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REGISTRATION TIMES:
Tuesday, September 7th:

12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 8th:

12:00 - 4:30pm

Thursday, September 9th:

12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

137 Central Ave., 2nd Fl. Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-3011

Visit Our

Website To See

Why People Are

Choosing Us!

NJ Ballet Begins Season
In Halloween Spirit

STATE – New Jersey Ballet will
open its 52nd season with an October
30 performance at Centenary Col-
lege of Hackettstown. The program,
“Ghosts of Ballet,” takes advantage
of the Halloween atmosphere.

Highlights include Act II of Giselle,
one of the great classics of all time,
and the New Jersey premiere of The
Raven, a dramatic re-telling of Edgar
Allan Poe’s poem about love and loss
by New York-based choreographer
David Fernandez.

To learn more, visit njballet.org.

Scotch Plains Boosters Golf Outing
Takes Place 8/30 at Shackamaxon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 2010
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Boosters
Golf Outing will take place on Mon-
day, August 30, at Shackamaxon Golf
and Country Club.

This golf event raises funds for both
the Blue Raider Athletic Booster Club
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
sic Boosters Association, two active
organizations that support the student
athletes and musicians in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

Over the past three years, more
than $20,000 has been raised by this

event to fund scholarships and pur-
chase music and athletic equipment.

Even if unable to attend the event
as a golfer, individuals should still
consider coming for the full buffet
dinner, which includes hors d’œuvre,
beverages, dinner and dessert – all
for only $65 per person. The
Moonglowers Jazz Ensemble will
provide entertainment.

Those with questions should call
Kate Reilly at (908) 400-3115, Jamie
Denman at (908) 472-8308 or Keith
Benovengo at (908) 232-2354.

SP-F Local Pens Offsides
WATCHUNG – Offsides, written by

emerging playwright/screenwriter Jen-
nifer DiOrio, who grew up in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood community, is a com-
ing-of-age melodrama set in suburban
New Jersey in 1990. The play opens at
the Watchung Arts Center on Friday,
October 22 and 23 at 8 p.m., with a
matinee at 2 p.m. and an evening show
at 7 p.m. on Sunday, October 24.

Offsides is a multi-generational story
that centers on Marissa DiGiacomo, a
top student and star soccer player who
is at a crossroads. She will lose it all if
she makes the wrong decision. Her
father, a role model for her on the field,
has made a series of bad decisions in his
own life. One of these decisions could
change everything.

Ms. DiOrio is a high school English
teacher and writer who grew up play-
ing soccer in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. She attended James Madi-

son University in Virginia, where she
majored in English and took an occa-
sional writing class.

The story came to Ms. DiOrio in a
dream in 1996. Immediately, she wrote
a journal entry about it and planned to
write a screenplay, but she was not able
to write the complete script until 2008.
Eventually, several local theater direc-
tors read the script and suggested that
Ms. DiOrio adapt it for the stage.
Offsides eventually reached the
quarterfinals of the 2009 Cynosure
Screenwriting Awards Competition.

Alberto Bonilla, director of Offsides,
recently directed Joe Pintauro’s Raft of
the Medusa at The Secret Theater in
Long Island City, Queens, N.Y. His
television/film credits include “The So-
pranos,” “Law and Order” and “All My
Children.” Tickets are $15 at the door.
Reviewers and theater representatives
are invited to attend opening night.

Pearl Gallery Displays
SP Resident’s Photographs

Espinoza’s  “Waterfalls at Shenandoah”

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of photographs by
Marilyn Espinoza of Scotch Plains
in the gallery space at the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of
her work, entitled
“ B e a u t i f u l
Sights,” is on dis-
play at the Pearl
Street Gallery un-
til September 30.
Gallery hours are
8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays.
Free on-site park-
ing is available.

In 2009, Mrs.
Espinoza received
first place honors
in the non-profes-
sional category for
her photograph
entitled “Peeking
through Drift-
wood” in the
Union County Se-
nior Citizens Art Exhibit.

The photo then was included in
the New Jersey Senior Citizens Art
Show. She is now a professional
photographer, and her work can be
seen at beautifulsights.biz.

Mrs. Espinoza is a self-taught art-
ist. Her career was sparked 10 years
ago by a visit to Yosemite National
Park in California. Her photographs
are not digitally enhanced. In addi-
tion to framed photographs, she also
offers photo cards and photographs

printed on stone.
“Capturing sunrises and sunsets

are two of my favorite scenes,” Mrs.
Espinoza said. “My motto is, ‘never
take a beautiful sight for granted,’
which was partially inspired by the
tragedy of September 11, 2001, in
the sense that no one ever imagined

how a treasured
skyline could be
forever changed in
such a short pe-
riod of time.”

In October,
Mrs. Espinoza
will show her pho-
tographs, photo
cards and photos
on stone at Wings
Gallery and Art
Studio, located at
228 South Avenue
in Fanwood. From
mid-November
through mid-Feb-
ruary, her work
will be exhibited
in the New Jersey
Blood Services
Building, located

at 2279 South Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Union County artists (whose
works can be hung on a wall) inter-
ested in exhibiting in the gallery
space are welcome to apply. For
more information about the Pearl
Street Gallery or other programs,
call the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at (908)
558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers dial 711.

