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to extend the lease to 2045. None of us
will be around in 2045,” Mr. Paterson
said. “Why are you making a decision
for people in 2045? We are talking
about a 35-year lease…I seriously
suggest you put a nix on that one.” He
said the county should have an oppor-
tunity to get out of the contract at some
point as new technologies for garbage
incineration are developed.

“If that (UCRRF) becomes obso-
lete, we are in big trouble,” Mr. Pater-
son told the board.

In response, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said, “I’ve never heard any-
one talk of $276 million in tax reduc-
tion as being a bad thing.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Trash
The resolution to execute the

memorandum of understanding
passed by a vote of 8-0, with Free-
holder Rick Proctor of Rahway not
present for the vote.

In other business, the board passed
a resolution to allow the county man-
ager, George Devanney, to apply for
matching funds of $9.4 million from
the New Jersey Office of Green Acres
Land Acquisition and Park Develop-
ment Grant Program for Oak Ridge
Park improvenents in Clark. Mem-
bers of the public questioned why a
hearing held last week on the appli-
cation was not better publicized.

“It was unfortunate if people were
unable to attend [the Oak Ridge Park
Green Acres application hearing],”
Freeholder Sullivan said. He said the
hearing was legally advertised in The
Star-Ledger and Courier-News. He
said although no members of the pub-
lic were in attendance, he “would be
happy” to make “the same presenta-
tion” on the $18-million park pro-
posal at a future freeholder meeting.

“It’s just smart management to ap-
ply for funds that are available. So we
are applying for a maximum amount
of funds,” Mr. Sullivan said.
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“just terrible.”
Beyond demolition, future steps

for the property are unclear at this
point, but the borough may be look-
ing at potential options for redevel-
opment grant money.

In other business, the governing
body discussed the potential impacts
of water rate increases on the bor-
ough.

Mayor Mahr said officials still need
to clarify exact numbers, but a notice
from New Jersey American Water to
publicize a series of rate increase
meetings suggests municipalities
could pay as much as 22 percent
more for their water next year.

“This is an exact case in point that
we’re going to face heading into this
budget year,” said Mayor Mahr, em-
phasizing that the state wants mu-
nicipalities to stay within a 2-percent
budget cap while costs continue to
increase.

Mayor Mahr said the state has “al-
ready told us not to expect an in-
crease” in state aid next year, “and we
probably won’t get the
same” level of aid as
the borough received
this year.

Also Tuesday night,
the mayor introduced
the borough’s new en-
gineer, Dominic
Carrino, of the firm
T&M Associates.

Mr. Carrino said he
has already received a
first-hand look at local
roads to determine reconstruction and
repair needs, and said he will explore
opportunities for Safe Routes to Tran-
sit grants.

Mr. Carrino said the $275,000
grants could fund sidewalks, handi-
capped “curb cuts” or other improve-
ments for providing safe bicycle and
pedestrian access to transit stops.

“You can get a good-size project
out of that,” he said.

Mayor Mahr said Mr. Carrino’s
other first steps would include revis-
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Fanwood Council Reviews
Former Rocco’s Site

Garwood Okays Senior Housing
At Former St. Anne’s School Site
By MAGGIE DIGGORY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The Westfield Se-
nior Citizens Housing Corporation
(WSCHC), last Wednesday, was
granted a use variance by the Garwood
Planning Board to convert the former
St. Anne’s School property into a
senior citizens housing facility.

“This is a very positive thing for
Garwood and for seniors who need
housing,” said WSCHC Executive
Director Ruth Smith, who spoke with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
immediately after the vote was cast.

The WSCHC had begun its presen-
tation at the June planning board
meeting and, prior to formally pre-
senting its application, held a com-
munity meeting in March. The board
had rejected previous proposals, most
recently by James Ward of Ward and
O’Donnell Management, and the
property continued to remain vacant.

Prior to the motion for a vote at
approximately 10:45 p.m., the board’s
attorney, Donald Fraser, advised the
body that, “given the late hour,” the
board could bifurcate its vote and
choose to vote on the variance appli-
cation and then, at its Wednesday,
September 15, meeting, vote on the
memorialized site use variance.

“I don’t see how the application
can be approved tonight,” Mr. Fraser
said at 9:30 p.m. “I suggest we cut off
testimony at 10:30. Then, at 11,
there’d be pressure to vote. Nobody
is served well under pressure.”

However, the vote was later cast,
with only Robert Scherer opposing.

While the board is scheduled to
meet on Wednesday, August 25, Mr.
Fraser recommended that the board
put the remainder of WSCHC’s ap-
plication on its September 15 meet-
ing agenda, to allow for a possibility
of a “lack of a quorum.”

The WSCHC attorney, Stephen
Hale, of Hale & Hale, P.C. in Union,
provided more expert witness testi-
mony regarding the application to
obtain a use variance to construct a
new development consisting of a
three-story building containing 72
senior housing units (one of these
units will be a two-bedroom
caretaker’s apartment) and 41 park-
ing spaces for residents, guests and
staff members.

With about 15 members of the pub-
lic in attendance, including a number
of senior citizens, the board listened
to two hours of testimony from three
witnesses and heard questions and
sworn statements from the public,
before taking a 10-minute break at
9:30 p.m. and then resuming for an-
other 90 minutes.

