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Courtesy of Robert Cozzolina
NATURE’S LOOK...Bob Cozzolina of Westfield adds to his nature portfolio with
this hawk photograph, taken at Roselle Golf Club last weekend. For more, please
see goleader.com/photos.

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

Scraping – Sanding – Repairs

Refinishing – Deck Care

Staining – Installation

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

201-955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

  www.themathtutors.com 
 

High School Math 
SAT & AP Prep 
College Math  

The Math Tutors 
100 Quimby St.  

 Westfield  
908-603-7236  
Private Tutoring 

Also: Group Review 
Sessions Forming Now 

world.”
“I am not saying we shouldn’t own

a hospital, but [maybe] we could sell
it and take some of the risk away from
the government of running a business
like that. If we could get a good price
for it, why not consider it?” she ques-
tioned.

The candidate said she is concerned
that rather than having towns absorb
county operations, the county itself
might takeover municipalities, as gov-
ernments are forced to merge to save
money. “I don’t want to see the county
imposed on us,” she said.

On the issue of discussions for
extending the Covanta Energy’s lease
of the county’s garbage incinerator in
Rahway, known as the resource re-
covery facility, Ms. Dickson said
Summit has a long-term contract with
the Union County Utilities Authority
for some $60 per ton, which is paid
through the city’s property taxes. The
city’s department of public works
collects municipal waste in the city,
unlike towns such as  Westfield, which
do not have UCUA contracts. In those
towns, residents are billed by inde-
pendent haulers at a rate of $95 per
ton for waste disposal at the county
burner.

“We should talk about this (elec-
tricity generated from burning gar-
bage) more maybe  than focusing on
solar panels,” Ms. Dickson said, a
reference to the Union County Im-
provement Authority’s (UCIA) re-
newable energy program whereby
solar and wind devices would be in-
stalled on the roofs of government
buildings in towns that opt to partici-
pate in the program. “There are a lot

of ways to generate energy.”
She does question, however, ex-

tending the incinerator’s lease through
2045. The UCIA is looking to amend
its 14 municipal contracts to reflect
this extension in addition to sharing
revenues produced by the facility.

Mr. Flanagan said she feels the
county freeholders have become
“tone deaf” to the difficulty residents
and businesses are having due to  high
taxes.

“All of Union County is suffer-
ing because of this significant tax
burden,” Mr. Flanagan said, noting
that he, Ms. Dickson and Rahway
candidate Elyse Bochicchio
Medved (who was unavailable for
Monday’s interview) are not look-
ing for additional county funds for
their towns.

“We are looking for the entire pie
to shrink,” Mr. Flanagan said.

Area EMTs in Training Take
Part in Mock Mass Casualty

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Before graduating and
preparing to take the state exam, trainees
in Less Stress Instructional Services’
EMT-Basic Training course put their in-
struction into action, last Sunday, during
a mock MCI (Mass-Casualty Incident)
held at the Westfield Rescue Squad build-
ing.

The goal of the exercise was to in-
crease future responders’ readiness to
respond, triage, treat and transport pa-
tients after a multiple-patient or mass-
casualty incident.

“We put everything learned into one
scenario,” lead instructor Melissa
Padulsky told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “If they pass all their
coursework and take part in the MCI,
Less Stress says they are approved for
taking the state exam.”

Before the MCI occurred, instructor
Marcelo Adinolfi offered instructions to
the crew. The number-one goal, of course,
was safety, followed by having fun.

After that, he told trainees to “commu-
nicate with each other, coordinate and
watch your backs. Once you hurt your
back [in this field], you’re done.”

He also admitted that the exercise
would not be easy – for anyone, no matter
the level of training.

“I guarantee you,” he said, “that the
instructors would be just as bad with this
type of an exercise. For most of you, it’s
your first time, so do what you think is
right.”

What followed resembled mass-chaos
theatre. Volunteers and family members
of trainees adorned their bodies with fake
blood and masks; some sported bandaged
“head wounds;” others were “contami-
nated” or wheelchair-bound. Even small
children got into the act, fake blood and
all, and appeared immobilized and in
need of help.

Both Westfield and Fanwood Rescue
Squads volunteered the use of one emer-
gency vehicle each, and trainees had to
practice what it is like, when time is of the
essence, to stabilize an individual and
then move them safely aboard a squad
vehicle.

Despite the chaos outside, before the
event, trainees were jovial, knowing that
this would be the last time they would
share together as a group. All EMT train-
ees underwent 110 hours of classroom
time and must complete 10 hours of hos-
pital-observation time.

Ms. Padulsky encourages those who
take the class to “give back.”

