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POLICE BLOTTER

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 756 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.tewnj.org   908-232-6770

Two Great Opportunities to Get 
Acquainted with Temple Emanu-El… 
Friday, August 20,  7:00 - 7:45 p.m.
Meet & Greet for Prospective New Members
Erev Shabbat Service begins at 7:45 p.m. 
Stay for an “Ice Cream Sundae” Oneg Shabbat following the service.

Friday, September 3,  7:00 - 7:45 p.m.
Meet & Greet for Prospective New Members
Shabbat Hallelu musical Shabbat service begins at 7:45 p.m. 
Stay for the Oneg Shabbat following the service.

Come see for yourself how you can make a home at  
Temple Emanu-El.

Rabbi Douglas B. Sagal
Cantor Martha T. Novick
Rabbi Erin Glazer    
Carolyn Shane, Executive Director
David Gronlund-Jacob, Religious School Principal
Jill Cimafonte, Early Childhood Education Director

Behold how beautiful it is when 
we dwell together.
                                 - Psalm 133:1

SERVING THEIR COMMUNITY…The Westfield Service League added nine
new provisional members to its ranks at its annual meeting in June. They will help
serve the non-profit organization’s various charitable endeavors. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Deirdre Gelinne, Tracie Milford, Kim Taylor, Marcia Goodfriend,
Jacqueline Pitre, Bernie Mintz and Tara Bozetarnik. Not pictured are Elisa
Fitzmaurice and Carol Geraghty. For more information, visit
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com.

Residents Invited to Train
As Master Tree Stewards

COUNTY – Union County resi-
dents will have an opportunity to
take a series of free guided learning
tours in some of the region’s most
scenic conservation areas this fall,
then share their knowledge with
fourth-grade students, as part of the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension’s 4-
H Union County Master Tree Stew-
ard Program. This program certifies
adult volunteers to help youngsters
learn about the importance of trees
in the environment.

No teaching experience is neces-
sary to become a certified Master
Tree Steward. Individuals just need

to sign up for a series of training
sessions guided by experts from the
Extension, which is supported in
part by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Most of the training consists of
field trips to the Great Swamp,
Rutgers Helyar Woods and other
nearby conservation areas. Transpor-
tation is provided for the field trips.

The next series of Master Tree
Steward training classes will begin
on Wednesday, September 15. The
entire series is offered free of charge,
including trips, transportation and
classroom materials. For more in-
formation, contact 4-H Agent James
Nichnadowicz at (908) 654-9854 or
nichnadowicz@aesop.rutgers.edu.

The 4-H Youth Development Pro-
gram is part of Rutgers Cooperative
Extension and prohibits discrimina-
tion in all programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation
or marital or family status. Rutgers
Cooperative Extension is an Equal
Opportunity Program Provider and
Employer.

*Free week may be redeemed on first visit or exchanged for special membership discount. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. 
©2010 Curves International, Inc.

Experience a workout that really works in our new, convenient location. 

Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group so you can burn 

up to 500 calories, and there’s always a trainer to teach and motivate.

Now Curves works 
even better for you.

TRY ONE WEEK FREE* 
AT OUR NEW LOCATION

908-757-2400,
fanwoodnjcurves@aol.com

222 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey  07023

CURVES WORKS WITH SILVER SNEAKERS

curves.com

Here Are Tips for Staying Afloat and
Avoiding Underwater Mortgages

By Judy Appleby

Many New Jersey families are strug-
gling to meet their monthly mortgage
payments and reports indicate that New
Jersey currently ranks 11th in the na-
tion for foreclosure filings. Prolonged
unemployment and other financial pres-
sures are forcing many Garden State
residents to take a close look at the
balance of their mortgage and the value
in their homes. These families are find-
ing that they may owe more than their
home is currently worth.

The challenge is compounded for
homeowners who can neither pay the
mortgage nor reap enough profit from
the sale of a home to pay off the
balance of their mortgage.

