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C O N G R A T U L A T I N G
MOLINA…Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child honored members of the
sixth grade class as they graduated the
Lower School in June. Pictured is
Rachael Molina, a graduate from
Westfield. Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child is an independent Catholic
day school enrolling boys and girls in
kindergarten through grade six; and
young women only in grades seven
through 12.

Stocking of Westfield
Makes Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Elisabeth Stock-
ing of Westfield was named to the
dean’s list for the spring 2010 semes-
ter at Washington University in St.
Louis.

Elisabeth is a graduate of the
Singapore American School and is
enrolled in the university’s College
of Arts and Sciences.

To qualify for the Dean’s List in the
College of Arts and Sciences, stu-
dents must earn a semester grade
point average of 3.5 or above and be
enrolled in at least 14 graded units.

Students Combine
Research, Social Skills
WESTFIELD – A year-end project

undertaken by eighth-grade students
in the Westfield Public Schools,
Project Citizen is a civic education
program in which students identify a
local situation that they have deter-
mined is a concern, conduct exten-
sive research and interviews, and
present their platform in a portfolio
and through verbal presentations.

Sponsored by the Center for Civic
Education, the program actively en-
gages students and provides them
with important social skills to be-
come informed and active citizens.

Presentations are judged through
competitions held between each class
to determine which class will repre-
sent the school district in the contest
held this year at Rutgers University.

Students from one of Jacqueline
Messinger’s eighth-grade classes at
Edison Intermediate School repre-
sented Westfield at the statewide com-
petition with their proposal to recom-
mend making specific intersections
safer in town.

Students in all eighth-grade classes
in both Edison and Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schools participated in class-
room discussions within their schools,
and many provided their solutions on
a variety of issues to invited guests.

WF Resident Earns
Academic Honors

WESTFIELD – Stephanie
Korunow of Westfield has been named
to second honors on the Clark Uni-
versity Dean’s List. This selection
marks outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the spring 2010 semes-
ter.

To be eligible for second honors,
students must have a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher, of a maximum
of 4.3 (all A+s).

GW Resident Receives
Doctorate Degree

AREA – Gary Wetzel of Garwood
received a Doctor of Ministry degree
as Drew University held its 142nd
commencement in May.

WF, BH Residents Earn
Faith Lutheran Scholarships

HAVING FAITH IN THEM…Jane McCready of Westfield and Courtney Auchter
of Berkeley Heights have each been awarded a Franklin and Elsie Nelson Scholar-
ship from Faith Lutheran Church for the academic year, 2010-2011. From left to
right are: Rev. James Krombolz, pastor of Faith Lutheran; Jane McCready, Darryl
Novak, trustee of the Franklin and Elsie Nelson Scholarship Fund; Courtney
Auchter and Rev. Dr. Murdoch MacPherson, Faith Lutheran pastor.

AREA – Jane McCready of
Westfield and Courtney Auchter of
Berkeley Heights have each been
awarded a Franklin and Elsie Nelson
Scholarship of Faith Lutheran
Church for the academic year, 2010-
2011.

Mrs. McCready will be entering
the first year of a four-year program
of study at the Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia, to become
a pastor of Word and Sacrament of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America. Ms. Auchter will be enter-
ing her junior year at Susquehanna
University in Selinsgrove, Pa.

Both women have been active
members of Faith Lutheran for many
years. Each has served as an assis-
tant minister at the Sunday liturgical
services and on the Church Council.

Mrs. McCready co-chaired the
Youth and Family Ministry Team,
coordinated the Confirmation pro-
gram and been a member of the
Worship and Music Committee. She
organized and led Faith Lutheran’s
AIDS ministry at Broadway House
for Continuing Care in Newark.

Broadway House is the only spe-
cialized care facility in New Jersey
for persons living with AIDS/HIV. It
is the residence of approximately 75
people.

Ms. Auchter was a peer leader of
the high school program at Faith
Lutheran. She was a member of the
Youth and Family Ministry Team
and worked at the ARC Group Home
in New Providence and St. John’s
Soup Kitchen in Newark.

She taught at the school of Faith’s
Appalachian Ministry in Cosby,
Tenn., and at Faith’s Church Vaca-
tion School. Ms. Auchter has been a
member of the three choirs of Faith,
regularly serving as a soloist.

Franklin Nelson, a long-time
member of Faith, established the
Franklin and Elsie Nelson Scholar-
ship program 17 years ago. The
scholarship is given to a member of
the church who is pursuing a degree
at a Lutheran college or university.

Faith Lutheran is located at 524
South Street in New Providence. To
reach them by phone, call (908) 464-
5177.

Hobson Graduates
Gettysburg College

WESTFIELD – In May, Jillian
Hobson of Westfield graduated ma-
gna cum laude from Gettysburg Col-
lege in Pennsylvania with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Health Science.

