
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 19, 2010 Page 5

Resident Asks, ‘Look Around You –
Where Does the Half a Billion Go?’

Letters to the Editor

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Expiration date 8/20/10.

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER
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Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Many Guests; You Would Never
Believe They Could Be Homeless

First, I will apologize for a mistake I
made assuming that the unwavering sup-
port of Freeholder Betty Kowalski by
letter to the editor was from Edwin the
husband, but Edwin is actually her father.
Odd though that in the correcting letter
from Edwin to the Suburban News, he
only objected to the familial connection
and not to the points I had brought up
regarding his freeholder daughter insult-
ing a resident at a freeholder meeting.
Should the readers assume that he couldn’t
refute those major points?

And I commend Edwin as a true parent
being always supportive of actions of
their child whether questionable or not.
My mother at 90 years old thinks I was an
exemplary son way back. A parent can
only teach the values of life that are
required, but whether they are instilled or
practiced by that child are itself only by
the child’s volition.

One way our children are judged is by
those they hang out with. You should
inquire exactly where Betty goes every
other Thursday night. We find those
Thursdays, she is hanging out in Eliza-
beth with some dubious gang that call
themselves “the chosen freeholders.” If
one paid attention during the times they
hold their gang meetings, they are wan-
tonly spending nearly half a billion of our
tax money every year without care, ques-
tion or expertise.

Many taxpayers consider this close to
extortion. To back up this feeling, the
freeholder gang’s threats are written on
signs throughout the county: “We are
connected to you.” The residents should
be afraid. Their schemes and agendas
dissipate that huge amount of money, and
there is nothing to show for it. Look
around the local towns throughout the
county. Do you see where any of this
half-a-billion dollars goes every year?

A while ago, Edwin, they actually made

your daughter gang leader for a year, and
it appears that it may have been then she
started the abuse of residents. Back then
when members of the public confronted
her with questions about where nearly
half-a-billion dollars disappears to every
year, she denied them saying that this is
not a Q&A session and they could only
comment.

Accountability, she has none. Maybe
you weren’t aware of her egregious ac-
tions until just now when she verbally
abused that Cranford resident, and it ap-
peared in newsprint. Yet you still dis-
avow what she apparently has become.
Pay attention when she comes home those
Thursday nights. Ask her what she ate,
and just as that gang noted in the past to
the public, she may say just “a pizza and
a sandwich.” However, her clothes may
divulge the aroma of roasted chickens,
beef ribs, cakes, pies and 15 types of
cappuccino; a sumptuous feast for each
gang meeting for such little work, all
costing tens and tens of thousands of
extracted taxpayer dollars over the years.
They dine on our dime like the kings that
they wish they were.

Make no mistake; she has become a
gang member with blind allegiance to
“the chosen freeholder” gang. Their gang
mantra seems to be — Arrogance, disre-
spect, abuse, waste, answering to no one.
We have all seen it.

As a good father, we are sure you tried.
But your daughter has become a sworn
member of that gang and you can’t miss
the signals. Possible intervention toward
her would be the only resolution to return
her to becoming a productive, honest and
respectful person in the community. I am
there if you need me to help. Good luck,
Dad.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

This past July 11 to 23, Congregation
Beth Israel of Scotch Plains once again
partnered with Homefirst’s Interfaith
Housing Network of Plainfield and
housed the homeless in our synagogue.
For almost two weeks, our working syna-
gogue was transformed into a warm home.
We hosted four guests. One was a mother
with a lovely teenager, and another was a
mother with a young toddler. The two
families were extremely close and were
almost like one family unit.

For those of you not familiar with
Homefirst, they provide emergency shel-
ter for families who would otherwise be
and/or have been homeless. Guests stay
one to two weeks at a Union County
church or synagogue and then move on to
the next hosting group. During week-
days, guests go to work or have work
training and the children are either in
school or day camp. We provide every-
thing else guests need nights and week-
ends — food, lodging and activities. It
was a tremendous effort and one in which
over 150 members of CBI assisted with in
different capacities.

