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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Geese Have As Much Right to Park
As We Do to Our Own Properties

It is Time for Union County to Cut
Or Suspend Open Space Tax

Freeholders Well Exceed Capacity
Of Drunken Sailor to Spend Money

Westlake School Thanks Leader
For Publishing Carnival Picture

We as a Country Need To Get Back
To Basics, Innovate and Manufacture

I would like to inform John Dencker,
who sent a letter last week that was titled
“Freeholders Spend Money Like Drunken
Sailors,” is not correct. As a former sailor,
“Aviation Machinist Mate 2nd Class
1968-1971,” I can assure him that, as a
sailor who may have consumed more
alcohol at times than was considered so-
ciable, I never spent more than I had in
my wallet. Our freeloaders (spelling in-
tentional) have the power to raise taxes.
Therefore, they well exceed the capacity
of a so-called drunken sailor to spend
money. I would like to see this mob of
democrats (small “d” intentional) voted
out three members at a time. I would also

like to see the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers put into seven districts with two at-
large seats. As long as a monopoly of
politicians control the board, this form of
better democracy will not be imple-
mented. I hope that the Republicans will
implement such a change when they re-
take control of the Union County Board
of Freeholders. Then we can have a true
democracy of Democrats and Republi-
can and maybe even an Independent or
two taking care of Union County busi-
ness.

Peter Hogaboom
Westfield

The City Council of Summit is having
a special closed session meeting on Mon-
day to discuss budget issues. We have cut
almost as far as we can in some depart-
ments without cutting services altogether.

As we look at 2011, most of us don’t
believe the budget situation will improve.
Suspending the Open Space Tax for two
years would provide essential relief to
taxpayers throughout the county. It would
save Summit residents approximately
$1.2 million. I would venture to say one
of the most recent purchases – a half-acre
parcel in Cranford near a 110-acre park
for $495,000 – does not meet the magni-
tude of importance of providing funds for
teachers, firemen and police.

The parcel of property, currently on
Cranford’s tax rolls, would also no longer
be a source of tax revenue. Summit has
benefited in the past from Open Space
funds. However, considering the signifi-
cant tax increase the county is passing on
to its residents, suspending Open Space
would give us much-needed relief. The
tax has already been cut significantly in
many counties, including Middlesex,
Bergen, etc. It is time for Union County to
do the same.

Ellen Dickson
Republican Freeholder Candidate,

Summit

Thank you so much for printing the
photo of my Westlake School students at
our annual edition of the Westfield carni-
val in today’s Leader (August 12). My
kids will be so excited to see themselves
in print when they return to school after
Labor Day!

Thanks also for including the full cap-
tion that we sent in. Although we’ve been
located next to St. Helen’s Church for
over 13 years, many Westfielders do not
know who we are or what students we
serve. Hopefully, this caption will en-
lighten them.

If you have an opportunity, you are
most welcome to come and visit us any-
time to meet our students and see what we
do. I am delighted to report that over the
past few years, as a result of their visits to
our school, The Westfield Service League
has approved grants for which we ap-
plied. The selection process is very thor-

ough, and they are very careful about to
whom they give grants. After we submit
a detailed grant application, they send
members to tour our school and ask ques-
tions. After receiving a goodie-bag with
student-created products, they go back
and report their findings to their member-
ship. The League’s standards are very
high, and they are an appreciative audi-
ence. Additionally, the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the BMW Car Club of America
(based in Westfield) has provided gener-
ous grants to Westlake for over a decade
now, enabling us to provide educational
materials and enrichment events like the
carnival in our photo.

We are most grateful for your support
of our multiply disabled students and our
school.

Cathy Patla, Principal
Westlake School, Westfield

The Star-Ledger editorial board wrote
an editorial on August 12, 2010 in which
they said that the government needs more
stimulus money released from the gov-
ernment — and they called it fire hoses.