“It’s difficult. There’s a lack of time,
and funding is tight,” she said. “Roughly
$4 million was removed from the state
EMT training fund, and the [required]
elective courses are no longer covered
[by the state fund].” However, she said
she “appeals” to the course takers that
“this could be your family, your neighbor
[who will need emergency assistance one
day]. “It’s a sense of community.”

Lucy Fromtling lives in Westfield and
said the rescue-squad building is her new
home away from home.

She currently rides for the Westfield
squad as a probationary member. She is
allowed to put anything she has learned
into practice while working for the squad.
For now, she is under the supervision of
two full-time members.

Lucy and others are hoping to move up
to EMTs in training (under supervision)
and then full-time members. Before that
occurs, she said members have to pass a
driving test, dispatching exam, rig test and
take part in at least 50 emergency calls.

All of her efforts are purely selfless; if
she stays with the Westfield Rescue
Squad, she will do so as a complete vol-
unteer.

“A lot of people think we’re paid;
nope, we’re volunteer,” she said. “People
are shocked when they hear that, but we
love it. We live here.”

Jimmy Garman, a member of the Scotch
Plains volunteer fire department/ rescue
squad for the past six years, is a member
of the EMT course as well, hoping to
further his training.

“People ask me all the time if I’m
crazy, and I say, ‘Yes,’” he said. “What
normal person would run into a burning

building [and do so as an unpaid volun-
teer].”

Those who choose to work for paid
squads in New Jersey cities could make
as much as $18 an hour, while those
working in smaller municipalities might
earn $10 to $15 an hour.

Dante Sandia, 18, is one of the young-
est EMTs in training (there are members
as young as 16 – the minimum age –
taking the course). He travels from Kearny
to Westfield for classes and wants to ride
for Jersey City like his friend, Juan.

Unbeknownst to many are the risks
taken by those performing emergency-
medical services, including Juan, a
firefighter, police officer and EMT in
Jersey City. Shootings and stabbings can
be common in places like Plainfield,
Newark and Jersey City, and many EMS
workers are issued bulletproof vests.

Dante recounted a story in which Juan
responded to a scene and tried to help a
fallen victim. Thankfully, Dante said,
Juan was wearing double-layered pants
because the victim, while receiving treat-
ment, took out a switchblade and at-
tempted to cut Juan’s legs in a semicir-
cular motion, along both of his thigh
muscles.

“If the guy hits the femoral artery, he
could have died,” Dante said.

Still, knowing full well the dangers of
the job, Dante said he is ready once he
completes his training. “I like the risk. I
want to save lives,” he said.

Joseph Gesumaria, who turns 25 next
month, served as an incident commander
on Sunday during the exercise. He deemed
the day “hectic” – as written exams were
also taking place before and after the
MCI – and said the exercise “simulates
mass chaos.”

Mr. Gesumaria is currently a Rahway
police dispatcher, hoping to work for
both paid and volunteer squads in the
future.

“On the phone [as a dispatcher], you
can’t help...I want to help,” he said.

Instructor Forrest Robleto summed up
the day, saying, “It’s always a learning
experience.”

“Our hope is that if they come across a
situation such as this, they know what to do
because it can be overwhelming,” he said.

For more information, please see
lessstress.com.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUR KIDS…Westfield Police Officer Gary Moore talks with the kids at the
Neighborhood Council in Westfield about cyber bullying with the use of comput-
ers and cell phones. The Neighborhood Council runs programs for area kids and
seniors throughout the year. To help or donate, see www.mywnc.org.
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Hydrant fees would decrease by 2.95
percent in Mountainside,” Mr. Barnes
stated in a follow-up e-mail. “Hy-
drant fees in New Jersey American
Water’s systems vary. Over time, we
are bringing all of those fees in line
with each other, which is why
Mountainside could see a decrease if
our request is approved.”

Per the June bill, Cranford’s fire
hydrant water cost was $26,844, an
average monthly cost throughout the
year, according to the town’s finance
department. Also in June, the water
for the municipal building was
$1,932; the library was $112, and the
pool was $3,150.

Cranford Mayor Mark Smith said
he was not aware of any water-com-
pany improvements in Cranford.
“That’s an outrageous charge if it’s
going up 15 to 22 percent. I would
need to see justification for it. It’s an
extremely large number every single
month. I would be opposed.”

“It’s troubling in these economic
circumstances,” he continued.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said a rate hike of up to 22 percent is
“unheard of at this time.”

“It’s absurd,” she continued. “I hope
the BPU turns it down.”

