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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Another Punch To The Gut; The Cost
Of Government Is Just Too Expensive

Neighbors Oppose
Site For Antennas

The local residents of Prospect Street
and Cowperthwaite Place vehemently
oppose the installation of six wireless
communication antennas (cell phone an-
tennas) on the roof of 264 Prospect Street.
The antennas will be owned by MetroPCS,
a wireless communication company
which is expanding its network in New
Jersey. T-Mobile and Sprint/Nextel al-
ready claim 25 antennas, and six more
would make a total of 31 antennas on that
small roof. MetroPCS admits that there
are alternatives. They claim that cover-
age would be adequate for them atop of
the Union County Police building on
North Avenue, East.

We urge MetroPCS to seek another
location, and we urge the Westfield Plan-
ning Board to encourage MetroPCS to
find an alternative location.

The next planning board meeting,
where this case will continue, is sched-
uled for September 1, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at
Town Hall. We urge all concerned citi-
zens to attend this meeting.

Saul Drittel,
Chelmsford Condominium Assoc.

Westfield

Politicians’ Raises and
Deficits; Where Do

They Find The Money?
I wrote to the paper a few weeks ago

about raises for the politicians’ staff mem-
bers, and there was a letter from Dale
Neseman responding to this letter the
following week.

I do not believe I said President Obama
gave himself a raise. I thought when
Congress gives themselves automatic
yearly raises, it includes the President. I
think most Americans feels this is what
happens. I did refer to the President
taking the raise but not that he gave
himself one.

I was hoping someone would have
written explaining where the politicians
found $38 million for these raises/bo-
nuses for their staff members. In fact,
where did they find the money for their
own raises when we have such a huge
deficit? More borrowing?

Anybody out there have the answer?

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

Freeholder Elections in November –
We Need To Pay Attention Now

Standing Up for Union County
Communities, Making a Difference

We Feel Safe Because
Of Those Who Do Care

While leaving the supermarket, a per-
son was asking for donations for our
wounded veterans. After making a dona-
tion, I thanked her for what she was doing
and said, “You have no idea how much
what you are doing means to our veter-
ans.” She replied that sometimes it is dis-
couraging when she asks for a donation
and a person replies, “Why should I care?”

I first wish to thank those who do care
and to those who made a donation. I have
a few words for those who said “Why
should I care?”

1. Tonight you can sit with your fam-
ily, have dinner and watch television,
knowing you are safe because of those in
the military who sacrificed so much.

2. Take your family to Ground Zero
and look into the big hole where the
World Trade Center once stood. Think
about what you would do if it happened
again and you lost a family member.

3. Look at your family and think about
those men and women who volunteered
for military service; they are away from
their families in the hope of preventing
another attack.

4. Try to put yourself in the shoes of the
people in Iraq and Afghanistan who must
live in fear for their lives from day to day.

5. Talk to a veteran or visit a vet in the
hospital and listen to what they have to
say.

You and your family can feel safe
because of those who “do care.”

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Unfortunately, Many Of Us Take
These Service Workers For Granted

Dear Members of The Union County
Board Of Chosen Freeholders...

The western suburbs of Union County
could get a nasty surprise this year in their
tax bill. Every year, an equalization for-
mula is applied to the tax bill for each
municipality to adjust for differences in
assessed value. The eastern end of the
county – Elizabeth, Linden, Hillside etc.
– have had a disproportionate increase in
foreclosures and short sales, and a larger
decline in property values.

Our county taxes are increasing ap-
proximately 4.5 percent. To equalize and
raise the needed revenue, the western
suburbs could be apportioned much more
than a 4.5-percent increase. Many of these
municipalities had most of their munici-
pal aid cut, and some had all of their

school aid cut. This will be another punch
to the gut that makes us realize the cost of
our government is just too expensive.

To quote Peter Lijoi, Republican can-
didate for County Sherriff, “Growth in
the county budget must be eliminated.
We must stop funding programs that are
not mandated, and just fund essential
services.”

Let’s elect leaders who are committed
to lowering the crushing cost of govern-
ment.

