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BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/10 wl 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 
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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

1-800-448-PROV    ProvidentSmartChecking.com

MAKE 10 PURCHASES WITH YOUR PROVIDENT
VISA® DEBIT CARD

HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT

GET PAPERLESS eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter how small. It’s easy to qualify and earn
ATM fee refunds2 and a great $mart rate each statement period when you:

*

Steady growth.

1Non-promotional 3.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.65% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.25% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. APYs in effect as of 8/2/10. This is a variable rate account; we may change the APY at
any time after the account is opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions
apply; ask for or see account disclosure for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded
provided qualification requirements are met. *Provident $mart Checking is powered by BancVue.

Member FDIC

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE!
3.01EARN %

APY 1

Courtesy of James Lowney, County of Union
WELL PREPARED…Candidates for re-election, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left,
and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, are joined by Freeholder Angel Estrada on
the Katharine Walker during a U.S. Coast Guard tour of New York Harbor and
the Arthur Kill to review oil-spill preparedness.

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Lt. Governor Meets With Westfield
Government and Business Leaders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Lieutenant Governor
Kim Guadagno visited with elected and
business leaders last week in Westfield to
discuss reducing costs of government to
promote business and job creation.

The state’s first Lieutenant Governor
started her day at the Union County Em-
ployers Legislative Committee (ELC)
breakfast in Kenilworth before holding
meetings with the Chamber of Commerce
and civic leaders in Westfield.

“[The visit] was really about how can
the State of New Jersey open its doors to
business and help these small businesses
stay afloat while we turn this economy
around,” the lieutenant governor told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times during an August 18
phone interview.

She said elected leaders’ main con-
cerns surrounded getting the manage-
ment tools needed to meet the newly
approved 2-percent cap on tax levies. The
33-bill legislative package under consid-
eration by the L egislature includes civil
service reform, interest arbitration and
unfunded state mandates.

“The elected public officials in
Westfield have been very successful in
negotiating with their unions, and in the
future, they want to be sure that they can
continue to effectively negotiate with
them,” she said. “Generally, they’ve got-
ten givebacks, freezes and some conces-
sions by negotiation, which is the way we
would like people to do it.”

In terms of getting the so-called “tool
kit” of legislative reforms in place for
towns for the 2011 budgets, the lieuten-
ant governor said she urges elected offi-
cials to contact legislative leaders, in-
cluding Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
(LD-34, East Orange), to “make sure the
tool kit is moved ahead.”

Ms. Guadagno was asked whether the
administration supports the merging of

municipal departments between towns,
something that is being studied in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, to save money. The
two towns have exhausted a $48,000
study, which was paid for through a state
grant.

“It’s something we really want to en-
courage, [but] we’re not going to fund the
study because I am confident that good
elected public officials will be able to
work with other good elected officials,
and where it makes good economic sense
to share services, they will,” Ms. Guadagno
said. “We don’t need to have funded stud-
ies to make a common-sense decision.”

The lieutenant governor also met with
Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC)
leaders and businesses – including the
owners of the Turning Point Restaurant,
which will soon open on Central Avenue
– about some of the challenges faced by
small businesses, such as access to capital
and streamlining the permit process.

“The general concern was that we pro-
vide incentives to keep businesses here,”
Ms. Guadagno said. She said Governor
Chris Christie would present “a number
of incentives” to the state Legislature in
the fall to spur job creation.

“That is certainly one of the highest –
if not the highest – priorities in this ad-
ministration, job creation. And job cre-
ation really starts with small businesses,”
she said.

While the state cannot control costs
associated with the new federal healthcare
law, she said New Jersey could work to
increase competition among healthcare
providers while also streamlining state
government “so that businesses don’t feel
unwelcome.”

She said New Jersey would apply for
the latest federal stimulus to help states.
She said $400 million would be available
for the state’s Medicaid program, with
$258 million available for school dis-
tricts to rehire teachers who had been laid
off due to budget cuts.

Freeholder Defends Taxing For
Open Space Fund and MusicFest

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County Free-
holder Chairman Dan Sullivan last Thurs-
day defended the use of taxpayer funds
for the county’s Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund and
the continuation of the annual MusicFest
festival after questioned by two residents,
including one of Mr. Sullivan’s General
Election political opponents.

Brian Flanagan of New Providence,
GOP candidate for freeholder, asked the
board for the total number of funds col-
lected to date and the total dollars spent
since the fund’s inception in 2000.

He said it was his understanding that
the county was using the trust fund as
“down payment money” for projects
funded through the open space fund “and
then taking debt to pay the balance and
using the fund to pay the debt service” on
those open space projects.

Mr. Flanagan asked if the referendum
approved by county voters in 2000 con-
tained language that permitted such a
“financial dealing.”

“Is the fund currently self-sustaining
or is the debt bigger than the fund itself?”
Mr. Flanagan asked. “Because if the debt
exceeds the scope of the fund, you’ve got
a problem, because then that becomes
just general debt.”

In response, Frank Padusniak, the
county’s comptroller, said, “Monies com-
ing in as revenues are more than enough
to cover the debt.”

Mr. Sullivan said the 20-year trust fund’s
language allows for debt service payments
on debt incurred by the fund. He said the
referendum passed by voters contained a
tax levy of 1.5 cents per $100 “of total
county equalized real property valuation.”

“I think one of the great legacies of this
board is the Open Space Trust and the
things that have been accomplished over
the last 10 years,” Mr. Sullivan said. “I
am very, very happy to debate anyone
who cares to about the [ethics] of the
fund, how those funds are raised and how
those funds are spent.”

