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STRATTON SLUGS 2 TRIPLES, 1B;ADDS 3 RBI, 3 RUNS

St. ‘James Gang’ Ambushes
Division Leader St. Dave, 14-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The St. “James Gang” has been
crouching in the basement of the
Saints Division of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League for
some time. Or were they just holding
up in a safe hideout?

Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
became the site of a vicious ambush
on August 18, and the victims were
the former division top dogs, St.
David. The James Gang seemed to be
armed by a southern border cartel, as
they riddled the armor of the unsus-
pecting St. Dave men, driving them
backward with a 21-hit assault, which
included three triples and three
doubles, en route to a 14-4 rout.

Rob Stratton led the pummeling
with a two-run triple, an RBI triple

and a single, while scoring three times.
Leadoff hitter Joe DeRosa was one of
his primary accomplices with three
hits, including a double, two runs
scored and an RBI. Two more major
partners in crime were Kevin St.
Onge, who rapped a pair of RBI
singles and added a ground-rule RBI
double, and Paul Newton, who
slapped three singles, had an RBI and
scored twice. Keith Gibbon’s gun
was smoking with an RBI double and

an RBI single, while scoring twice.
Rob Zerafa zapped an RBI triple,
singled and scored twice. Jim Killeen
(2 runs scored) and Sal Gano each
singled twice, Joe Tilocca added a
single and an RBI, and Mark Ragan
scored once.

“We are really not that bad,” Gib-
bons said. “A lot of times, we came
up a run short.”

Veteran James Gang pitcher Frank
Chupko held the powerful St. David
offense at bay the first four innings,
yielding only three singles and no
runs, while his unruly henchmen gal-
loped to a 13-0 lead. St. David finally
finished with 10 hits, and the biggest
was an RBI triple off the bat of
Varojuan Baboomian, who also had
an RBI sacrifice fly and scored once.

Students of any age can develop and improve in the 

areas of self-control, discipline, focus, self-esteem, 

confidence, respect, strength, flexibility, and listening skills.

At the Hands of Life Martial Arts Academy we exercise 

your mind and body while teaching these character 

building skills to help you be... better in school, better at 

work, better at home... Better in Life!

908 232-1311
www.handsoflifemartialarts.com

Call 
TODAY

making you better at life!

for your

FREE
trial session!

It’s Time

Westfield High School Football

For the benefit of Westfield High School athletics and scholarships.

The deadline is August 28.

Place your personal or business ad in the
fall football program published for the full
season at every home game.

Contact Mike at (908) 654-9514

Westfield School Boosters Association

Program

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct  

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2009

520 Carleton Road Westfield, NJ 
This enchanting and updated home charms you with a wrap-around porch, hardwood 
floors, moldings, wainscoting, and high ceilings. The foyer, living room and formal dining 
room with fireplace sparkle. The updated eat-in kitchen offers granite counters, stainless 
steel appliances and a nearby powder room & den. The master bedroom with new bath, two 
more bedrooms and another updated bath join the 3rd floor family room,  another bedroom 
and office to welcome all. The rec room, updated gas fired furnace & central air-
conditioning, professional landscaping and a “near everything” location, craft an alluring 
portrait. Presented for $799,000. Dir: South to Boulevard , left on Ross, right on Carleton 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

SATURDAY PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE, AUGUST  28th 1 - 4 

RUTKOWSKI STARS ON MOUND, FAVORITO AT PLATE

St. Al Men Win 6th Straight;
Damage St. Jude Boys, 13-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League playoffs just a few
days away, St. Aloysius nestled itself
firmly in the second position of the
Angels Division by winning its sixth
straight game with a 13-3 drudging
of division cellar dweller St. Jude at
Brookside Park on August 19.

Pitcher Tom Rutkowski played a
major roll in helping St. Aloysius up
its regular-season record to 15-7, just
one game behind division leader St.
Killian, by muting St. Jude’s offense
for five innings of shutout ball, while
scattering five singles. St. Jude
dropped to 3-18 and finished with 11
hits, all singles.

