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Lance: Congress’s Policies
Hurting Small Businesses

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Standing with the
owners of The Robert Treat Delica-
tessen in Westfield last Thursday, Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) said it was
important for the federal government
to “promote small-business commu-
nities across America.”

With the nation in the grips of the
worst economic climate since the
Great Depression, and with New
Jersey’s unemployment rate mirror-
ing that of the 9.5-percent national
average, the congressman said, “little
has been done in Washington regard-
ing small businesses, and I think the
policies of this Congress are hurting
small businesses.

He said “higher taxes, unchecked
spending and a new health-care man-
date” are continuing “to put a drag on
small businesses across the nation,”
including stifling the creation of jobs.

Mr. Lance said he and several other
Republicans have sponsored the
Small Business Assistance and Re-
lief Act, which would extend Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s tax cuts, so
small business have more money to
hire workers, buy new equipment and
expand their companies.

Jack Kasich – co-owner of the deli-
catessen along with his brother, Greg
– said the deli has been in business
since 1932. The family, only the sec-
ond owners of the business, have run
the Quimby Street business since 1978.

“We went through different reces-
sions, dips, ups, downs. But this is the
worst one (recession). It’s the longest
and the one that really affected us the
most,” Mr. Kasich said. He said his
business traditionally relies on a good
last quarter to help offset the “lean first
quarter of the next year.” He said most
small businesses have gone through
their cash reserves and now are depen-
dent on sales revenue alone to survive.

Saying he is not a proponent of
government bailouts, Mr. Kasich said,
“There are certain things that are
taxing us out of business.” He said his
business used to offer health insur-
ance for its full-time workers but can
no longer afford to offer this benefit.
“This was a decision we made to
keep the business viable… If they
(Congress) pass a law saying I have

to provide health insurance for all my
employees, I will be out of business.”

Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, which manages the town’s spe-
cial improvement district, said while
chain stores represent 51 percent of
retail square footage in the down-
town, 49 percent of the town’s down-
town businesses are independently-
owned.

“What I think makes a downtown
very special, whether it’s indepen-
dents or nationals, is the level of
service that you receive in a down-
town environment,” she said, noting
that businesses in Westfield will hold
merchandise, such as a new product
line sought by a customer, and bring
merchandise to customers’ vehicles.
“In the end, it’s really about provid-
ing the produce or service that they
(customers) want, and that will bring
them back.”

“This was a downtown of all inde-
pendent businesses in 1978,” Mr.
Kasich explained. “Now, we have all
major chain stores, and they bring a
lot of traffic to this town, and it’s
good for the town, but I wouldn’t
want see it be all major chains.”

In response to a reporter’s question
about small-business lending, the con-
gressman, a member of the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee, said he
believes banks are not lending cur-
rently “because they are fearful of over-
regulation from the federal govern-
ment.” Mr. Lance said the jobs bill he
has co-sponsored includes “start-up
deductions and reducing regulatory
burdens” to assist small businesses.

The GOP plan calls for repeal of
the “onerous health-care provisions
of the health-care law and replace it
with common-sense solutions like
allowing insurance to be sold across
state lines and allowing small busi-
nesses to pool together” to purchase
health-insurance groups plans.

Mr. Lance said he opposes the es-
tablishment of a European-style Value
Added Tax, saying it would be “dev-
astating for business in America, par-
ticularly small businesses.”

He said if Republicans regain con-
trol of Congress in November, the
party would focus on “getting the
economy moving again.”
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PSE&G Installing Solar
Panels In WF, GW, FW

AREA — As part of its Solar 4 All
program, PSE&G is installing
200,000 pole-attached solar energy
units in New Jersey’s six largest cit-
ies and in approximately 300 rural
and suburban communities.

Starting in late August, PSE&G
contractors, Riggs Distler and Com-
pany, will be installing 240 panels in
Clark, 180 panels in Fanwood, 25
panels in Garwood, 470 in Linden
and 180 in Westfield. The units will
be placed on utility poles and street
lights along main streets near area
businesses and in residential neigh-
borhoods. When the project is com-
plete, these five municipalities will
be part of the largest pole-attached
solar installation in the world.

“The solar panels bring the benefit of
clean, renewable energy to all our cus-
tomers, and the electricity generated
from them helps us combat climate
change,” said Al Matos, vice-president
for renewables and energy solutions
for PSE&G. “The units are being in-
stalled in a safe, reliable manner con-
sistent with our normal practices.”

PSE&G received regulatory ap-
proval in July 2009 from the New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities to

invest $515 million in solar projects.
In addition to the 40-megawatt pole-
attached segment, a second segment
will provide centralized solar, with
PSE&G developing solar gardens and
roof-top installations on facilities it
owns and also at third-party-owned
sites. The utility expects to complete
the installations by the end of 2013.