��������	�
�����	��	�����	��������������
������������������������� !�! ����

�����������	��
�����

������������	
������
����		�������������

�

"#$�������������������%�	������	���&���
���������	
��	��������
�����	��	�����	��	�	����������

����
���	����	���	��	��
�����������
$�'���������%����	����()

����$�'����*��$$�	���	�����
����������

������������	����	����������
���������	�������������

��������
��
������
�+&��,���*�-�*������
���������&��������.�*&���&�����������
�
/���	��	����	�
�*����
������������
	���������
���
������
�����	���
���������
�	�
�����	����	�

�(���*�������	�0�	��*����	��	����
�����
��	������

����������������������������������

���������������������

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

Tel:  908.233.9094

E-mail: carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Web Site: carolynmusic.com

• Piano Preparatory & General 

Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds

• Piano Lessons for 5 1/2 yr olds and up

• Adult piano lessons

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EVERYBODY DANCE NOW...The band Doctor K’s Motown Revue, a tribute
to the Motown sound of the 1960’s, played at a Summer Arts Festival concert
earlier this month at the Oak Ridge Park in Clark. Children, their parents and
grandparents grooved to recreations of Martha and the Vandellas, Diana Ross
and other Motown greats.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

As inevitable as the rock opera was
in the late 1960s, director Edgar
Wright’s Scott Pilgrim vs. The World
creatively combines the audio-visual
tools of a new generation in a kaleido-
scopic mélange of mediums. It may not
always be art, and we may not care. But
the process by which Bryan Lee
O’Malley’s graphic novel is adapted is
watershed striking.

While the comprehensive confluence
of contemporary sensibilities humor-
ously and arrogantly declares its turn at
the palette, the ideas are sneakily in-
serted into a traditional narrative struc-
ture. Which it then sets about to satirize
and thumb its nose at while observing
all its rules. There is method to the
madness and an impressive consistency.

Almost as divergent as the mode of
delivery, the portrayals come replete
with a built-in hypocrisy. Title charac-
ter Scott Pilgrim, a 23-year-old slacker
played by Michael Cera, supplies the
script with large portions of self-aware-
ness prattle. In what are essentially
stage whispers, he declaims his frailty,
ineptitude and nobility.

It’s apparently his charm. How else
could he be courting two gals? OK, so
he’s in a band. Yet by his own admis-
sion, the group isn’t even that good.
Still, when first we meet the geek, he’s
apprising his gay roommate of the
Chinese high school girl he’s dating.
Oh, don’t worry, it’s totally Platonic. It
outrages his older sister, Stacey (Anna
Kendrick).

The vociferous sibling, who owes
her omniscience to the wittily lam-
pooned cell phone milieu and Scott’s
gossipy roomie, Wallace Wells (Kieran
Culkin), functions as Scott’s con-
science. Interjecting her diatribes with
milepost regularity, the authority fig-
ure is ludicrously subjective. But it
doesn’t matter. Scott’s too self-absorbed
to listen, anyway.

Plus, there is suddenly the matter of
Ramona Flowers, a mysterious young
lady funkily played by Mary Elizabeth
Winstead. Arriving in Toronto to work
as a delivery person for Amazon.Com,
she becomes, in a classical case of the
adored Venus as perceived road to sal-
vation, The One. Add a dramatic ploy
from the ancient Greeks and you have
the plot.

You see, in order to win Ramona,
Scott will have to defeat the gal’s seven
evil ex boyfriends. Interwoven with a
series of band competitions his rock
group, Sex Bob-Omb, has entered in
hopes of winning a recording contract,
it makes for plenty of inventively or-
chestrated action. Surprisingly, Scott is
quite the warrior for a nerd.

The seemingly endless string of
battles, interspersed with comical

Scott Pilgrim vs. The World:
Make the Pilgrimage

scrutinization of Scott’s moral dilem-
mas — including, but not limited to
high schooler Knives Chau (Ellen
Wong) — is presented with cutting
edge savvy, nuance and technological
pizzazz. I.e.-Video game scoring and
graphics are part and parcel of the
comic-book-like mêlées.

Filmmaker Wright confidently shuns
presumption with an incorporated self-
effacement, and gains validity by
chidingly reminding with intermittent
footnote that his whirligig of a film
shouldn’t be taken too seriously. Hum-
bly, it’s just a logical evolution. That
said, this is good, smart sociology, de-
livered with poetic skill.

However, if this Brave New World’s
attention-deficit-inspired argot isn’t
your native tongue, then once the sur-
vey course in modern, youthful mores
and folkways paints its enlightenment,
the scenario grows a bit wearying. The
boom, bang and kapow of the rock
music-enhanced images lose their
dazzle. Alas, the love story salvages
our interest.

Good acting by the principals estab-
lishes a time-honored triangle, affirm-
ing that love is alive and well and every
bit as mystifying among the high-tech
generation. Mr. Cera is effective as the
suitor atypical of his realm, his being
comprised of a real self, an insecure id
and a heroic alter ego. Naturally, we
root for the latter to prevail over the evil
exes.

