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GOOD HANDS®.
GREAT SAVINGS.

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

I can help you save money now.
When  you’re  looking  to  save
some green, I’m the first person to
call.  In fact,  drivers who switched
to  Allstate  saved  an  average  of
$348  a  year.  Call  me  first  to  see
how much you can save.

Savings based on national customer-reported data for new policies in 2009. Actual savings vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL.  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company
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Publik
House

Rosie’s
Garwood

Dillion’s
Mountainside

Jolly Trolley
Westfield

Kilkenny House
Cranford

stage house
Scotch Plains

Jeffreys
Westfield

16 Prospect
Westfield

ChoicesDining Entertainment

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

Scraping – Sanding – Repairs

Refinishing – Deck Care

Staining – Installation

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

201-955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

  www.themathtutors.com 
 

High School Math 
SAT & AP Prep 
College Math  

The Math Tutors 
100 Quimby St.  

 Westfield  
908-603-7236  
Private Tutoring 

Also: Group Review 
Sessions Forming Now 
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Garwood Senior Housing

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD NIGHT OUT...Michael Kalnims listens to Police Officer Matthew
Nazzaro  explain the uses for Cranford’s water rescue boat, Zodiak, at Cranford’s
Night Out on Tueday night. The event was part of the National Night Out on
Tuesday.

Courtesy of  Shawn Hanna
GREAT CATCH...Identical twins
Parker and Shane hold up a 15-inch
bass they caught in Mindowaskin Pond.
They put the fish back in the pond.

cut...They may be reassigned or choose
not to return or we may not have a spot
for them.”

Every year, the town has turnover in
its crossing-guard roster based on attri-
tion. Right now, the town has a stable of
60 guards and had boasted 58 posts, a
number that will now drop to 49.

The police department, which over-
sees the crossing guards, was tasked
with formulating up to 25 posts that
could be reduced; they used the follow-
ing criteria to reach a decision: volume
of vehicle and pedestrian traffic, exist-
ence of traffic lights and the busing
situation at each school. That list was
then whittled down to the final nine.

Crossing guards, previously earning
$20 per hour, will see their pay rate
diminish as well. Mr. Gildea declined
to say what that new rate would be.

At the beginning of the public meet-
ing, Congressman Leonard Lance ad-
dressed the council and members of the
public. The Seventh District Republi-
can, like all members of Congress, is on
August recess. The body will return

after Labor Day.
Mr. Lance said he is most concerned

with “the state of the American
economy;” there is 9.5 percent unem-
ployment nationally and 9.6 percent in
New Jersey, he noted.

Mr. Lance said “tensions” with North
Korea and Iran also dominate the inter-
national discussions on Capitol Hill.
He said he “personally supports the
President” when it comes to his mili-
tary strategy to shift 100,000 combat
troops from Iraq to Afghanistan.

The congressman said, however, that
he is “not a proponent” of the enacted
healthcare-reform package.

“I would like to start anew on that
issue, with medical-malpractice insur-
ance reform and other matters, but I
hope we can work in a bipartisan ca-
pacity,” he said.

Mr. Lance, who was interviewed by
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky for a
segment on TV-36 earlier in the day,
said the town is “doing an excellent
job” in its responsibilities and as a
governmental partner.
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Westfield Town Council

of whole-grain breads, wheels of
cheese, real frozen yogurt and even
barrels of pickles. Mr. Weinberg said
he is most excited about bringing
back milk in glass bottles – with the
cream on top. The store will offer all
organic meats and products from
farms that employ sustainable-farm-
ing practices.

“It’s exciting. It’s a real passion for
me,” Mr. Weinberg said. “I’ve never
had so much fun in my life. The
theme is simple: You’re buying fresh,
local products, getting to know where
your food comes from, and then eat-
ing with your family.”

Mrs. Cronin said Alan’s Orchard
will stand out and be “truly special”
in town. According to Mr. Weinberg,
the plan is to open “The Orchard” in
late August, with a grand opening
after Labor Day.

Madeline Moss has taken over at
the former Pumpkins and Petunias
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Westfield New Businesses
location, at 258 East Broad Street,
and features stylish home furnish-
ings and accessories, as well as el-
egant furniture, lamps and art.

Also along East Broad Street, Jenna
and Molly, who originated in Long
Branch, will expand and take over
where the former White House/Black
Market resided. The store will focus
on teen-girl clothing and may expand
to carry sizes and styles for women,
Mrs. Cronin said.

Also catered to female customers,
Warehouse Cheap & Chic has opened
at 17 Elm Street, featuring sample
sale jewelry, scarves, handbags and
hair accessories.

“These are the kinds of stores
Westfield needs,” Mr. Boyle said.
“They’re not re-treads. They’re some-
thing new and forward-thinking.”

In addition to stores arriving, staples
of the downtown are expanding;
Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria will
spread out, assuming the space that
previously belonged to its East Broad
Street neighbor, Little Treasures.

Cool Vines, a specialty wines and
spirits shop, located on Elm Street,
will be moving to a larger location on
Central Avenue, where Douglas Cos-
metics used to reside. Cool Vines
owner Mark Censits confirmed the
move in an e-mail, adding that the
“timing will be late fall or possibly
early [2011].”

