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LEAVING A LEGACY BEHIND…An annual tradition, the fifth-grade class at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison planted a tree on campus before their
Moving-Up Ceremony on June 9, which marks their official entry into middle
school. After fifth-grade teachers Debbie Kendall and Nicole Nolan read a special
message to wish them well in their future school endeavors, each student had the
opportunity to “dig deep” and shovel dirt into the hole where the tree would be
planted. Pictured above, Jake Payami of Scotch Plains helps plant the tree as his
classmates look on.

OFF TO COLLEGE…Westfield residents Evan Bakst, left, and Kevin Hearon
graduated from Morristown-Beard School on Saturday, June 12. Evan will
attend Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa., in the fall, while Kevin
will attend Hobart College in Geneva, N.Y.

FW’s Kosenick Makes
Wooster Dean’s List

FANWOOD — Katelyn Kosenick,
a graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, has been named to the
dean’s list for the spring semester at
The College of Wooster. Katelyn, a
senior art history major from
Fanwood, achieved a grade point av-
erage of 3.65 or above.

Westfield Students Earn 51
Perfect SAT Scores This Year

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) students achieved 51
perfect 800 scores on SAT1 or SAT2
tests administered during the 2009-
2010 school year. Approximately one-
half of 1 percent of the more than 1.4
million students taking the SAT score
a perfect 800.

The most recent SAT scores re-
sulted from the June 2010 test date
were just released: Margaret Jacobi,
critical reading; Josh Friedman, math;
Mikhail Maslyuk, U.S. history; Ja-
son Qin and Leonidas Tolias, phys-
ics; David Osterman, chemistry; Mar-
garet Jacobi, writing; and on math
level II, Alexandra Frankel, Haozhe
Gao, Rachel Gross, Rachel Harth,
Eddy Lu, Jason Qin, Eric Rackear,
Allison Rose, Deborah Wu and
Zachary Zagorski.

On the May 2010 test, the follow-
ing Westfield High School students
attained 800 and are pictured here

with Principal Peter Renwick: seated,
left to right, are: Nicholas Chopey,
math; Danielle Fields, molecular bi-
ology; Jeffrey Yang, math; Sarah
Crawford, math; and, standing,
Michael Levidy, critical reading.
Missing from the photo is Emma

Foley, math.
Earlier in 2010, 800 SAT’s were

achieved in January and March by
the WHS students pictured below:
Starting at front row, from left to
right, are: Victoria Cheung, molecu-
lar biology; Wenqi Duan, math II;
Thomas Callahan, Evan Rae Hindes,
and, top row, Madeline Horowitz,
and Alison Rose, math; and Cheryl
Wu, critical reading.

Missing from the photo are: Justin
Erickson, Anne Maguire, Nicholas
Roth, Joshua Simmons and David
Osterman, math; Michael Levidy and
Nicholas Roth, critical reading, and
Nikki Koll, writing.

The names of the WHS students
attaining an “800” in the fall SAT of
2009 had been reported earlier in the
school year. Together with the re-
cent data reported here, the com-
bined total for the 2009,2010 school
year is 51 perfect SAT scores
achieved by students at Westfield
High School.

Mr. Renwick congratulated the stu-
dents for the “outstanding achieve-
ment,” adding, “it speaks volumes
about your abilities and your com-
mitment to your education.”

May 2010 Test

January and March Tests

Pumped to Pump Gas
By CYNTHIA LAM

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“New Jersey: We don’t pump our
gas.” Trust me, I’ve seen enough of
these witty trademark T-shirts to know
that we’re all about full-service – and
proud of it. And why not?

Thanks to full-service gas stations,
we never have to risk inhaling smelly
petroleum fumes, wait in long lines to
pay at the cash register or leave the
comfort of our car to fuel up during
torrential downpours – all while enjoy-
ing some of the nation’s lowest gas
prices. All these benefits are enough to
put a smile on anyone’s face!