But while we actually don’t learn
much about Scott beyond his two-di-
mensional effusions, it’s a cornucopia of
info compared to Miss Winstead’s pur-
posely enigmatic, prized objet d’amour.
Curiously, other than that she changes
the color of her hair on a weekly basis
and has gained the affections of seven
bad boys, she remains a puzzle.

If it isn’t just a metaphor for the
elusiveness of love, then it leads one
to question the so-called liberation at
this vanguard of our culture. Not that
the men are depicted in such haloing
light. Still, sister Stacey is a didactic
nag; Knives is an adoring little girl;
and Kim (Alison Pill), Sex Bob-
Omb’s drummer still pining over
Scott, is forever in a rage.

More emblematic is the nonchalance
about sexual preference. Yet all the
same, our protagonist is as hormonally
perplexed as were Andy Hardy and
Holden Caulfield. Illuminating while
reasserting that the more things change,
the more they stay the same, Scott
Pilgrim vs. The World amusingly com-
petes for your moviegoing dollars.

* * *
Scott Pilgrim vs. The World, rated

PG-13, is a Universal Pictures release
directed by Edgar Wright and stars
Michael Cera, Mary Elizabeth
Winstead and Kieran Culkin.

A FIELD-GOOD EVENT...The kids in the Y’s Discovery Day Camp enjoyed a
sunny field day and stopped to join together for a group photo one last time before
saying goodbye to camp for the summer.

Trailside Offers After-School
Science Programs This Fall

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal announced a
new after-school science program
this fall at Trailside Nature & Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside.

For the first time, Trailside will
offer “Crazy Chemworks” for young
students in grades 1 through 5. This
educational and fun program will
run on six consecutive Wednesdays,
from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m., beginning
October 13 and ending on Novem-
ber 17.

“Although most people think of
Trailside as a nature center, it also is
a science center,” said Freeholder
Vice-Chairman Deborah Scanlon, li-
aison to the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board.

“One of Trailside’s missions is to
incorporate science in its program-
ming and to encourage children to
become interested in science at an
early age,” she added. “This new and
exciting venture into the world of
science is sure to open up a whole
new world of intriguing facts and
interesting experiments for young stu-
dents.”

“Crazy Chemworks” will include
six workshops: Lab Works; pH
Phactor; Slime Time; Chem in a

Flash; Super Sticky Stuff; and Dry
Ice Capades. Students will learn how
to use laboratory equipment to do all
types of experiments. Participants
will learn how to make slime, melt
metal in boiling water, freeze water
with just a breath of dry ice and
more. The six-week program costs
$109 per child, and pre-registration
begins on September 1.

This new science series was de-
veloped by Mad Science of West
New Jersey, as part of the Mad Sci-
ence Group, which sends Mad Sci-
entists around the world to demon-
strate that there is much more to
science than what children learn in
textbooks.

The goal of Mad Science is to spark
the imagination of children and turn
them on to science through a combi-
nation of hands-on fun and pure sci-
ence principles. The Mad Science
Group is a member of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science and the National Science
Teachers Association.

For more information about this
science program, or about any other
programs or upcoming events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside Nature &
Science Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

Celebration Singers Appoint
SP-F Educator to Director

CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers Board of Directors announced
Jennifer Sellman as the new director
for the young people’s choirs.

After receiving her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Music Education from
Montclair State University, Ms.
Sellman began her teaching career at
Kittatinny Regional High School.

In 2000, she began her tenure at
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains,
where she has taught students  through
eighth grade. Since working in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Dis-
trict, Ms. Sellman earned her Master
of Music degree in Music Education
from Rutgers University and her
Kodály Certification from New York
University.

During her 10 years at Park Middle
School, she has developed the choral
program in grades 5 through 8, insti-
tuted the Blue Notes, an auditioned
choir comprised of seventh- and
eighth-grade chorus students, and or-
ganized performances and festivals
in the community. In 2007, Ms.
Sellman was accepted into the
Fulbright Teacher Exchange Pro-
gram. She is also a private piano and
voice teacher in the area.

In addition to her teaching respon-
sibilities, Ms. Sellman continued de-
veloping her musical skills by per-
forming with the Celebrations Sing-
ers since 2006, while singing at vari-

ous churches throughout the state.
She has had many roles within the

Celebration Singers, including assis-
tant director for the adult choir,
founder and director of the Young
Women’s Ensemble and accompa-
nist for the various young people’s
choirs this past season.

Auditions for new members will be
held on Tuesday, September 7, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The first rehearsal is
Tuesday, September 14, from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Auditions and rehearsals
will be held at the Cranford United
Methodist Church on the corner of
Walnut and Lincoln Avenues. For fur-
ther information, visit celebration-
singers.org or call (908) 241-8200.

CAUSE TO CELEBRATE...The Celebration Singers Board of Directors an-
nounced that Jennifer Sellman, who has worked in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district for 10 years, will be the new director for the young people’s choirs.

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

