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Your  friends  at  Allstate  wish  you  the  best
this  holiday  season  and  look  forward  to
serving you in 2011.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Happy Holidays From
Our Good Hands®

To Yours.

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater,
New Jersey.  © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company.

WOOF, HO HO…Get your Dog’s Photo with Santa taken on Saturday, Decem-
ber 4, from noon to 2 p.m. Visit Santa at Santa’s Photo Tent at the Knights of
Columbus, 2400 North Avenue in Scotch Plains. This fundraiser benefits the
homeless dogs of Brendan’s Meadows Rescue, a non-profit, dog rescue organiza-
tion. Dogs only, please. There is a suggested $8 donation. For information on
volunteering, donating or becoming a foster family, see brendansmeadows.com.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Westfield Leader
SANTA’S HELPERS...Downtown Westfield Corporation Director Sherry Cronin, the Westfield Community Band and reindeer show up to help Santa and Mrs. Claus
with the Christmas tree-lighting festivities Sunday night in Westfield.

from $360 to $390 per year. Addi-
tionally, on-street meter parking fees
will be raised from 50 cents to 75
cents an hour, which affects approxi-
mately 195 spaces. Pay station park-
ing lot rates of 50 cents per hour will
remain the same.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion establishing its meeting sched-
ule for 2011.
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Westfield

previously a salaried position, as was
the position of assistant township at-
torney, and that the “salary covered
everything general” but litigation was
billed separately.

In Fanwood, the borough only re-
ceives a bill if there is a project not
covered by the retainer. Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis, of the firm
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and Davis,
receives a retainer of $62,796. In
2009, the borough laid out an addi-
tional $3,282 for a planning-board
issue and through September 2010
has paid an additional $1,047.

In 2009, Westfield’s legal bills to-
taled over $148,000. In addition to
Mr. Cockren’s salary, Westfield has
spent over $70,841 in legal bills
through September 2010. So far this
year, the town has spent over $21,000
on general litigation, which includes
such lawsuits against the town as
those by Robert and Adele Ball over
repairs to their home and the neces-
sary variances that were rejected by
the Westfield Board of Adjustment;
Joseph Buontempo, a developer
seeking a subdivision on Seneca
Place, and Sunnyside, seeking high-
density housing development, in-
cluding affordable housing, on
Springfield Avenue.

The rest of the town’s legal bills
includes over $26,000 spent defend-
ing the town on tax appeals. The
town also spent $2,955 to have Mr.
Cockren and his firm represent the
town in municipal court to pros-
ecute violators of the town’s prop-
erty-maintenance code and board of
health regulations.

The Township of Scotch Plains
has spent over $180,897 through
September. The township hired Mr.
Lehrer in March but, according to
Mr. Marion, the previous firm of
Brenner and Levine is continuing
to work on some cases. The Leader
and The Times were told that no
records existed regarding the legal
costs to the township for 2009, but
copies of all invoices for 2010 were
provided.

For 2010, thus far, the township
has spent $8,774 on the Forest Park
Village versus Scotch Plains law-
suit; $630 on cell towers; $17,180
on tax appeals; $2,385 on Senior
Housing Corporation, and over
$55,217 on general legal costs, which
includes meeting attendance, tele-
phone calls and ordinance writing.
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The Borough of Garwood will
present its annual tree-lighting cer-
emony on Saturday, December 4, at 6
p.m. The rain date is Sunday, Decem-
ber 5, at 5 p.m. Santa Claus will be on
hand for the tree-lighting. There also
will be music and refreshments.

Union County will present its 27th
Annual Holiday Nature Craft Show
at Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter, 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, on Sunday, Decem-
ber 5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The craft
show is being held in conjunction
with the Union County Menorah and
Christmas tree-lighting celebration.
Admission is an item of dry or canned
food or a new, unwrapped toy to be
distributed through local charities.

More than 40 vendors will sell
handcrafted items. Crafters and arti-
sans also will offer unique children’s
toys, jewelry, stained glass and gift
items with wildlife, gardening and
nature themes. Light refreshments
will be available for purchase through-
out the day.

Children will be able to visit with
Santa and Mrs. Claus from noon to
4:30 p.m. in the Trailside auditorium.
Free children’s coloring and face-
painting will be offered on the upper
level of the Visitor Center. The day
will culminate at 4:45 p.m. with the
Menorah and Christmas tree-light-
ing.
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State GOP Says Its Jobs Bills
Have ‘Languished’ in Senate
TRENTON — Senate Republi-

can Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
Westfield) and Senator Joe Kyrillos
(R-Monmouth) Wednesday said that
“while they are encouraged that
Legislative Democrats have finally
realized the need to focus on com-
bating unemployment with less than
a month to go in the legislative
calendar, comprehensive job-cre-
ation measures proposed by Re-
publicans have been allowed to lan-
guish in the Senate.”