But I sure didn’t feel like smiling last
week, as I waited in line to get my car
filled up at a busy gas station. All
around me, frustrated drivers were an-
grily beeping their horns at the poor,
frazzled gas attendant, who was run-
ning around frantically, trying to serve
12 demanding customers all at once.

To make matters worse, my air
conditioning was broken, so I was
literally melting in my seat on this
humid 100-degree day. It didn’t help
that it took twice as long waiting for
the attendant to ring up my bill than
actually filling up my gas tank.

After cooking in the sun for an-
other five minutes, I was overcome
with the sudden urge to hop out of my
car and pump my own gas. It would
certainly speed up the process, short-
ening the waiting period so that other
drivers could quickly fuel up and
continue on their way.

That was great and all, until I re-
membered that self-serve was illegal in
New Jersey, thanks to a 1949 law which
established that “because of the fire
hazards directly associated with dis-
pensing fuel, it is in the public interest
that gasoline-station operators have the
control needed over that activity to
ensure compliance with appropriate
safety procedures.”

In other words, New Jersey drivers
aren’t allowed to pump their own gas
because state officials believe that it is
a dangerous safety hazard. Only certi-
fied attendants who undergo hours of
professional training are allowed to
handle this flammable fuel, in order to
prevent explosions and accidents.

While this ban may have been useful
50 years ago, when people didn’t know
that it was dangerous to smoke and
pump gas at the same time, it is no
longer necessary. Gas pumps nowa-
days are much safer, thanks to ad-

vances in technology and legislation,
allowing drivers across the nation to
fuel up with ease.

In fact, New Jersey and Oregon are
the only two states that still prohibit
self-service. The rest of the country has
already been using it for years, saving
valuable time and money with this con-
venient method. Drivers simply pull
up, pay at the pump and leave in matter
of minutes, without ever needing to
wait on busy attendants (and no, you
will not smell like gas afterwards if you
handle the pump properly).

Besides improving efficiency, lead-
ing economists have estimated that self-
service may also help consumers save
six cents per gallon of gas. While these
savings may not seem like much, a few
pennies can go a long way over the
course of a year.

But if this is the case, then how come
New Jersey still manages to consistently
boast some of the lowest gas prices in the
country? It’s a well-known fact that gas
with self-service in neighboring Penn-
sylvania is a whopping 17 cents more
expensive than gas with full-service in
New Jersey. How then is that possible?

The answer lies in our gas taxes.
New Jersey has the third lowest state
motor oil tax in the nation. Since
Pennsylvania’s gas taxes are 17 cents
higher, its final gas prices will naturally
be 17 cents higher than New Jersey
costs. Although we have enjoyed both
full-service and low prices for years,
our gas could be even cheaper with
self-service.

With that in mind, I believe that it’s
time for us to get rid of this outdated
ban and start pumping our own gas.
While it is not necessary to completely
eliminate full-service, which elderly
and disabled citizens are legally en-
titled to, gas stations should at least
offer drivers the option of self-service.
That way, it’s up to the consumer to
decide whether to pump gas or not.

Cynthia Lam is a rising senior at
Westfield High School.
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Dotto Joins UCC; Becomes
Director of College Relations
CRANFORD – Ellen Dotto, of

Berkeley Heights, has joined Union
County College as secretary of the
boards and the executive director of
college relations.

Ms. Dotto
comes to Union
County College
having worked for
more than 35
years for Verizon
and its predeces-
sor companies,
Bell Atlantic and
New Jersey Bell.
The former tele-
communications
executive is an ex-
perienced lobby-
ist on the local,
county, state and
national levels,
and served as Bell
Atlantic’s exter-
nal affairs direc-
tor in Union,
Middlesex and
Somerset coun-
ties.

