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Union County Looks to Revise and
Extend Trash Pact Through 2045

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders, last Thursday, gave the
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) – which operates facilities
that process solid waste – permission
to proceed with extending the lease
on the Union County Resource Re-
covery Facility (UCRRF), the
county’s garbage incinerator, through
the year 2045. The existing contract,
which was signed in 1998 with previ-
ous operator Ogden Martin, termi-
nates in 2023.

Jonathan Williams, an attorney rep-
resenting the UCUA, said the county

would receive “significant additional
benefit in terms of solid-waste dis-
posal costs and operations in the
county.” He said upon implementa-
tion of the new contract, disposal fees
to dump at the UCRRF would drop
from $64.44 to $61 per ton for towns
that contract with the UCUA.

“The county would also receive $4
million per year in lease-extension
payments starting in January of 2011
and through the end of the lease in
2045,” Mr. Williams told the board.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said, in addition to the county
getting a share of that $4 million,
towns that sign contract amendments

would receive funds based on the
amount of trash dumped at the incin-
erator.

In addition, starting in 2029, the
county would begin receiving 10 per-
cent of energy revenues from elec-
tricity produced at the facility. Ac-
cording to the Convanta Energy
website, the UCRRF processes up to
1,540 tons of solid waste daily “into
enough electrical energy to power
some 30,000 homes and businesses.”

“Sales of that electricity have pro-
duced significant revenue for
Covanta,” which runs into the “mil-
lions of dollars,” Mr. Williams said.

Also, a five-year option to extend
the contract through 2050 would in-
clude revenue sharing whereby the
county would receive 50 percent of
the profits, Mr. Williams explained.

He said the deal hinges on the
UCUA being successful in amending
the 14 existing municipal contracts
with the authority. The UCUA has
long-term contracts with Clark, Eliza-
beth, Plainfield, Linden, Hillside,
Rahway, Winfield, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Union, Summit, New Provi-
dence, Garwood and Springfield.
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Cranford, Kenilworth,
and Berkeley Heights did not sign
contracts with the UCUA.

Mr. D’Elia said, “It is not antici-
pated” that towns that did not sign
long-term contracts would be ap-
proached by the UCIA to sign con-
tracts this time around.

Mr. Williams said if an agreement
is reached with Convanta, “there will
be significant reductions in the cost
of solid-waste disposal for all of our
generators of waste in the county,
running into the millions of dollars at
a time when municipal budgets are
strained because of the loss of rev-
enue from so many other sources.”

“This is money that will go right to
the bottom line and which will afford
true rate relief and property tax relief
running to the tune of…$276 million
(over the length of the 35-year con-
tract),” Mr. Williams said.

Garwood resident and Fanwood
homeowner Bruce Paterson said the
proposed agreement “just doesn’t
make any sense.”

“I am bewildered by this. You want

Board Supports Apartments,
Offices for Upper Floors

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board voted on
Monday to recommend that the town-
ship council enact an ordinance spell-
ing out permitted uses of upper floors
in commercial buildings.

At a brief meeting, the planning
board backed passage of the ordi-
nance, which is set for a public hear-
ing and vote at the council’s Tuesday,
August 17 meeting.

Board chairwoman Paulette
Coronato said zoning changes en-
acted several years ago had allowed
for commercial buildings in the B-2
business zone to have third floors, but
the revisions failed to spell out the
permitted uses of the second and third
floors. The proposed ordinance
change would allow apartments and
offices to be located on the upper
floors, but not on the same floor.
Councilman Dominick Bratti ex-
plained that apartments could be lo-
cated on a second floor with com-
mercial offices on a third floor, or
vice versa, but that apartments and

offices could not be situated on the
same floor.

Board member Mike Michalisin
said the board’s issues and objectives
subcommittee had recommended
some clarification on usage and called
the proposed language “exactly what
we had recommended.”

The board’s next regular meeting
is Monday, September 13.

In other land use business, the zon-
ing board of adjustment is set to hold
a special meeting on Wednesday,
August 11 to hear arguments from
attorney Joseph Murray claiming that
the zoning board, not the planning
board, should be hearing an applica-
tion by Union Catholic High School,
which is seeking to install lights at its
ballfields.

Mr. Murray represents several
Black Birch Road residents who op-
pose the application. In addition, a
Union County court will hear argu-
ments on Friday, August 20 regard-
ing the jurisdictional question. The
lawsuit was filed by attorney Marc
Rogoff, who represents residents liv-
ing on Dutch Lane.
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SP, FW Businesses Look
To Help From President

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The owners of small busi-
nesses in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
said this week that they would be
interested in small business loans and
other efforts President Barack Obama
could initiate to help struggling busi-
nesses.

