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WARMING OTHERS…On Sunday, November 21, volunteers at Congregation
Beth Israel in Scotch Plains collected gently used coats to be distributed to those
in need through Jersey Cares, a non-profit organization that has been operating
coat drives for 14 years. Pictured, left to right, are: Diana Winigrad, Lisa Weisser,
Diana Cooper, Renee Litwin and Madison Cooper.

WOOF, HO HO…Get your Dog’s Photo with Santa taken on Saturday, Decem-
ber 4, from noon to 2 p.m. Visit Santa at Santa’s Photo Tent at the Knights of
Columbus, 2400 North Avenue in Scotch Plains. This fundraiser benefits the
homeless dogs of Brendan’s Meadows Rescue, a non-profit, dog rescue organiza-
tion. Dogs only, please. There is a suggested $8 donation. For information on
volunteering, donating or becoming a foster family, see brendansmeadows.com.

Courtesy of Michelle Daino
GRANDMA’S HELP...Gloria Henry, the grandmother of Elijah Ojo of Rahway,
and Judith Jacobson, the grandmother of Gabriel Melville of Scotch Plains, look
on as their grandsons complete a first-grade project Tuesday, November 23,
during Grandpersons Day at Wardlaw-Hartridge School.

REPRESENT…The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains had a successful College Night, with more than 130 colleges,
universities and other secondary options represented. See article on page 10.

Scotch Plains, Fanwood, County
Hold Holiday Events This Weekend

Towns Paying Legal Costs
Beyond Salaried Attorneys

AREA – Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the county will kick off the holi-
day season this weekend with a num-
ber of events. The Santa Train will
also be available this Saturday at the
Westfield station.

Scotch Plains’ Christmas celebra-
tion will be held this Sunday, Decem-
ber 5, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the Alan
Augustine Village Green on Park
Avenue. Horse-drawn carriage rides

will be offered from 2 to 4 p.m. for a
small fee, and an ice sculptor will
create a masterpiece there. A walk-
around clown will also be entertain-
ing.

The Scotch Plains Volunteer
Firefighters Association will also be
on hand to distribute free hot choco-
late. Santa Claus will arrive at 3 p.m.
and visit children until 5 p.m. at the
gazebo. Parents are invited to take

pictures. Santa will light the Christ-
mas tree at 5 p.m.

In neighboring Fanwood, the holi-
day season is also slated for Sunday
beginning at 3 p.m. Santa will be
seated under a big tent on the lawn in
front of the North Avenue train sta-
tion. Seasonal music, holiday crafts
and refreshments, all for free, will
also be available. Free photographs
of children with Santa will be taken.
Fanwood’s celebration concludes at
5 p.m., when Mayor Colleen Mahr
lights the Fanwood Christmas tree on
the train-station lawn.

Mayor Mahr will also have a vol-
unteer sign-up table for residents to
consider signing up to help plan and
stage events and programs offered by
the borough. Mayoral appointments
are made at the borough’s reorgani-
zation meeting in January.

Volunteer opportunities range from
communication (The Fanwoodian
newsletter), cultural and performing
arts, environmental, recreation and
Fanny Wood Day to the volunteer fire
department, rescue squad, TV 35,
and historic preservation. Anyone
who cannot make the event, but is
interested in volunteering, is asked to
contact the borough via e-mail, to
phoynes@fanwoodnj.orgor by call-
ing Pat Hoynes at (908) 322-8236,
extension 121, or mailing the volun-
teer form to “Volunteers,” 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood 07023.

Union County will present its 27th
annual Holiday Nature Craft Show at
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, on Sunday, December
5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The craft show
is being held in conjunction with the
Union County Menorah and Christ-
mas tree lighting celebration. Bringing
an item of dry or canned food or a new,
unwrapped toy – to be distributed
through local charities – will serve as
the price of admission.

More than 40 vendors will sell
handcrafted items such as natural
wreaths, ornaments, handmade gift
baskets and hand-painted or stenciled
home décor. Crafters and artisans will
also offer unique children’s toys, jew-
elry, stained glass and gift items with
wildlife, gardening and nature themes.
Light refreshments will be available
for purchase throughout the day.

Children will be able to visit with
Santa and Mrs. Claus from noon to
4:30 p.m. in the Trailside audito-
rium. Free children’s coloring and
face-painting, offered on the upper
level of the Visitor Center, will keep
the little ones entertained. The day
will culminate at 4:45 p.m. with the
Menorah and Christmas tree light-
ing.

The Santa Train, a holiday favorite
sponsored by The Jersey Central
Chapter of the National Railway His-
torical Society, will stop at the
Westfield station on Saturday, De-
cember 11. The train will depart from
the eastbound platform on South
Avenue at the Westfield station at 9
a.m. and 1 p.m. The trip features
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus along
with a few of Santa’s helpers. There
are sing-a-longs, candy canes and
coloring books for the kids. In addi-
tion, each car on the train will feature
a drawing for a train set.

The Santa train operates west from
Westfield to High Bridge and back, a
two-hour trip. Santa will visit to each
car and pose for pictures with the
kids. Tickets are $13 for adults and
$11 for children ages 1 to 12. There is
no charge for children under 1. Tick-
ets are available at Brunners Opti-
cians, 100 East Broad Street, and
Moto Photo, 251 North Avenue west,
both in Westfield, and at The
Rockinghorse, 29 Alden Street, in
Cranford or online at jcrhs.org.

