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Killian Stuns Annies, 6-5, on 14-Foot ‘Dinker’
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Damon Roth (triple) both went 2-for-
3 with an RBI and a run scored. Jack
Kennedy and Matuska each went 2-
for-2. Keith Karyczak singled and
scored once. Patrylo (run scored) and
Grossmann each had an RBI sacrifice
fly, and Munoz scored once.

St. Anne came out of the shoot
quickly with three runs in the top of
the first. Karyczak ripped a leadoff
single, Williams lined an RBI double
and Munoz reached safely on an er-
ror. Patrylo and Grossmann followed
with their sac flies. The Annies upped
their lead to 5-0 in the fourth when
Patrylo walked and Roth hammered
his triple to right and scored on a
throwing error.

When Killian came in to bat, Nigro
suggested, “Come on! We need some
base runners.”

Weber walked, Messano lined out
to left, Nigro singled and Hopler
whammed his three-run shot over the
right fielder’s head.

“Way to wake up the bats,” Nigro
added.

In the fifth, after Friedrichs turned
his double play and Killian came in to
bat, Messano commented, “Some-
body woke up a sleeping giant.”

Craig and Fisher began the inning
with singles. Litterio followed with a
single to right, but Karyczak grabbed
the ball and fired home to nail Craig
as he attempted to score. A double
play ended the threat and kept the

giant silent a little longer.
The Annies were silent with their

sticks in the seventh, but not Killian.
Messano dribbled a single, Nigro
slashed an RBI triple down the right
field line, Hopler walked and Curtis
tied the game with an RBI single.
Jason Semple popped out to short,

and Friedrichs lined out to left for the
second out. Harry Semple walked to
load the bases then Nardi took a
mighty swing. The ball “dinked”
along the third baseline. Hopler roared
home to beat the throw.
St. Anne 300 200 0 5
St. Killian 000 300 3 6
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RYAN RETIRES FIRST 11 SOFA KINGS, COVIELLO 2 RBI

DJ’s Limo Men Rumble Over
Sofa Kings, 10-2, in B Division

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pitcher Jimmy Ryan, with his rhyth-
mic style, caught the Sofa Kings nap-
ping and retired the first 11 batters,
while his team dazed the Kings’ de-
fense with an eight-run second in-
ning as DJ’s Limo rumbled to a 10-2
victory in game 1 of the best of three
championship series in the B Divi-
sion of the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on August 9.

Ryan did not allow a run until the
bottom of the sixth inning and fin-
ished the game, yielding 10 hits and
only one walk. Brian Schiller was the

first Sofa King to dent the Limo pitcher
with a double in the fourth inning. He
added an RBI single in the ninth.
Craig Gatto (run scored) and Brad
Belford each had a pair of singles. Ed
Belford doubled and scored, and Billy
Mariani singled and had an RBI, while
Doug Della Donne and John Bruno
each singled.

Mike Coviello led DJ’s 16-hit at-
tack with an RBI single, a double, a
run scored and an RBI sacrifice fly.
Jay Semple (RBI) and Dave Doyle
each tripled, singled and scored once.
Matt Myers (RBI) singled twice and
scored once. Brian Ray singled twice
and scored twice. Randy Lee whacked
an RBI triple. Ryan, Joe Carrasquillo
and Sal Ciatto each tapped an RBI
single and scored once. Rick Myers
singled and scored, and Mike Patriarca
had an RBI single.

The Sofa Kings turned three double
plays (DP). Third baseman Delle
Donne initiated a 5-4 (Ed Belford)-3
(Jay Everitt) DP in the first inning.

Shortstop Dave Belford initiated a 6-
4-3 DP in the second inning, and
Everitt had an unassisted DP in the
eighth and added a fine scoop in the
ninth. Dave Belford also made a pair
of fine catches in shallow leftfield.
Leftfielder John Lyp made a few rangy
snags, as did right fielder Josh
Finkelstein. DJ’s shortstop

Carrasquillo initiated two 6-4 (Ray)-
3 (Rick Myers) DPs.

Semple hammered a leadoff triple
and Patriarca tapped his RBI single to
give DJ’s a 1-0 lead in the top of the
first. After holding the Sofa Kings
scoreless in the bottom of the inning,
Ryan became his team’s cheerleader
as DJ’s came in to bat.

“Let’s Go! Win every inning. Stay
level. Lots of green,” he uttered.

DJ’s proceeded to blister the ball
with eight runs on nine hits, which
included five straight RBI singles be-
fore the double play, followed by
Ryan’s RBI single and Lee’s RBI triple.

Still exercising some faith, Sofa
Kings’ Mike Otchy shouted,
“Let’s get it started.”

With an effort to awaken
his team, Ed Belford sug-
gested, “Just remember! You
can’t hit an eight-run home
run. Get singles!”

Lyp added, “Lots of line
drives!”

Unfortunately, all the line
drives were right at DJ’s
fielders then Coviello lofted
an RBI sac fly to give the
Limo drivers a 10-0 lead in
the third.

After lullabying the Sofa
Kings to sleep in the third,
Ryan chanted, “Don’t stop!
They are a good team out
there.”

From the fourth inning
on, Sofa King pitcher Gatto
tossed shutout ball, allow-
ing only one hit in four of
the six remaining innings.

Sofa Kings plated their
first run in the sixth. Gatto
punched a leadoff single, Ed
Belford doubled down the
right field line and Mariani
brought Gatto home with a
groundout to short. The
Kings’ final run came in the
ninth when Ed Belford’s
pinch runner scored on

Schiller’s RBI single.
DJ’s Limo 181 000 000 10
Sofa Kings 000 001 001 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST…St. Anne first baseman Dave Weischadle, right, makes the putout on St. Killian
runner Scott Friedrichs in the second inning at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOSSING A GEM…DJ’s Limo pitcher Jimmy Ryan retired the first 11 Sofa Kings he faced
en route to a 10-2 victory at Jerseyland Field on August 9.