Until the state and national econo-
mies rebound, as surely they will, the
forecast for foreclosures remains
grim. But, by recognizing the diffi-
culties that a homeowner faces and
taking quick action, solutions can be
found. Help is available and making
a call is the first step toward recovery.

New Jersey’s roughly 48,000
realtors are among the resources avail-
able for those in danger of, or, cur-
rently experiencing mortgage pay-
ment difficulties. As experts in the
housing market, realtors can help
homeowners determine the current
value of their home and identify the
programs that might be available to
improve their situation.

Missing mortgage payments should
be a signal that it is time to move
quickly to get help to avoid losing a
home.

Contacting the lender should be the
first step. Lenders may be able to modify
the loan or offer an opportunity for a
homeowner to refinance under new
conditions. Being prepared for this call
with all documentation is important.

The foreclosure process involves
numerous stages and notifications and
can be avoided if it is early enough in
the process. If the lender cannot make
any adjustments to the mortgage pay-
ment, there may be some adjustments
that homeowners can make person-
ally to improve their financial situa-
tion. Housing counselors certified by
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) can of-
fer free advice to homeowners.

The federal Making Home Afford-
able Program offers two options that
can help homeowners facing financial
difficulty. The Home Affordable Refi-
nance Program (HARP) and Home

Affordable Modification Program
(HAMP) are each designed to evalu-
ate a current loan agreement and opti-
mize the terms to make payments
easier to afford. HARP is designed for
residents who are current on their
mortgages; HAMP is for those who
are in default, or behind on their mort-
gage payments. In both cases, lenders
are encouraged to extend the life of the
loan from 30 to 40 years, or decrease
the interest rate, among other options,
to lower monthly payments. More in-
formation is available on
www.makinghomeaffordable.gov.

The New Jersey judiciary has be-
gun a program to assist homeowners
if foreclosure proceedings have al-
ready begun. Assistance is available
in the form of free housing counse-
lors to review financial status, attor-
neys who can help review legal docu-
mentation and negotiate, and neutral
mediators to help homeowners and
lenders find agreeable solutions to
mortgage difficulty. Visit
www.NJForeclosureMediation.org
or call (888) 989-5277.

Dial 2-1-1 or access
www.nj211.org. This partnership
between non-profit organizations and
the State of New Jersey offers infor-
mation on housing assistance, sup-
port for paying utilities and other
helpful community programs to help
homeowners avoid foreclosure.

Another option in avoiding fore-
closure is to consider a “short sale.” A
short sale is a transaction in which
the home is sold for less than the
amount required to pay off the liens
on the property. Short sales can help
homeowners recover some home
value and preserve some of their
credit. However, these transactions
can be complicated. It is recom-
mended that homeowners contact a
knowledgeable realtor to help navi-
gate a short-sale transaction and mar-
ket the property to potential buyers.

Consumers should only deal with
certified counselors, legitimate gov-
ernment entities or realtors who are
knowledgeable in addressing finan-
cial difficulties. Financial problems
can be overcome, but reaching that
goal will only happen in partnership
with professionals. When research-
ing a company from which to seek
assistance, make sure the counselor
and/or agency is certified by HUD.
The HUD website, www.hud.gov,
includes a list of federally approved
agencies. A reputable company will
not charge for this service.

Additional resources can be found
on the New Jersey Association of
Realtors consumer website,
REALstoryNJ.com. Information will
also be available on an upcoming
webinar, or web-based seminar, on
the site where members of the public
can hear from certified government
and nonprofit agencies that special-
ize in helping financially distressed
residents to stay afloat.

Residents of Union County are en-
couraged to visit REALstoryNJ.com/
realtor_search or contact the Greater
Union County Association of Real-
tors office at (908) 232-9000 to find
a local realtor who can help address
any questions or concerns regarding
retaining their home.

Judy Appleby is president of the
New Jersey Association of Realtors.

