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Strauss Lists Shared Services
As Major Issue in Campaign

Lance Supports Keeping Tax
Cuts, Repealing Health Care

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) commented on every-
thing from the federal deficit to the
Afghanistan war during an interview
last Thursday.

A number of issues have gone be-
fore Congress this year, even over the
summer. Among them was a vote to
extend unemployment benefits. The
congressman voted against the mea-
sure, saying the Republican caucus
“favored extending the unemploy-
ment insurance but only if it had been
paid for, and it was not paid for.”

Clarifying statements he recently
made in support of maintaining tax
cuts for those families with annual
incomes over $250,000, he said, “I
do not want to raise taxes on anybody
in this economic climate. I believe
we are still in a recession…and that is
why I favor extending the tax cuts of
2001 and 2003,” Mr. Lance said.

“If we do not promote job creation,
particularly from small businesses,
the economy is not going to get better
as quickly as we would like,” the
congressman said. “Not only am I of
the belief that raising taxes would
harm the nascent recovery, if in in-
deed we are in a recovery, [but also]
that it would lead to fewer jobs [being
created]. This is a Congressional Dis-
trict that pays much more in taxes
than we get back from Washington.”

The congressman, who serves on
the 70-member House Financial Ser-
vices Committee, said he believes his
main responsibility is,“trying to ad-
dress the federal debt of between $13
and $14 trillion.” He said annual fed-
eral deficits are a combined $3 tril-
lion over the past two years.

He said the deficits have grown to

such high levels “because of the ane-
mic tax revenue and because we have
an unemployment rate in this country
of 9.5 percent.”

The congressman said he would
likely oppose a $26-billion stimulus,
which came before a special session
of the House this week, aimed at
helping cash-strapped states avoid
layoffs such as teachers, saying, “I
don’t think that is paid for [either].”

“It was my understanding that New
Jersey was not going to benefit greatly
from it,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance was among those Re-
publicans and Democrats supporting
the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and
Compensation Act, which would have
provided $7.4 billion in aid for 9/11
first responders who have become ill
as a result of toxins at Ground Zero.
The bill fell 20 votes short of the two-
thirds vote needed for passage due to
a procedural matter. Mr. Lance said
the bill would likely resurface in Sep-
tember, when only a simple majority
would be needed for passage.

“In the State of New York and in
the State of New Jersey, there was
overwhelming bipartisan support,”
Mr. Lance said, noting that only two
congressmen from the neighboring
states voted against the bill. “I
thought, on balance, that I should
have voted ‘yes’ and did vote ‘yes.’
New Jersey, of course, is a state that
lost more than 700 people [on 9/11].”

The congressman said he favors
repealing the Affordable Health Act
(AHA), the national healthcare law
signed by President Barack Obama,
noting he would like the law to be
replaced with malpractice medical
insurance reform along with certain
provisions in the current law such as

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
‘I CAN’T COMPETE’...Jerry Infantino of Infantino Bros. Disposal of Westfield,
left, meets with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Publisher Horace Corbin, right,
and editor Paul Peyton concerning disposal fees charged to independent haulers
at the Union County incinerator in Rahway.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – This fall,
Scotch Plains residents will have
many options at the polls, as eight
candidates are vying for three seats
on the township council.

After incumbents Jeff Strauss and
Dominick Bratti were bounced by
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties, respectively, they both filed as
Independent candidates against the
organized party slates.

In an interview at the offices of The
Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Monday, Mr.
Strauss said he felt his actions on
council “were correct and [made with]
the proper emphasis.”

“I did not wish to become part of
the election campaign as a Democrat
this year because I didn’t see the
necessity for someone being called a
‘Democrat’ and someone being called
a ‘Republican,’ because in my expe-
rience (on council), that doesn’t mat-
ter,” Mr. Strauss said. He said there
are certain “practices” by the Demo-
cratic Party “that I did not like and did

not appreciate, and felt were mis-
guided.” Although he worked well
with the Republicans on council, Mr.
Strauss sees his role as “best man-
aged independently rather than be-
coming part of an organization in
which there is some political require-
ments.”

“I did not want to get involved [in
personalities]. I just want to deal with
the issues,” he said. “We are all trying
to do certain things and that is save
money and increase efficiencies.”

Talking about the issues, Mr.
Strauss admitted that the governing
body faces a challenge with the new
2-percent cap on tax levies. He said
without exemptions for pensions,
health insurance and capital improve-
ments and borrowing, the township
would not be able to meet the lower
cap.

“Those are things we have no con-
trol over,” he said. “These items go
up greater than that (2 percent), and
there are contractual obligations that
go up greater than that. So, there is
only one alternative. We have to bal-
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Fanwood, Scotch Plains Paying
More Per Ton to Dump Trash

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Homeowners serviced
by independent trash haulers not cov-
ered by long-term contracts to dump
at the county’s garbage incinerator in
Rahway are paying $30 more per ton
than those who use trash-disposal
companies whose services are in-
cluded in municipal property taxes.

Following a federal court decision
in the mid 1990s eliminating govern-
ment waste-flow regulations, Union
County established a voluntary sys-
tem whereby 25-year contracts with
14 communities were signed to dump
at the trash-to-energy burner, with a
$50-per-ton tipping fee at that time.
Union County reestablished waste-
flow controls in February 2003 for

household and commercial waste.
The Union County Utilities Au-

thority (UCUA) has long-term con-
tracts with Clark, Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Linden, Hillside, Rahway,
Winfield Park, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Union, Summit, New Providence,
Garwood and Springfield. As reported
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
last week, the UCUA is looking to
extend those contracts through 2045.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Cranford, Kenilworth
and Berkeley Heights did not sign
contracts with the UCUA. The UCUA
and Covanta Energy, the operator of
the incinerator, are each responsible
for generating 250,000 tons of waste
annually.

