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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Photo Credit for Jazz
Night Correction

The front-page photographs last
week of the Jazz Night in Westfield
should have credited Gene Jannotti.
We regret the error. His complete photo
album can be viewed at goleader.com/
photos/10aug03-WF-Jazz/.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JAZZ NIGHT SONGSTER..This up-and-coming musician plays along during last Tuesday’s Sweet Sounds of  Jazz Festival
in Westfield.  The concerts will continue through the end of the month.
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Lance Supports Keeping Tax
Cuts, Repealing Health Act

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) commented on every-
thing from the federal deficit to the
Afghanistan war during an interview
last Thursday.

A number of issues have gone be-
fore Congress this year, even over the
summer. Among them was a vote to
extend unemployment benefits. The
congressman voted against the mea-
sure, saying the Republican caucus
“favored extending the unemploy-
ment insurance but only if it had been
paid for, and it was not paid for.”

Clarifying statements he recently
made in support of maintaining tax
cuts for those families with annual
incomes over $250,000, he said, “I
do not want to raise taxes on anybody
in this economic climate. I believe
we are still in a recession…and that is
why I favor extending the tax cuts of
2001 and 2003,” Mr. Lance said.

“If we do not promote job creation,
particularly from small businesses,
the economy is not going to get better
as quickly as we would like,” the
congressman said. “Not only am I of
the belief that raising taxes would
harm the nascent recovery, if in in-
deed we are in a recovery, [but also]
that it would lead to fewer jobs [being
created]. This is a Congressional Dis-
trict that pays much more in taxes
than we get back from Washington.”

The congressman, who serves on
the 70-member House Financial Ser-
vices Committee, said he believes his
main responsibility is, “trying to ad-
dress the federal debt of between $13

and $14 trillion.” He said annual fed-
eral deficits are a combined $3 tril-
lion over the past two years.

He said the deficits have grown to
such high levels “because of the ane-
mic tax revenue and because we have
an unemployment rate in this country
of 9.5 percent.”

The congressman said he would
likely oppose a $26-billion stimulus,
which came before a special session
of the House this week, aimed at
helping cash-strapped states avoid
layoffs such as teachers, saying, “I
don’t think that is paid for [either].”

“It was my understanding that New
Jersey was not going to benefit greatly
from it,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance was among those Re-
publicans and Democrats supporting
the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and
Compensation Act, which would have
provided $7.4 billion in aid for 9/11
first responders who have become ill
as a result of toxins at Ground Zero.
The bill fell 20 votes short of the two-
thirds vote needed for passage due to
a procedural matter. Mr. Lance said
the bill would likely resurface in Sep-
tember, when only a simple majority
would be needed for passage.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
‘I CAN’T COMPETE’...Jerry Infantino Infantino Bros. Disposal of Westfield,
left, meets with Westfield Leader Publisher Horace Corbin, right, and editor Paul
Peyton concerning disposal fees charged to independent haulers at the Union
County incinerator in Rahway.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield, SP, FW Paying $30
More Per Ton to Dump Trash

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Homeowners ser-
viced by independent trash haulers
not covered by long-term contracts to
dump at the county’s garbage incin-
erator in Rahway are paying $30 more
per ton than those who use trash-
disposal companies whose services
are included in municipal property
taxes.

Following a federal court decision
in the mid 1990s eliminating govern-
ment waste-flow regulations, Union
County established a voluntary sys-
tem whereby 25-year contracts with
14 communities were signed to dump
at the trash-to-energy burner, with a
$50-per-ton tipping fee at that time.

Union County reestablished waste-
flow controls in February 2003 for
household and commercial waste.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) has long-term con-
tracts with Clark, Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Linden, Hillside, Rahway,
Winfield Park, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Union, Summit, New Providence,
Garwood and Springfield. As reported
by The Westfield Leader last week,
the UCUA is looking to extend those
contracts through 2045.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Cranford, Kenilworth
and Berkeley Heights did not sign
contracts with the UCUA. The UCUA
and Covanta Energy, the operator of
the incinerator, are each responsible

for generating 250,000 tons of waste
annually.

In an effort to share revenues pro-
duced by the sale of electricity pro-
duced by the incinerator, the UCUA
wants to revise its 14 municipal agree-
ments by extending its contract with
Covanta Energy through 2045, or 22
years beyond when the contract was
set to expire. Covanta took over the
lease agreement from previous op-
erator Ogden Martin Systems. In ad-
dition to lowering its tipping fee from
$64.44 to $61 per ton for towns with
UCUA contracts, the county and those
towns under contract would share $4
million in revenues generated by the
facility as of January 2011, 10 per-
cent of all revenues as of 2029 and 50
percent of revenues if a five-year
extension is signed through 2050.

According to Jerry Infantino of
Westfield-based Infantino Bros. Dis-
posal, independent haulers are now
charged $95.72 per ton to dump at the
incinerator, also known as the Union
County Resource Recovery Facility
(UCRRF). He said if he had a long-
term contract with the town, he would
have to guarantee a specific amount
of tonnage per month to dump at
UCRRF, and be charged regardless
of whether he produces the waste.

He said as part of its lease with the
UCUA, Covanta must produce
250,000 tons of waste. He said that
trash includes New York City gar-
bage, which is charged lower tipping
fees than towns like Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. The UCUA pro-
duces the remainder of the 500,000
tonnage.

Mr. Infantino questioned the
UCUA’s enforcement procedures to
stop haulers from dumping Union
County-generated garbage illegally,
saying it is hurting his business, as
customers of haulers dumping ille-
gally out of county are being charged
significantly less than his customers.