Westfield
Monday, July 26, Hassien Cody, 49,

of Jersey City was arrested on the 300
block of West South Avenue and
charged with shoplifting. Cody was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Tuesday, July 27, a resident of the
200 block of Livingston Street re-
ported a burglary at her home and the
theft of $9,375 worth of jewelry. The
incident occurred sometime between
July 20 and July 27, according to the
victim.

Wednesday, July 28, Benjamin L.
Carter, 31, of Westfield was arrested
at Garwood police headquarters on
an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant in the amount of $500. He was
processed and released after posting
the full bail.

Wednesday, July 28, Ralph N.
Rotondo, 19, of Westfield was ar-
rested on outstanding traffic warrants
from Westfield, in the amount of $443;
Cranford, $411, and Scotch Plains,
$89, pursuant to an investigation in a
municipal lot located off of Central
Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, July 28, Gillian
Pszenica-Scorcia, 24, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) pursu-
ant to an investigation on the 100
block of West Dudley Avenue. She
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, July 28, a resident of
the 700 block of Embree Crescent

reported an incident of fraud. The
victim rented property online, after
which the renter cancelled the deal
but did not refund the victim’s money.

Thursday, July 29, Tyre Murphy,
21, of Newark was arrested on the
100 block of Central Avenue and
charged with theft by deception for
allegedly attempting to cash a fraudu-
lent check at a bank. He was pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance.

Thursday, July 29, a motor vehicle
belonging to a Winfield Park resident
was the target of criminal mischief.
The damage is believed to have oc-
curred between 12:30 and 5:30 p.m.
on July 29, while the vehicle was
parked in the area of Washington Street,
just off of Central Avenue. The driver’s
side door was scratched with an un-
known object; the value of the damage
was unknown at the time of the report.

Friday, July 30, Ishmael Harrison,
23, of Roselle was arrested at West
South Avenue and Tuttle Parkway on a
criminal warrant from Elizabeth in the
amount of $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in default of bail.

Friday, July 30, an assault was re-
ported on the 100 block of Elm Street.
An employee at a medical facility
said a patient assaulted her on July
29. The victim’s forearm was
scratched and she sought medical
treatment on her own. No charges
have been filed at this time, accord-

ing to police.
Friday, July 30, the owner of a con-

struction company reported the theft
of a Makita 73cc 14-inch gas-pow-
ered power cutter from a job site on the
700 block of Boulevard. The theft
occurred between July 26 and July 27.
The total value of the theft is $300.

Saturday, July 31, a resident of the
500 block of Lawrence Avenue re-
ported the theft of a bicycle from her
front lawn. The item is described as a
blue Trek mountain bicycle with an
approximate value of $200. Currently,
there are no suspects or witnesses to
the event, according to police.

Monday, August 2, Rytis
Vaitekonis, 22, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on East Broad Street near North
Avenue on an outstanding
Woodbridge warrant in the amount
of $750. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
processed but was unable to post bail.
Vaitekonis was turned over to the
Woodbridge Police Department.

Tuesday, August 3, Manual Serpa,
Jr., 26, of South Amboy was arrested
at Middlesex Borough police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield
warrant in the amount of $68. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and held in lieu
of bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, July 27, the manager of a

swim club reported being the victim
of criminal mischief after someone
damaged a gate leading to the pump
house.

Tuesday, July 27, a resident of East
Second Street reported that after he
refinanced his house in February
2010, someone fraudulently took out
a line of credit on his house and
charged $10,000 on the account with-
out his knowledge.

Tuesday, July 27, a resident of
Ramapo Way reported that someone
entered his home sometime in the
morning through an unlocked door
and, once inside, removed approxi-
mately $2,000 worth of jewelry.

Wednesday, July 28, a resident of
Michael Lane reported that sometime
during the day, someone entered his
home and removed several thousand
dollars in cash. According to police,
there was no sign of forced entry.