She achieved dean’s list recogni-
tion throughout her tenure at
Gettysburg and graduated with de-
partmental honors in health sciences.

Jillian is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School and is the
daughter of Mark and Traecy Hobson.

WF Resident Wins
Italian-Amer. Award
WESTFIELD – The Center for Ital-

ian and Italian-American Culture in
Cedar Grove has announced that
Marisa Mormile of Westfield is the
winner of the Peter Cocoziello, Sr.
Scholarship. One of the requirements
when applying was to submit an es-
say about the significance of growing
up in an Italian-American family.

Ms. Mormile’s intended major is
political science, and she will attend
the Catholic University of America
in Washington, D.C. this fall.

Her extracurricular activities in-
clude belonging to the “Young Demo-
crats Club” all throughout high school
and participating in the “Science
Olympiad.” She was a volunteer in
aquatics therapy all through high
school at the Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside and also as
a volunteer reading to an elderly per-
son with glaucoma.

F E L I C I T A Z I O N I… M a r i s a
Mormile, second from left, is flanked
by her parents, on the far left and right,
as well as Joseph Alessi, president of
The Center for Italian and Italian-
American Culture. Marisa won a schol-
arship from the club after writing about
the significance of growing up in an
Italian-American household.

Westfield Native Wins
Pitt Club Scholarship
WESTFIELD – Siyu Xiao, a recent

graduate of Westfield High School, is
the recipient of the 2010 New Jersey
Pitt Alumni Club scholarship, granted
annually through the University of
Pittsburgh’s Alumni Association.

The award provides a $2,000 gift for
Xiao’s freshman year at Pitt. The New
Jersey Pitt Alumni Club scholarship is
one of 12 Matching Club/Affinity
Council scholarships awarded through
the Pitt Alumni Association.

The Pitt Alumni Association, in con-
junction with the University’s Office of
Admissions and Financial Aid, will
provide $2,000 for up to three addi-
tional years of undergraduate educa-
tion. Students remain eligible for this
grant by maintaining a 3.0 grade point
average throughout their undergradu-
ate careers.

FW’s Schreiber Earns
Bachelor’s Degree

FANWOOD – Katie Schreiber of
Fanwood earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Grove City College
in Pennsylvania, as she joins the
graduates of the Class of 2010.

Katie majored in Entrepreneurship;
she is a 2006 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and is
the daughter of Andrew and Jennifer
Schreiber of Fanwood.

A REMARKABLE ROLE MODEL…Claudia Andreski, who recently retired as
principal of McKinley School following 24 years in the Westfield Public Schools,
received this year’s Optimist Club Friend of Youth Award at a recent ceremony
held at Echo Lake Country Club. She received a plaque and a $250 award to the
McKinley School Fund. According to the Optimist Club of Westfield, The Friend
of Youth Award is given each year to someone who has performed exemplary
service for the youth of Westfield.

Local Students Join
Teach For America Corps

AREA — Students from the local
readership area have joined the Teach
for America Corps, the national corps
of top college graduates who commit
to teach for two years in urban and
rural public schools in low-income
communities.

Scotch Plains local Allison Hoynes-
O’Connor, a native of Fanwood, has
joined Teach For America. Ms.
Hoynes-O’Connor is a 2007 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, 2010 graduate of Arizona State
University and will teach in Newark
beginning this fall.

Westfield locals Callie Meserole and
Alexandra Krupp have joined Teach
For America, the national corps of top
college graduates who commit to teach
for two years in urban and rural public
schools in low-income communities.

“Fortunately, I had the opportunity
to attend a great public school. How-
ever, not every child is given that op-
portunity. By joining Teach For
America, I hope to make a difference
in the educational lives of those chil-
dren and ultimately help to close the
achievement gap,” Ms. Meserole said.

Ms. Meserole is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School, 2010 gradu-
ate of The George Washington Uni-
versity and will teach in Washington,
D.C. beginning this fall.

Westfield natives represent the tal-
ent of the incoming Teach For America
corps members.

Ms. Krupp is a 2006 graduate of
Kent Place School, 2010 graduate of
Princeton University, and will teach in
Washington, D.C. beginning this fall.

Teach For America received a
record-breaking 46,000 applications
this year, and admission was more
selective than ever before, with an
acceptance rate of 12 percent.

Teach For America recruits on more
than 350 college campuses, seeking
top graduates from all academic ma-
jors and backgrounds who have dem-
onstrated outstanding achievement,
perseverance and leadership.

At more than 120 colleges and uni-
versities, over 5 percent of the senior
class applied, including 12 percent of
all seniors at Ivy League schools, 7
percent of the graduating class at the
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
and 6 percent at the University of
California-Berkeley.