On the issue of MusicFest, Bruce Pater-
son of Garwood said he believes the
event cost the county $1.5 million. “This
is all just straight entertainment. The
county doesn’t need to provide some-
thing that private industry can easily and
naturally provide cheaper.”

He suggested that the county only pro-
vide the park for the event, with a private
entertainment company covering the re-
mainder of the costs, to be offset by an
entrance fee. Mr. Paterson said if the
event is to be a county function, then it
should be modeled after the Somerset
County 4-H Fair, which he said is focused
on people and not entertainment.

“Our great (county) residents should
be the center of attention, not some out-
side rock band,” Mr. Paterson said.

County Manager George Devanney
said he was “a little bit confused” when
Mr. Paterson talked “about it not being
about the people of Union County and
being local, only because this (MusicFest)
is immensely about Union County and
recognizing the talent that we have.”

He said MusicFest includes a county
fair that features the Master Gardeners
and Rutgers Cooperative, an artists vil-
lage, as well as a Crossroads in Garwood
sponsored-stage “that is meant to do noth-
ing but highlight local talent, local bands.”

“So much of MusicFest is more than
about music, it’s about celebrating Union
County,” Mr. Devanney said.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Barbara Krause of Cranford
asked the board “to take under serious
consideration” what she said are poor
conditions at Sperry Park and the
Watchung Reservation.

She said Sperry, which she said was
“redone” by the county a few years ago,
has two dead trees and branches in a num-
ber of large trees, which present “a danger
to the people who frequent the park.”

Ms. Krause blamed the damage on the
“compounding of the soil by the contrac-
tor.” Ms. Krause said, “The landscaping
that was done at Sperry Park was very
poor, if there was any at all. Sometimes
the grass is a foot high in various places.”

In addition, she said a paving-block
wall installed by the county to protect a
garden surrounding a monument to
George Washington was damaged over
the Memorial Day weekend by a vehicle,
which struck and “pushed the wall totally
out of kilter.”

Surprise Lake in the Watchung Reser-
vation, Ms. Krause said, is “full of skunk
weed and debris.” In addition, she said
trees are “hanging over” the roads in the
reservation.

“If we as citizens kept our properties in
as poor condition as some of our parks,

we would be cited for disrepair and haz-
ards,” Ms. Krause told the board.

During freeholder comments, Mr.
Sullivan said the county would meet with
the mayors in the next few weeks to
discuss “the savings” towns can achieve
by extending their waste disposal con-
tracts with the Union County Utilities
Authority through 2045. Fourteen towns
have long-term leases with the county.

As part of the lease extension, the
county and towns would tap into the
revenues made by Covanta, which leases
the trash-to-electricity burner in Linden,
starting with $4 million in 2011, 10 per-
cent of revenues as of 2029 and 50 per-
cent of revenues if a five-year option is
executed through 2050.

Mr. Sullivan said the plan provides
$276 million in “waste disposal, waste
relief and tax relief” for county residents.

“I am very happy that we are on
schedule…to have this in place by the
end of the year,” Mr. Sullivan said. “The
tax savings plan is something that is unique
to Union County, and it comes at a critical
time when it is needed most” by towns
“starving for revenues and tax relief.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski said
15 of the 21 municipalities in the county
have signed on with the Union County
Improvement Authority’s solar program.
She said panels would also be placed on
facilities such as Runnells Specialized
Hospital.

an internship between the clerk’s office
and Union County College’s paralegal
program so as “to bring people in early
in their legal careers so they can see how
the county clerk’s office works and [how
it] is an integral part of the legal pro-
cess.”

The candidate also said he would like
to continue Ms. Rajoppi’s efforts to com-
puterize clerk office records. He also
said he would like to do the same for
assumed-name certificates for busi-
nesses. Mr. Zapolski said currently, a
person must conduct a search through
land record books at the courthouse to
make sure the corporation name they
want is not already used.

“So, I would be looking for ways to do
a computer search on that to make that
an easier system,” he said, noting that he
would make sure any of his ideas are
“cost effective” before proceeding.

Mr. Zapolski said he would like to use
his military background in the area of
military affairs. The clerk’s office as-
sists veterans in obtaining courtesy iden-
tification cards, copies of honorable dis-
charge forms and veterans’ peddlers’
licenses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Art Zapolski Interview
In terms of the election division of the

clerk’s office, he said he would like to
look at the county’s voting machines, “to
be sure they are accurate,” and to make
sure election staff is trained properly in
how to use the machines. Mr. Zapolski
said he would work with other county
clerks to ensure Union County is using
the most efficient election equipment.

“If the system [isn’t] safe, then noth-
ing else that comes from it is going to be
viewed as bona fide,” he said. “They
(voters) have to have faith in the election
process, that their votes count and that
they are accurate.”

Looking at the campaign, he said, “I
am not a placeholder [on the election
ballot]. I am here to win the thing.”

Looking at what he sees as “anger”
arising from the electorate, Mr. Zapolski
said, “There are definitely some oppor-
tunities there that weren’t there two years
ago [for Republicans]. I am hoping that
we will be able to get the message across
on that.”

Sanders Nominated
To Historic Sites Council

MOUNTAINSIDE — Governor Chris
Christie has nominated William Sanders
of Mountainside for appointment to a
seat on the New Jersey Historic Sites
Council.

Mr. Sanders has been active in the Re-
publican Party in his hometown and serves
on the Gateway Chamber of Commerce’s
board of directors. He has also gained
recognition for an initiative he started in
1998 to have portraits of President George
Washington placed in New Jersey schools
and schools across the country.