The first expert witness last
Wednesday evening was Steven
Cohen, the project’s architect, who
previously had been sworn in and
testified about the architectural modi-
fications to the school structure. At
its June 25 meeting, the board had
raised concerns about the height of
the building and the removal of a tree
on the property, as well as the out-
door lighting scheme. The current

design has what Mr. Cohen described
as “a façade softened by changing
windows” and a “changed entrance,
with small and lower elements.”

Following Mr. Cohen’s report,
Craig Perogoy from Staigar, the en-
gineer for the project, provided a
traffic report on his study of the area
of Cedar Avenue between Second
and Third Avenues. Mr. Perogoy’s
testimony concluded that having a
senior citizens housing development
in the area would “generate far less
traffic than the school did before.” In
addition, he said, “one of the attrac-
tive features is not having a car, be-
cause the train and shops are nearby.”
On a scale of A to F, Mr. Perogoy
assigned the area “B grade traffic.”

Most of the residents’ questions
for Mr. Perogoy did not relate to
traffic directly, but more about ad-
equate off-street parking for residents,
guests and staff. He affirmed that the
senior housing complex would “ex-
ceed the number of spaces needed,”
repeating that the complex’s location
is in walking distance to nearby stores.

Board member Stephen Greet
asked Mr. Perogoy if he had “come
across townships who’ve changed
traffic signals for the visually im-
paired?” Mr. Perogoy responded,
“You have to determine the number
of visually-impaired persons. You
need a substantial population of visu-
ally-impaired people to warrant that.”

The evening’s final witness was
John McDonough, the project’s site
planner from Pennoni. His testimony
included multiple exhibits to illus-
trate the site plan to convert the paro-
chial school into senior housing.

“Ideally, this is where senior hous-
ing units should be located, in a ma-
ture, residential neighborhood,” Mr.
McDonough said. Mr. McDonough’s
report included census data relating
the need for senior housing, particu-
larly in Garwood, with 17.2 percent
of the population over 65 as of the
2000 Census. “Most applicants will
be from Garwood and the area,” Mr.
McDonough added.

With the wait-list for the two
Westfield senior-housing complexes
currently closed, Mr. McDonough
testified to the need for more senior
housing, noting there is one unit of
affordable senior housing available
for every 10 applicants nationwide.

Questions from the board, as well
as the public, ranged from the possi-
bility of reserving units just for
Garwood residents to further ex-
plaining how the housing develop-
ment was inherently beneficial to
Garwood.

“This is a key and important devel-
opment. This is a fantastic location.
The property use is preserved (it could
still be used as a school again in the
future). The height is only a small
fraction above the ordinance. This is
an experienced applicant who re-
tained the knowledge of profession-
als and met with the police and fire
departments,” Mr. Hale said during
his closing remarks to the board be-
fore it cast a favorable vote.
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Farmers’ Market on Saturday at the municipal parking lot on Park Avenue.
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READY FOR STIMULUS...As the large sign announces, Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains is soon to undergo major road work paid for by federal tax dollars.
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SETTING THE SCENE...Actresses prepare to enter the scene, last Thursday,
as film crews took to Elm Street in Westfield to film a JCPenney commercial at
the Towne Barber Shop.

ing regulations governing sidewalk
“sandwich boards” advertising local
businesses; beginning a parks master
plan and addressing renovation needs
at the borough hall complex.

The mayor said Mr. Carrino’s firm
also has a grant writer on staff to look
into options for future capital project
funding.

“That’s going to come in handy
because we need someone like that
here,” she said.

Following a proposal by Council-
woman Joan Wheeler to draft a reso-
lution, the governing body also briefly
discussed Republican Governor Chris
Christie’s recent veto of a measure
providing $7.5 million in state fund-
ing for 58 family planning centers,
including 29 run by Planned Parent-
hood.

Democrats in Trenton have pledged
to override the governor’s veto, argu-
ing that many of the funded centers
provide much-needed contraceptives
and health screenings to clients who
might otherwise not be able to get

them.
C o u n c i l w o m a n

Wheeler suggested con-
sidering a resolution
calling on the governor
to restore the funding.

Councilman Robert
Manduca replied,
“Let’s be honest…this
[family planning cen-
ters program] is fund-
ing abortion.”

While Council-
woman Wheeler agreed that the pro-
gram “does fund abortions” in cer-
tain cases, “that’s not what [this pro-
gram] is about.”

Councilman Manduca said he
“would be happy to support” the
councilwoman’s measure if it was
revised to emphasize the need for
screenings and other services.

Mayor Mahr said she planned to
“craft something” and have it ready
for review prior to next Tuesday
night’s regular monthly meeting.

Fanwood Bike Police
FANWOOD – Police Chief Rich-

ard Trigo reports that the police bi-
cycle unit was started about a month
ago. The department received local
donations for the equipment. The
purpose of the unit is to break down
barriers between the police depart-
ment and the community by making
the patrolmen more visible and ac-
cessible. In the future, the bicycle
unit will sponsor bicycle rodeos and
bike safety events.
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