This fall, more than 8,200 first- and
second-year Teach For America corps
members will be teaching in 39 urban
and rural regions nationwide. They
will reach students in more than 100
school districts in 31 states and the
District of Columbia.

Teach For America corps members
go above and beyond traditional ex-
pectations to improve the educational
outcomes of children growing up in
low-income communities. Beyond
their impact as corps members, two-
thirds of the 20,000 Teach For America
alumni across the country remain in
education.

More than 450 Teach For America
alumni serve as school principals or
superintendents, more than 500 work
in government or policy and nearly 30
serve in elected office.

UCC Wants to Hear
From Its Alumni

CRANFORD – The Union County
College (UCC) Alumni Association
wants to hear from its alumni mem-
bers.

The Alumni Association is looking
to update its database with the ca-
reers of its alumni members and also
wants to feature alumni on the
college’s new website, which is cur-
rently in production.

By re-connecting with successful
alumni members, the college will be
able to share with current and poten-
tial students how they, too, can suc-
ceed with a degree from UCC.

If interested in updating an alumni
profile and sharing a success story
with the college, please contact Sara
Guerin, manager of Alumni Rela-
tions, at Guerin@ucc.edu or (908)
709-7066.

UCC Nursing Director
Named Nursing ‘Fellow’

CRANFORD – The Practical
Nursing Program at Union County
College announced that the
program’s director, Patricia
Castaldi, has been inducted into the
National League for Nursing’s
(NLN) Academy of Nursing Edu-
cation, with the credential of “Fel-
low.” She joins the academy’s 86
fellows representing nursing
schools and programs throughout
the United States.

The NLN established the Acad-
emy of Nursing Education in 2007
to foster excellence in nursing edu-
cation by recognizing and capital-
izing on the wisdom of nurse edu-
cators who have made sustained
and significant contributions to
nursing education.

Fellows provide visionary lead-
ership in nursing education and in
the Academy of Nursing Education
and support the vision of the NLN
to promote standards of excellence
in nursing education that will in-
crease the number of graduates from
all types of nursing programs.

Fellows serve as important role
models and resources for new edu-
cators and for those who aspire to
become nurse educators.

As a newly named fellow, Dr.
Castaldi has been lauded for her
innovative teaching and/or learn-
ing strategies; nursing education re-
search; faculty development; aca-
demic leadership; promotion of
public policy that advances nursing
education; and/or collaborative edu-
cational, practice or community

partnerships.
Dr. Castaldi has been an educator

and administrator in Practical and
Registered Nursing programs since
1980. She is recognized for her abil-
ity to create and implement an ef-
fective learning environment for a
diverse student population.

She consistently encourages and
supports an academic atmosphere
that promotes scholarship, innova-
tion, discovery and continuing edu-
cation for faculty and students.

As a leader at the local, state, and
national level, she is a strong voice
for nursing education and an advo-
cate for her colleagues in PN and
RN education. Dr. Castaldi is ac-
tive in her professional organiza-
tions, including the National League
for Nursing, New Jersey League for
Nursing and Practical Nurse Edu-
cators Council.

Powell of SP Wins
Medical Scholarship
SCOTCH PLAINS – Kathryn

Powell of Scotch Plains became a
winner in The Terumo Medical Cor-
poration Scholarship Program.

Kathryn is the child of Dennis
Powell. She attended Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and intends to
major in Business at University of
Maryland.

The following is a partial list of
Kathryn’s school and community
activities: marching band,
Colorguard, German Club, German
Honor Society and dance.

The Terumo Medical Corporation
Scholarship Program provides schol-
arships to sons and daughters of
Terumo Medical Corporation associ-
ates who are enrolled or planning to
enroll full-time in a college, univer-
sity or technical school program.

The recipients are chosen com-
petitively on the basis of their aca-
demic record and personal achieve-
ments. Career Opportunities Through
Education, Inc. independently man-
ages all phases of the competition.

WHAT’S COOKING…? Both Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in
Westfield held Career Awareness Days before the school year ended. More than
65 professionals visited the schools in morning sessions held in classrooms and the
auditoriums. The guidance departments of both schools arranged the event,
which provided students with the opportunity to gain knowledge of two or three
careers. Guest speakers represented a variety of professions, ranging from
architects to golf pros, doctors to special agents, chefs to energy executives and
many in between. Pictured here are Roosevelt students receiving a cooking
demonstration from David Ritter, culinary arts chef/teacher at the New York City
College of Technology and the Center for Kosher Culinary Arts in Brooklyn.

NJIO Young Artists
Concerto Seeks Applicants

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Out-
standing soloists, who play orches-
tral instruments and attend grades 7
to 12 in New Jersey, are invited to
audition on September 13, for the
Young Artists Concerto Competition
of The New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra (NJIO). The deadline to
register is September 1.