“I welcome ideas from any legis-
lator that will help put the 9.6 per-
cent of New Jersey residents who
are unemployed back to work,” said
Mr. Kean. “Senator Sweeney and
Speaker Oliver are correct in their
statement today that ‘little attention
has been paid to the issue of jobs and
the economy’ by the Legislature they
control.

“Republican Senators, meanwhile,
have submitted countless job-cre-
ation proposals that have received
little or no consideration by the ma-
jority [party]. Unemployed workers
do not care if a bill comes from a
Democrat or Republican. Those
seeking employment simply want
the dignity of a job, and deserve
elected leaders who will consider all
available options to put them back to
work,” he added.

Senator Kean is the author of The
Economic Development Promotion
Act, S-543. The bill would overhaul
the way the State of New Jersey
attracts job creators by: streamlin-
ing an ineffective and confusing bu-
reaucracy, engaging higher educa-
tion in job training and technical
research, matching entrepreneurs
with business development consult-
ants at favorable rates, and modern-
izing tourism promotion.

Senator Kyrillos said that Demo-
cratic engagement on job creation is
overdue. “I welcome Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney and Speaker Oliver to
the table, finally, with just one month
to go in the legislative year,” said
Mr. Kyrillos. “Unemployment in
New Jersey has topped 9 percent
since this legislative session began,
which is why I have submitted count-
less pro-business and pro-employer

measures throughout the year. These
include an enhancement of business
incentives included in the Business
Retention and Relocation Assistance
Grant program (S-1849), as well as
a comprehensive study by the Divi-
sion of Taxation to identify which
tax policies are chasing employers
out of state (S-1850.) Both branches
of government and both parties need
to put forth initiatives that will bring
jobs to what is now a jobless recov-
ery.”

Senator Kean said that none of the
proposals being considered on ei-
ther side of the aisle should be viewed
as mutually exclusive. “Just as there
is no silver bullet to solve our prop-
erty-tax problem, there is no single
program that will create jobs for
every New Jersey resident who needs
one. Making New Jersey an attrac-
tive place to do business is an ‘all of
the above’ proposition, and the Leg-
islature must not rest until it ex-
hausts every responsible avenue to
achieve this goal. Republicans asked
that this debate start at the beginning
of the year, and we continue to stand
ready to work in a bi-partisan man-
ner to address unemployment, the
most pressing issue facing our state.”

arrange on behalf of the board a refi-
nancing of school bonds tied to con-
struction at Beechwood School. The
refinancing will be used to restruc-
ture the debt service, which has been
used to pay interest on the bonds
issued on July 15, 2001 in the amount
of $4,968,000. These bonds will be
sold and new bonds purchased in the
amount of $3.5 million.

Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles said, “We will do better in the
way of a lower interest rate. The sav-
ings could amount to as much as
$30,000 a year, but the rate to purchase
the new bonds is not yet locked in.”

Jennifer Edwards of Acacia Finan-
cial Group said, “We will look to
process the transaction within the

next month, but we want to get the
most favorable rate possible.”

Tony Sorini of bond council
Mcmanaman and Scotland also was
present during Tuesday’s refinancing
bond hearing. He said, “Local finance
board approvals are good for one year,
and approvals may be in place until at
least a 3 percent savings is realized.”

The BOE also accepted the resigna-
tions of special education teacher
Shirley Frith and Confidential Ad-
ministrative Secretary Susan Nugent
after more than 20 years of service in
Mountainside. BOE President Mary-
Beth Schaumberg said, “Both of these
great ladies are retiring and I thank
them for the years of service to our
kids.”

Cranford Council Battles Over
Land Development, Sewer Fees

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Some two dozen
residents turned out for Tuesday’s town-
ship committee meeting to express sup-
port for designating as open space the
Orange Avenue property that formerly
was the site of the Solomon Schecter

Day School. The committee then intro-
duced an ordinance to that effect, with
a public hearing and vote set for Tues-
day, December 14.

The township government bought
the four-acre tract earlier this year
using proceeds from a nearly $2-
million bond to finance the purchase,

which was done, according to the
four committee members who backed
the move, to prevent the property
from being developed. Democratic
Commissioner Daniel Aschenbach,
who is slated to become mayor next
year after his party won majority
control of the committee in last
month’s election, opposed the pur-
chase as too expensive. But the Re-
publican majority said the township
would seek to pay the bond by selling
off a number of smaller, unusable
municipal properties.

Eighteen residents spoke about the
ordinance rezoning the property as open
space, with all but two — Democratic
Committeemen-elect Kevin Campbell
and Ed O’Malley — voicing support.
The two Democrats, who will join the
committee in January, said other op-
tions should be explored, including
offering the land to the county to pur-
chase as open space.

But the majority of the residents who
spoke, most of whom live adjacent to
the Solomon Schecter property, said
they feared development of the land,
with several homeowners raising the
possibility of further flooding prob-
lems from an underground creek if that
avenue was pursued.

