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SPFHS Hosts College
Night Earlier in Fall
FANWOOD – The College Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains and the
Counseling Department at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) hosted their 59th annual
College Night earlier this fall at
SPFHS. More than 130 colleges, uni-
versities and other post-secondary
options were represented, many hav-
ing two or more representatives.

The College Club chairpersons,
Jean Naugle and Cathy Hirschorn,
thanked all volunteers who helped
make the night successful. Among
them were the SPFHS DECA stu-
dents, who assisted in the escorting
of the college reps, and the College
Club members, who greeted the stu-
dents and parents who attended.

The kitchen crew helped set up and
serve foods, donated by club mem-
bers, for the college reps dinner. Sev-
eral College Club members assisted
with sending the invitations and thank-
you notes out to all the colleges.

The College Club looks forward to
another successful year in 2011. If
interested in becoming a club mem-
ber or for more information, visit
collegeclubfsp.org/home or e-mail
CollegeClubFSP@yahoo.com.

November, 2007 Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS...Festive wreaths adorn lampposts in Fanwood around the train
station in anticipation of the holiday season that follows Thanksgiving.

THANK YOU FROM AFAR…Residents of the Children’s Ark Orphanage in
Uganda express their thanks for donations received from the “Mothers on a
Mission” inaugural fundraiser, held November 13 at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield. See story on page 5.

Cranford Battles Over Land
Development, Sewer Fees

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Some two dozen
residents turned out for Tuesday’s
township committee meeting to ex-
press support for designating as open
space the Orange Avenue property
that formerly was the site of the
Solomon Schecter Day School. The
committee then introduced an ordi-
nance to that effect, with a public
hearing and vote set for Tuesday,
December 14.

The township government bought
the four-acre tract earlier this year
using proceeds from a nearly $2-
million bond to finance the purchase,
which was done, according to the
four committee members who backed
the move, to prevent the property
from being developed. Democratic
Commissioner Daniel Aschenbach,
who is slated to become mayor next
year after his party won majority
control of the committee in last
month’s election, opposed the pur-
chase as too expensive. But the Re-
publican majority said the township
would seek to pay the bond by selling
off a number of smaller, unusable
municipal properties.

Eighteen residents spoke about
the ordinance rezoning the prop-
erty as open space, with all but two
— Democratic Committeemen-
elect Kevin Campbell and Ed
O’Malley — voicing support. The
two Democrats, who will join the
committee in January, said other
options should be explored, includ-
ing offering the land to the county
to purchase as open space.

But the majority of the residents
who spoke, most of whom live ad-
jacent to the Solomon Schecter
property, said they feared develop-
ment of the land, with several
homeowners raising the possibility
of further flooding problems from
an underground creek if that av-
enue was pursued.

A Sutton Place resident said,
“Cranford does not need more of a
flood problem.” Darren Gottesmann
called the property “probably the
last significant area of land in
Cranford.”

Most residents who spoke said
they enjoyed having open land in
their neighborhood, with several cit-
ing their children’s enjoyment of
the property, which at present con-
tains some makeshift playground
equipment along with soon-to-be-
removed rubble from the razed
school building.

During the hour-long series of
resident comments, punctuated by
input from Mayor Mark Smith and
Mr. Aschenbach, tempers between
the two flared when Mayor Smith
accused Mr. Aschenbach of having
gone “behind the committee’s back”
to speak about the property with a
developer, a charge the incoming
mayor denied. After defending his
open space preservation record, Mr.
Aschenbach said he favored look-
ing at other options for the Orange
Avenue property, including a pos-
sible sale to the county, but Mr.
Smith accused county officials of
having reneged on past promises,
including promised aid for flood
control.

Mr. Aschenbach told the mayor
that his “inability to have relations”
with the county government was a
“detriment to Cranford.” The mayor
then accused Mr. Aschenbach of
siding with builders, listing several
and telling him “every bit of devel-
opment in Cranford seems to come
through you.”

At its December 14 meeting, in
addition to considering the rezon-

locked in.”
Jennifer Edwards of Acacia Finan-

cial Group said, “We will look to
process the transaction within the
next month, but we want to get the
most favorable rate possible.”

Tony Sorini of bond council
McManaman and Scotland also was
present during Tuesday’s refinanc-
ing bond hearing. He said, “Local
finance board approvals are good for
one year, and approvals may be in
place until at least a 3 percent savings
is realized.”

The BOE also accepted the resig-
nations of special education teacher
Shirley Frith and Confidential Ad-
ministrative Secretary Susan Nugent
after more than 20 years of service in
Mountainside. BOE President Mary-
Beth Schaumberg said, “Both of these
great ladies are retiring and I thank
them for the years of service to our
kids.”

Kean Students Collecting
Gifts for ‘Toys for Tots’

Yospin, Kunzman, Davis and Lehrer,
does not receive a salary or retainer,
but is paid hourly and receives no
PERS credits. According to the bills
obtained by The Leader and The
Times, Mr. Lehrer and members of
his firm bill the township between
$125 and $150 per hour.