NJAWC expects a decision from
BPU within the next few months, Mr.
Barnes said. A public hearing was
held Wednesday evening at the
Westfield Memorial Library.
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During its regular meeting, the
council passed an ordinance to allow
the township’s building department
to charge a $50 administrative fee to
property owners who have outstand-
ing permits needing to be closed out.
These so-called open permits result
when a homeowner fails to secure a
final inspection for construction,
plumbing or electrical work that was
done via a township-issued permit.

During earlier discussions, Mr.
LaCosta told the council that one
way to remove these open permits
from his department’s files would be
during a smoke detector inspection.
When such an inspection is requested,
if that property is found to have an
open permit, the homeowner would
then be charged a fee to have the
permit cleared.

Also included in the same ordi-
nance revision is a provision calling
for a $35 fee for a change of contrac-
tor, meaning that the fee would be
levied when a homeowner or other
property owner changes contractors
during the period of an open permit
and the building department has to
adjust its records to identify the
change of contractor.

A second ordinance passed on
Tuesday sets out permitted uses of
upper floors in commercial build-
ings, and allows apartments and of-
fices to be located on second and
third floors, but not mixed together
on the same floor. A third ordinance
– calling for all parks and ballfields to
be open from 8 a.m. until dusk and
lighted facilities, such as the southside
soccer field, to have their lights turned
off no later than 10 p.m. – was tabled
after Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti,
at the council’s earlier conference
meeting, proposed rolling back the
closing time to 9:30 p.m., saying pri-
vately-owned lighted fields, such as
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools, extinguish their lights
at 9:30 p.m.

Mayor Nancy Malool proposed a
9:45 p.m. compromise, and then re-
quested that a formal vote be put off
so the township’s recreation com-
mission could be consulted on the
possible change.

In other business, at its regular
meeting, the council approved the
$43,992 purchase of two motor ve-
hicles for the police department and
approved a special use permit allow-
ing the Best Friend Dog and Animal
Adoption store on East Second Street
to place several for-sale items on the
sidewalk outside its doors.

Late last month, an air compressor
failed at the Bartle Avenue Library,
causing temperatures inside the fa-
cility to exceed 90 degrees. The coun-
cil on Tuesday approved payment of

the $8,000 in emergency repairs to
the building’s air conditioning sys-
tem done by Meyer and Depew Co.

Township Manager Chris Marion
said the township’s road-improve-
ment program began at the start of the
month, with Stoney Brook Circle and
Tanglewood Lane having been com-
pleted. Another 10 streets are slated
for repair in the next several weeks.
He also said the state-funded im-
provements to a section of Jerusalem
Road were completed on Monday
and that a county-backed project to
repave a section of Martine Avenue
from King Street to Raritan Road
would likely be completed late this
week or early next week.

litical affiliation with Planned Par-
enthood. He said it was not the job of
local government to talk about these
issues and that the council’s resolu-
tion supporting  Mrs. Stender’s legis-
lation was “misleading.”

“Although I applaud the sentiment
on this council, I feel this bill is just
about politics. This is really about tax
money,” Mr. Manduca said.

The council presented an award to
their Volunteer of the Month, Ed
Groskinsky, for his work with the
Fanwood Historic Preservation Com-
mission. According to Mayor Mahr,
Mr. Groskinsky put together most of
the material for the historical book on
Fanwood and started the first floor
museum in the train station seven
years ago. “He is a shining star and
knows everything about Fanwood,”
Mayor Mahr added.

John Celarno, chairman of the His-
toric Preservation Committee, added
that Mr. Groskinsky gives walking
tours of the museum and that “his
hard work is never taken for granted.
He has made a mark on this town.”

Accepting the award, which featured
a sketch of the historic train station, Mr.
Groskinsky stated, “Thank you; I’ve
been in Fanwood for over 50 years and
have thoroughly enjoyed it.”

Joseph Nagy presented the council
with a framed flyer from  All Saints
Episcopal Church that was advertis-
ing a Fanwood Fair held in 1926. It
advertised dinner for 75 cents and
dancing from 9 p.m. until midnight
for 50 cents, also featured a 40-piece
Elks Band from Plainfield.

Mr. Nagy noted that in 1926 School
No. 4 was built for $87,000. Today,
this building houses Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital.

Mr. Parenti then noted that this
year’s Fanny Wood  Day will be held
on Sunday, September 26.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood

Reading Is Good

for You

goleader.com/

subscribe

Courtesy of Chris and Tim Boyle
J-E-T-S, JETS, JETS, JETS!...An aerial view of the New York Jets training
facility at Florham Park is pictured last Wednesday as viewed from a New Jersey
National Guard helicopter departing from the Morristown airport.