In her position as vice-president
of state and local government affairs
for Verizon, Ms. Dotto directed and
coordinated activities between the
company and three key national or-
ganizations – U.S. Conference of
Mayors, National League of Cities
and National Association of Coun-

ties.
Ms. Dotto also served Verizon as

the vice-president of state govern-
ment affairs, in which she was
Verizon New Jersey’s lobbyist in

Trenton. In this
position, she
worked with both
houses of the state
legislature and the
governor’s office
on telecommuni-
cations issues.

Ms. Dotto is
currently vice-
president of the
Executive Women
of New Jersey. She
has been honored
as one of New
Jersey’s Best 50
Women in Busi-
ness. She has
served on various
boards, including
the Union County
College Board of
Governors and

Board of Trustees; the United States
Conference of Mayors Business
Council Steering Committee; the
Women’s Political Caucus of New
Jersey; the Greater Elizabeth Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Union
County Economic Development
Corporation. She is also a graduate
of Leadership New Jersey.

Ellen Dotto

WF Students Rank in Top
10 For Natl. French Exam

WESTFIELD – National ranking
was earned by 14 Westfield High
School students, and 20 top state
rankings were awarded in Le Grand
Concours 2010, the National French
Exam.

The National French exam enrolled
more than 100,000 students in Le
Grand Concours 2010, with the fol-
lowing Westfield High School stu-
dents receiving top honors in the
United States and New Jersey:

Level 1: (state, national rankings)
Zoe Greenburg – 4, 5; Danielle
Lipschutz – 6, 7; Lucas Bizzarro – 7,
8.

Level 2: Meaghan Fleck – 6, 7;
Michaela Nies – 9, 10.

Level 3: Geena Gao – 6, 6;
Stephanie Tepper – 6, 6; Leonidas
Tolias – 8, 9

Level 4: Priya Nayer – 3, 7; Danielle
Fields – 5, 9; Nicolas Chapel – 6, 10;
Patrick Conlon – 7, n/a; Olivia Ryan
– 7, n/a; Emma Gross – 8, n/a; Megan
Nogan – 8, n/a; Josh Mazen – 8

Level 5: Amy Rosenfeld – 6, 8;
Abby Burton – 8, 10; Yixiao Wang –
7, 9; Darla Stabler – 9, n/a.

In addition to the honors received
by students, Westfield High School
French teacher Marie-Laure

Hoffmann was among a team of eight
teachers from New Jersey that cre-
ated thematic units in line with the
New Jersey Core Curriculum Stan-
dards.

Mrs. Hoffman’s work, which was
created for grades 10 to 12, was ac-
cepted by the World Language coordi-
nator for the New Jersey Department
of Education and appears online at the
department’s website: state.nj.us/edu-
cation/aps/cccs/wl/action/.

According to an excerpt from the
Department of Education, “The World
Languages Standard in Action docu-
ments… provide support for curricu-
lum specialists and teachers in the
design and implementation of cur-
riculum that includes strong integra-
tion of technology applications
aligned to the 2009 New Jersey Core
Curriculum Standard for World Lan-
guages.”
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WF’s Taylor Makes
W. Forest Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Wake Forest Uni-

versity has announced that Katherine
Taylor of Westfield has been inducted
into Lambda Pi Eta – the official
communication studies honor soci-
ety of the National Communication
Association (NCA).

To be eligible, students must
achieve a GPA of at least 3.0 for all
courses taken and have at least a 3.25
GPA for all communication-studies
courses.

Katherine also was named to Wake
Forest’s dean’s list for the 2010 spring
semester. Students who achieve a 3.4
and no grade below a “C” were named
to the list.

She has worked as a producer for
WAKE – TV for three years as well as
serving as an admissions tour guide
and on the executive board of the Pi
Beta Phi Sorority.

A 2007 graduate of Westfield High
School, Katherine will graduate in
Spring 2011 with a double major in
communications and elementary edu-
cation. She is the daughter of Kim
and Bill Taylor.