The President promoted his $30-
billion-jobs bill, now before Con-
gress, during a visit to an Edison sub
shop last week. He said the provi-
sions of the legislation are “helping
small businesses, cutting taxes and
making credit (loans) available.”

“That’s fabulous,” said Gertrude
Hofler of Marion Jewelers & Co.,
located at 447 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. “I think we (small businesses)
are the backbone of the economy.”

Her husband, Johann Hofler, said
business was good in the spring, with
confirmations, First Communions,
etc. He and his wife said July was
slow, but that August should generate
additional business. The Hoflers have
been in Scotch Plains for four years
after moving from Fanwood, where
they opened in 1993.

“I always say ‘thank God for my
loyal customers,’” Mrs. Hofler said.
She said having a low overhead with
no employees “keeps us afloat.” She
said having access to low-interest
loans would help her business con-
solidate high credit-card debt as well
make future purchases with  one low-
interest monthly payment. She said

small businesses like hers have to
rely on credit cards because banks
usually do not offer these types of
loans.

“If your credit is not that great,
then you have to max out everything,
my credit cards, to stay afloat,” Mrs.
Hofler said.

John Caferio, manager of the
Martine Ave. Deli in Fanwood, lo-
cated at 42-A South Martine Avenue,
admitted, “Times are tight, and I know
everyone is having problems.” Only
in business for a few months after
taking over from a previous business,
Panettone’s Deli & Catering, he said
he thinks loans for small businesses
would be helpful. He said business
was okay up until the summer, when
business in this area is slow.

“We are just trying to keep our
heads above water until we can get
busy again,” Mr. Caferio said. “My
end is just building clientele, getting
people to take the blinders off this
business to come back in again. It’s a
good spot, a good area.”

Ronak Patel of the Corner Store,
located at 34 South Martine Avenue
in Fanwood, also said he favors mak-
ing loans available to small busi-
nesses.

 “We could add more stuff inside,
outside. Right now, businesses aren’t
doing that great, so a loan would defi-
nitely help us rethink what we could to
do to attract customers. Add more
things, add more vendors, anything
we could do to help my business.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR CAPITAL...Johann Hofler and Gertrude Hofler of Marion
Jewelers & Co. in Scotch Plains say President Barack Obama’s $30-billion jobs
bill aimed at small businesses, now before Congress, would help businesses like
theirs in obtaining capital with low interest rates.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPEN FOR BUSINESS...John Caferio, manager of the Martine Ave. Deli in
Fanwood, says the summer is typically slow for  business, but he is out to let
everyone know the deli, previously Panettone’s Deli & Catering, is open for
business and ready to serve customers.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANYTHING TO HELP BUSINESS...Ronak Patel of the Corner Store, 34 South
Martine Avenue in Fanwood, said the the small business loans President Barack
Obama spoke of during his visit to Edison last week would be something that could
help his business by expanding the store’s inventory to attract even more
customers.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET IT FLY...Face painter Dee Best paints a butterfly on the arm of Ava Gelling at Fanwood’s Night Out Tuesday at
LaGrange Park. The 27th Annual National Night Out is a police-community partnership aimed at preventing crime and
drug use.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIKE PATROL...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left, Police Chief
Richard Trigo, center, and Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell pose with Bicycle Patrol-
men Kevin Stomber and Anthony Espinoza at Fanwood’s Night Out on Tuesday.

Fanwood Hopes Future is Now
For Rocco’s Tavern Site

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their August agenda meeting Tues-
day night, discussed the next steps
for the former Rocco’s Tavern prop-
erty on Terrill Road.

The old building on the property,
which is vacant and has fallen into
disrepair during the past several years,
could very well be demolished by the
end of the month, according to Bor-
ough Attorney Dennis Estis.

Mr. Estis said a hearing about the
property, attended by the owner, was
held on July 6 before Fanwood’s “pub-
lic officer,” Department of Public
Works Director Clint Dicksen, and a
bank started foreclosure proceedings.
In fact, Mr. Estis said, the bank has
already signaled that it may file an

application to raze the structure, long
an eyesore on a busy corner.

Mr. Estis said the owner or the
bank has until August 13 “to make
any and all repairs” in order to bring
the building “up to snuff” and to
comply with codes and regulations.

If that deadline is not met, the build-
ing must be demolished by Friday,
August 27. And if the demolition
deadline is missed, an unlikely sce-
nario, the borough can then prepare

to raze the building on its own, ac-
cording to Mr. Estis.

Mr. Estis theorized that the bank is
likely waiting for foreclosure to be
complete before filing its demolition
application.

Mayor Mahr, who, along with other
borough officials have tried for years
to do something about the property,
said, “Well, it’s a long time coming,”
adding that the eyesore building is
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