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Courtesy of Robert Cozzolina
NATURE’S LOOK...Bob Cozzolina of Westfield adds to his nature portfolio with
this hawk photograph, taken at Roselle Golf Club last weekend. For more, please
see goleader.com/photos.
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fees in line with each other, which is
why Mountainside could see a decrease
if our request is approved.”

Per the June bill, Cranford’s fire hy-
drant water cost was $26,844, an aver-
age monthly cost throughout the year,
according to the town’s finance depart-
ment. Also in June, the water for the
municipal building was $1,932; the
library was $112, and the pool was
$3,150.

Cranford Mayor Mark Smith said he
was not aware of any water-company
improvements in Cranford. “That’s an
outrageous charge if it’s going up 15 to
22 percent. I would need to see justifi-
cation for it. It’s an extremely large
number every single month. I would be
opposed.”

“It’s troubling in these economic cir-
cumstances,” he continued.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said a rate hike of up to 22 percent is
“unheard of at this time.”

“It’s absurd,” she continued. “I hope
the BPU turns it down.”

NJAWC expects a decision from BPU
within the next few months, Mr. Barnes
said. A public hearing was held Wednes-
day evening at the Westfield Memorial
Library.
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EMTs in Training
emergency calls.

All of her efforts are purely self-
less; if she stays with the Westfield
Rescue Squad, she will do so as a
complete volunteer.

“A lot of people think we’re paid;
nope, we’re volunteer,” she said.
“People are shocked when they hear
that, but we love it. We live here.”

Jimmy Garman, a member of the
Scotch Plains volunteer fire depart-
ment/ rescue squad for the past six
years, is a member of the EMT course
as well, hoping to further his training.

“People ask me all the time if I’m
crazy, and I say, ‘Yes,’” he said. “What
normal person would run into a burn-
ing building [and do so as an unpaid
volunteer].”

Those who choose to work for
paid squads in New Jersey cities
could make as much as $18 an hour,
while those working in smaller mu-
nicipalities might earn $10 to $15 an
hour.

Dante Sandia, 18, is one of the
youngest EMTs in training (there are
members as young as 16 – the mini-
mum age – taking the course). He
travels from Kearny to Westfield for
classes and wants to ride for Jersey
City like his friend, Juan.

Unbeknownst to many are the risks
taken by those performing emer-
gency-medical services, including
Juan, a firefighter, police officer and
EMT in Jersey City. Shootings and
stabbings can be common in places
like Plainfield, Newark and Jersey
City, and many EMS workers are
issued bulletproof vests.

Dante recounted a story in which
Juan responded to a scene and tried to
help a fallen victim. Thankfully, Dante
said, Juan was wearing double-lay-
ered pants because the victim, while
receiving treatment, took out a
switchblade and attempted to cut
Juan’s legs in a semicircular motion,
along both of his thigh muscles.

“If the guy hits the femoral artery,
he could have died,” Dante said.

Still, knowing full well the dangers
of the job, Dante said he is ready once
he completes his training. “I like the

risk. I want to save lives,” he said.
Joseph Gesumaria, who turns 25

next month, served as an incident com-
mander on Sunday during the exer-
cise. He deemed the day “hectic” – as
written exams were also taking place
before and after the MCI – and said the
exercise “simulates mass chaos.”

Mr. Gesumaria is currently a
Rahway police dispatcher, hoping to
work for both paid and volunteer
squads in the future.

“On the phone [as a dispatcher],
you can’t help...I want to help,” he
said.

Instructor Forrest Robleto summed
up the day, saying, “It’s always a
learning experience.”

“Our hope is that if they come
across a situation such as this, they
know what to do because it can be
overwhelming,” he said.

If interested in pursuing further
information, visit lessstress.com.
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County GOP Candidates
world.”

“I am not saying we shouldn’t
own a hospital, but [maybe] we
could sell it and take some of the
risk away from the government of
running a business like that. If we
could get a good price for it, why
not consider it?” she questioned.

The candidate said she is con-
cerned that rather than having towns
absorb county operations, the
county itself might takeover mu-
nicipalities, as governments are
forced to merge to save money. “I
don’t want to see the county im-
posed on us,” she said.

On the issue of discussions for
extending the Covanta Energy’s lease
of the county’s garbage incinerator in
Rahway, known as the resource re-
covery facility, Ms. Dickson said
Summit has a long-term contract with
the Union County Utilities Authority
for some $60 per ton, which is paid
through the city’s property taxes.

The city’s department of public
works collects municipal waste in
the city, unlike towns such as
Westfield, which do not have UCUA
contracts. In those towns, residents
are billed by independent haulers at a
rate of $95 per ton for waste disposal
at the county burner.