St. Aloysius pounded out 22 hits,
including three triples and two
doubles. In his four plate appear-
ances, Dom Favorito ripped three
singles and a two-run triple, while
scoring twice. Rob Barone, who
scored once, had three hits, which
included a ground-rule, two-run
double and an RBI single. Marty
Garcia hammered a two-run triple,
doubled and scored twice. Billy
Aumenta had two singles, two RBI
and scored twice. George Balint (run
scored) blasted an RBI triple and an
RBI single. Joe Negley had two
singles, two runs scored and an RBI.

Pete Chemidlin (run scored) and Tom
Maher (RBI) each had two hits. Mike
Abram and Joe Romash each singled
and scored once, and Rutkowski had
a single.

Steve Pirella led St. Jude with two
singles and two RBI, and Joe
DeChiaro had two singles and an
RBI. Larry Szenyi and Paul Bifani
each had two singles and a run scored.
Phil Gans singled and scored, while
Steve Polak and Chris Paterek each
had a single. Bob Guy, the hero of

their August 11 victory over St. Mat-
thew, was held hitless.

Aumenta made a fine grab in
leftfield to keep St. Jude scoreless in
the first inning. In the fourth inning,
Chemidlin scooped two straight
grounders and fired to second base to
get the force outs. Abram limited a
Jude rally in the sixth with a super
catch in right field.

St. Jude first baseman Nate
Mangiris made a fine scoop of a low

Mamary Puts Tutelage Into Action
As New WHS Athletics Supervisor

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Behind the scenes for many years,
Sandy Mamary will use the hands-on
experience she acquired in her former
post, as Westfield High School (WHS)
athletic trainer, to smooth the transi-
tion to her new position as Supervi-
sor of Athletics.

Known to many school athletes as
“the healer,” Mamary had been the
Blue Devils’ athletic trainer for 23
years. Because of her dedication and
years of service, nearly every athlete
in every sport played at WHS since
1987 would have recognized her.

After transferring to East
Stroudsburg University in Pennsyl-
vania, where she received certifica-
tions in Health and Physical Educa-
tion and was able to sit for the Na-
tional Athletic Trainers Association
certificate, Mamary graduated in
1987.

A product of Wilkes-Barre, Pa.,
who had grown up in the northeast-
ern Pennsylvania community and ini-
tially attended the local college, Kings
College, Mamary sought to branch
out and head east in her career pur-
suits after college.

“I liked [New Jersey], the proxim-
ity a lot of things, professional sports,
social networking, and I liked the
beach,” she said. “I had enough of the
woods and the lakes. I loved the
ocean.”

Though she had many interviews
for athletic-training positions in New
Jersey, one individual in particular

made her decision easy.
“As soon as I met [local legend and

famed WHS football coach] Gary
(Kehler), I knew this is where I wanted
to go,” she remembered. “Apparently,
he thought that I was what he wanted
also because I was looking for a com-
munity that I would feel comfortable
enough to call home, not just a school
to get a job, and I wanted to work with
someone, not for someone.” Working
under Kehler’s tutelage helped hone
the individual she is today.

Her early days on the job, however,
were not glamorous. Unbeknownst
to her at the time, Mamary was the
fifth athletic trainer over a five-year
span.

“It seemed like a revolving door,”
she said. “At one point, Gary said,
‘Are you going to stay next year?’ I

said, ‘Why?’ I didn’t know the his-
tory before me.”

Forced to set up shop at the back of
the drafting room at Edison Interme-
diate School, Mamary recalled not
even having running water in the
trainer’s area.

“They cut the room in half, so that
after school, I would pull the curtain
and I would have the back of the
room,” she said. “There was an ice
machine held together with a hanger,
and there was a taping table that had
a hole in the middle. I had plenty of
tape, but I had no equipment to really
take care of all of the other realms of
my knowledge. It was difficult taking
care of 1,200 athletes in that kind of
facility.”

Kehler acknowledged the problem
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Probitas Verus Honos

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 9
The 13th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the September
9 issue of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE CORRECT CALL AT FIRST…St. “James Gang” member Sal Gano, left, steps on the bag before the ball
reaches St. David first baseman Steve Spoljaric in the fifth inning. The James Gang won 14-4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO KICK OFF A NEW SEASON…Westfield High School junior John Gribbin, No. 7, works on the kickoff drills
during practice on August 19 at Kehler Stadium. The Blue Devils will open their season at Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
September 11 at 1 p.m.

1st Major League Baseball Game
Telecast – August 26, 1939


