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Actual savings will vary.
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Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

Scraping – Sanding – Repairs

Refinishing – Deck Care

Staining – Installation

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

201-955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

  www.themathtutors.com 
 

High School Math 
SAT & AP Prep 
College Math  

The Math Tutors 
100 Quimby St.  

 Westfield  
908-603-7236  
Private Tutoring 

Also: Group Review 
Sessions Forming Now 

Dillion’s
Publik
House

Rosie’s
Garwood

Dillion’s
Mountainside

Jolly Trolley
Westfield

Kilkenny House
Cranford

stage house
Scotch Plains

Jeffreys
Westfield

16 Prospect
Westfield

ChoicesDining Entertainment
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Interview with Rep. Lance
not denying health coverage for pre-
existing conditions and letting young
people stay on their parents’ policies
until age 26. He said the Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) has said
overall healthcare costs would rise
$150 billion in the first 10 years un-
der AHA.

“I use the term ‘repeal’ because I
don’t think that it (AHA) was well
thought out or particularly well
vetted,” he said.

Commenting on the ethics charges
against Reps. Charles Rangel (D-
N.Y.) and Maxine Waters (D-Calf.),
Mr. Lance said he hoped Mr. Rangel
would resign.

“Among the charges is that he did
not report income repeatedly on his
income tax forms,” Mr. Lance said.
“This was a repeated action year-in
and year-out, as I understand the
charges. And, of course, he was chair-
man of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the committee that writes tax
policy in this country. That impresses
me as being an extremely serious
charge.”

Ms. Waters is charged with using
her position on the House Financial
Services Committee to steer $12 mil-
lion in federal funds to a California
bank in which her husband owned
stock.

“I think the charges against Maxine
Waters are serious. I think the charges
against Chairman Rangel are ex-
tremely serious,” Mr. Lance said.

He said House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi had previously said she was
“going to drain the swamp” of those
members with ethical lapses. “It is
not clear to me that the swamp has
been drained yet,” Mr. Lance said.

On the international front, the con-
gressman said he voted two weeks
ago to support continued funding of
United States troops in the Middle
East. He said the legislation would
not have passed “without almost
unanimous Republican support.”

Mr. Lance said he supports Presi-
dent Obama’s Afghanistan mission

as being in the national-security in-
terests of the United States. How-
ever, he said, “I do not want to be in
Afghanistan forever. I think this next
year is critical [for the operation].”

On the release of classified De-
fense Department documents by the
Wikileaks website, the congressman
said he was concerned that “lives
have now been placed in jeopardy.”

“There seems to be some indica-
tion from the White House that this
will have an adverse effect on our
relationships with various entities in
Afghanistan,” Mr. Lance said.

The congressman said the Cap and
Trade climate change bill, which he
supported last year, is likely dead, as
India and China are not supporting
the effort.

“I do believe we need a policy of
greater energy independence in this
country and, in particular, a policy
that encourages the building of
nuclear power plants,” Mr. Lance said.
He supports looking for sources of
energy within the United States and
putting less reliance on “dangerous
foreign sources of energy.”

Commenting on his opponent’s
(Democrat Ed Potosnak) opposition
to Cap and Trade, he said, “The Presi-
dent and the administration were cer-
tainly supportive of the (Cap and
Trade) bill last year.”

On Mr. Potosnak’s invitation to
tour the Seventh District with Mr.
Lance, the Congressman commented,
“I have lived in this district my entire
life. He has lived in the district less
than a year. I am very active and
visible in the district whenever I am
in New Jersey.”

Looking to the fall campaign, the
congressman said he believes the
GOP “will make major gains” in the
House and may take the majority. He
said Americans want a “greater check
and balance on what this (Obama)
administration is doing than is cur-
rently the case with one-party control
in the White House and both houses
of Congress.”
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Councilman Jeff Strauss

compete (with the lower prices to
customers).”

Waste flow is restricted in Cape
May, Essex, Gloucester, Hudson,
Ocean, Mercer, Monmouth and Mor-
ris counties. The remaining counties
have no dumping restrictions, accord-
ing to the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP).

According to a chart of waste flow
per-ton tipping charges in New Jer-
sey, fees in surrounding counties are:
Middlesex, $65.35; Somerset, $77;
Essex, $92.76; Hudson, $83.56 and
Morris, $86.90. In addition to Union
County, Warren (which charges $95
per ton), Essex and Gloucester
($92.76 per ton) operate resource re-
covery facilities. Much of South Jer-
sey uses landfills and transfer sta-
tions, the latter of which are used to
transport solid waste to facilities out
of the area.

Union County is looking to have
the contract amendments completed
by the end of the year.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEET THE PRESS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R, 7th Congressional District) meets
with the editors of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last Thursday to review
affairs in Washington. Pictured, left to right, are: Congressional aide Ron Holden,
Publisher Horace Corbin, Congressional District Director Amanda Woloshen,
Assistant Publisher and Sports Editor Dave Corbin, Editor Paul Peyton,  Rep.
Leonard Lance, Editor Suzette Stalker and Editor Michael Pollack.

of fatal alcohol-related accidents typi-
cally occur during the summer sea-
son and especially on Labor Day
weekend. He added, “Think before
you drink.”

Tuesday’s meeting also included a
detailed discussion on legislation pro-
posed to rescind a $7.5-million cut in
women’s health and family planning
services made in this year’s state bud-
get by Governor Chris Christie.