Mrs. Cronin said the moves ensure
that Westfield is “staying a vibrant
destination, and we’re now below 6-
percent vacancy.”

She also is proud of the diverse mix
of businesses, with 49 percent inde-
pendent owners and 51 percent na-
tional chains.

“I think it’s exciting; it’s ever-
changing,” she said of the downtown
shuffling. “We have to change; other-
wise, you become stagnant. It’s ex-
citing. There are a lot of opportuni-
ties for entrepreneurs to open new
businesses.”

two hours of testimony from three wit-
nesses and heard questions and sworn
statements from the public, before tak-
ing a 10-minute break at 9:30 p.m. and
then resuming for another 90 minutes.

The first expert witness last Wednes-
day evening was Steven Cohen, the
project’s architect, who previously had
been sworn in and testified about the
architectural modifications to the school
structure. At its June 25 meeting, the
board had raised concerns about the
height of the building and the removal
of a tree on the property, as well as the
outdoor lighting scheme. The current
design has what Mr. Cohen described
as “a façade softened by changing win-
dows” and a “changed entrance, with
small and lower elements.”

Following Mr. Cohen’s report, Craig
Perogoy from Staigar, the engineer for
the project, provided a traffic report on
his study of the area of Cedar Avenue
between Second and Third Avenues.
Mr. Perogoy’s testimony concluded that
having a senior citizens housing devel-
opment in the area would “generate far
less traffic than the school did before.”
In addition, he said, “one of the attrac-
tive features is not having a car, because
the train and shops are nearby.” On a
scale of A to F, Mr. Perogoy assigned
the area “B-grade traffic.”

Most of the residents’ questions for
Mr. Perogoy did not relate to traffic
directly, but more about adequate off-
street parking for residents, guests and
staff. He affirmed that the senior hous-
ing complex would “exceed the num-
ber of spaces needed,” repeating that
the complex’s location is in walking
distance to nearby stores.

Board member Stephen Greet asked
Mr. Perogoy if he had “come across
townships who have changed traffic
signals for the visually impaired?” Mr.

Perogoy responded, “You have to de-
termine the number of visually-im-
paired persons. You need a substantial
population of visually-impaired people
to warrant that.”

The evening’s final witness was John
McDonough, the project’s site planner
from Pennoni. His testimony included
multiple exhibits to illustrate the site
plan to convert the parochial school
into senior housing.

“Ideally, this is where senior housing
units should be located – in a mature,
residential neighborhood,” Mr.
McDonough said. Mr. McDonough’s
report included census data relating the
need for senior housing, particularly in
Garwood, with 17.2 percent of the popu-
lation over 65 as of the 2000 Census.
“Most applicants will be from Garwood
and the area,” Mr. McDonough added.

With the wait-list for the two
Westfield senior-housing complexes
currently closed, Mr. McDonough tes-
tified to the statistical need for more
senior housing, noting there is one unit
of affordable senior housing available
for every 10 applicants nationwide.

Questions from the board, as well as
the public, ranged from the possibility
of reserving units just for Garwood
residents to further explaining how the
housing development was inherently
beneficial to Garwood.

“This is a key and important devel-
opment. This is a fantastic location.
The property use is preserved (it could
still be used as a school again in the
future). The height is only a small
fraction above the ordinance. This is an
experienced applicant who retained the
knowledge of professionals and met
with the police and fire departments,”
Mr. Hale said during his closing re-
marks to the board before it cast a
favorable vote.

tract),” Mr. Williams said.
Garwood resident and Fanwood

homeowner Bruce Paterson said the
proposed agreement “just doesn’t
make any sense.”

“I am bewildered by this. You want
to extend the lease to 2045. None of us
will be around in 2045,” Mr. Paterson
said. “Why are you making a decision
for people in 2045? We are talking
about a 35-year lease…I seriously
suggest you put a nix on that one.” He
said the county should have an oppor-
tunity to get out of the contract at some
point, as new technologies for gar-
bage incineration are developed.

“If that (UCRRF) becomes obso-
lete, we are in big trouble,” Mr. Pater-
son told the board.

In response, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said, “I’ve never heard any-
one talk of $276 million in tax reduc-
tion as being a bad thing.”

The resolution to execute the
memorandum of understanding
passed by a vote of 8-0, with Free-
holder Rick Proctor of Rahway not

present for the vote.
In other business, the board passed

a resolution to allow the county man-
ager, George Devanney, to apply for
matching funds of $9.4 million from
the New Jersey Office of Green Acres
Land Acquisition and Park Develop-
ment Grant Program for Oak Ridge
Park improvements in Clark. Mem-
bers of the public questioned why a
hearing held last week on the appli-
cation was not better publicized.

“It was unfortunate if people were
unable to attend [the Oak Ridge Park
Green Acres application hearing],”
Freeholder Sullivan said. He said the
hearing was legally advertised in The
Star-Ledger and Courier-News. He
said although no members of the pub-
lic were in attendance, he “would be
happy” to make “the same presenta-
tion” on the $18-million park pro-
posal at a future freeholder meeting.

“It’s just smart management to ap-
ply for funds that are available. So we
are applying for a maximum amount
of funds,” Mr. Sullivan said.
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Union County Freeholders


