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Lawmakers Get Mixed
Grades on Environment

TRENTON — Environment New
Jersey’s biannual report shows the av-
erage state legislator’s score dipped to
55 percent, a drop of 20 percent from
the prior report. The group ranked
lawmaker votes on solar energy, de-
velopment and energy-savings bills.

Locally, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield), the Republican
leader in the Senate, and Nicholas
Scutari (LD-22, Linden), a Demo-
crat, scored grades of 50 and 63 per-
cent, respectively.

In the Assembly, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) garnered
a grade of 38 percent, while Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Sum-
mit) received a grade of 40 percent.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood) was given a 75-
percent grading on environmental is-
sues, while Assemblyman Jerry Green
(LD-22, Plainfield) received a 63-
percent mark.

Four lawmakers, Senators Bob
Smith (LD-17, Piscataway) and
Shirley Turner (LD-15, Trenton) and
Assembly members Linda Greenstein
(LD-14, Monroe Twn.) and Peter
Barnes (LD-18, Edison) all Demo-
crats, achieved perfect scores. Four
others, Assembly members Alison
McHose (LD-24, Sparta), Gary
Chiusano (LD-24, Sparta), Jay
Webber and the now-retired Rick
Merkt (Morris County), all Republi-
cans, scored zeros.

Bills Ranked on Environment New
Jersey’s Legislative Scorecard are:

A-2867, The Permit Extension Act
of 2008, which extended outdated
development permits until July 1,
2010, “allowing developers to meet
weaker standards than those recently
adopted to tackle persistent environ-
mental problems, such as water pol-
lution,” according to Environment
New Jersey; A-4347, The Permit
Extension Act of 2009, which ex-
tended the Permit Extension Act of
2008 an additional two and a half
years; A-4345, legislation the group
said “delays and weakens new pro-
tections for New Jersey’s water sup-
ply and over 275,000 acres of envi-
ronmentally-sensitive lands.” Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine vetoed this bill as
one of his last acts of office.

Also reviewed was A-3740, a bill
that would prohibit municipalities
from adopting ordinances against
small wind turbines for homeowners
and businesses; A-3520, The Solar
Advancement Act, a bill mandating
yearly solar schedule between now
and 2026, ensuring that, by 2026, the
state will be generating enough solar
to power the equivalent of 600,000
New Jersey households; A-1558, the
solar homes bill, requiring developers
to offer solar power to customers prior

to commencing new home construc-
tion; S-702, legislation promoting con-
struction of energy-saving buildings
by allowing the state Department of
Community Affairs to amend the state’s
building construction code and require
more energy-efficient buildings in New
Jersey, and A-2806, which added $9
million to the state parks and forests
budget for Fiscal Year 2009, staving off
planned closures announced by Gov.
Corzine in April 2008.
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LOCAL PRODUCT…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), right, met with astronauts
from the recent Space Shuttle Atlantis crew regarding their mission to the
International Space Station and their efforts to repair the Hubble Telescope in
space. Among the astronauts was Commander Kenneth Ham, a 1983 graduate of
Arthur L. Johnson High School in Clark.

Deadline Extended for BOEs,
Towns to Join Solar Program

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) extended the deadline for
local governments to sign up for its
renewable-energy program; towns
now have until the end of August. The
county anticipates a 25-percent sav-
ings in energy costs. The county is
bonding $45 million to place solar
panels on 49 buildings as part of the
program.

The initiative has been offered to
all municipalities, public school dis-
tricts and local authorities within
Union County. The UCIA is looking
to sign a power purchase agreement
with a private entity which would be
eligible to receive federal energy cred-
its in return for providing solar equip-
ment and energy at no cost to towns
and school districts, Steve Perlman,
an attorney with Decotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole and Wisler, LLP, told the board
at a meeting last year.

The program includes renewable-
energy sources such as solar panels
or wind devices, which will installed
on buildings or grounds identified by
each participating entity.