This year, we had fewer guests than in
the past because there was no hosting
congregation scheduled after us. This left
a week gap before another congregation
hosted. It would have posed a problem
with placement of guests had more guests
been with us. We wish we could have
done for more – in the past we have
housed as many as 14 people — but we
did get to know those that stayed with us
much better.

I hope that some of you who read this
will get in touch with Homefirst at (908)
753-4002 so that your church or syna-
gogue will participate and fill in the miss-
ing weeks throughout the year.

Many guests are those who you would
never believe could be homeless. In the
past, we have had a school teacher, an ex-
Wall Street executive, a family whose
child was a high school valedictorian —

the stories are endless. Our guests could
be your kids’ camp bus driver or work in
a store you frequent — you would never
know.

I am extremely proud of all the won-
derful members of my synagogue who
volunteered in many capacities, and those
who contributed financially, as well as
Rabbi George Nudell, and the synagogue
staff.

The following businesses also provided
many services: Deli King of Clark for a
large deli platter, Wash-A-Load in
Plainfield for commercial laundering,
Parker Gardens for the use of their trucks
to move our supplies to and from storage,
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church for
the use of their cots, Needlepoint Homes
for moving the cots to and from Willow
Grove, Dr. Robbie Drossner, the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation and
L’Oréal for toys and supplies, and the
JCC of Central NJ for the use of their
facilities.

It is wonderful working with
Homefirst’s Interfaith Hospitality Net-
work. They are a model social service
organization and it is terrific that people
of all faiths can work together to provide
for others who just need a break. Thanks
to all the other participating religious
organizations who share in this endeavor
throughout the year.

Jodi Heinz
Chair, 2010 CBI Homeless Project

Scotch Plains

WALKING WESTFIELD…To complement the study of their town, Franklin
third graders visited the Westfield Historical Society archives. The students took
a walking tour of the town, ending with a look at memorabilia on display in the
society’s museum located in the Westfield Board of Education building at 302 Elm
Street. The students learned about the Indians who inhabited Westfield, viewed
clothing from the Victorian period and artifacts from fire, police and town
government, including the 75-year-old town seal imprinter that they took turns
using with the help of Patricia Cunniff from the Westfield Historical Society.

Harassing Letters to Deceased from
NJ DMV Should Be Stopped

For decades, the NJ DMV has been
sending letters to Joseph R DuPont at 391
Valley Road, Watchung, NJ, which were
meant for the late Joseph Russell DuPont.
Despite my many attempts to tell the
DMV that Joe was not there and lived in
Las Vegas, they have persisted in sending
more and more letters. My 98-year-old
mother at that address does not need this.
Violet Poslusny of Neshanic Station, NJ
(Joey’s brother) does not need this.

Now that he is dead, the continuation
of these letters takes on a new light of
harassment. They could have collected

their due when Joey was alive. But now
that he is dead, this will become a sick
joke. I’d appreciate it if someone in the
state government sees the waste of money
sending out these notices to Joseph Russell
DuPont, when has not lived in this state
for decades and now he is dead.

And even knowing that he is dead, they
will continue on. Which begs a question,
how many dead people are they spending
money sending letters to? This seems to
me to be a very good basis of an article.

Joseph DuPont
Towanda, Pa.

goleader.com/subscribe

Scotch Plains Thrift Shop Holds
Weeklong End-Of-Season Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The end of a
successful summer shopping season at
The Thrift Shop, located at 1730 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains, will be
marked with a week of bag sales. Begin-
ning Saturday, August 21, at 10 a.m.,
customers may fill a shopping bag, pro-
vided by the store, with whatever mer-
chandise that can be packed into it.

For $5 a bag, clothes, linens, toys,
books, shoes, purses, household bric-a-
brac and whatever else is available in the

shop is included. If an item does not fit in
the bag, then it will be sold for half price.

The sale ends Saturday, August 28.
The store will reopen the following week,
restocked with all “new” fall clothing and
accessories for back-to-school shopping.

The Thrift Shop is open Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. and Friday and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call the store at
(908) 322-5420 during opening hours for
more information or directions.