Thursday, July 29, the head
groundskeeper at a grammar school
reported that, in an act of criminal
mischief, someone drove over the
baseball field in a motor vehicle. The
incident caused damage to the field.

Friday, July 30, Terrell Peterson,
24, of Somerset was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue on an outstanding Newark
warrant in the amount of $500. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Friday, July 30, a resident of West
Broad Street reported that, in an act
of criminal mischief, someone
scratched the side of his motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in front of
his house.

Friday, July 30, David Contreras,
27, of Newark was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant
in the amount of $350. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 31, David Gardner,
43, of Hillside was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
on an outstanding Trenton warrant in
the amount of $420. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, August 1, Tiffany Fuller, 33,
of Irvington was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 on an
outstanding East Orange warrant in the
amount of $567. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 1, David Basilio-
Zapata, 24, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on an outstanding war-
rant out of East Orange in the amount
of $114. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, August 1, Gordon Phelps,
18, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop, at which time the officer
smelled the strong odor of alcohol.
According to police, Phelps failed
multiple field sobriety tests given at
the scene and he was placed under
arrest. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Monday, July 26, the owner of a

business on South Avenue reported
that someone removed I-beams, val-
ued at $4,000, from the back of his
establishment.

Wednesday, July 28, Larry Coo-
per, 52, of Franklin Park was arrested
on multiple outstanding warrants,
totaling $600, after police responded
to a report of a suspicious motor
vehicle parked in LaGrande Park and
found him asleep in his vehicle. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
South Plainfield Police Department
for failure to post bail.

Saturday, July 31, Salvatore
Vigiovanni, 33, of Clark was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road on an outstand-
ing Rahway warrant. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the
Rahway Police Department for fail-
ure to post bail.

Saturday, July 31, Fernando
Johnson, 35, of South Plainfield was
arrested and charged with unlawful
possession of a handgun after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. Ac-
cording to police, Johnson was driv-
ing with a suspended license and
registration at the time of the motor
vehicle stop, and the officer called
for a tow truck for the vehicle. During
the process of towing the vehicle, the
handgun was found under the seat,
and Johnson was arrested, police said.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail set at $2,500.

Saturday, July 31, Alexander
Santana, 19, of Linden was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Elizabeth after police responded to a
report of individuals soliciting door-
to-door on the 90 block of Glenwood
Road. According to police, Santana
did not have a canvassing permit,
although a subsequent investigation
produced the permit. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 1, Dennis Will-
iams, 62, of Fanwood was arrested on
a contempt of court warrant out of
Fanwood while walking on the 100
block of South Avenue. According to
police, an officer on routine patrol
who had knowledge of the warrant
observed Williams and made the ar-
rest. Williams was transported to
headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Union County jail.

Sunday, August 1, Clinton
Stevenson, Jr., 28, of Edison was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road on an outstand-
ing $250 Piscataway warrant. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on his own
recognizance with a new court date.

Monday, August 2, Jamar Green, 26,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to Plainfield
authorities after failing to post bail.

Tuesday, August 3, Randolph
Holder, 46, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the
200 block of Terrill Road on out-
standing warrants out of Newark and
Union, totaling $255. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Walk For Autism
On Tap October 3

AREA – The Handleman Walk for
Autism will take place on Sunday,
October 3, beginning at 10 a.m. at
Rutgers Gardens, located on Ryders
Lane in New Brunswick. D.O.O.R.S.,
Inc., a 501C not-for-profit parent or-
ganization of the Douglass Develop-
mental Disabilities Center (DDDC),
Rutgers, the State University of New
Jersey, will sponsor the event.

All proceeds will benefit students,
adult clients and families of the
DDDC impacted by autism. For spon-
sorship and more information, visit
doorsnj.org or contact Ed Jacobson
at (908) 868-2910 or
e.jacobson23@comcast.net, or
Lauren Handleman at
laurenhandleman@aol.com.


