
including those of DS from Elizabeth. He
has every right to tell us what Charlotte
DeFilippo and Ray Lesniak think and
want, though he might consider attribut-
ing once in a while for the benefit of the
laity.

John Bury
Kenilworth

The late reaction to the Election Day
comments by GOP county candidates is a
bit interesting (don’t read the goleader
publications promptly?). And even more
hypocritical of the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee (UCDC) (which has an
apology petition on its website) since
they have no monopoly on the truth to
begin with.

The Victory 2010 (Hillside, N.J.) cam-
paign arm of the UCDC continually lied
(Summit police layoffs), made up issues
(sale of Runnells) and exceeded the con-
ventional rules of statement context in its
literature (library funding in Summit is a
fixed formula). And now they are of-
fended after they smashed their oppo-
nents. Also deliberately violating New
Jersey law by placing election posters on
utility poles is noted.

I found the charges of borderline rac-
ism absurd since the seven towns in-
volved in turning out the Democratic
vote (Elizabeth, Linden, Rahway,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Union and
Hillside) have a combined population
that is one-third white, one-third black/
African-American and one-third His-
panic. That only one out of 17 names on
the November 25 letter-to-the-editor is of
Hispanic origin may be more telling.

Also, the Victory 2010 group selec-
tively sent to urban areas a mailer that I
quote, “President [Barack] Obama last
week appealed to our community to vote
in the coming elections.” Considering the

2008 Democratic Primary results in Union
County were candidates Clinton, 53 per-
cent; and Obama 45 percent; even a “no-
brain-power” urban voter, such as my-
self, can read between the lines just as
well as the various Democratic letter sig-
natories did with the present issue in
question.

Finally, the individual decision-mak-
ing of the Union County electorate may
be demonstrated in the figures published
in this paper on November 11 – the Demo-
cratic freeholder vote spread (highest
candidate to lowest within party) was
429, and the GOP was 4,958 (over a
maximum voter count of 107,739)!
Roselle numbers, not published, had 60
and 41, respectively, (maximum count
4,207). Looking at various other indi-
vidual towns, the lockstep Democratic
pattern stayed the same for the freeholder
candidates no matter the local candidate
results.

I find this “rending of the garments” in
victory to be cynical. The urban versus
non-urban split has been a fact through-
out American political history, whether
federal or state. Whether it was the cre-
ation of Union County to escape Newark
or the Jacksonian Democrats’ fight against
the central (Eastern urban) bank, this
divide has its roots before the present and
without any ethnic implications

Roger Stryeski
Roselle

Prerogatives are defined as rights, privi-
leges or powers. They accompany rank or
status, and have nothing to do with reason
or logic.

In Westfield, this privilege has been
exercised by [Town Administrator Jim]
Gildea to your detriment by lowering the
number of firemen on a shift, thus endan-
gering your homes and your safety and
causing a reduction in the rating of the
town by the insurance industry, thus en-
dangering the premiums on our home-
owner policies.

All safety standards have been ignored
in the exercise of the prerogative. The
reason given is economics. O.S.H.A.
(Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration) has been bested by the dollar
sign.

Realizing the downturn of the
economy, the firemen signed a contract
with no raise. Realizing the need to create
new sources of income, the firemen pro-
posed a plan to provide transport to the
hospital and charge the appropriate insur-
ance policy (auto or medical) for the
exact same service presently performed
for free. Their suggestion predated the
plan announced by the county.

Without one person in Westfield hav-
ing to pay an extra dime, the plan could
realize from $250,000 to $500,000 per
year. This increased income would more
than offset the cost of hiring enough
firemen to return the town to a standard of
recognized safety and create a profit on
top.

The firemen’s request for a meeting to
present their plan has been without suc-
cess. One would normally think the town
would jump at the chance to make money
and allow their firemen to work within
the standards of safety.

The prerogative was exercised on June
30. Since then, the town was protected by
six-man shifts about 25 times. Does that
make you feel safe? Please keep in mind
Mr. Gildea cites no standard of safety for
his action. You are being placed in jeop-
ardy because he says so.

Please demand that the town explain to
you and me why it can’t implement this
plan. Tell us what is wrong with it. Why
we should forgo the money it could bring
in to support a standard of safety that is
recognized? Please demand that the town
replace its prerogative with facts, logic
and reason.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Thank You, Ken Rotter, For Your
Good Work as DEM Chairman

This month, Ken Rotter stepped down as chairman
of the Westfield Democratic Committee, a tedious
job where he was responsible for finding qualified
candidates to run for mayor and town council.