Scotch Plains Boosters Golf Outing
Takes Place 8/30 at Shackamaxon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 2010 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Boosters Golf Outing
will take place on August 30 at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club.

This golf event raises funds for both
the Blue Raider Athletic Booster Club
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music
Boosters Association, two active organi-
zations that support the student athletes
and musicians in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district.

Over the past three years, more than
$20,000 has been raised by this event to

fund scholarships and purchase music
and athletic equipment.

Even if unable to attend the event as a
golfer, individuals should still consider
coming for the full buffet dinner, which
includes hors d’œuvre, beverages, din-
ner and dessert – all for only $65 per
person. The Moonglowers Jazz Ensemble
will provide entertainment.

Those with questions should call Kate
Reilly at (908) 400-3115, Jamie Denman
at (908) 472-8308 or Keith Benovengo at
(908) 232-2354.

Garwood to Name Streets
After Those Killed in Action

GARWOOD – The Knights of Colum-
bus are seeking relatives of the 24 ser-
vicemen from Garwood who were killed
in action during WWII, the Korean and
Vietnam Wars for their inclusion in The
Memorial Street Sign Dedication, at noon
on October 2. In recognition and in
memory of these men, the Knights will be
unveiling street signs with their names
that will be placed throughout the Bor-
ough of Garwood.

The outside ceremony with a BBQ to
follow will take place at the Knights of
Columbus Council Hall, 37 South Av-
enue Garwood. All are welcome.

Information on the following names is
sought:

WWII: Edward Buckley, Raymond
Clarkson, Ronald Cree, Anthony Del
Conte, Waldemar Dopieralo, Richard
Hartig, Kurt Hartman, George Holmberg,
Vincent Massa, Raymond Maguire, Eu-
gene Meyer Jr., George Morrison Jr.,
Frank Wojkiewiez, John Pearson Jr, An-
thony Popolillo, Richard Sachsel, Donald
Schwenke, Raymond W. Smith George
Tillish.

Korean War: Frank Begasse, Anthony
Bernosky Jr.

Vietnam War: Thomas Badavas, Kevin
Corcoran, Joseph Whelan.

Relatives or friends with information
can contact Keith Gallagher at (908) 789-
0931.

Garwood Knights
To Hold Fish Fry

GARWOOD — The Knights of Co-
lumbus will have their semi-annual Fish
Fry at their council hall on Friday, Sep-
tember 24, from 6 to 8 p.m. The dinner
includes french fries, cole slaw, dessert
and coffee. Chicken dinners available as
well. Dine in or take out. Tickets can be
purchased weekdays after 4 p.m. at the
council hall, 37 South Avenue. For infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

Willow Grove Church Offers
Connection Coffeehouse on Saturday

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains has invited the public to attend a
Connection Coffeehouse Worship
evening at 6 p.m. on Saturday, August 21.

Those who attend will get to experi-
ence live music, multimedia, a relevant
message and a time to connect with God
and others. Coffee and desserts are served.
The church provides childcare for young
children and activity packets for older
children.

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church is
located in Scotch Plains at 1961 Raritan
Road, across the street from the Scotch
Plains Southside Firehouse and Southside
Soccer Field, and near the corner of South

Martine Avenue. All facilities are handi-
cap-accessible. To learn more, see
willowgrovechurch.org.

Sierra Club to Discuss BP
Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill

CHATHAM — The Sierra Club will
present Jeff Huppert, Loantaka Group
Education coordinator. Many have been
keeping track of the BP Gulf of Mexico
Oil Spill and its possible impact on the
Florida coast and the Jersey shore. It is
just one example of an event having a
negative impact on the world’s oceans.

What was until recently a seemingly
inexhaustible bounty is now beyond
threatened and into the realm of endan-
gered. Attendees will learn why the fish

are vanishing through over-fishing, ru-
ined habitats, dying estuaries and fishing
practices. People attending will learn
about what steps the world community
must take to make oceans sustainable for
future generations.

The meeting is Wednesday, Septem-
ber 8, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at The Library
of The Chathams, located at 214 Main St.
There is no admission fee, and the public
is invited to attend. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 233-2414.
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