In an effort to share revenues pro-

duced by the sale of electricity pro-
duced by the incinerator, the UCUA
wants to revise its 14 municipal agree-
ments by extending its contract with
Covanta Energy through 2045, or 22
years beyond when the contract was
set to expire. Covanta took over the
lease agreement from previous op-
erator Ogden Martin Systems. In ad-
dition to lowering its tipping fee from
$64.44 to $61 per ton for towns with
UCUA contracts, the county and those
towns under contract would share $4
million in revenues generated by the
facility as of January 2011, 10 per-
cent of all revenues as of 2029 and 50
percent of revenues if a five-year
extension is signed through 2050.

According to Jerry Infantino of
Westfield-based Infantino Bros. Dis-
posal, independent haulers are now
charged $95.72 per ton to dump at the
incinerator, also known as the Union
County Resource Recovery Facility
(UCRRF). He said if he had a long-
term contract with the town, he would
have to guarantee a specific amount
of tonnage per month to dump at the
UCRRF, and be charged regardless
of whether he produces the waste.

He said as part of its lease with the
UCUA, Covanta must produce
250,000 tons of waste. He said that
trash includes New York City gar-
bage, which is charged lower tipping
fees than towns like Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. The UCUA pro-
duces the remainder of the 500,000
tonnage.

Mr. Infantino questioned the
UCUA’s enforcement procedures to
stop haulers from dumping Union
County-generated garbage illegally,
saying it is hurting his business, as
customers of haulers dumping ille-
gally out-of-county are being charged
significantly less than his customers.

It costs Infantino Disposal more
than $1,500 per truckload to dump at
the Union County incinerator.

“I can go to Middlesex (County)
and dump for $400, but it is against
the law,” Mr. Infantino said. “I can’t

Paving Projects Underway
On Major County Roads

AREA — People trying to get
somewhere by using Union County
major thoroughfares in August should
prepare for detours.

Milling and paving has been com-
pleted on Springfield Avenue in
Springfield, from Hillside Avenue to
the Mill Lane in Westfield, Spring-
field Avenue in Summit from Passaic
Avenue to Morris Avenue, and Salem
Road in Union.

Mountain Avenue in Mountainside
was closed August 10-11 from Route
22 to New Providence Road, with
traffic detoured over to Route 22,
Springfield Avenue and Woodland
Drive. In Elizabeth/Roselle Park,
Galloping Hill Road will be closed
from Magie Avenue to East Westfield
Avenue around August 12.

Plainfield Avenue in Berkeley
Heights will be closed August 17-19

from Mountain Avenue to Valley
Road, with Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains closed August 19-21 from
South Avenue to Raritan Road. Traf-
fic will be detoured to Terrill Road.

Repaving work on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield is scheduled for
August 24-26 from West Broad Street
to Tamaques Park. Traffic will be
diverted onto Rahway Avenue. The
Boulevard in Kenilworth will be
closed for paving on August 31 from
the Garden State Parkway to North
Michigan Avenue. Motorists will not
be able to access Parkway North dur-
ing the two-day project.

The Union County Freeholders
board has hired Schifano Construc-
tion Corp. of Middlesex to complete
the work with funding from the
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA).

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INDEPENDENT THINKER...Scotch Plains Councilman Jeff Strauss is running
for re-election as an Independent after opting not to run again as a Democrat. He
is among eight candidates seeking three council seats. Adding to the unusual
political situation, Republican incumbent Councilman Dominick Bratti also is
bucking the establishment in seeking reelection as an Independent.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROAD WORK...Mountain Avenue in Mountainside is closed Tuesday while
crews resurface the street. The region over the next two weeks is undergoing
significant road resurfacing, causing temporary traffic diversions and delays.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TASTE OF VICTORY…Former Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks, playing for Park Beverage, got a face full of dirt after
diving into third base in the eighth inning of the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League “A” Division championship game at
Jerseyland Field on August 10. Park Beverage defeated the defending champions, Stage House, 13-5.
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Fanwood to Protest Water Rate
Hike Proposed by American Water

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr announced at Tuesday night’s
council meeting that the borough
council would be drafting a letter to
the state’s Board of Public Utilities
(BPU), which governs the New Jer-
sey American Water Company, in
regards to their 15 to 22 percent rate
increase in services. America Water
services 17 New Jersey counties in-
cluding Union County.

Mayor Mahr said the increase is
“unacceptable and offensive espe-
cially when we are living in a world
of a 2 percent cap (on tax levies

effective in next year’s budgets).”
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell

also noted that thousands of dollars
must be spent to fill all of the
borough’s fire hydrants “whether we
use them or not.”

The council also passed a procla-
mation in support of the state’s Over
the Limit Arrest 2010 Statewide
Crackdown against drunk driving.

According to Councilman Anthony
Parenti, the borough’s former police
chief, this crackdown will increase
impaired driving enforcement to
Fanwood as well as the entire state,
during the weeks of August 20
through September 6 to combat alco-
hol-related accidents and fatalities.

Mr. Parenti noted that 31 percent