Seating is limited, and any avail-
able tickets will be sold at the
Westfield station the day of the trip,
but there will be a $1 surcharge per
ticket. No credit-card purchases will
be available the day of the trip; only
cash or checks.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – With all New Jersey mu-
nicipalities facing a 2-percent cap on
next year’s operating budget, and each
town seeing a decrease in revenue
each year, one of the suggestions for
cost savings has been to put the posi-
tion of town attorney out for a modi-
fied bidding process known as RFP
(Request For Proposal.) Currently,
town attorneys are appointed by the
governing body, as are the municipal
prosecutor and public defender.

In order to gain a better under-
standing of what local towns are pay-
ing for attorneys, The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times served Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood with requests under the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) to
obtain legal bills from January
through September 2010 from each
of the part-time town attorneys and
the firms they work for on a full-time
basis.

Additionally, some towns, like
Westfield and Scotch Plains, have
separate attorneys for their planning

and zoning boards, while others have
separate attorneys just to handle tax
appeals, labor disputes and special
counsel for specific lawsuits.

Westfield’s part-time town attor-
ney since 2000, Robert Cockren, of
the firm SNR Denton, receives a sal-
ary of $63,345, which covers his at-
tendance at each council meeting,
ordinance writing and day-to-day le-
gal advice. He also participates in the
Public Employee Retirement System
(PERS) with over 25 years as a town
employee.

According to Town Administrator
James Gildea, Mr. Cockren serves as
the attorney for the town council and
its departments, including the board
of health and the office of the zoning
officer. Mr. Cockren and his firm bill
the town at a rate of $150 per hour for
services outside of his town attorney
duties, such as representing the town
in litigation and tax appeals.

Scotch Plains Township Adminis-
trator Chris Marion said Township
Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer, of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Coley,
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Audit Report Shows MS BOE
May See Tough Budget Cycle

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) heard the results of the
district’s Comprehensive Annual Fi-
nancial Report on Tuesday, indicat-
ing that the BOE may be in for a
tough ride this next budget cycle. The
BOE took steps to follow a corrective
action plan and moved forward with
the approval process for refunding
school bonds.

District auditor Bob Morrison said,
“We are pleased with the general
operations of the district,” but warned
the BOE, “The financial statements
represent the beginning of fiscal cri-
sis for the district.” He said, “You are
running out of surpluses.”

He reported the district began the
2009-2010 budget with a surplus of
about $2.8 million. The district used
almost $1 million of that surplus and
only replenished $100,000 by June
30, 2010. This leaves a surplus of
$1.8 million. He said the problem is
that “more than two-thirds of the $1.8
million is being used to balance the
2010-2011 budget,” leaving less than
$500,000 in surplus.

Mr. Morrison said the district’s
challenge for the 2011-2012 budget
will be to “come up with a million
dollars of non-tax revenue to replace
the surpluses that are no longer avail-
able.” He called it a “very large mag-
nitude order to fill.” He recommended
that the BOE look to “personnel costs,
salaries and employee benefits as a
means to find it.”

Board member Christopher Minks
said, “We may no longer have the
money, luxury or the ability to save
those jobs.” He continued, “It’s go-
ing to take every ounce of everyone’s
creativity, patience, cooperation and
understanding.”

The BOE granted its approval Tues-

day for the Acacia Financial Group to
arrange on behalf of the board a refi-
nancing of school bonds tied to con-
struction at Beechwood School. The
refinancing will be used to restruc-
ture the debt service, which has been
used to pay interest on the bonds
issued on July 15, 2001 in the amount
of $4,968,000. These bonds will be
sold and new bonds purchased in the
amount of $3.5 million.

Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles said, “We will do
better in the way of a lower interest
rate. The savings could amount to as
much as $30,000 a year, but the rate
to purchase the new bonds is not yet

Testimony Continues on Proposed
120-Foot Cell Tower at Swim Club

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjustment
met Monday night for the continuation
of a hearing on T-Mobile’s proposed
cell-phone tower at Willow Grove Swim
Club on Roosevelt Avenue. The meet-
ing was adjourned and will be contin-
ued on Monday, December 13, unless
otherwise specified.

Citizens against the cell tower,
dubbed “Fight the Tower,” questioned
if a coverage gap exists and expressed

annoyance that the tower would be
located within close proximity to chil-
dren.

“[T-Mobile] had left off [on October
20] with some radio-frequency-cover-
age testimony, and we were asked to
explore another alternative,” T-mobile’s
attorney, John R. Edwards, Jr. stated.

“We are still trying to obtain actual
drive-test data from that site. [Ben]
Shidfar [T-Mobile’s radio frequency
engineer] will not be testifying, and
instead, we will proceed with the site-
design testimony, and then when Mr.

Shidfar can obtain that data, he will be
back to present that,” Mr. Edwards told
the board at the start of the meeting.

T-Mobile’s first witness was site en-
gineer Peter J. Tardy of French &
Parrello Associates, P.A. of Wall.

“T-Mobile proposes to construct their
wireless facility on the southeastern
corner of the existing parking lot,” Mr.
Tardy explained. “In that area, they
have proposed to construct a 20-foot by
30-foot fenced-in compound to house
their 120-foot monopole.”

“[T-Mobile is] currently proposing
an eight-foot-high chain link fence with
privacy slats,” Mr. Tardy continued.
“Within this compound will be the
three main equipment cabinets for T-
Mobile as well as the 120-foot mono-
pole,” which will hold nine T-Mobile
antennas, but will be equipped to carry
an additional 18 antennas should other
wireless companies wish to co-locate
at that tower. The compound, however,
will only be big enough to hold the
equipment cabinets of one additional
wireless company.

“These facilities are unmanned fa-
cilities and will be visited approxi-
mately once every four to six weeks by
a technician,” Mr. Tardy explained,
“who will be on site for no more than
one to two hours” at a time. T-Mobile
will not provide a dedicated parking
spot for the technician’s vehicle.

The compound would take up three
of Willow Grove’s currently existing
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