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SETTING STRATEGY...The Westfield BOE Planning Committee meets to
finalize the school district’s five-year Strategic Plan, to be presented at the public
board meeting on Tuesday, December 7, at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Mitch Slater, Committee
Chairwoman Alice Hunnicutt, Ginny Leiz and David Finn.

THANK YOU FROM AFAR…Residents of the Children’s Ark Orphanage in Uganda express their thanks for donations
received from the “Mothers on a Mission” inaugural fundraiser, held November 13 at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.
See story on page 5.

Residents Continue Plea to Move
Central Light to Clover Intersection

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Several residents
attended Tuesday night’s Westfield
council meeting to voice their opin-
ions on the pedestrian signal that has
been installed in front of Adina
Enculescu’s Central Avenue home.

Former Westfield Police Officer
Greg Kasko told the council that he
followed its direction and filed an
Open Public Records Act request at
Union County to obtain a copy of the
“warrant analysis” that was per-
formed in order to determine the need
for a traffic light on Central. Accord-
ing to the report, produced by The
Louis Berger Group, a pedestrian sig-
nal was recommended at the inter-

section of Clover Street and Central.
Mr. Kasko questioned how the sig-

nal ended up in front of Ms.
Enculescu’s home rather than at the
recommended intersection.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky had Mr.
Kasko read the title of the report,
which reads, “Pedestrian Signal be-
tween the Intersections of Central
Avenue with Clover Street and Roger
Avenue.” Mr. Kasko said that, despite
the title of the report, the conclusion
was for a signal at Clover and Central,
not Ms. Enculescu’s property.

Maria Carluccio of Central Av-
enue said, “Anyone that looks at the
traffic light placed in my neighbor’s
driveway has seen it as wrong, except
this group.” She accused the council

of “clearly cherry pick[ing] the ques-
tions you want to answer” and said
that the “light never would have been
planted in your front yard.”

Ms. Enculescu said the signal
makes drivers think that her drive-
way is a street and that her “house is
in a very unsafe position.” She told
the council that her house has been
devalued and said she was not noti-
fied of the project beforehand. Ms.
Enculescu claimed that Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca “didn’t tell the truth”
when he said a flier was distributed to
her home advising of the project be-
cause it was addressed to residents of
several side streets and not her.

“I am scared to stay and live in my
house,” she told the council, as she
fears a car will “kill me or destroy
my house.”

Mayor Skibitsky told Ms.
Enculescu the council would reevalu-
ate the signal after it had been in
operation for some time.

Lisa Diccico of Cambridge Road
told the council she felt comments
she had made at a previous meeting
were later misrepresented. She said
she does not agree with where the
light was placed, and has no objec-
tion to a light at Central and Clover.
She also complained to the council
that there are seven pedestrian cross-
ing signs in a one-block area on Cen-
tral and that it is “a little bit of over-
kill.” She said there is only one sign at
the Post Office and no signs at Cen-
tral and Grove Street.

In other business, the council unani-
mously passed an ordinance on sec-
ond and final reading that raises park-
ing permit fees and on-street parking
meter rates as of January 1, 2011.

Fees for permits in lots 3 and 8, the
South Avenue Train Station lot and
the North Avenue lot will rise from
$576 to $636 a year, and the fee for
lot 6 (Watterson Street) will go up

Towns Paying Legal Costs
Above Salaried Attorneys

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – With all New Jersey mu-
nicipalities facing a 2-percent cap on
next year’s operating budget, and each
town seeing a decrease in revenue
each year, one of the suggestions for
cost savings has been to put the posi-
tion of town attorney out for a modi-
fied bidding process known as RFP
(Request For Proposal.) Currently,
town attorneys are appointed by the
governing body, as are the municipal
prosecutor and public defender.

In order to gain a better under-
standing of what local towns are pay-
ing for attorneys, The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times served Westfield, Scotch Plains

and Fanwood with requests under the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) to
obtain legal bills from January
through September 2010 from each
of the part-time town attorneys and
the firms they work for on a full-time
basis.

Additionally, some towns, like
Westfield and Scotch Plains, have
separate attorneys for their planning
and zoning boards, while others have
separate attorneys just to handle tax
appeals, labor disputes and special
counsel for specific lawsuits.

Westfield’s part-time town attor-
ney since 2000, Robert Cockren, of
the firm SNR Denton, receives a sal-
ary of $63,345, which covers his at-
tendance at each council meeting,
ordinance writing and day-to-day le-
gal advice. He also participates in the
Public Employee Retirement System
(PERS) with over 25 years as a town
employee.

According to Town Administrator
James Gildea, Mr. Cockren serves as
the attorney for the town council and
its departments, including the board
of health and the office of the zoning
officer. Mr. Cockren and his firm bill
the town at a rate of $150 per hour for
services outside of his town attorney
duties, such as representing the town
in litigation and tax appeals.

Scotch Plains Township Adminis-
trator Chris Marion said Township
Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer, of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Coley,
Yospin, Kunzman, Davis and Lehrer,
does not receive a salary or retainer,
but is paid hourly and receives no
PERS credits. According to the bills
obtained by The Leader and The
Times, Mr. Lehrer and members of
his firm bill the township between
$125 and $150 per hour.

