
PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5,13
Community ... 7, 14

Obituary ........ 6
Education ...... 7,15
Sports ............ 9-13

Real Estate .... 9-13
Classifieds .... 13
A&E .............. 15-16

Police Blotter...6

SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 51st YEAR – ISSUE NO. 33-2010 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, August 19, 2010

Serving the community since 1959

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

FW Council OKs Stender’s
Drive for N.J. Family Funds
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GOP County Candidates Say
Taxes Must Be Lowered

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD –  Republican can-
didates for the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders Ellen Dickson
of Summit and Brian Flanagan of
New Providence are focused on taxes
as their  top campaign issue.

During an interview Monday with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the candidates said the county has not
followed the state and municipalities
in reducing costs due to declining
revenues.

Mr. Flanagan said 15 to 25 percent
of property taxes collected, depend-
ing on the municipality, are sent to
support county government.

“We are hopeful that people will
begin to focus on that,” Mr. Flanagan
said. “That’s why we believe this
race could be very different from
prior races,” alluding to the fact Re-
publicans have not held a seat on the
Union County board since 1997.

Ms. Dickson said county tax hikes
in Summit are “well in excess in the
last couple of years of what we (the
city) have increased our taxes by.”

She also said a review needs to
determine the proper role of county
government. The candidate said while
county government might be neces-
sary in South Jersey, “maybe in Union
County, we don’t need county gov-
ernment.”

“We can all take care of the parks in
our own towns if we had the money to
do it. But the way things are struc-
tured now we’re being squeezed to
the point where we don’t have the
money. We have too many layers of
government,” Ms. Dickson said.

Heading the initiatives the candi-
dates are pushing as part of their
campaign is a two-year freeze on the
collection of taxes for the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund. The county col-

lects over $11.3 million for the fund,
which was established through a voter
referendum some 10 years ago. The
funds can be used by the county to
purchase land for open space, pre-
serve historically significant build-
ings and make capital improvements
to parks and recreation facilities.

“What is so terrible about suspend-
ing it for two years?” Ms. Dickson
questioned. “Was it supposed to go
on forever?” noting that federal tax
rates may increase in January “for
many of our residents.”

“We already live in the highest-
taxed state and second-highest-taxed
county,” she said, noting that Summit
pays the highest county tax. “(County)
residents need a break. And, at some
point, I believe it (high taxes) will
begin to hurt our property values.”
She said any savings for freezing the
open space program would go back
to residents as property tax savings.

The candidates said the county’s
core functions should be in areas
such as the county college system,
sheriff’s department, prosecutor’s
office, county jail, and roads depart-
ment. But Mr. Flanagan questioned
the county’s involvement in the “mu-
sic and entertainment business
(MusicFest and Summer Arts Festi-
val),” and “the theater business (Union
County Arts Center in Rahway)” as
well as the Watchung Stables.

“Some of these things people like,
but you have to question where the
core-government function is in this
kind of an economy,” Mr. Flanagan
said. “When you are facing a fiscal
crisis in a family, you don’t go to the
movies…you have to be able to live
within your means.”

Ms. Dickson questioned whether
the county should continue to own
Runnells Specialized Hospital in the
current “precarious health-care
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American Water Company Proposes
A Rate Hike of 15 to 22 Percent

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – New Jersey American
Water Company (NJAWC) has pro-
posed raising water rates 13.6 per-
cent overall this year to pay for infra-
structure improvements and increased
operating expenses.

This new proposed increase would
hit Fanwood with a 15 percent hike in
the fire suppression systems and a 22
percent rate increase for residents.

Should the state’s Board of Utili-
ties (BPU) approve the increase, the
yearly water usage cost in Westfield
of $16,000 would increase 19.5 per-

cent — the same bump for resident
usage costs. The town’s fixed service
charge would go up 21.1 percent.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
called that possibility “appalling.”

“When we’re facing a 2 percent
hard cap (on tax levy increases next
year)…for them to raise rates 15 per-
cent, I don’t understand,” he said.

New Jersey American Water Com-
pany External Affairs Officer Rich-
ard Barnes said that the utility filed
with the BPU for an average water
usage rate increase of $7.10 month
per user in April 2010. The rate in-
crease would be to “recover the money

we already invested in the system
over the last couple of years,” he said.
He said NJAWC has spent $251 mil-
lion since early 2008 on capital im-
provements, such as aging water
mains and upgrading its water treat-
ment facilities, storage tanks, wells
and pumping stations to improve
water quality, service reliability and
fire protection.

“We have a cleaning and lining project
for $2.7 million that we recently com-
pleted in Westfield. We’ve also replaced
valves on our mains in Mountainside
(on New Providence Road) at cost of
$300,000 and we replaced and are re-
placing valves in Fanwood at a cost of
more than $400,000,” Mr. Barnes said in
an e-mail.

In December 2008, the BPU ap-
proved NJAWC’s overall rate increase
of 15.2 percent, or $4.71 per month
on the average residential water bill,
to pay for $325 million in infrastruc-
ture upgrades, according to a NJAWC
press release.

“In 2008, they raised it double dig-
its and now two years later they want
to raise it by double digits,” Mayor
Skibitsky said. “I hope the BPU tells
them to find it (the money) else-
where.”

Mayor Skibitsky has reached out
to state representatives to make them
aware of his objection to the pro-
posed rate increase.

