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LIONS SCHOLARSHIP…Scotch Plains Lions Club Vice-President and Schol-
arship Chairman Ron Kelly presents the club’s Grausso/Bendel Memorial
Scholarship check to Nicole Ostrowski, a June graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Nicole Ostrowski Receives
Lions Club Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nicole
Ostrowski, a resident of Scotch Plains
and a June graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, recently was
awarded the Grausso/Bendel Memo-
rial Scholarship from the Scotch Plains
Lions Club.

The scholarship is given in memory
of two former leaders of the Scotch
Plains Lions Club, Norm Bendel and
Tony Grausso. It is awarded annually
to a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior who plans to go to
college.

Preference is given to students who
have demonstrated involvement in
community service, especially those
causes dedicated to the blind and visu-
ally impaired.

An honor student at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Nicole also has
been active in a variety of community
service initiatives, among them mul-
tiple Girl Scout and church-related com-
munity activities, CROP Walk, Locks
of Love, Breakfast with Santa for the
Underprivileged, Game Night for Spe-
cial Needs Children and the Recycling
Center. She plans to study marketing
and communication at The College of

New Jersey in the fall.
The Scotch Plains Lions Club is

part of Lions International, a global
service organization. There are more
than 1.4 million members active in
over 43,000 Lions clubs around the
world.

Lions Club members are dedicated
to meeting a variety of their
community’s needs, with the
association’s major focus being serv-
ing the blind and visually impaired.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Lions Club, or if interested in
attending a meeting, call Club Presi-
dent Barbara Anilo at (908) 322-4472.
The Scotch Plains Lions Club always
welcomes new members.

The Excitement Is Building
For New ‘Habitat’ Homes

By REVEREND EDWARD CARLL

Just the other day I had lunch with my
good friend, Jeremy Montgomery, who is
serving our community now as executive
director for our Greater Plainfield chap-
ter of Habitat for Humanity (HFH).

Many of us have known Jeremy through
his work in Westfield as the associate at
First Baptist Church for several years,
and Jeremy and I have something that
binds us together like few other things
do… we both have a “heart for Habitat.”

What is a “heart for Habitat?” It is a
deep belief that HFH’s heartbeat is strong
because God’s pulse is at the center of our
work. There is a second belief as strong as
the first… that community building al-
ways takes center stage at HFH. Nothing
builds long-lasting friendships like sweat-
ing together while shingling a roof, or
sheet rocking a room, or painting the
front porch of a house built completely
with love. Nothing makes volunteering
more satisfying than knowing that a de-
serving family has received a hand up,
not a hand out, and that they will be able
to afford a safe, comfortable, HFH dwell-
ing because dozens and dozens of us have
joined together to build a house with love
as the foundation.

HFH has a strong brand name for ex-
cellence, and many of you have experi-
enced it as an essential organization for
building community, either at a local or
international level. I have seen its power
unleashed in projects here in the Greater
Plainfield area and elsewhere in New
Jersey when I was a founding member of
the Southern Ocean County chapter in
the early 1990s.

For as long as I have breath, I will
remember my experience here in
Westfield five years ago, when we built
“House in a Box” on the front lawn of the
First United Methodist Church. There
were so many volunteers and willing
hands on that “Spring Fling” weekend
that we framed, then deconstructed, then
boxed a Habitat house for shipment to the
Gulf Coast in just two days.

That whole effort started because of a

conversation around a lunch table one
day, when we were prayerfully consider-
ing a response to the misery of our sisters
and brothers along the Gulf Coast follow-
ing two terrible hurricanes. Many of you
also will remember that with the residual
excitement and energy from that blitz-
build, the Greater Plainfield chapter mus-
tered teams of volunteers to travel to
Biloxi, Miss. under the careful direction
of Al Yoshimura, and we finished con-
struction on two homes, allowing fami-
lies to regain their dignity and rebuild
their lives.

That was then… and now, five years
later, the excitement is building again!
Jeremy has just told me about efforts
underway to acquire several new build-
ing lots in our area… and that the chapter
has a vision for completing seven new
homes in the next two to three years. He
also told me about some exciting new
grants that have come through to fund a
lot of the work that has been planned.

I am excited to put out the invitation to
the communities of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Cranford to get on
board, once again, to help our neighbors
in the Greater Plainfield HFH area! When
you think about it, there has not been a
time in the past 20 years when property is
both as available and affordable as now!
There has not been a time in the past 20
years or more in which families are so
hard pressed to make ends meet! Fami-
lies in our area need a “hand up,” not a
hand out, now more than any time in the
past several decades!

Will you re-enlist your church group,
your neighborhood association, your
PTA, your Lions Club or Elks Club, your
PEO or your Rotary Club to help rebuild
people’s lives in the Greater Plainfield
area? Now is a great time… and the
excitement is building!!!

Combining our hearts and hammers to
build houses and community.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Carll is senior pastor of the

First United Methodist Church, One East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Golf Classic In September
To Benefit Sisters of Mercy

AREA – The Sixteenth Annual
Golf Classic for the benefit of the
Sisters of Mercy will take place on
Thursday, September 16, at the
Navesink Country Club in
Middletown. Proceeds will benefit
aged and infirm Sisters of Mercy
who formerly staffed various schools
in the area. Many retired Sisters of
Mercy currently reside at McAuley
Health Care Center in Watchung and
St. James Convent in Red Bank.