The UCIA has said the goal of the
program is to reduce towns’ and
school districts’ dependence on retail
electricity while not requiring any
out-of-pocket costs. It has contracted
with the PMK Group, Inc. of Cranford
as its energy consultant on the project.

According to county spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia, the County of
Union, Springfield, Hillside, Linden,
Roselle and the Garwood and New
Providence boards of education have
all passed resolutions to join the pro-
gram. The Plainfield, Roselle Park
and Hillside boards of educations, as
well as Rahway, Summit, Cranford,
Union County College’s Cranford
campus and the Morris-Union Join-
ture are considering resolutions to
join the program.

Mountainside, Berkeley Heights
and New Providence have opted not
to consider resolutions to join the
program.

Jonathan Williams, an attorney with
Decotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole and Wisler,
LLP, counsel to the UCIA, told the
board “the county will spend zero
dollars” for the program. The debt to
be funded by the county to initiate the
program would be repaid by the pri-
vate entity.

He said participating towns and
school boards “will incur no expense
associated with the installation of the
panels.”

“Instead, the private vendor will
put the panel arrays on roofs and on
parking lots. And the municipality or
the school board…will continue to
own those buildings. The improve-
ment authority will own the solar
arrays, leased to a private vendor.
The private vendor will repay the
debt,” Mr. Williams said.

Mr. Williams said the vendor would
receive solar-energy credits to sell on
the marketplace. “And after a certain
amount of time has gone by, the rev-
enues from those sales would be
shared with the county,” Mr. Will-

iams told the freeholders. “The bal-
ance of the money [for the vendor to
repay the county] comes from the
sale of electricity generated by the
towns.”

He said Morris County, which has
a similar program, saw a 25-percent
reduction in energy bills through the
installation of solar panels. “We an-
ticipate similar benefits for all of the
participating municipalities, school
boards and including your county
buildings.”

Kenilworth resident John Bury said
Morris County is spending $22.3
million, with anticipated savings of
$2.3 million over 15 years on its
program; Rutgers University spent
$10 million to convert sunlight into
electricity, with savings of $200,000
in energy costs.

“Now, Union County wants to
wants to bond for $45 million to put
solar panels on 49 buildings they’ve
identified. Even ignoring the [time
and money], it would take Rutgers 50
years and Morris County 145 years to
turn a profit. So, what’s so hot about
solar panels?” Mr. Bury asked.

Mr. Bury said his “theory” is that
the county could not generate enough
participants and, thus, is putting most
of the panels on county-owned build-
ings.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to enter into a
shared-services agreement with
Bergen County’s Wellness Discount
Program, which, once implemented,
is anticipated to save residents 10 to
50 percent on prescription medica-
tions. According to a Bergen County
brochure, the card can be used for
those persons without prescription-
drug benefits or as a substitute for
those whose insurance plans do not
cover specific prescriptions.

Frank Guzzo, the county’s director
of human services, said there would
be no administrative or registration
fees charged to the county or resi-
dents to use the program. Union
County would receive 50 cents every
time a Wellness discount card is used.
There are also no income or age re-
strictions to join the program.

The discount program includes
prescription cards, hearing exams and
hearing aids; vision exams, eye-
glasses, contact lenses and lasik eye
surgery; dental care, diabetic sup-
plies, pet medications as well as a
teeth-widening system.

Allan Caan, who runs the Bergen
County program, told the Union
County Freeholders that Bergen
County has partnered with United
Networks of America for its program.
Others counties that offer wellness
programs include Essex, Mercer,
Gloucester, Salem, Passaic and
Hudson Counties. He said each of the
different services have toll free num-
bers included in the brochures for
those persons seeking more informa-
tion.

The freeholders will hold an agenda
meeting tonight, August 5, and a regu-
lar meeting on Thursday, August 19.
Freeholder meetings are held in the
county’s administration building in
Elizabeth and begin at 7 p.m.