“This new initiative will effectively
double the size of New Jersey’s in-
stalled solar capacity,” said Ralph
LaRossa, president and chief operating
officer of PSE&G. “That is more solar
capacity than exists in any state other
than California. This latest program is
an important step in PSE&G’s com-
mitment to promote energy efficiency,
develop renewables, reduce greenhouse
gases and create new green jobs.”

The electricity generated by the
units will be connected directly into
PSE&G’s electric distribution sys-
tem. The utility will receive federal
tax credits and solar renewable en-
ergy credits (SRECs) for this renew-
able generation. The benefits will be
returned to all ratepayers.

For more information about Solar
4 All, including photos, visit
pseg.com/solar4all.

Feds Grant N.J. $1 Million to Help
Crack Down on Premium Hikes

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Health and
Human Services Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius Monday announced the
award of $1 million to New Jersey to
help crack down on health insurance
premium increases. New Jersey will
use this funding to improve the over-
sight of health-insurance-premium in-
creases, take action against insurers
seeking unreasonable rate hikes and
help New Jerseyans receive value for
their premium dollars.

“The Affordable Care Act puts in
place critical market reforms to im-
prove quality and reduce the cost of
health care for employers and indi-
viduals. Increased competition, lower
insurance overhead and better risk
pooling in health insurance exchanges
in 2014 are expected to reduce pre-
miums in the individual market by
anywhere from 14 to 20 percent, ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget
Office,” Ms. Sebelius said.

The secretary said the Affordable
Care Act provides states with $250
million in Health Insurance Premium
Review grants over five years “to
help create a more level playing field”
by improving how states review pro-
posed health insurance premium in-
creases and holding insurance com-
panies accountable for unjustified
premium increases. Applications for
the first round of Health Insurance
Premium Review grants were made
available on June 7.

The grants build on the Obama
Administration’s work with states to
implement the Affordable Care Act.
Earlier this year, Secretary Sebelius
called on certain insurance compa-
nies to justify large premium increases
and encouraged state and local offi-
cials to obtain stronger health insur-
ance premium review authorities un-
der state laws. This, she said, in-
creased scrutiny by the administra-
tion and by several states has led to

the withdrawal or reduction of sev-
eral proposed health insurance pre-
mium increases that, in some cases,
turned out to be based on faulty as-
sumptions and data.

Currently in New Jersey, individual
and small group health insurance pre-
miums are reviewed by a credentialed
actuary. New Jersey will contract with
an actuarial firm for a comprehensive
study and suggested redesign of the
health insurance premium filing and
review process to include standard-
ization of formats, electronic filing,
analytical tests, economic analysis and
potentially other analyses.

The grant will also increase staff
dedicated to health insurance pre-
mium review, allowing for in-depth
review, systems improvements and
establishing analytical tests and eco-
nomic analysis. The grant will enable
New Jersey to establish a website
populated with rate filing informa-
tion and to consult with Rutgers Uni-
versity on how best to provide infor-
mation to the public and obtain mean-
ingful consumer input.

The grants are one element of a
broad effort under the Affordable Care
Act to reduce insurance premium in-
creases proposed by some insurers.

In 2011, the Affordable Care Act
allows the Health and Human Ser-
vices secretary to review justifications
for unreasonable increases in premi-
ums and make them public, the same
year insurers will be required to spend
at least 80 percent of premium dollars
on medical care services and quality-
improvement activities and limit their
spending on overhead, marketing,
chief executive officer salaries, and
profits. In 2014, the Affordable Care
Act empowers states to exclude health
plans that show a pattern of “excessive
or unjustified premium increases from
the new health insurance exchanges,”
according to the secretary.

Christie Signs Legislation to Eliminate
Demeaning Terms From State Laws

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has signed legislation that
removes outdated terminology that
refers to persons with developmental
disabilities from all New Jersey stat-
utes and regulations. The bill, S-1982,
eliminates references such as “mental
retardation,” “mentally retarded” and
“feeble-minded,” replacing the terms
with “intellectual disability” or “de-
velopmental disability.” All future leg-
islation will encompass these changes.

“We live in the 21st Century, and
our laws must reflect that distinc-
tion,” Governor Christie said. “Those
with intellectual disabilities are an
important part of the fabric of New
Jersey. Using antiquated, degrading
terms to describe individuals with
disabilities is an affront to the integ-
rity of the person and their family,
and below our common decency as a
people. I am proud to move the lan-
guage of New Jersey’s laws and regu-
lations beyond such terminology.”