The mayor concluded that council
meeting by announcing she will hold-
ing a “Meeting with the Mayor” at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church on
Monday, September 20 at 7 p.m.
Agenda items will include re-devel-
opment efforts in the downtown, a
shared-services report and the 2 per-
cent cap and taxes.

ance our budgets.” He said the 2-
percent hard cap on revenue will likely
force towns to “shrink government,”
which will “diminish services.”

“We exist to provide services, and
we have to do it as efficiently and
effectively as we can. That’s our mis-
sion here,” he said. “But this is prac-
tical reality here. If you only raise 2
percent, and it’s a hard (cap), and you
have things that exceed that, what’s
the alternative? …You just can’t ex-
ist that way. You have to cut back.”

Mr. Strauss said he sees the shared-
services initiative between Scotch
Plains and Fanwood as a major cam-
paign issue. He noted that a $48,000
study has been completed, by consult-
ant Dan Mason of Jersey Professional
Management, but has been not released
to the public. Mr. Strauss serves on the
Shared Services Study Committee.

“But the money (to move forward
on recommendations) is not there,” he
said. “Unless someone is driving the
bus, we are not going to forward on it.”

The councilman said the report rec-
ommends the merger of the Fanwood
and Scotch Plains police departments,
public works departments and con-
struction offices. The two recreation
departments would continue to oper-
ate independently, although the
Scotch Plains department would
handle some of duties of the smaller
Fanwood Recreation Department.

Mr. Strauss said he supports the
recommendations, noting that it has
been estimated they would save tax-
payers in the two towns a combined $2
million over a 10-year period or $200
per year for the average taxpayer. He
savings would be generated through
retirements, not through layoffs.

He said Fanwood’s agreement with
Union County to assume responsi-
bility for the borough’s emergency
dispatch services “surprised us
(Scotch Plains).”

“We thought we were on the road
to getting the dispatch done between
the two of us,” he said. “And if we did
that, we felt that would have facili-

tated our getting the police depart-
ments together.”

Another area he supports is main-
taining a capital budget schedule. He
said Township Manager Chris Marion
has developed a six-year plan. “That
is a centerpiece of running a town-
ship,” Mr. Strauss said.

“You have to have the (fiscal) dis-
cipline. You can’t just say, ‘let’s go
back and pull a few dollars this year
from here or from there.’…If you do
that, you rob your ability to do phased
work,” Mr. Strauss said.

On the downtown district, Mr.
Strauss said he believes members of
the Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC), which runs the new special
improvement district, were initially
enthusiastic but were “insulted and
demeaned” after a battle ensued with
the township’s governing body over
the entity’s proposed budget; this re-
sulted in many members resigning
from the board of directors.

“So now, what we are left with, I
think, is basically a shell of what
otherwise would have been there,”
Mr. Strauss said. “I think it threw
back the effort of improving our busi-
ness district significantly.”

Also running for council are Demo-
crats, including incumbent Kevin
Glover, Neal LeStrange and Michael
“Mickey” Marcus and Republicans
Salvatore Trifiro, Tony Patti and Wil-
liam “Bo” Vastine. Mr. LeStrange
previously ran for council in 2006,
and Mr. Vastine ran for the state As-
sembly last year.

The Times will be conducting in-
terviews with the other candidates in
the coming weeks.
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N.J. Tax Reform Groups Call
For Immediate Tool Kit Hearings

TRENTON — As the State Legisla-
ture approaches the one-month anniver-
sary of its bipartisan approval of a 2-
percent cap on property tax increases, the
New Jersey Taxpayers Alliance has called
on the Legislature to schedule public
hearings and formally advance a package
of bills giving mayors and school boards
a toolkit to keep property taxes under the
cap without drastic service cuts.

 In a jointly signed letter to members of
the legislature, Alliance members said:
“We believe that the Governor’s pro-
posed toolkit…is what New Jersey needs
now. Among the reforms is a 2.5 percent
cap on arbitrators’ salary and benefit
awards, service sharing, more furlough
authority for municipalities, and limits
on paid vacations and sick leave. In a
state with 1,600 government entities, these
reforms will go a long way in containing
the cost of government at a more manage-
able level, one where chronic deficits and
the pressure for higher taxes are greatly
diminished.”

The group also stressed the urgency of
the toolkit. Any fundamental change to
the way local governments deliver ser-
vices deserves significant public input.
The only way to reconcile that with the
practical need of mayors for speedy ac-

tion in order to fully implement the big-
gest, most necessary changes, is for hear-
ings to begin immediately.

“Without approval by September, lo-
cal officials may not have the time to fully
implement toolkit items and reduce pres-
sure on New Jersey’s highest-in-the-na-
tion property taxes,” NJTA President Jerry
Cantrell said.

“That sets up a punishing situation for
taxpayers in which they are left with
hefty tax bills and low levels of govern-
ment service. Every day that passes with
no action from Trenton brings taxpayers
closer to that outcome. This Legislature
has already shown a willingness to work
in a bipartisan way on issues such as
pension reform and the tax cap, and tax-
payers deserve the same effort on the
toolkit,” Mr. Cantrell concluded.

Signing the letter were: Mr. Cantrell as
well as representatives of the New Jersey
Society of CPAs, New Jersey Restaurant
Association, New Jersey Taxpayers As-
sociation, New Jersey Gasoline-C Store-
Automotive Association, Commerce and
Industry Association of New Jersey, Na-
tional Taxpayers Union, Americans for
Tax Reform, GRAND Institute, Excel-
lent Education for Everyone and NFIB/
New Jersey.

For Mayor’s Gala information, call
Scotch Plains Rec. Dept. at

(908) 322-6700, ext. 1223.