Bramnick Sponsors
Shore Video Contest
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) is spon-
soring a video contest to capture the
real summer fun of the Jersey Shore –
not the antics of Jersey wannabes be-
ing seen on the MTV reality show.

“This is the situation. MTV thinks
it captured the Jersey Shore. We know
better. Let’s show them what it’s re-
ally like Down the Shore on our sandy
beaches and fantastic boardwalks,”
Assemblyman Bramnick said.

As the second season of MTV’s
“Jersey Shore” premieres, Mr.
Bramnick challenged the show to
compete with videos showing a true
picture of life “Down the Shore.”

Contestants are encouraged to sub-
mit 30-second video clips to
asmbramnick@njleg.org. Entries
must be submitted by Tuesday, Au-
gust 31. A panel of legislators from
the Jersey Shore area will judge them.
Assemblyman Bramnick will person-
ally sponsor prizes for the winners.
The finalists will be premiered at a
movie night.

Lautenberg Thanked for
Funding Fam. Servives

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) has
applauded U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg for sponsoring an amend-
ment that just advanced in Congress,
which would expand access to fam-
ily-planning services for women
around the globe.

“I am so grateful that Senator
Lautenberg understands the impor-
tance of ensuring that women every-
where, including in developing na-
tions, have access to the vital services
provided by family planning centers.
Unfortunately, in New Jersey, the
Governor has turned his back on
women by denying them access to
birth control and other preventative
services, which will inevitably lead to
an increase in abortions,” Mrs. Stender
said. “Women lacking health insur-
ance in New Jersey may now have to
travel to third-world countries in order
to access these services.”

Kean Wants Bi-Partisan
Meetings on Gaming
TRENTON — Senate Republican

Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21 Westfield)
issued the following statement regard-
ing the composition of the Legislative
panel that will consider Governor Chris
Christie’s proposed changes to New
Jersey’s gaming industry:

“It’s unacceptable to inject parti-
san politics into the modernization
of major industries in New Jersey’s
economy. The long-term futures of
gaming and horse farming cross
geographic and ideological bound-
aries. ...I hope that the Senate lead-
ership reconsiders their position and
opens a seat at the table for Repub-
licans.”

Sen. Scutari: Enforcement
Is Key to Oyster Project

TRENTON – Senator Nicholas
Scutari (LD-21, Linden) last week sent
a letter to Department of Environmen-
tal Protection Commissioner Robert
Martin expressing concern over a re-
cent department decision to shut down
the New York/New Jersey Baykeeper
oyster project, which aids in reducing
pollution in the Raritan Bay.

The DEP sent a directive to the
Baykeeper on July 15 instructing it to
remove its experimental oyster reef
from the Hudson-Raritan Estuary out
of concern that the shellfish could be
illegally poached. The DEP contends
that sickness caused by illegally
poached oysters making their way
into the market could damage the
state’s shellfish industry.

In his letter to the Commissioner,
Senator Scutari stressed the impor-
tance of the oysters, which he said
provide a cleansing mechanism in
the polluted Raritan Bay through a
natural filtering process in which they
take large amounts of water through
their bodies and retain pollutants. The
process helps to reduce pollution and
to rebuild the ecosystem in the waters.

The Senator also emphasized that
a number of factors significantly de-
creases the likelihood that poaching
will occur, most notably that the oys-
ters are a fraction of the size of com-
mercially produced oysters, making
them unattractive to the market.

Further, the Senator said, the DEP

already is required to increase patrols
of shell fisheries to comply with U.S.
Food and Drug Administration rules,
a move which would also guard against
potential poaching, Sen. Scutari said.

“I submit that the answer to the
perceived problem of Baykeeper oys-
ters finding their way into the food
supply and thereby harming consum-
ers and the shellfish industry is effec-
tive and proper enforcement — rather
than dismantlement of a project de-
signed to benefit the environment
and ecosystems of the Hudson-
Raritan Estuary and surrounding
waters,” Sen. Scutari said.