Thanks for your time. I can be reached
at (908) 598-1221 or see
ellendickson.com.

Ellen Dickson
Candidate for Freeholder (R)

As a member of the Freeholder Board,
I have spent many hours visiting all parts
of Union County, and it is always a plea-
sure to experience the common threads
that bind our 21 diverse municipalities
together. We share a willingness to set
goals and work toward them, an enthusi-
asm for the arts and recreation, an eager-
ness to look out for people in need, a
thriving spirit of volunteerism and, above
all, an awareness that in our crowded
little corner of the Earth, every individual
can make a difference.

The murder in Summit last month is a
reminder that, for all of the good things
that we have in common, any community
can be vulnerable to the worst capabili-
ties in human nature. Whether it happens
rarely or all too often, it is a wound that
cuts deeply.

In our efforts to deal with violence, we
Union County residents call upon our
strengths, such as good police work, ac-
tive community engagement, and value
for the richness of our diversity. The
many public events and celebrations in
Union County are a testimony to our
drive for reaching out and getting to know
our neighbors from all walks of life.

But Union County does not exist in a
vacuum. Our efforts are influenced by the
signals we receive from the nation at

large. Right now, the strongest of these
messages is one that is, to say the least,
not helpful.

Too much of our national discourse
has become dominated by a seemingly
endless – and unjustified – stream of hate,
fear and violence directed at immigrants
and cultural differences. This is expressed
not only by ordinary citizens who happen
to be caught in the news.

It comes from certain elected officials
and leaders of certain political groups,
media commentators and personalities in
the talk show and entertainment industry
who are figures on the national stage.
These public figures have deliberately
sought out positions of leadership, re-
sponsibility and public visibility, and yet
instead of using their influence to help
guide our communities and support our
efforts, they are actively working to de-
stroy what we have accomplished.

Despite the challenges, we have
achieved a vibrant community that is
proud to welcome new cultures and new
energy. No matter how loudly the voices
of ignorance and fear may shout, we will
continue to work together in the cause of
dignity and respect for all who live, work
and visit in Union County.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
Candidate for Reelection (D)

It is no secret that Union County resi-
dents pay the second highest property
taxes in the nation. In the past few months,
we have read of the recent board of edu-
cation budget discussions in our districts
and paid attention to our town councils
final budget presentations — all the while
possibly ignoring the county portion of
our property tax bills. In some towns, this
portion of the budget is actually larger
than what our town councils have to work
with to run our towns.

It seems to me that Freeholders are the
only group unwilling to stop excessive
spending and take a real hard look as to
where they can save us, the taxpayers, the
people that they represent, some money.

County construction is clearly out of
control, with one project after another
being built on borrowed money. Why are
our towns having to cut teachers, police-
men, etc. while these folk continue to
spend our money on the Music Fest,
archery, golf clubhouses — where does it
end?

It ends when county residents take
back control of the Board of Chosen
Freeholder. Yes, we chose them. We chose
them by either voting for them or not

coming out to vote for their opponents.
We have a group that seems to think

that they can continue to spend our money
on absolutely whatever they like. They
have had a 9-0 majority on every vote —
every year for too long now — and noth-
ing is going to change unless we force a
change by electing new blood to this
entity.

Earlier this year, change did seem pos-
sible, and I was encouraged by the group
that challenged the incumbents in the
primaries in June. Though they were not
successful, they should be applauded for
trying.

In November, we get another opportu-
nity to create some change, as three brave
people have decided to run for this office
on the Republican ticket — Ellen Dickson,
Brian Flanagan and Elyse Medved.

Regardless of your party affiliations, it
is my hope that the taxpaying residents of
Union County will take a good look at all
the candidates fairly. We need to better
understand what each of the candidates is
going to do for us — and vote for who best
will represent us going forward.

Geraldine Keogh
Scotch Plains

It’s time for you to account to the
taxpayers of Union County regarding the
additional savings or costs resulting from
closing the Oak Ridge Golf Course. We
have now had two seasons of Oak Ridge
being utilized as a public park, dog park
and archery range; it’s time that the tax-
payers knew the current cost of operating
this facility.