A Sutton Place resident said,
“Cranford does not need more of a
flood problem.” Darren Gottesmann
called the property “probably the last
significant area of land in Cranford.”

Most residents who spoke said they
enjoyed having open land in their neigh-
borhood, with several citing their
children’s enjoyment of the property,
which at present contains some make-
shift playground equipment along with
soon-to-be-removed rubble from the
razed school building.

During the hour-long series of resi-
dent comments, punctuated by input
from Mayor Mark Smith and Mr.
Aschenbach, tempers between the two
flared when Mayor Smith accused Mr.
Aschenbach of having gone “behind
the committee’s back” to speak about
the property with a developer, a charge
the incoming mayor denied. After de-
fending his open space preservation
record, Mr. Aschenbach said he fa-
vored looking at other options for the
Orange Avenue property, including a
possible sale to the county, but Mr.
Smith accused county officials of hav-
ing reneged on past promises, includ-
ing promised aid for flood control.

Mr. Aschenbach told the mayor that
his “inability to have relations” with
the county government was a “detri-
ment to Cranford.” The mayor then
accused Mr. Aschenbach of siding with
builders, listing several and telling him
“every bit of development in Cranford
seems to come through you.”

At its December 14 meeting, in
addition to considering the rezoning
ordinance, the committee will vote on
an ordinance repealing the sewer util-
ity that was created last spring, thus
restoring the status quo in which sewer
fees will be a line item in the munici-
pal budget. Residents will not be billed
separately.
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Audit Report Shows MS BOE
May See Tough Budget Cycle

Kean Students Collecting
Gifts for Toys for Tots

UNION – More than 17 depart-
ments and student organizations at
Kean University have joined to collec-
tively spread some holiday cheer.

Liberty Hall Museum, Premiere
Stages, the Center for Leadership &
Service and the Kean University Ser-
vice Corp. are among the groups col-
lecting items for Toys for Tots through
Wednesday, December 15. Kean
urges the community to help needy
young people in Union County by
bringing an unwrapped gift for chil-
dren from infants to age 15 to Liberty
Hall’s Blue House or to drop-off lo-
cations throughout the campus.

Drop-off locations include Lib-
erty Hall Museum, 1003 Morris
Avenue, Union; Kean University’s
Main Campus, 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union; Kean University East Cam-
pus, 215 North Avenue, Hillside,
and various special events, includ-
ing Premiere Stages’ Holiday Read-
ings Series (December 9 to 11 at 7
p.m.) The holiday-themed readings
of new plays are free to the public
with the donation of a gift for the
campaign.

Staff from the Liberty Hall Mu-
seum at Kean University will take
the collected toys to the Marine Toys
for Tots Foundation. Premiere Stages
is the professional theater in resi-
dence at Kean University, produc-
ing new plays and developing edu-
cational initiatives for the student
population and the community at-

large.
Established in 2009, the Kean Uni-

versity Service Corp. brings students,
faculty and staff together to volunteer
for a variety of community service
projects throughout the year.

Last season, the Toys for Tots cam-
paign at Kean University gathered over
500 toys, which were distributed by the
Marines. The mission of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Pro-
gram is to collect new, unwrapped toys
during the holiday season each year,
and distribute them as Christmas gifts
to needy children in the communities in
which the campaign is conducted.

The collection and distribution of
toys takes place in the communities
where a Marine Corps Reserve Unit is
located. In communities without a Re-
serve Unit, the campaign is often con-
ducted by a Marine Corps League
Detachment or group of men and
women, generally veteran Marines,
authorized by the Marine Toys for
Tots Foundation to conduct a local
campaign. Local Toys for Tots Cam-
paign coordinators conduct an array
of activities throughout the year, which
include golf tournaments, foot races,
bicycle races and other voluntary
events designed to increase interest in
Toys for Tots, and concurrently gener-
ate toys and monetary donations.

For further information about the
Toys for Tots program at Kean Uni-
versity, call Liberty Hall Museum at
(908) 527-0400.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Westfield Leader
O’ CHRISTMAS TREE…An enthusiastic crowd gathers at Westfield’s North Avenue train station last Sunday evening for the
annual Christmas tree-lighting ceremony and additional festivities. The Downtown Westfield Corporation sponsored the event.

F-SP Rotary to Hold
Sale of Luminaries

FANWOOD – The Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will begin
its annual sale of luminary kits this
Saturday, December 4, for illuminat-
ing streets and sidewalks on Christ-
mas Eve. Luminaries will be sold at
the Fanwood Public Works Garage
on Manfra Way, opposite the
Fanwood Memorial Library at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

The sale will take place on Satur-
days and Sundays and on Friday,
December 24. Sale hours will be 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., except on December
24, which will be 9 a.m. to noon only.

Kits will cost 50 cents apiece in
quantities of 50 or more (60 cents per
kit for smaller quantities). Kits in-
clude a candle and paper bag. Sand to
ballast the bags will be available at the
Fanwood Garage as well, with Boy
Scouts available to help load car trunks.