Mr. Rotter was successful in providing leadership
and taking politics out of the local governing body as
much as possible following a period of battles in the
late 90s, where local Democrats and Republicans
were often at each other’s throats on some issues.

In Westfield, there are a total of 50 spots open each
on the two political committees, consisting of one
female and one male from each of the town’s 25
voting districts. To his credit, Mr. Rotter was able to
keep all committee spots filled during his entire 11-
year tenure, which is not an easy task. During his
tenure, the town changed from two- to four-year

terms, thus changing the local election cycle to every
two years. This made Mr. Rotter’s job a little easier
and, we believe, reduced some of the tension on
sitting council members and town officials, who no
longer had to fear losing half of the eight council
seats each year.

In our opinion, Mr. Rotter did his part by making
sure Westfield had contested races of fine candidates
on Election Day. We thank him for the service he has
provided and hope he will continue to offer his time,
talents and skills in any number of the many volun-
teer opportunities that make Westfield such a great
town to live, work and visit.

Mr. Rotter was true to his party – but not above the
well being of the community. We look forward to this
trait in his successor.

What Is The Real Reason Behind Rush
To Extend Garbage Pacts Through 2045?

The Borough of Garwood and another dozen or so
Union County towns have been asked to extend their
existing 25-year contracts to dump garbage at the county’s
incinerator through the year 2045. The current pact wasn’t
set to expire until 2023. So, what’s the rush?

Garwood currently pays $64 per ton to dump at the
Rahway incinerator, an amount that rises slightly each
year. An attorney for DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick and Cole, a
Teaneck-based law firm that is working with the county
and UCUA to extend the lease with Covanta Energy, the
operator of the incinerator, told the council that by extend-
ing the contract another 22 years, the borough’s rate
would drop $12 per ton.

A lot of questions remain. For instance, according to
Borough Administrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma, the
borough has not been told what its rate will be for next
year. How can the borough’s governing body sign a 35-
year contract when the complete information on the
tonnage and the actual annual cost to the borough is
unknown? And what about the financial condition of
Covanta? Has anyone reviewed these records to ensure
this company is financially sound?

Also, what will be the borough’s required tonnage that
they must supply annually to the incinerator in the years
ahead? Towns that underproduce the given tonnage face
financial penalties, making any so-called lower tipping
fee “savings” moot. Is this a Pandora’s box?

We have been told that of the 14 towns that have
contracts with the county, only Elizabeth, Hillside, Lin-
den and Plainfield have signed contract extensions to

date. What actual contract have they signed? We’d like to
see a copy. It doesn’t seem that municipalities are jumping
to sign on the dotted line. What happens if new technolo-
gies are developed over the next few decades whereby
residents can dispose of their own household trash within
their homes, thus eliminating the need for incinerators? If
the borough and other towns sign these contracts, local
property taxes would still contain the financial ramifica-
tions from these long-term deals.

County officials have said the contract extension would
produce $276 million in savings for the county and towns.
What are these numbers based on? Is the county looking
into a crystal ball that projects these savings two to three
decades from now? And the contract with Covanta in-
cludes another five-year option, taking the contract through
2050.

Lengthy contracts of this sort seem like garbage deals.
We urge Garwood and other municipalities not to vote on
anything until full financial disclosures are presented for
Covanta and these contracts.

Or are officials once again going to sign without read-
ing the fine print? We saw what happened when Congress
failed to read the national health care bill before voting to
pass it. As House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said, “[But] we
have to pass the bill so that you can find out what is in it.”

A final thought – The cost to operate the incinerator will
be a quantitative number each year. So, if there are
“savings” to towns that sign on to the deal, then does that
mean the other towns will pick up an added burden? We
don’t get it.

Polliclips
Regarding Sen. Bob Menendez – Ac-

cording to the most recent statewide poll
by Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
PublicMind, 31 percent of his New Jer-
sey constituency have a favorable opin-
ion of him and 25 percent have an unfa-
vorable opinion. Another 44 percent ei-
ther are unsure (29 percent) or haven’t
heard of him at all (15 percent).

“Those are fairly anemic numbers for
an energetic guy who has already served
five years,” said Peter Woolley, a politi-
cal scientist and director of the poll.

Sen. Menendez, a Democrat, was ap-
pointed to the seat in January 2006 by
then-Governor Jon Corzine and was
elected in November 2006. He was elected
to a full six-year term later that year after
beating State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. His
seat is up for election in 2012.
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