Mr. Marion told the paper that he
believed the township attorney was
previously a salaried position, as was
the position of assistant township at-
torney, and that the “salary covered
everything general” but litigation was
billed separately.

In Fanwood, the borough only re-
ceives a bill if there is a project not
covered by the retainer. Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis, of the firm
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and Davis,
receives a retainer of $62,796. In
2009, the borough laid out an addi-
tional $3,282 for a planning-board
issue and through September 2010
has paid an additional $1,047.

In 2009, Westfield’s legal bills to-
taled over $148,000. In addition to
Mr. Cockren’s salary, Westfield has
spent over $70,841 in legal bills
through September 2010. So far this
year, the town has spent over $21,000
on general litigation, which includes
such lawsuits against the town as
those by Robert and Adele Ball over
repairs to their home and the neces-
sary variances that were rejected by

the Westfield Board of Adjustment;
Joseph Buontempo, a developer
seeking a subdivision on Seneca
Place, and Sunnyside, seeking high-
density housing development, in-
cluding affordable housing, on
Springfield Avenue.

The rest of the town’s legal bills
includes over $26,000 spent defend-
ing the town on tax appeals. The
town also spent $2,955 to have Mr.
Cockren and his firm represent the
town in municipal court to pros-
ecute violators of the town’s prop-
erty-maintenance code and board of
health regulations.

The Township of Scotch Plains has
spent over $180,897 through Sep-
tember. The township hired Mr.
Lehrer in March but, according to
Mr. Marion, the previous firm of
Brenner and Levine is continuing to
work on some cases. The Leader and
The Times were told that no records
existed regarding the legal costs to
the township for 2009, but copies of
all invoices for 2010 were provided.

For 2010, thus far, the township
has spent $8,774 on the Forest Park
Village versus Scotch Plains law-
suit; $630 on cell towers; $17,180
on tax appeals; $2,385 on Senior
Housing Corporation, and over
$55,217 on general legal costs, which
includes meeting attendance, tele-
phone calls and ordinance writing.

UNION – More than 17 depart-
ments and student organizations at
Kean University have joined to collec-
tively spread some holiday cheer.

Liberty Hall Museum, Premiere
Stages, the Center for Leadership &
Service and the Kean University Ser-
vice Corp. are among the groups col-
lecting items for Toys for Tots through
Wednesday, December 15. Kean
urges the community to help needy
young people in Union County by
bringing an unwrapped gift for chil-
dren from infants to age 15 to Liberty
Hall’s Blue House or to drop-off lo-
cations throughout the campus.

Drop-off locations include Lib-
erty Hall Museum, 1003 Morris
Avenue, Union; Kean University’s
Main Campus, 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union; Kean University East Cam-
pus, 215 North Avenue, Hillside,
and various special events, includ-
ing Premiere Stages’ Holiday Read-
ings Series (December 9 to 11 at 7
p.m.) The holiday-themed readings
of new plays are free to the public
with the donation of a gift for the
campaign.

Staff from the Liberty Hall Mu-
seum at Kean University will take
the collected toys to the Marine Toys
for Tots Foundation. Premiere Stages
is the professional theater in resi-
dence at Kean University, produc-
ing new plays and developing edu-
cational initiatives for the student
population and the community at-

large.
Established in 2009, the Kean Uni-

versity Service Corp. brings students,
faculty and staff together to volunteer
for a variety of community service
projects throughout the year.

Last season, the Toys for Tots cam-
paign at Kean University gathered over
500 toys, which were distributed by the
Marines. The mission of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Pro-
gram is to collect new, unwrapped toys
during the holiday season each year,
and distribute them as Christmas gifts
to needy children in the communities in
which the campaign is conducted.

The collection and distribution of
toys takes place in the communities
where a Marine Corps Reserve Unit is
located. In communities without a Re-
serve Unit, the campaign is often con-
ducted by a Marine Corps League
Detachment or group of men and
women, generally veteran Marines,
authorized by the Marine Toys for
Tots Foundation to conduct a local
campaign. Local Toys for Tots Cam-
paign coordinators conduct an array
of activities throughout the year, which
include golf tournaments, foot races,
bicycle races and other voluntary
events designed to increase interest in
Toys for Tots, and concurrently gener-
ate toys and monetary donations.

For further information about the
Toys for Tots program at Kean Uni-
versity, call Liberty Hall Museum at
(908) 527-0400.

 Jonathan O’Hea forThe Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SANTA’S HELPERS...Downtown Westfield Corporation Director Sherry Cronin, the Westfield Community Band and reindeer show up to help Santa and Mrs. Claus
with the Christmas tree-lighting festivities Sunday night in Westfield.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MERRY MUSIC…The Westfield Community Band performs last Sunday evening
during Westfield’s annual Christmas tree-lighting event.

Residents Continue Plea to Move
Central Light to Clover Intersection

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Several residents
attended Tuesday night’s Westfield
council meeting to voice their opin-
ions on the pedestrian signal that has
been installed in front of Adina
Enculescu’s Central Avenue home.