Area Students Make
FDU Honor’s List

AREA – Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s Metropolitan Campus has
released the names of New Jersey
students who qualified for the Honors
List for the Spring 2010 Semester.

To qualify for the Honors List, a
student must carry a 3.5 or better
gradepoint average out of a possible
4.0 and be enrolled in a minimum of
12 letter-graded hours (four courses).
The following have qualified:

Natalie Allcock of Cranford, Tho-
mas Anthes of Cranford, Ashley
Dunnan of Westfield and Erin
Roudebush of Westfield.

“MATH-LETIC” PROWESS…From left to right, Marcus Shaw, Zakary Elseht,
Andrew Mu, Irem Gure, Mohnish Sabhani, and Luke Zhuang proudly display
their Math Masters’ title with Principal Lisa Rebimbas, back right.

Park Middle School
Celebrates Math Masters

SCOTCH PLAINS – On a weekend
in June, Park Middle School students,
families and friends dedicated more
than 434 hours solving more than
156,000 math problems in one week-
end in the second annual Math Mas-
ters’ Tournament.

From June 11 to 13, more than 150
students and their families played an
interactive online math game, “First in
Math,” to accumulate points to attain
the coveted title of “Math Master.”

One parent who participated said,
“For the student, it’s a great way to
learn. For the family, it was a good way
to enhance mental alertness and to
sharpen our wits and, above all, to be a
part of the school activity.”

The Math Masters’ Tournament was
open to all students in fifth through
eighth grades and their families, and is
run by Park Middle School Teacher
Brian Rawlins. Because of the efforts
of Principal Lisa Rebimbas and the
Park Middle School PTA, led by Maggie
Savoca, the number of participants more
than doubled, breaking last year’s tour-
nament record.

There was also a strong presence of
family teams participating in the event,
demonstrating the community’s com-
mitment to math education. The Math
Masters title went to Andrew Mu, who
solved more than 5,000 math problems
with varying degrees of difficulty. Sec-
ond place went to Luke Zhuang, and
third place was awarded to Mohnish
Sabhani.

In the Family/Team category, Marcus
Shaw of the Tri-Hards Team took first
place; Irem Gure of the Gure Monsters
Team claimed second, and Zakary
Elseht of Team Elseht placed third in
the Family/Team all-around.

Other top performers were Darya
Ganzha, Connor Reddington, Paul
Triamarit, Aboluwarin Songonugo,
Adesh Thanawala, Connor Walsh, John

Marquardt (The Marquardt Family),
Chloe Cimino (The Merry Mathletes),
Andrew Mathews (The Mathews Fam-
ily), Amani Williams (The Wise Will-
iams), Amelia Morel (The Morel Fam-
ily), Zachary Polak (Team Polak), Ross
Baron, Jerry Zhu (Team Zhu) and
Phillip Tice (Team TNT).

The proceeds from the competition
support the Math Enrichment Program,
an after-school program in which stu-
dents of all skill levels can enhance
their mathematical understandings.

The Math Enrichment Program has
more than 60 participants who com-
pete in mathematical competitions, pro-
duce math tutorial imovies and partici-
pate in other engaging programs that
improve mathematical abilities.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, AUGUST 15th 12:30 – 4:30pm

8 Max Place - Westfield

Exceptional Center Hall Colonial is situated on a premier lot at the top of  the cul-de-sac. This magnificent home
offers two large master suites, which makes it a rare find.  A master on the main floor, ideal for first floor living
and a grand master on the second complete with office. The warm and inviting gourmet kitchen has a center
island, butler’s pantry, granite counters, under mount lighting, top of  the line appliances and a separate eating
area. The kitchen overlooks the impressive family room and fireplace making it perfect for entertaining. This 5
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, sun filled home with endless amenities sits on a professionally landscaped lot that offers
privacy and serenity with a designer outdoor living space. The location adds to the allure of  this home being
conveniently close to K-12 schools, commuter transportation and downtown shops. Presented for $1,359,000.
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