The day will begin with registra-
tion and a barbecue luncheon at the
country club and, after 18 holes of
golf, will conclude with a cocktail
hour and gala dinner. Refreshments
will be available on the course dur-
ing the afternoon. Hole in one prizes,
golfers’ prizes and silent auction
items donated by local businesses
and restaurants will be distributed
during the dinner. Approximately
$15,000 in prizes will be awarded in
a special 50/50 raffle.

A special feature of this year’s
event will be an opportunity to bid
on a golfing package with a two-

night stay for a group of three at a
luxury home in Pinehurst, N.C., plus
a round of golf with caddies at fa-
mous Pinehurst 2, the U.S. Open/
U.S. Amateur site and future host of
the Men’s 2014 U.S. Open Golf
Championship, ranked 28th top golf
course in the world.

Additionally, sports artist and il-
lustrator James Fiorentino will be
on hand to discuss his work and
offer several pieces at the silent auc-
tion. Among his pieces are portraits
of Yankee greats, Kentucky Derby
and Belmont Stakes winners and
other sports favorites.

Mr. Fiorentino recently was com-
missioned to create the cover of
“Skirt in the Dirt,” a first-person
history of the Girls Professional
Baseball League by Pepper Davis,
on whose life the movie A League of
Their Own was based.

For more information, opportuni-
ties to support the Golf Classic and
a brochure, contact Linda Cavallo at
lcavallo@mercymidatlantic.org or
(908) 756-0994, extension no. 4006.

Westfield Foundation Posts
2010 Scholarship Recipients
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Foundation has announced its schol-
arship recipients for 2010, Jessica
Mondon and Patricia Whitehead.
These two young women were se-
lected based upon multiple criteria,
including academic achievement,
extracurricular activities, commu-
nity service and financial need. Each
recipient will be awarded $2,500
for four years.

Jessica, a Westfield resident, is a
graduate of Westfield High School.
She competed on the softball and
basketball teams, was a member of
the Science Olympiad team, partici-
pated in Model UN and founded
“Hoping for Health,” a club at her
high school where the students raised
money for Children’s Specialized

Hospital. Jessica will attend Colgate
University in Hamilton, N.Y.

Patricia, also a Westfield resident, is
a graduate of Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy in Watchung. She competed na-
tionally and internationally in Irish
dance, was a member of the cross-
country and track teams, was involved
in Peer Ministry and volunteered with
the Special Olympics and the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey in
Hillside. Patricia will attend the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
Mass.

The Westfield Foundation is a
community foundation dedicated
to enhancing residents’ quality of
life. It holds and invests funds used
to provide grants to local non-profit
organizations and programs.

A FOUNDATION FOR SUCCESS…Scholarship recipients Patricia Whitehead,
left, and Jessica Mondon have been awarded $2,500 for the next four years from
the Westfield Foundation to be used toward their college education.

Local Library Announces
Digital Download Center

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced that
it has a new Digital Download Center
for audiobooks, eBooks, music and
movies, available for downloading
from the library’s website.

Library cardholders can check out
and download digital media to com-
puters or mobile devices anytime and
anywhere by visiting the library’s
website, wmlnj.org.

Cardholders can enjoy the titles
immediately or transfer them to a
variety of devices, including iPod,
Sony ReaderT and the Barnes &
Noble Nook. Some audio titles also
can be burned to CD to listen to on the
go. Titles will automatically expire at
the end of the lending period, so there
are no late fees.

“With an increasing number of
people downloading digital content,
the library is pleased to be able to
offer materials in this form,” said Phil
Israel, library director.

“Our new Digital Download Cen-

ter is not only free and convenient, it
is also an easy one-stop-borrowing
center for everything from books to
movies,” Mr. Israel added. “As people
become more accustomed to listen-
ing and watching on the go, we hope
that they will think of the library as
one of their main sources for obtain-
ing materials.”

To get started downloading
audiobooks, eBooks, music and mov-
ies, individuals should take out their
library card, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the image of the Digital Down-
load Center.

For more information, visit the
library’s website and click on the
Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 4140. Individu-
als also may obtain further informa-
tion on library programs and activi-
ties by signing up on the website to
receive the e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stopping by the library at
550 East Broad Street for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Registration Available
For Senior Olympics
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has received literature from the
National Senior Games Association
through the Township of Woodbridge,
which will host the 2010 Senior Olym-
pics next month.

Local senior citizens are invited to
participate in the upcoming games, to
be held Friday through Sunday, Sep-
tember 10 to 12. The registration dead-
line is Friday, August 27.

Sixteen sporting events geared to the
senior population will be available, in-
cluding archery, basketball (foul-shoot-
ing accuracy and 3 on 3), billiards,
bocce, bowling, cycling, darts, fenc-
ing, golf, tennis, horseshoes, racquet-
ball, team softball, swimming, track
and field, and table tennis.