Former Westfield Police Officer
Greg Kasko told the council that he
followed its direction and filed an
Open Public Records Act request at
Union County to obtain a copy of the
“warrant analysis” that was performed
in order to determine the need for a
traffic light on Central. According to
the report, produced by The Louis
Berger Group, a pedestrian signal
was recommended at the intersection
of Clover Street and Central.

Mr. Kasko questioned how the sig-
nal ended up in front of Ms.
Enculescu’s home rather than at the
recommended intersection.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky had Mr.
Kasko read the title of the report, which
reads, “Pedestrian Signal between the
Intersections of Central Avenue with
Clover Street and Roger Avenue.” Mr.
Kasko said that, despite the title of the
report, the conclusion was for a signal
at Clover and Central, not Ms.
Enculescu’s property.

Maria Carluccio of Central Avenue
said, “Anyone that looks at the traffic
light placed in my neighbor’s drive-
way has seen it as wrong, except this
group.” She accused the council of
“clearly cherry-pick[ing] the ques-

tions you want to answer” and said
that the “light never would have been
planted in your front yard.”

Ms. Enculescu said the signal
makes drivers think that her drive-
way is a street and that her “house is
in a very unsafe position.” She told
the council that her house has been
devalued and said she was not noti-
fied of the project beforehand. Ms.
Enculescu claimed that Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca “didn’t tell the truth”
when he said a flier was distributed to
her home advising of the project be-
cause it was addressed to residents of
several side streets and not her.

“I am scared to stay and live in my
house,” she told the council, as she
fears a car will “kill me or destroy
my house.”

Mayor Skibitsky told Ms.
Enculescu the council would reevalu-
ate the signal after it had been in
operation for some time.

Lisa Diccico of Cambridge Road
told the council she felt comments
she had made at a previous meeting
were later misrepresented. She said
she does not agree with where the
light was placed, and has no objec-
tion to a light at Central and Clover.
She also complained to the council
that there are seven pedestrian cross-
ing signs in a one-block area on Cen-
tral and that it is “a little bit of over-
kill.” She said there is only one sign
at the Post Office and no signs at
Central and Grove Street.

In other business, the council

unanimously passed an ordinance on
second and final reading that raises
parking permit fees and on-street
parking meter rates as of January 1,
2011.

Fees for permits in lots 3 and 8, the
South Avenue Train Station lot and
the North Avenue lot will rise from
$576 to $636 a year, and the fee for
lot 6 (Watterson Street) will go up
from $360 to $390 per year. Addi-
tionally, on-street meter parking fees
will be raised from 50 cents to 75
cents an hour, which affects approxi-
mately 195 spaces. Pay station park-
ing lot rates of 50 cents per hour will
remain the same.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion establishing its meeting sched-
ule for 2011.
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Area Attorneys’ Fees

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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F-SP Rotary Holds
Sale of Luminaries

FANWOOD – The Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will begin
its annual sale of luminary kits this
Saturday, December 4, for illuminat-
ing streets and sidewalks on Christ-
mas Eve. Luminaries will be sold at
the Fanwood Public Works Garage
on Manfra Way, opposite the
Fanwood Memorial Library at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

The sale will take place on Satur-
days and Sundays and on Friday,
December 24. Sale hours will be 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., except on December
24, which will be 9 a.m. to noon only.

Kits will cost 50 cents apiece in
quantities of 50 or more (60 cents per
kit for smaller quantities). Kits in-
clude a candle and paper bag. Sand to
ballast the bags will be available at the
Fanwood Garage as well, with Boy
Scouts available to help load car trunks.

“Because we’re offering a lower
price for quantities of 50 or more
kits, we hope that customers will
consider buying generous quantities,
for example, to line a curb where
neighbors may be away from home
during the holidays,” said Neil
Schembre, Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Luminary Chairman.

parking spaces. The swim club “felt
that the loss of three parking spots
would not hinder their operations,” ac-
cording to Mr. Tardy.

“Based on our research for [swim
clubs],” Mr. Tardy explained, “one park-
ing spot for every 50 square feet of pool
surface area is on the high side, and one
parking spot for every 75 square feet of
pool surface area is on the low side. On
the high side, that would only require
that we would need 98 parking spots, so
even with our proposed facility, there
would still be an excess [of parking
spots].”

 Mr. Tardy later explained that T-
Mobile arrived to this conclusion by
researching the ordinances of two other
New Jersey municipalities, Marlboro
Township in Monmouth County and
one other unspecified municipality.

The facility will have minimal equip-
ment lighting located on the cabinets
themselves, and there will be no light
spillage outside the facility. There will
be no noise or odor emanating from the
facility as well.

A professional planner for the “Fight
the Tower” group will testify at the
Monday, December 13, meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Testimony Continues
On Proposed Cell Tower

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A WARM ‘RECEPTION?’…Christopher Nevill, a licensed planner, testifies on
behalf of T-Mobile’s application to erect a 120-foot monopole on Willow Grove
Swim Club Property.

ing ordinance, the committee will
vote on an ordinance repealing the
sewer utility that was created last
spring, thus restoring the status quo
in which sewer fees will be a line
item in the municipal budget. Resi-
dents will not be billed separately.