The Westfield Memorial Pool is
fully funded by the resident pool fees
and is not part of the town’s yearly
usage cost. Also, the town is charged
approximately $500,000 a year for
fire hydrant maintenance, which
NJAWC has said will not be increased.
For municipalities, this is the biggest
cost concern.

“As for fire hydrant fees, they will
not increase in Westfield, Garwood,
Cranford, Fanwood or in Scotch
Plains as proposed in our rate filing.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIFE-SAVING TRAINING...Before graduating and preparing to take the state exam, trainees in Less Stress Instructional
Services’ EMT-Basic Training course put their instruction into action, last Sunday, during a mock MCI (Mass-Casualty
Incident) held at the Westfield Rescue Squad building. Above, trainees load a “victim” onto a Fanwood Rescue Squad
vehicle, which was loaned to the training company. See story on page 8.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREEHOLDER CHALLENGE...Summit Councilwoman Ellen Dickson and
attorney Brian Flanagan of New Providence discuss their views with editor Paul
Peyton, right, at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office. They spoke of how
Union County government should be run, along with their intent of breaking the
dominance of one-party rule in the county. Mrs. Dickson and Mr. Flanagan are
Republican candidates for freeholder in the November election. Their running
mate, Elyse Bochicchio Medved of Rahway, was unable to attend the interview.
Three seats in the nine-member Freeholder board are up for election.

Courtesy of Sal Trifiro
LOOKING FOR RAIN...Children add their special touch by painting rain
barrels at the Scotch Plains Day Camp sponsored by the Environmental Commis-
sion.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil voted at its August 10 council
meeting to support state legislation
to re-establish the $7.5 million in
funding to women’s health and fam-
ily planning services that was cut by
Governor Chris Christie from the state
budget the spring.

The bill, supported by Asm. Jerry
Green of Plainfield and Asw. Linda
Stender of Fanwood, is asking for
$7.5 milion to go towards Women’s
Health and Family Planning Services
to be paid for by reducing the 2011
appropriation for state employees pre-
scription drug program.

According to Mrs. Stender, who
spoke at the meeting, the funding
would come from over funding by
the Christie administration of the pre-
scription drug program. She said there
was a 6-percent difference in the
amount that the state funded for pre-
scription drugs and what was actu-
ally needed. This, she said, would be
enough to re-instate the program.

Mrs. Stender said funding has been
providing healthcare for women and
families in the area for many years
and provides mammograms, cancer
screenings and pre-natal care for those
who need it. She said 58 agencies
that provide such care, including
Planned Parenthood in Plainfield, are
at risk of shutting down. She stated
that if this happens, it would be the
first time in 30 years that these facili-
ties would not be accessible to resi-
dents.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said she was
in favor of the legislation because it
was “budget-neutral” and to support
those in Fanwood that are in need of
such services. The mayor said the
League of Women Voters, which is
not affiliated with any particular po-
litical party, supports the legislation.

Councilman Robert Manduca, who
was the only council member to vote
against the resolution, stated that he
thought the funding was more of an
abortion issue and that he felt the bill
was more about Mrs. Stender’s po-

Courtesy of Tim and Chris Boyle
I SPY...Tim and Chris Boyle of Westfield peer out of an Army helicopter door
with a view of the Hudson River en route to observe the New Jersey National
Guard training just north of West Point last week.
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SP Council Considers Regulating
LED Signs Such as at High School

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council and members of the town-
ship planning board discussed sev-
eral ordinances that the board is pro-
posing, including ones dealing with
required garages on new homes, se-
curity fencing for utility facilities and
lighted message signs.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing, board chairwoman Paulette
Coronato, vice-chairman Mike
Michalisin and Zoning Officer Rob-
ert LaCosta briefed the council on the

proposed ordinances, all of which
will be discussed further by the gov-
erning body in the coming months.

The first would amend an existing
ordinance and allow homeowners
with two-car garages to convert half
of that garage space to living space.
Mr. LaCosta explained that there are
situations where a homeowner wants
to expand the amount of living space
to accommodate a growing family or
an elderly family member, but can
not afford to have an addition added
to their house. In recent years, there
have been several such applications
before the local land-use boards to
convert portions of garage space into
bedrooms or specially-equipped bath-
rooms.

A second proposed ordinance
change would allow utilities to erect
protective fencing around their fa-
cilities in an effort to beef up security.

The most extensive discussion was
about the third proposed ordinance,
one that would allow so-called LED
signs in certain circumstances, pri-
marily for commercial use. Mr.
Michalisinsaid he felt these types of
lighted signs, similar to the newly
placed one in front of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, “will
become more prevalent in the future”
and that it would be useful to have
some statutory guidance on how they
can be operated.

Mrs. Coronato said the planning
board “wanted to establish standards”
so that a sign like the one at the high
school, which many in attendance at
Tuesday’s meeting seemed to feel
was a detriment, would not be al-
lowed. There have been criticisms
aired about the high school sign,
which features a lighted scrolling
message, with some saying the sign
presents a traffic safety issue since
motorists trying to read the moving
message are distracted from safely
operating their vehicles.

Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti
said he would have liked to have
received input from the police de-
partment on the proposed ordinance,
calling the LED signs a “tremen-
dously bad idea” that causes “dan-
gerous” driving situations. He said
he favored an outright ban on such
signs.

Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
said some “progressive towns” have
“comprehensive” ordinances regulat-
ing LED signs and told the council he
would analyze those ordinances be-
fore making further recommendations
on how to proceed.

Discussion on a fourth proposed
ordinance, which would require pri-
vate landscapers to register with the
township, was put off until next month
due to time constraints.


