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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM Joe

knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·We remove the hassle of collision repairs from you
promptly and perfectly!

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

ATTENDING FFA CONVENTION…One hundred and fifteen New Jersey repre-
sentatives attended the National FFA (Future Farmers of America) Convention on
October 20 to 23 in Indianapolis, Ind. Twelve New Jersey FFA Chapters were
represented, including Union County Vo-Tech. Pictured, from left to right, are:
John Morrow, retired agriculture teacher from Phillipsburg High School; Nancy
Trivette, program leader for agricultural education, and Bonnie Baldasare, agri-
culture teacher with the Union County Vocational-Technical High Schools.

Baldasare, Bistocchi Receive
Honorary FFA Degrees

SCOTCH PLAINS — One hun-
dred and fifteen New Jersey repre-
sentatives attended the National FFA
(Future Farmers of America) Con-
vention on October 20 to 23 in India-
napolis, Ind. Twelve New Jersey FFA
Chapters were represented: Allen-
town, Biotechnology High School,
Cape May, Cumberland,
Hackettstown, Newton, Northern
Burlington, Penns Grove,
Phillipsburg, South Hunterdon, Union
County and Warren Hills.

Four New Jersey residents received
the Honorary American FFA Degree:
New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture
Douglas Fisher; Bonnie Baldasare,
teacher of agriculture, Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools,
Scotch Plains; Thomas Bistocchi,
Union County Vo-Tech
superintendant; and John Morrow,
retired agriculture teacher.

The Honorary American FFA
Degree is bestowed upon teachers
who have created high-quality
agricultural-education programs

which inspire and motivate their
students to strive for success and
individuals who have provided
exceptional service to agriculture,
agricultural education, or FFA.

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427

OVER 100 YEARS   |    HOME HEATING OIL & AC   |    EQUIPMENT & INSTALLATION 

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

UCWA Says County Has
Spent $1 Mil. on Festivals

COUNTY – A report by the Union
County Watchdog Association
(UCWA) has found that more than $1
million has been spent so far this year
by Union County on music festivals,
based on a “detailed review of check
registries, available invoices,and em-
ployee overtime and comp-time in-
formation.

“Union County taxpayers paid at
least $1,029,670 to date to stage an
elaborate five-day rock festival/fair
in Clark’s Oak Ridge Park,” accord-
ing to Tina Renna, UCWA president.
“Despite maintaining at least one em-
ployee to oversee events, with the
title of Program Coordinator of Spe-
cial Events (salary $70,937), Union
County paid Across the River LLC
$27,500 for MusicFest consultation.”

UCWA said the county paid
$433,000 to This Is it! Productions to
stage events and another $334,925 to
the Union County Arts Center to pro-
cure acts. MusicFest, held in Septem-
ber at Oak Ridge Park in Clark, cost
$105,738 in Union County Police over-
time and $90,489 in county employee
compensatory time (for every hour
volunteered, county employees are
awarded 1.5 hours in paid time off).

Miscellaneous costs included
$21,300 for rain insurance to Hale
Insurance, $8,247 to A&E Mailing
Services for a mailer to children aged
5 to 15 to advertise the Kids’ King-
dom events, $7,630 to Clark for fire-
prevention staffing and $841 to Cross
and Oberlie for MusicFest lawn signs,
according to the UCWA findings.

These costs all have been docu-
mented through the Open Public
Records Act. Costs could not be ascer-
tained for the following: amounts paid
to county employees during regular
working hours to plan, set up and
clean up after the events; how many
employees would not be needed if
these festivals ceased; additional gen-
eral liability premiums for staging
these festivals with liquor and driving
involved and ASCAP fee that govern-
ments in the entertainment business
must pay ($4,631 in 2010).

The UCWA said costs were not
known for additional advertising
through the Union County Directions
newsletter.

“These ancillary costs could easily
inflate the total festival tab for Union
County taxpayers to upwards of $2
million,” Mrs. Renna said.

Additionally, the UCWA found
there to be no obvious controls over

the cash-only parking and beer con-
cessions. By contract, This Is It! Pro-
ductions was responsible for coordi-
nating parking and the beer garden.

“But no information was received as
to where, assuming the crowd estimate
of 80,000 to be accurate, the conserva-
tive estimate of $250,000 that these
concessions would have generated in
cash wound up,” Mrs. Renna said.

The UCWA said there were no
correlation between the statements
the county made regarding the costs
of Musicfest ($350,000) and docu-
mentation to back those numbers.

“Further, the county doesn’t ap-
pear to have solid knowledge on the
expenditure of these public funds
because they don’t keep a cost ledger,
or a single data source, to track the
expenses and income of this event;
rather, monies are being funneled
through third parties, and citizens
have no access to their records,” Mrs.
Renna said. A video recording of this
project can be found on
countywatchers.com.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Dems Rip Christie Over Loss
Of Funds for Charter Schools
New Jersey Democratic lawmakers

have criticized the Christie administra-
tion after it was revealed this week that
the state’s application for $14 million
to fund charter schools was rejected in
August by the federal government.
Democrats said the loss of the funds
shows that education is not a priority
for Governor Chris Christie’s adminis-
tration.