Oak Ridge’s use as a golf course was
costing the taxpayers approximately
$200,000 per year, per your estimates. In
addition, the historic clubhouse required
renovation. These were the reasons given
for closing the golf course.

It is now two years later, and the club-
house has been renovated. While I have
not stepped inside the restored clubhouse,
from the outside, it looks beautiful. You
are to be congratulated for a job well
done.

So now there is only one question –
“What is the net cost to the taxpayers of
Union County to operate Oak Ridge in its
current state?” Is this net cost more or less
than if it were utilized as a golf course?

I look forward to your response.

Mitchell Siegel, CPA
Westfield

I was pleased to see The Westfield
Leader editorialize about the tragic mur-
der of Abelino Mazariego in Summit, and
certainly agree that our rescue and police
personnel are vital in emergencies such
as this.

I had hoped that the editorial — given
its title “The Murder in Summit Reminds
Us to Thank Those Who Serve” — might
also recognize the service that kitchen
staff and other low-income service work-
ers such as Mr. Mazariego give our com-
munities.

Early each morning, many of us see the
home-care workers walking or bicycling
or arriving by train or bus to serve those
Westfielders fortunate enough to employ
them. Late each night, we see the restau-
rant staff making their way home. Some
even somehow live within in our town to
be closer to work and to try to give their
families a better life.

Unfortunately, many of us take these
service workers for granted, just as we do
our first responders. We consider them
dispensable or think they’re denying “real
Americans” work when, in fact, our own
children and others are unwilling to do
the difficult, low-paying work they do.
Yet most of our ancestors started life here
very similarly.

So perhaps Mr. Mazariego’s murder
can also remind us not to devalue these
members of our community.

Although there are legitimate issues
for our country to resolve about immigra-
tion, Westfield and our nation as a whole
will become far less if we think, teach and
act as if people are less valuable if they do
“menial” work, have less money, have a
different native language and/or are of
different ethnicities.

Shane McDermott
Westfield

When Will Congress Get It Right
And End Automatic Pay Raises?

Four-Way Stops, Eye Contact
And The Jersey Death Spiral

Struggling through the worst economy in some 60
years, most Americans are just happy to have a job. But
as Americans have struggled the past few years, that did
not stop Congress from accepting a $4,700 “cost of
living” increase in January of 2009.

Congress is required by Article I, Section 6, of the
Constitution to determine its own pay, according to a
report to Congress by Ida Brudnick. Congressional
salaries were $1,500 in 1815, $30,000 in 1969, $98,400
in 1990, $141,300 in 2000 and $174,000 as of January
2009.

From 1789 through 1968, Congress raised its pay 22
times through legislation. Over the years, the system
has changed to being accomplished through a recom-
mendation by the United States President, which was
done five times, to the current system of automatic
annual adjustments enacted in 1989. Salaries have
risen seven times since 2001 under the automatic raise
system. Congress did not take raises in 2007 or 2010.

Both houses of Congress passed legislation this year to
not accept a raise in 2011.

Legislation to eliminate the automatic salary in-
crease system, sponsored by Senator Russ Feingold
(D-Wis.), has cleared the Senate but is hung up in the
House. The Senator said this legislation would save
$80 million over 10 years.

We support this legislation. We also believe that
Congressional members should be forced to vote on
these raises. Any increases also should not be buried in
some 1,000-page appropriation bill, but separated out
for all to see.

It is amazing that with annual deficits hitting $1.4
trillion each of the past two years that members of
Congress, along with all their aides, still had no prob-
lem, regardless of which party had the majority, of
continuing a system of automatic wage hikes for them-
selves. Given the current times, perhaps the only thing
that should be automatic is a pay decrease.

Four-way stop intersections are not so common in
most of our area towns, but several are popping up in
Westfield. Four-way stops are primarily a U.S. traffic-
control technique, so says Wikipedia; Europeans pre-
fer traffic circles, Wikipedia reports. Traffic circles are
a whole other story, as those using the traffic circle on
South Avenue in Westfield can tell you.