Mr. Marion told the paper that he
believed the township attorney was

Westfield, Area Holiday Festivities
To Get Underway This Weekend

AREA – Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Garwood and the county
will kick off the holiday season this
weekend with a number of events.

The Santa Train, a holiday favorite
sponsored by The Jersey Central
Chapter of the National Railway His-
torical Society, will stop at the
Westfield station on Saturday, De-
cember 11. The train will depart from
the eastbound platform on South
Avenue at the Westfield station at 9
a.m. and 1 p.m. The trip will feature
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus, along

with a few of Santa’s helpers. There
also will be sing-alongs, candy canes
and coloring books for the children.
In addition, each car on the train will
feature a drawing for a train set.

The Santa Train operates west from
Westfield to High Bridge and back, a
two-hour trip. Santa will visit each
car and pose for pictures with chil-
dren. Tickets are $13 for adults and
$11 for children ages 1 to 12. There is
no charge for children under 1. Tick-
ets are available at Brunner Opti-
cians, 100 East Broad Street, and
Moto Photo, 251 North Avenue, West,
both in Westfield, and at The
Rockinghorse, 29 Alden Street in
Cranford, or online at jcrhs.org. Seat-
ing is limited, and any available tick-
ets will be sold at the Westfield sta-
tion the day of the trip, but there will
be a $1 surcharge per ticket. No credit-
card purchases will be available the
day of the trip; only cash or checks.

Scotch Plains’ Christmas celebra-
tion will be held this Sunday, De-
cember 5, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the
Alan Augustine Village Green on
Park Avenue. Horse-drawn carriage
rides will be offered from 2 to 4 p.m.
for a small fee. There also will be an
ice sculptor and a walk-around
clown. Santa Claus will arrive at 3
p.m. and visit children until 5 p.m. at
the gazebo. Parents are invited to
take pictures. Santa will light the
Christmas tree at 5 p.m.

In neighboring Fanwood, the holi-
day season also is slated to begin
Sunday, with festivities starting at 3
p.m. Santa will be seated under a big
tent on the lawn in front of the North
Avenue train station. Seasonal mu-
sic, holiday crafts and refreshments,
all for free, will be available. Free
photographs of children with Santa
will be taken. Fanwood’s celebra-
tion will conclude at 5 p.m., when
Mayor Colleen Mahr lights the
Fanwood Christmas tree on the train
station lawn.

Mayor Mahr also will have a sign-
up table available for residents inter-
ested in volunteering to help plan and
stage events and programs offered by
the borough. Mayoral appointments
are made at the borough’s reorgani-
zation meeting in January.

Volunteer opportunities range from
communication (The Fanwoodian
newsletter), cultural and performing
arts, environmental, recreation and
Fanny Wood Day activities to the vol-
unteer fire department, rescue squad,
TV-35 and historic preservation. Any-
one who cannot make the event, but is
interested in volunteering, is asked to
contact the borough via e-mail  at
phoynes@fanwoodnj.org, calling Pat
Hoynes at (908) 322-8236, extension
no. 121, or mailing the volunteer form
to “Volunteers,” 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Audit Report Shows MS BOE
May See Tough Budget Cycle

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) heard the results of the district’s
Comprehensive Annual Financial Re-
port on Tuesday, indicating that the
BOE may be in for a tough ride this
next budget cycle. The BOE took steps
to follow a corrective action plan and
moved forward with the approval pro-
cess for refunding school bonds.

District auditor Bob Morrison said,
“We are pleased with the general
operations of the district,” but warned
the BOE, “The financial statements
represent the beginning of fiscal cri-
sis for the district.” He said, “You are
running out of surpluses.”

He reported the district began the
2009-2010 budget with a surplus of
about $2.8 million. The district used
almost $1 million of that surplus and
only replenished $100,000 by June
30, 2010. This leaves a surplus of

$1.8 million. He said the problem is
that “more than two-thirds of the $1.8
million is being used to balance the
2010-2011 budget,” leaving less than
$500,000 in surplus.

Mr. Morrison said the district’s
challenge for the 2011-2012 budget
will be to “come up with a million
dollars of non-tax revenue to replace
the surpluses that are no longer avail-
able.” He called it a “very large mag-
nitude order to fill.” He recommended
that the BOE look to “personnel costs,
salaries and employee benefits as a
means to find it.”

Board member Christopher Minks
said, “We may no longer have the
money, luxury or the ability to save
those jobs.” He continued, “It’s go-
ing to take every ounce of everyone’s
creativity, patience, cooperation and
understanding.”

The BOE granted its approval Tues-
day for the Acacia Financial Group to

Jonathan O’Hea for The Westfield Leader
FIRST COUPLE OF CHRISTMAS…Santa and Mrs. Claus share some holiday spirit during Westfield’s Annual Christmas
tree-lighting event last Sunday evening at the North Avenue train station, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation. The festivities also included music, refreshments and local groups collecting items for the needy.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Westfield Leader
MERRY MUSIC…The Westfield Community Band performs last Sunday evening
during Westfield’s Annual Christmas tree-lighting event, which took place at the
North Avenue train station.
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