The economy needs more jobs, not
more government handouts, in my opin-
ion. For that to happen, we as a country
need to get back to basics — understand
what the market wants and go and manu-
facture that. This is how we as a country
prospered in the past, and we need to
move in that direction.

For example, our company has devel-
oped a solar storage battery:
w w w . s w e n s o n a n d s o n s . c o m /
hydrogen_energy.htm that enables people

to store electricity from the sun (free
source) and also use that to fuel to their
furnace, hot water heater and cooking
stove. Our solar storage battery does not
compete economically with Public Ser-
vice Electric and Gas Company, but it is
a start, and it is a viable alternative where
there is no electrical service.

More innovative technology and manu-
facturing needs to be started to make our
country great again.

Give a man a fish, and he will always
want more fish. Teach a man to fish, and
he will be always independent.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and cop-
ied to this newspaper.

******
I am writing in response to a July 15

letter written by Theresa Moore regard-
ing the status of resident geese in
Mindowaskin Park.

Theresa’s suggestion, as agreed to by
38 of my neighbors, that the town “ad-
dress the issue” of geese living in
Mindowaskin Park seems, to me, quite
backwards. Instead, I suggest that we
“address the issue” of our community’s
disrespect for the geese and their inalien-
able right to their natural habitat.

Whether or not anyone chooses to ad-
mit it, the geese have just as much of a
right to the park as you or I have to our
properties. Westfield is as appealing a
habitat to the geese, who are simply try-
ing to raise and sustain families, as it is to
us. To suggest that the geese pose a nui-
sance by roaming on town and private
property is absurd, when wild animals
certainly don’t observe private property
lines.

Further, I am forced to raise the ques-
tion of whether goose droppings truly
pose a health hazard. Sure, droppings
litter the ground and “foul” Mindowaskin
Park, but at least it’s natural pollution,
which pales in comparison to the unnatu-
ral pollution that humans have emitted
and continue to emit.

All animals, human and non-human
alike, have the potential for spreading
disease, but unless infected, there is no
disease to spread. According to the Canada
Geese New Jersey website, geese do not
pose a more significant health risk than
any other animal, as evidenced by the fact
that the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention have no record of a human
illness outbreak linked to goose feces.

Even if geese were to somehow con-
tract a bacteria or virus that would make
humans sick, simple precautions which
most people already take, such as wash-
ing children’s hands and pets’ paws after
walks, would eliminate any bacteria or
viruses they could have picked up. Thus,
it appears that the primary concern is the
unsightly and unpleasant concentrations
of droppings rather than a health risk.

I have to agree with Min Huang, a
migratory game bird biologist at the Con-
necticut Department of Environmental
Protection, that “the problem with the
geese population is primarily one of hu-
man perception and attitude, rather than
an ecological or health issue.”

Instead of removing or disrupting the
geese, we should focus efforts and re-
sources on addressing the cleanup of drop-
pings. Lethal methods of goose elimina-
tion are both inhumane and illegal. Under
the Migratory Bird Treat Act, originally
passed in 1918, any person causing injury
or death to a goose while engaged in
dispersement activities is subject to a
fine. Non-lethal methods of goose elimi-
nation simply push populations into other
communities, which does not solve the
goose droppings problem, but rather
pushes it onto someone else.

In the words of Sharon Pawlak, national
coordinator of the Coalition to Prevent the
Destruction of Canada Geese, “reasonable-
thinking people recognize that Canada geese
cannot be rightfully faulted for doing what
comes naturally.” I think it’s time that we
realize that the geese have been here just as
long as we have, if not longer. In conclu-
sion, we fail to live together and share the
park with its resident geese at the cost of
blatantly disrespecting nature’s equilibrium.

Sara Birkenthal
Westfield

How In The World Is The End
Of Summer A Good Thing?

In the northern hemisphere of the world for us, the
last day of summer is September 21. However, if one
goes south for about 7,000 miles to Santiago, Chile,
they are finishing up their winter this time of year.
Most of us don’t realize that the Pacific coast of
South America by Santiago is southeast from New
York City. Many associate the Pacific coast of South
America to be at a longitude similar to that of the
California coast.