So, when you encounter a four-way stop, such as at
Boulevard and Park Street or at Chestnut and Fourth
Streets in Westfield, what are the rules? More impor-
tantly, what’s the safest thing to do? Fuhgidabowdit,
the honking one encounters if hesitating.

We suggest that you read the New Jersey Driver’s
Manual, which is available online. We did, and here’s
what we understand the manual to say (though every
legal disclaimer available to us is interjected here, as
we’re not sure what it means in all circumstances).

The first obvious thing that must happen is that
everyone must come to a complete stop at the intersec-
tion. This doesn’t always happen. The manual says that
the first car arriving at the intersection has the right-of-
way. If two cars arrive at the same time, one must yield
to the car on their right.

Sometimes, the intersection is backed up with cars
stopped on all four corners. Who arrived first? Does
everyone have to yield then to the car on his or her
right? If so, it’s paralysis by analysis.

If two cars arrive at the same time, each wanting to
make a right-hand turn, can both go at the same time?
If four cars are there, all wanting to make a right-hand
turn, can all go at the same time like “musical chairs?”

Of course, we all know that, above and beyond all

else, pedestrians entering the crosswalk have rights
above all those of drivers. You must stop (everyone at
the four-way stop?).

Most drivers prefer to make eye contact with the
other drivers at the intersection, rather than gunning it
through the intersection – even if they have the right of
way. This seems to be very sensible.

However, never make eye contact with the mass of
drivers when merging into the Lincoln Tunnel from
Manhattan to Jersey. It’s a game of chicken, and the first
one to blink loses.

Another amazing driving phenomenon that occurs
around here is what we call the “Jersey Death Spiral”
when making a left-hand turn. This occurs when you
are waiting at a traffic light such as heading eastbound
on North Avenue waiting to cross Central Avenue in
Westfield. Drivers in the opposite direction get a head
start with a left-hand-turn signal to head south on
Central Avenue. Then the light turns green for all on
North Avenue to proceed. However, about five or six
cars turning down Central initiate the Jersey Death
Spiral, each cutting in front of you more and more with
a decreasing turn radius – to the point they almost hit
the cars waiting on Central facing northward.

Many of us feel lucky and relieved when making it
through a four-way-stop intersection or when navigat-
ing through the traffic circle on South Avenue. Perhaps
the purpose of all this is to make one think and slow
down. However, we can’t depend that every driver will
do so.

Fortunately, most drivers in the area are courteous at
four-way stops.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Succor – Aid or assist
2. Oneiroscopist – One who interprets

dreams
3. Sudor – Sweat or perspiration
4. Wynkernel – The European water

hen

TAMPOON
1. A plug, such as in barrels
2. A slipper
3. A marsh or swamp
4. A wax candle

HYLOBATES
1. Having many legs, such as with

centipedes
2. A whirlwind; a firework that rises

with a spiral motion
3. Afflicted with gout
4. A genus of apes including the gib-

bons
INFIBULATION

1. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace

2. An intestinal infestation causing se-
vere cramping and associated spasms

3. Clasping with a buckle or padlock
4. An abnormal fear of falling

AURIGAL
1. Pertaining to a chariot or carriage
2. Pertaining to the fleece of sheep
3. The north wind
4. A Roman mineral bath

Scotch Plains Resident Happy That
Renna Is ‘Watchdogging’ His Back

As a concerned citizen of Scotch Plains
who cannot possibly be on top of all the
local politics, I am extremely happy to
know that citizens like Tina Renna and
the Union County Watchdog Association
are “watching my back.” Tina and the
Association should be complimented, not
harassed, by the Union County Freehold-
ers, who seem more intent on hiding

information from the citizens than work-
ing for the citizens.

In case they have forgotten, their sala-
ries come from the taxes paid by all
citizens of Union County. Politicians
throughout the counties, state and federal
governments seem to have lost their way
and believe that the people work for them,
not that they work for the people. Let us
all get rid of “partisan politics” and work
for the good of the people.

Marvin Agran
Scotch Plains

See more letters on page 5
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com