“We should talk about this (elec-

tricity generated from burning gar-
bage) more maybe rather than fo-
cusing on solar panels,” Ms.
Dickson said, a reference to the
Union County Improvement
Authority’s (UCIA) renewable en-
ergy program whereby solar and
wind devices would be installed on
the roofs of government buildings
in towns that opt to participate in
the program. “There are a lot of
ways to generate energy.”

She does question, however, ex-
tending the incinerator’s lease
through 2045. The UCIA is looking
to amend its 14 municipal contracts
to reflect this extension in addition
to sharing revenues produced by the
facility.

Mr. Flanagan said she feels the
county freeholders have become
“tone deaf” to the difficulty residents
and businesses are having due to high
taxes.

“All of Union County is suffering
because of this significant tax bur-
den,” Mr. Flanagan said, noting that
he, Ms. Dickson and Rahway candi-
date Elyse Bochicchio Medved (who
was unavailable for Monday’s inter-
view) are not looking for additional
county funds for their towns.

“We are looking for the entire pie
to shrink,” Mr. Flanagan said.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
WATCH YOUR BACK...Before graduating and preparing to take the state
exam, trainees in Less Stress Instructional Services’ EMT-Basic Training course
put their instruction into action, last Sunday, during a mock MCI (Mass-Casualty
Incident) held at the Westfield Rescue Squad building.

Courtesy of Chris and Tim Boyle
J-E-T-S, JETS, JETS, JETS!...An aerial view of the New York Jets training
facility at Florham Park is pictured last Wednesday as viewed from a New Jersey
National Guard helicopter departing from the Morristown airport.

“I’m looking forward to having the
Clark administrator come here,” Su-
perintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said. “His résumé does look
impressive.”

The BOE established a $100-per-
student fee for those who wish to
participate in the annual seventh-grade
three-day class trip to Stoke State For-
est in Branchville. This year marks the
40th anniversary of Garwood students
trekking the mountains of the Appala-
chian Trail in association with
Montclair State University’s New Jer-
sey State School of Conservation. On
these trips, students participate in ac-
tivities to create community-building
skills, said Lincoln School Principal
Mary Emmons.

Parents’ packets are expected to be
sent home this week, and the results of
the New Jersey Assessment of Skills
and Knowledge (NJ ASK) tests, is-
sued at the end of the 2010 school
year, will be sent home to parents after
the beginning of the new school year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood

Council Considers Allowing
LED Signs With Stipulations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch Plains
township council and members of the town-
ship planning board discussed several ordi-
nances that board is proposing, including
ones dealing with required garages on new
homes, security fencing for utility facilities
and lighted message signs.

At the council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday, board chairwoman Paulette
Coronato, vice-chairman Mike Michalisin
and Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta briefed
the council on the proposed ordinances, all
of which will be discussed further by the
governing body in the coming months.

The first would amend an existing ordi-
nance and allow homeowners with two-car
garages to convert half of that garage space
to living space. Mr. LaCosta explained that
there are situations where a homeowner
wants to expand the amount of living space
to accommodate a growing family or an
elderly family member, but can not afford
to have an addition added to their house. In
recent years, there have been several such
applications before the local land-use boards
to convert portions of garage space into
bedrooms or specially-equipped bathrooms.

A second proposed ordinance change
would allow utilities to erect protective
fencing around their facilities in an effort to
beef up security.

The most extensive discussion was about
the third proposed ordinance, one that would
allow so-called LED signs in certain cir-
cumstances, primarily for commercial use.
Mr. Michalisin said he felt these types of
lighted signs, similar to the newly placed
one in front of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, “will become more prevalent
in the future” and that it would be useful to
have some statutory guidance on how they
can be operated.

Mrs. Coronato said the planning board
“wanted to establish standards” so that a
sign like the one at the high school, which
many in attendance at Tuesday’s meeting
seemed to feel was a detriment, would not
be allowed. There have been criticisms
aired about the high school sign, which
features a lighted scrolling message, with
some saying the sign presents a traffic
safety issue since motorists trying to read
the moving message are distracted from
safely operating their vehicles.

Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti said he
would have liked to have received input
from the police department on the proposed
ordinance, calling the LED signs a “tre-
mendously bad idea” that causes “danger-
ous” driving situations. He said he favored
an outright ban on such signs.

Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said
some “progressive towns” have “compre-
hensive” ordinances regulating LED signs
and told the council he would analyze those
ordinances before making further recom-
mendations on how to proceed.