The Democrats’ reaction follows a
Philadelphia Inquirer report that the
grant would have given each new char-
ter school in the state $150,000.

“This is stunning but also, sadly,
another indication of the lackadaisical
approach this administration has to-
ward educating children,” Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver (LD-34, East
Orange), a Democrat, said. “The
Christie administration again dropped
the ball and submitted a very sketchy,
thrown-together application. New Jer-
sey taxpayers and children will once
again pay the price.” New Jersey also
lost out when its plan for $400 million
in Race To The Top funds was rejected
by the federal government, the fallout
of which led to the firing of Education
Commissioner Bret Schundler.

Hunterdon Sheriff, Undersheriff
Seek $10 Mil. Each in Damages
Republican Hunterdon County Sher-

iff Deborah Trout and Undersheriff
Michael Russo have filed tort claims of
their intent to each seek $10 million in
damages from the all-GOP Hunterdon
Freeholders, former Prosecutor J.
Patrick Barnes and others following a
investigation by the prosecutor’s office
in 2008, according to a nj.com report.

Former Sheriff’s Office investigator
John Falat Jr. has filed a similar notice
and also plans to seek $10 million in
damages. The lawsuit relates to a 2008
Hunterdon County Prosecutor’s Office
investigation of crimes allegedly com-
mitted by Sheriff Trout, Mr. Russo and
Mr. Falat. A grand jury indicted them
on 43 counts of official misconduct and
other crimes. A Superior Court judge

dropped charges after the Attorney
General’s Office presented informa-
tion saying that the grand-jury indict-
ments were “defective.”

Meanwhile, former Assistant
Hunterdon County Prosecutor Will-
iam McGovern has accused the State
Attorney General’s Office of lying to
the judge in order to have charges against
Sheriff Trout dismissed. He said in his
claim that he plans to sue the state,
sheriff’s office and others over actions
that damaged his reputation and forced
his early retirement.

State Board OK’s Bailout
For Low-Income Project in Eliz.
The New Jersey Local Finance Board

has approved $18.3 million in financ-
ing to bail out the Oakwood Plaza
renovation plan. Developers plan to
demolish the 357-unit low-income
rental housing project and replace it
with 26  townhouse units, according to
a report in The Record.

Lautenberg’s Son to Seek
Seat in Colorado Legislature

Politickernj.com has reported that
Josh Lautenberg, a Vail, Colo., realtor
and son of United States Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.), wants to run for
the seat of state Rep. Christine Scanlan,
a Colorado Democrat who is stepping
down to take a position with Governor-
elect John Hickenlooper.

Scalera Resigns; Dems Said to
Want to Redistrict Nutley

Assemblyman Frederick Scalera
(LD-36), a legislator since 2003, has
resigned his seat after seven and a half
years to take a private-sector job. A
former Nutley deputy fire chief, poli-
tics is said to have factored into his
decision, as Nutley may be redistricted
into the heavily Democratic Districts
28 or 34 next year. Assembly Speaker
Sheila Oliver’s hometown of East Or-
ange is in District 34. The Record has
reported that former Assembly Repub-
lican Majority Leader Paul DiGaetano,
a Nutley native and 2001 gubernatorial
candidate, might attempt to regain a
seat in the 36th District in the 2011
election.

Accreditation Panel
To Assess Sheriff’s Office

ELIZABETH — Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich has announced
that assessors from the Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies, Inc. (CALEA) will examine
all components of the Sheriff’s Office
on December 5 and 6 as part of the New
Jersey State Association of Chiefs of
Police Accreditation Alliance Program.

New Jersey State Association of
Chiefs of Police is an Alliance Part-
ner with CALEA, the national law
enforcement accreditation agency.
The assessors are Barrington Police
Chief Joseph H. Eisenhart Jr. and
New Jersey State Police Lieutenant
Colonel Al Kernagis (retired). The
assessment will include examining
policies, procedures, management,
operations and support services.

As part of the on-site assessment,
law-enforcement employees and
members of the public are invited to
offer comments by calling (908) 527-
4060 on December 6 between 10
a.m. and noon. Comments are lim-
ited to five minutes and must address
the sheriff’s office ability to comply
with CALEA standards. Copies of
the standards are available at the
Union County Sheriff’s Office. For
more information, contact Sergeant
John Diorio at (908) 527-4488.

Dems Unveil Alternative
To GOP Arbitration Plan

TRENTON – Democratic law-
makers unveiled a plan, last week, to
cap salary and benefit awards that
police and firefighters can receive
through  contract arbitration. The
Democrats’ plan would impose a
cap at 2 percent for three years, and
it would be evaluated after that. Gov-
ernor Chris Christie’s proposal
would impose a 2-percent cap on
arbitration awards and collective-
bargaining agreements, with no ex-
piration date.

Arbitration reform is one of the
largest and most important pieces of
the 33-bill “tool kit” aimed  a help-
ing towns meet the new 2-percent
cap on tax levies.