Well, so much for geography and so much for
summer. Regardless of what the calendar indicates,
summer is mostly over for us in this area next week.
People are returning from vacation; children are
getting ready to go back to school; young adults head
back to college, and football season is starting. Local
businesses are mounting their fall initiatives; parent-
teacher associations are selecting new leaders, and
politicians are ramping up their campaign activities
for the November elections. It’s the Labor Day
weekend picnic, then off to the races.

It’s like a power switch is turned on in September.
Gone is the leisurely pace, goodbye to the shore and
the roads become noticeably packed. Here’s how
Betsey Burgdorf wrote about it on August 26, 2004:

Mother’s Reality of Back To School
Begins to Sink In.

“As the days grow shorter and the cool air begins
to encourage leaves to drop from the trees, it won’t
be long before alarm clocks and backpacks replace
the sunscreen and swimsuits that have dominated
the summer. It’s hard to believe that September, and
school, is just around the corner. I couldn’t help but
notice the difference in attitude between my soon-to-
be fourth grader and myself as we paraded the aisles
at Staples with classroom supply list in hand.

I was enthusiastically throwing crayons, colored
pencils, blue pens, black pens, highlighters and the
likes into the cart as he sluggishly complained of a
headache from all the bright colors. I think it was the
reality that with every item we checked off his list, it

became clearer and clearer that the first day of school
is getting closer and closer. Not that I don’t love
summer, because I do, but I am so ready for Labor
Day and the end to the summer schedule.

Somewhere between the Fourth of July and the
middle of August, summer begins to take its toll on
the stay-at-home mom. All the togetherness begins
to wear you down, and the thought of lights out
before 11 p.m. just sounds so nice. The sound of
“Not tonight, it’s a school night,” has such a pleasant
ring to it.

The lazy days of summer can take a toll on kids
who love to stay up late and sleep in when September
rolls around. Believe me, I have a few kids who are
experts at sleeping in. I’ve already begun preparing
for the back-to-school routine and the early-morning
wakeup call by once again setting a bed time, no
bargaining allowed. I want my kids to be back on
track long before they will be sitting behind a desk
and using their brain for what could be the first time
this summer.

My 13-year-old could barely remember how to
sign his name when filling out his soccer I.D. card.
He found that funny. I, on the other hand, did not.
Although I do feel there is some merit in letting a kid
just be a kid, and relax for a change in this fast-paced,
overachieving world they are growing up in. It all
comes back to them, right?

By the time I reached the checkout line with all the
necessary objects and then some, I too was begin-
ning to have a headache. The cart seemed to be
bottomless. The reality of what the phrase “back to
school” really means was beginning to sink in, and
this was just our first stop on the long list. Soccer
cleats, football equipment, new sneakers, new pants
that actually make it past the ankle, haircuts...followed
by alarm clocks, soccer practice, football games,
dinner time, homework and bedtime...how in the
world could I have even thought for one minute that
the end of summer was a good thing?

A ‘Wrong Mistake?’
Things confuse us. Last week, President Barack

Obama declared his initiatives purportedly aimed to
help the economy and bolster American jobs – The
Manufacturing Enhancement Act Of 2010.

The President said: “…And when the playing field
is even, American workers can compete with anybody.
And we’re going to compete aggressively for every
job, for every industry, and every market out there.
…This legislation will reduce or eliminate some of
those tariffs, which will significantly lower costs for
American companies across the manufacturing
landscape – from cars to chemicals; medical devices

to sporting goods. And that will boost output, support
good jobs here at home, and lower prices for American
consumers.”

To us, this is ‘A Wrong Mistake.’ Wouldn’t every
small manufacturer in Ohio and elsewhere just say,
“I guess we’ll close up shop, lay off our American
workers and subcontract the supply to overseas
companies?

And then there’s the President buying helicopters
from Russia for the war in Afghanistan rather than
from our American workers in Connecticut – another
‘wrong mistake?’