The legislation also updates and
replaces references in Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes to “mentally re-

tarded” and “mental retardation” with
the terms “developmentally disabled”
and “developmental disability.” These
changes also reflect the fact that the
Department of Human Services serves
all persons with developmental dis-
abilities. Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (LD-3, West Deptford),
sponsor of the bill, said the legislation
replaces “demeaning, hurtful and an-
tiquated terms for individuals with
developmental disabilities to recog-
nize that people are not defined by
their disability, but by the character
and strength they exhibit.”

Gov. Christie To Be in
Union Cty. August 31
SUMMIT – On Tuesday, August

31, the Union County Republican
Committee will host a reception hon-
oring New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie at the Grand Summit Hotel,
570 Springfield Avenue in Summit
from 6 to 8 p.m.

For ticket information, please call
(908) 789-0200.

Cranford Votes to Participate
In County’s Solar Program
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The township
council passed a resolution on Tues-
day for the town to participate in the
Union County Improvement
Authority’s (UCIA) Renewal Energy
Initiative.

After meeting with Ryan Scerbo,
an attorney from DeCotis, FitzPatrick
& Cole representing the UCIA on
Monday evening, the council agreed
to adopt the initial phase of the project.

According to Mr. Scerbo, the solar
power initiative for Cranford would
consist of installing solar panels on
the roof of the library and community
center. Because these roofs are less
than 10 years old, they meet the crite-
ria for solar panel installation.

According to Mayor Mark Smith,
Mr. Scerbo reported that moving
ahead with the UCIA’s project would
be “at no risk to the community.” The
mayor noted that, according to Mr.
Scerbo’s report, the cost for install-
ing the panels would be paid for by
the solar developers. He also said the
project would allow for the reduction
of greenhouse gasses and help move
the township ahead for future eco-
nomic development. He noted “we
have wanted to get involved with this
for many years, but did not have the
funding.” He also stated that many
residents have spoken out in favor of
the project.

Cranford Commissioner Daniel
Aschenbach said he and other mem-
bers of the library board were “excited
about the project” and had unanimously
endorsed the project, saying there was
no risk to the community.

“It’s a great project, especially if
you believe carbon is a problem in the
atmosphere,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Last month Library Director John
Malar reported that members of UCIA
had been at the library to access whether
the building would be a good candidate
for the solar project and that UCIA
representatives said the building met
all the specifications for the project.

The UCIA’s project will provide
solar panels to buildings across Union
County. According to the UCIA, the
goal of the project is to provide solar
power to public buildings by asking
private companies to install and op-
erate the panels.

In other business, Township Ad-
ministrator Marlena Schmid an-
nounced the furlough schedule until
the end of the year for the Recreation

and Parks Department, court employ-
ees, swimming pool utility employ-
ees, Conservation Center and the
Department of Public Works.

In a press release written August
12 to township residents Ms. Schmid
noted that the furlough was an effort
to “control the municipal tax bill.”
She noted that “furloughing town-
ship employees was a last resort, but
necessary because of tough economic
times. Furlough time will be unpaid
and a decrease in salary.”

It was noted that township public
safety departments, such as the po-
lice, fire and Emergency Medical
Services, are exempt from the fur-
lough days and will be on duty. It was
also reported that the public library
was exempt from the mandate.

The mayor announced that the
schedule was made to “have the least
negative impact to our residents and
that all Cranford Swim Pools will
remain open until the end of the sum-
mer season.” Municipal court employ-
ees will be furloughed on Fridays as
“to not interrupt the court schedule.”

Township employee mandated fur-
lough days are reported as August 23,
September 7, September 20, October
4, October 18, November 15 and
November 29. The Recreation and
Parks Department will be closed on
August 23, September 7 and 20,, Oc-
tober 5 and 20, November 18 and
December 3.. Court employee fur-
lough days will be August 27, Sep-
tember 10 and 24, October 8 and 22,
November 19 and December 3. The
swimming pool dates will be Sep-
tember 24, October 8 and 22, No-
vember 5 and 19, and December 3
and 7. The DPW furlough date will
be held on September 7.

The Conservation Center will be
closed due to furlough days on Au-
gust 25, September 8 and 22, October
6 and 20, and November 3 and 17.

Ms. Schmid stated that this sched-
ule of furlough days was listed on TV
35 as well as the town’s website.

Last month the mayor said the fur-
loughs were necessary because, “this
budget was one of the most difficult
budgets to formulate in over 25 years
due to a $745,000 loss in state aid, and
other declining revenues.”

He also said the township also
had budgetary problems because of
increases in pension contributions
as well as an increase in salaries
due to collective bargaining agree-
ments.