Discussion on a fourth proposed ordi-
nance, which would require private land-
scapers to register with the township, was
put off until next month due to time con-
straints.

During its regular meeting passed an

ordinance to allow the township’s building
department to charge a $50 administrative
fee to property owners who have outstand-
ing permits needing to be closed out. These
so-called open permits result when a home-
owner fails to secure a final inspection for
construction, plumbing or electrical work
that was done via a township-issued permit.

During earlier discussions, Mr. LaCosta
told the council that one way to remove
these open permits from his department’s
files would be during a smoke detector
inspection. When such an inspection is
requested, if that property is found to have
an open permit, the homeowner would then
be charged a fee to have the permit cleared.

Also included in the same ordinance
revision is a provision calling for a $35 fee
for a change of contractor, meaning that the
fee would be levied when a homeowner or
other property owner changes contractors
during the period of an open permit and the
building department has to adjust its records
to identify the change of contractor.

A second ordinance passed on Tuesday
sets out permitted uses of upper floors in
commercial buildings, and allows apart-
ments and offices to be located on second
and third floors but not mixed together on
the same floor. A third ordinance — calling
for all parks and ballfields to be open from
8 a.m. until dusk and lighted facilities, such
as the southside soccer field, to have their
lights turned off no later than 10 p.m. — was
tabled after Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti,
at the council’s earlier conference meeting,
proposed rolling back the closing time to
9:30 p.m., saying privately-owned lighted
fields, such as the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, extinguish their
lights at 9:30 p.m.

Mayor Nancy Malool proposed a 9:45
p.m. compromise, and then requested that a
formal vote be put off so the township’s
recreation commission could be consulted
on the possible change.

In other business at its regular meeting,
the council approved the $43,992 purchase
of two motor vehicles for the police depart-
ment and approved a special use permit
allowing the Best Friend Dog and Animal
Adoption store on East Second Street to
place several for-sale items on the sidewalk
outside its doors.

Late last month, an air compressor failed
at the Bartle Avenue Library, causing tem-
peratures inside the facility to exceed 90
degrees. The council on Tuesday approved
payment of the $8,000 in emergency re-
pairs to the building’s air conditioning sys-
tem done by Meyer and Depew Co.

Township Manager Chris Marion said
the township’s road improvement program
began at the start of the month, with Stoney
Brook Circle and Tanglewood Lane having
been completed.

Another 10 streets are slated for re-
pair in the next several weeks. He also
said the state-funded improvements to a
section of Jerusalem Road were com-
pleted on Monday and that a county-
backed project to repave a section of
Martine Avenue from King Street to
Raritan Road would likely be completed
late this week or early next week.

FW Council Supports Overriding
Gov. Christie’s Family-Planning Veto
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – The borough council
voted at its August 10 council meeting to
support state legislation to help re-estab-
lish the $7.5 million in funding to women’s
health and family planning services that
was cut by Governor Chris Christie from
the state budget this past spring.

The bill, which is supported by Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield)
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood) is asking for $7,453,000 to
go towards Women’s Health and Family
Planning Services while reducing the 2011
appropriation for state employees prescrip-
tion drug program by the same amount.

According to Mrs. Stender, who spoke at
the meeting, the funding would come from
the difference that was incurred from the
Christie administration over funding the
prescription drug program. She said there
was a 6-percent difference in the amount
that the state funded for prescription drugs
and what was actually needed for state
employees. This, she said, would be enough
money to re-instate the program.

Mrs. Stender said funding has been
providing healthcare for women and fami-
lies in the area for many years and helps
provide mammograms, cancer screenings
and pre-natal care for those in the area who
need it. She said 58 agencies that provide
such care, including Planned Parenthood
in Plainfield, are at risk of shutting down
without the funding. She also stated that if
this happens, it would be the first time in
30 years that these facilities would not be
accessible to residents.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said she was in
favor of the legislation because it was “bud-
get-neutral” and to support those in Fanwood
that are in need of such services. The mayor
said the League of Women Voters, which is
not affiliated with any particular political
party, supports the legislation.

Councilman Robert Manduca, who was
the only council member to vote against the
resolution, stated that he thought the fund-
ing was more of an abortion issue and that
he felt the bill was more about Mrs. Stender’s
political affiliation with Planned Parent-

hood. He said it was not the job of local
government to talk about these issues and
that the council’s resolution supporting
Mrs. Stender’s legislation was “mislead-
ing.”

“Although I applaud the sentiment on
this council, I feel this bill is just about
politics. This is really about tax money,”
Mr. Manduca said.

The next council meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, September 14, at 7:30 p.m. at
Borough Hall.