Competition in the Woodbridge
events can qualify individuals for the
2011 National Senior Olympics in
Houston, Tex. For more information,
access niseniorolympics.com or con-
tact Chairpersons Pat Trombetta or
Frank St. Marie at (732) 636-9439.

Registration forms are available
through the chairpersons and the fee is
$25 for three events. Golf is $60. The
application form also includes all re-
leases and waiver conditions for par-
ticipants. Anyone interested in attend-
ing the various competitions  are also
welcome.

Rise & Shine for Jesus!
Saturday, August 28th

Rise and Shine for Jesus…

• By Being Thankful

• By Caring and Sharing

• By Being Honest

• By Being a Peacemaker

• By Overcoming Temptation

Free of Charge!

Registration from 9:00 until 9:30a.m. Closing Ceremony at 3:30-

4:00p.m. Pre-Register by sending your child’s name, age (ages 4-11

only), phone number and address by mail, email, or phone:

Echo Lake Church of Christ
419 Springfield Ave. Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-4946

office@echolakechurch.org

www.echolakechurch.org

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Seniors to Travel to Sofia’s
For ‘Melody Makers’ Show
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will sponsor its final trip for
2010 to see Cabaret Lulu’s “20th Cen-
tury Melody Makers” on Tuesday,
October 5.

Performed by professionals from
Broadway theater and New York film
and television productions, the pro-
gram will feature music ranging from
Tin Pan Alley to today’s favorites.

The performance will be presented
at Sofia’s of the Hotel Edison in New
York City. A luncheon will be served
consisting of breast of chicken with
capers and lemon sauce, veal scalop-
pine with mushrooms, or tortellini Sofia
with fresh tomato and mushrooms.
Registrants will be asked to select their
choice of entrée at registration. Dessert
will be homemade Napoleon pastry,
with coffee or tea. Other beverages will
be available on a cash basis.

The bus will leave from the Scotch
Hills Clubhouse parking lot on Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains at 9:15 a.m.
and return about 5 p.m. Scotch Plains
residents may register in the recre-
ation office, located in the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at 430 Park
Avenue, starting Monday, August 30,
at a cost of $41 per person. Space
permitting, non-residents may regis-
ter starting on Wednesday, September
8, at a cost of $45 per person. The
Township of Scotch Plains is under-

writing the bus charter.
For more information, call (908)

889-2084 or the recreation office at
(908) 322-6700. (The department ac-
cess from the township menu is no. 5,
then 223).

Free Course Available
To Senior Citizens

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Se-
nior Citizens Housing Corporation, in
conjunction with the Westfield Foun-
dation and the Learning Is Forever
(LIFE) Center of Union County Col-
lege, will sponsor classes on its pre-
mises during the fall semester of 2010.

Christopher Gibbs will teach En-
glish history. This course will be held
at 1133 Boynton Avenue in Westfield
on Fridays from 10 a.m. to noon, from
September 3 to December 10. The
LIFE Center courses are available free
of charge to Union County senior citi-
zens. Registration will take place the
first week of class.

Parking is available in the desig-
nated parking areas and up to the
entrance to Boynton Avenue, or the
access road between the two build-
ings. Participants are advised to be
aware of the designated parking areas
(if not, they will be ticketed by the fire
department). For more information,
call Randi Kass at (908) 233-5898,
extension no. 9.

A GREAT
 Education, 

Close to Home
Fall Registration
Going on Now!
Classes begin 
September 1, 2010

(908) 709-7518
www.ucc.edu

over the Sheriff’s Department.
Thursday, August 12, a resident came

into headquarters with his daughter to re-
port that during the week of June 6 his
daughter’s Ipod was removed from her
desk while she was out of the classroom.
According to police, the incident was
brought to the teacher’s attention and sev-
eral witnesses say they saw who took the
Ipod. The incident has been turned over to
the juvenile detective bureau.

Friday, August 13, a resident of Route 22
came into headquarters to report an incident
of identity theft after a credit card company
called him to confirm information regard-
ing an account opened by someone using
his identity. According to police, the credit
card was cancelled and the victim suffered
no financial loss in relation to the card. An
address in East Windsor was used to open
the account and local authorities are inves-
tigating, police said.

Saturday, August 14, Rahjon L. Ross,
22, of Plainfield was picked up at the
Plainfield Police Department and charged
with outstanding warrants out of South
Plainfield in the amount of $600 and
Mountainside in the amount of $903. He
was transported to headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Sunday, August 15, a resident of Oak
Tree Road reported that she lost her wallet
the previous day and there was unautho-
rized activity on her debit card totaling
$134. According to police, the debit card
has been cancelled, as well as other credit
cards that were in the wallet and the victim
will check for other fraudulent activity on
those accounts.

Sunday, August 15, an individual came
into headquarters to report finding a skim-
ming devise that was on the access panel on
the front door of the Bank of America
branch on Mountain Avenue. According to
police, the individual stated that he was
about to swipe his card through the device
when he noticed that it did not look authen-
tic. The individual pulled on the device,
which came easily off the wall and turned it
into headquarters, police said. The incident
is under investigation.
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