Applicants are required to play one
movement of a Baroque or Classical
period solo concerto by memory. Two
winners will be chosen to receive
$200 or $100 and perform their win-
ning concertos with the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra in their
2010-2011 concert season.

Last year, the winner of the compe-
tition was cellist Allegra Whiting, a
student of Grover Cleveland Middle
School in Caldwell. The runner-up
was violinist Yuji Sugimoto, a stu-
dent at New Providence Middle
School.

The Young Artist Concerto Com-
petition has been made possible in
part through a grant from K&S Mu-
sic of Berkeley Heights. For more
information, call Elizabeth Nowik,
NJIO administrator, at (908) 603-
7691, e-mail her at Lnowik@njio.org
or download the application at

njio.org.
This is the third consecutive year

the NJIO has offered the Young Art-
ists Concerto Competition. Located
in the Wharton Music Center, 60
Locust Avenue in Berkeley Heights,
the New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra (NJIO) rehearses from
September through May.

The NJIO 2010 fall season open
house rehearsal dates are September
16 and 23, which includes the pre-
mier of a new Prelude String Orches-
tra that offers beginning instrumen-
talists of all ages the opportunity to
play music in an ensemble.

Prelude meets Thursdays from 4:30
to 5:30 p.m. The Intermezzo String
Orchestra performs at the intermedi-
ate level for all ages and meets Thurs-
days from 5:45 to 7 p.m.

The NJIO Symphony is for inter-
mediate and advanced players of all
ages, and meets on Thursdays from
7:15 to 9:45 p.m. Auditions are re-
quired only for the Symphony 1st
violin players.

Each orchestra has its own musical
director and conductor. Those attend-
ing are instructed to bring a music
stand and their instrument to the
Wharton Music Center.

Art Show Winners Exhibit
At UC Freeholder Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs announced that the first-place
artworks from the 2010 Union County
Senior Art Show are on exhibit at the
Freeholders Gallery, located on the
sixth floor of the Union County Ad-
ministration Building at
Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth.

The winning pieces can be seen
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
exhibit will run through Tuesday,
August 24.

The annual Union County Senior
Citizen Art Show is open to artists
who are 60 years of age or older and
reside in Union County. The show is
held from mid-June to mid-July in
the atrium of the Elizabethtown Gas
Company in Union.

The local non-professional artists
whose two-dimensional artworks are
featured include Lucille McGann of

Scotch Plains, mixed media; Ann
Paradiso of Cranford, pastel, and
Eileen Willoughby of Westfield,
drawing. The local professional art-
ists in the exhibit include George
Hodges of Scotch Plains, photogra-
phy.

The first-place winners of the 3D
designs are not exhibited at the Free-
holders Gallery, but will also go on to
compete at the New Jersey Senior
Citizens Art Show. They are: Bruce
Long of Westfield, craft; Marilyn
Schwartz of Springfield, sculpture,
and Dolores Stewart of Plainfield,
sculpture and best in show.

For further information and to learn
more about exhibiting at the Free-
holders Gallery, call Teya David, cu-
rator, at the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, located
at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth, at
(908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

WSW Names Karacsony
This Year’s Hardy Scholar

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Summer Workshop awarded Scotch
Plains resident
D a n i e l l e
Karacsony this
year’s Marc Hardy
Scholarship.

The presenta-
tion was made at
the final Summer
Stage Theater per-
formance of the
musical Barnum in
late July. Danielle
played the role of
Joice Heth in the
production.

She has been at-
tending the
Westfield Summer
Workshop for
seven years, and
during the past
three years, she has
participated in the
Summer Stage
Theater program,
portraying the
roles of Marvella in Little Shop of
Horrors and Evillene in The Wiz.

The Marc Hardy Scholarship was
created in 1991 to honor the memory of
Marc Hardy, a talented young performer

from Westfield who attended the
Westfield Summer Workshop. He later

became a member
of the Screen Ac-
tors’ Guild and had
appeared in several
television shows,
most notably “The
Cosby Show.”

Recipients of
this scholarship are
selected on the ba-
sis of talent, posi-
tive attitude, hard
work and the abil-
ity of an individual
to work well in a
theater group. All
of these were quali-
ties that Mr. Hardy
exhibited through-
out his career. The
recipient of this
honor is given a
monetary award to
use in the pursuit
of further theater-
arts education.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
is a division of the non-profit New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts. For
more information, call (908) 789-9696
or visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

A HARDY
A C H I E V E M E N T … D a n i e l l e
Karacsony is the 2010 recipient of the
Westfield Summer Workshop Marc
Hardy Scholarship.