Gov. Christie and
Lawmakers Will Not
Fund Birth Control

I have to give Governor Chris Christie
credit. I marvel at his awesome ability to
get people to follow him. But what hap-
pens when he is just plain wrong? Then
there are no checks and balances. This
happened earlier this summer, when he
vetoed the bill that would have restored
$7.5 million for 58 family-planning cen-
ters around the state.

Westfield’s two Assembly representa-
tives, Jon Bramnick and Nancy Munoz,
abstained from the vote. Assemblyman
Bramnick explained afterwards that he
supported the concept of healthcare for
women, but he opposed funding it. So,
let’s see, he supports the idea of breast
and cervical cancer screenings, but not
the money to provide them. He supports
the idea of HIV testing, but not the money
to provide them. He supports birth con-
trol, but not the money to provide it.

This is not about the money. The Gov-
ernor and the legislators who voted against
it or abstained from voting sent a message
to the women of New Jersey, and the
message was that the state will not fund
birth control. No abortions are paid for
with government dollars, so it can’t be
about abortion. It has to be about provid-
ing money so that women can actually
control their reproductive choices and
start a family when it is the right time for
them.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender and
State Senator Loretta Weinberg led a
valiant attempt to override the Governor’s
veto. Assemblywoman Stender pointed
out in her remarks at a press conference
that this is not about the money. When the
Governor needed to pass his budget, he
found the money to retain the Blue Laws
in Bergen County, for example. No, this
is about the Governor’s ideology.

But even more important, it’s about the
Governor’s ability to strong arm and brow-
beat everyone in his way until he gets
what he wants. The Democratic leader-
ship needs to figure out a way to fight
harder. There’s too much at stake. We’ve
already seen cuts to quality healthcare,
education, services for the disabled, and
town services, like police and fire.
Westfield had to make the difficult deci-
sion to cut crossing guards who ensure
our children’s safety on the way to school.

Seven months into his term, the Gover-
nor has shown that he is true to his mis-
sion at all costs. The rest of us have to
figure out how to control the collateral
damage.

Ann Cary
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Ann Cary is an elected
official who serves as vice-president of
the Westfield Board of Education.

Constituent Says Congressional Aid
Should Be Fired for Attacking Him

On August 9, I attended a forum open
to the public at Montclair’s Municipal
Building hosted by my congressional
district’s representative, Bill Pascrell, Jr.
At the forum, I was physically attacked
by Pascrell field representative Ann Mega.
(According to The Montclair Times, Mega
had physically attacked another of
Pascrell’s peaceful constituents only 10
to 15 minutes earlier: “When [this other
constituent] ventured into the chambers,
Mega put her hands on him and pushed
him out of the room, an action witnessed
by a Times reporter.”) Pascrell saw what

was happening to me, and rather than do
the right thing by coming to my defense,
yelled at me “You don’t talk that way to
a lady!” after I insisted that she get her
hands off of me.

Ann Mega’s thuggishness is disgrace-
ful, and she deserves to be fired. As for
Pascrell, he should be deeply ashamed of
himself for coming to the defense of a
thug, rather than helping a peaceful con-
stituent being physically attacked by one
of his employees.

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tampoon – A plug, such as in barrels
2. Hylobates – A genus of apes includ-

ing the gibbons
3. Infibulation – Clasping with a buckle

or padlock
4. Aurigal – Pertaining to a chariot or

carriage

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SUG
1. A heavy barge used for freight
2. An unidentified parasite on trout
3. Gout in the hand
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
CHOLOLITH

1. A gallstone
2. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
3. A battle ax or mace
4. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
HULVER

1. Fuss or complain
2. An evergreen shrub or tree
3. To cast aside; throw out
4. The male falcon

PRECES
1. Short responsive prayers in church

worship
2. The row of thread ends left on a loom

when the web is cut off
3. Spiders
4. Division into groups

See more letters on pages 5, 13

GOLEADER.COM/

ORGANIZATIONS