It costs Infantino Disposal more
than $1,500 per truckload to dump at
the Union County incinerator.

“I can go to Middlesex (County)
and dump for $400, but it is against
the law,” Mr. Infantino said. “I can’t

Paving Projects Underway
On Major County Roads

AREA — Individuals trying to get
somewhere by using Union County’s
major thoroughfares in August should
prepare for detours.

Milling and paving has been com-
pleted on Springfield Avenue, in Spring-
field, from Hillside Avenue to the Mill
Lane in Westfield, Springfield Avenue
in Summit from Passaic Avenue to
Morris Avenue, and Salem Road in
Union.

Mountain Avenue in Mountainside
was closed August 10-11 from Route 22
to New Providence Road, with traffic
detoured over to Route 22, Springfield
Avenue and Woodland Drive. Gallop-
ing Hill Road in Elizabeth/ Roselle Park
will be closed from Magie Avenue to
East Westfield Avenue around August
12.

Plainfield Avenue in Berkeley Heights

will be closed August 17-19 from Moun-
tain Avenue to Valley Road, with Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains closed August
19-21 from South Avenue to Raritan
Road. Traffic will be detoured to Terrill
Road.

Repaving work on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield is scheduled for Au-
gust 24-26 from West Broad Street to
Tamaques Park. Traffic will be diverted
onto Rahway Avenue. The Boulevard in
Kenilworth will be closed for paving on
August 31 from the Garden State Park-
way to North Michigan Avenue. Motor-
ists will not be able to access the Park-
way North during the two-day project.

The Union County Freeholders board
has hired Schifano Construction Corp.
of Middlesex to complete the work,
with funding from the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BE PREPARED TO STOP...Mountain Avenue in Mountainside is closed Tuesday
while crews resurface the street. The region, over the next month, is undergoing
significant road resurfacing, causing temporary traffic diversions and delays.Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

MEET THE PRESS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R, 7th Congressional District) meets
with the editors of The Westfield Leader last Thursday to review affairs in
Washington. Pictured, left to right, are: Congressional aide Ron Holden, Pub-
lisher Horace Corbin, Congressional District Director Amanda Woloshen, Assis-
tant Publisher and Sports Editor Dave Corbin, Editor Paul Peyton,  Rep. Leonard
Lance, Editor Suzette Stalker and Editor Michael Pollack.

DWC Looks to New Businesses,
Reviews 5K, WF in Bloom Contest

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of di-
rectors of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) met Monday
night and analyzed the recent 5K
“Pizza Run.” They also discussed the
aftermath of the Westfield in Bloom
promotion and the many stores
transitioning right now in the busi-
ness district.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin said this year’s Downtown
Westfield 5K Race and Pizza Ex-
travaganza looks like it will turn a
modest profit. She said the goal of the
race is not profit, but to create a
positive Westfield experience for par-
ticipants.

Weather this year was hot and hu-
mid, with rain threatening prior to the
race. However, Mother Nature held
out, and the race went off as scheduled.
One participant was transported to the
hospital, believed to be a victim of the
heat. Six hundred and thirty pizzas
from Cosimo’s, Ferraro’s and Buona
Pizza were served during the event.

Tyler Maccubbin, a summer intern
with the DWC, analyzed the 5K Race;
details of his findings revealed that of

the 2,578 registrants, 423 (or 16.4
percent) did not finish the race. An-
other 950 (or 37 percent) came from
multi-participant households, a point
taken to highlight family participa-
tion in the event. Also, several run-
ners came from both neighboring
Pennsylvania and New York; in addi-
tion, runners also participated from
non-bordering states, including
Connecticut, Maine, Colorado, Illinois,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Campaign Has
Independent Twist This Year

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The munici-
pal election for three seats on the
township council in Scotch Plains
took a twist this year, when two in-
cumbents bucked the local Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties to run
as Independents.

After being bounced by the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties, respec-
tively, incumbents Jeff Strauss and
Dominick Bratti chose to run as Inde-
pendents. Also running for council
this election season are Democratic
incumbent Kevin Glover as well as
fellow Democrats Neal LeStrange and
Michael “Mickey” Marcus, in addi-
tion to Republicans Salvatore Trifiro,
Tony Patti and William “Bo” Vastine.
Mr. LeStrange previously ran for
council in 2006, and Mr. Vastine ran
for the state Assembly last year.

In an interview at the offices of The
Westfield Leader on Monday, Mr.
Strauss said he “did not wish to be-
come part of the election campaign
as a Democrat this year because I
didn’t see the necessity for someone
being called a ‘Democrat’ and some-
one being called a ‘Republican,’ be-

cause in my experience [on council],
that doesn’t matter,” Mr. Strauss said.

Although he worked well with the
Republicans on council, Mr. Strauss
sees his role as “best managed inde-
pendently rather than becoming part
of an organization in which there is
some political requirements.”

“I did not want to get involved [in
personalities]. I just want to deal with
the issues,” he said.

Mr. Strauss said he sees the shared-
services initiative between Scotch
Plains and Fanwood as the number
one campaign issue. He noted that a
$48,000 study has been completed,
by consultant Dan Mason of Jersey
Professional Management. Mr.
Strauss serves on the Shared Ser-
vices Study Committee.

The report, which he supports, rec-
ommends the merger of the Fanwood
and Scotch Plains police departments,
public works departments and con-
struction offices. The two recreation
departments would continue to oper-
ate independently, although the
Scotch Plains department would
handle some of duties of the smaller
Fanwood Recreation Department.
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