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Union County Recognizes
Local Artists, May 5

UNION – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders will recognize
local artists and present awards at a
reception on Wednesday, May 5, at the
Ninth Annual Exhibit and Contest for
County of Union Employees and Their
Families.

The free reception and awards cer-
emony will begin at 5:30 p.m. at the
Elizabethtown Gas Company, located
at Liberty Hall Center, 1085 Morris
Avenue in Union Township.

“Our county staffers do a great job
with their regular jobs, and quite a
number of them have artistic gifts,”
said Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
liaison to the Union County Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board.

Presented in partnership with the
National Arts Program, the exhibit of-
fers County of Union employees and
members of their families an opportu-
nity to display their art work. The ex-
hibit will be open weekdays from May
5 to 31, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Three prominent artists and arts pro-

fessionals will judge the show: Laura
Brown, Frank Falotico and Sue Zwick.

Ms. Brown’s illustrations have been
published in many magazines. She il-
lustrates books, creates murals, paints
portraits, and continues as a fine arts
instructor at the Arts Guild of New
Jersey in Rahway, the Roselle Art As-
sociation and in her art studio.

Mr. Falotico is the Director of the
duCret School of Art in Plainfield. He
has exhibited his paintings in numer-
ous shows in New Jersey and New
York including the Swain Galleries in
Plainfield, the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey, Rutgers University and
the Salmagundi Club in New York
City.

A photographer, Ms. Zwick had an
exhibit at Johnson and Johnson’s cor-
porate headquarters in New Brunswick.
Last year, she won Best in Show for
Digital Photography at the Ellarslie
Open XXVII in Trenton.

For information, call  (908) 558-
2550 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
NJ relay users may dial 711.

WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHT
WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHT

Mother, Mother, Mother...

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some people view Mother’s Day as
nothing more than a Hallmark holiday,
but for many fami-
lies, including my
own, it has always
been just another
great reason to get
together. Since my
family isn’t very
large, on most holi-
days, we easily
combine both sides
for our celebrations
but never on
Mother’s Day.

Mother’s Day is different. For some
reason, right from the start, we divided
this one into two parts. The first part of
the day was always spent around the
brunch table with my side of the family.
My mom would lay out an elaborate
early-day meal.

Besides the costly fish selections,
the breakfast usually included various
favorites and some unique salad and
egg dishes. After a brief period of di-
gestion, we would regroup, usually at
around 3 p.m., to indulge in some home-
made desserts. We would then take our
leave.

My brother and his wife and children
would go off to visit his in-laws, and we
would go off to spend the remainder of
the day with my in-laws. The schedule
remained pretty much the same for
almost 30 years. Babies were born;
children grew older. but the events of
this day stayed constant.

Sadly, a few years ago, my mother-
in-law passed, and the celebration for
this day has since become very differ-
ent. Now, we join the ranks of the
numerous amounts of families vying
for hard-to-get dinner reservations.

Unlike most modern moms, my
mother-in-law’s idea of a great holiday
included cooking, cleaning up and, of
course, entertaining her children and her
grandchildren. There, we would enjoy a
gala springtime backyard barbecue, com-
plete with tender grilled meats, tasty
sides and plenty of fun and laughter.

The menus and recipes also remained
pretty much constant in both house-
holds throughout the years with a rare
few additions.

For those who celebrate this holiday
with a home-style Mother’s Day
Brunch, I highly recommend this ver-
sion of old-fashioned French Toast. It is
not only old-fashioned, but totally gour-
met with a delightful coconut twist.

And for those who continue to cel-
ebrate their Mother’s Day at home with
the good-old down-home barbecue, as
we did for so many years, this Curry

Rice Salad, compli-
ments of my sister-
in-law, is sure to
please even the most
discerning of pal-
ates.

If you have any
questions or com-
ments concerning
“Food 4 Thought,”
please contact me
a t

therecipediva@yahoo.com.

CURRY RICE SALAD
INGREDIENTS

1 cup rice, boiled with 1 bouillon cube,
optional

1 (small to medium) onion, finely diced
1 green pepper, diced

1 jar (6 ounces) quartered and marinated
artichoke hearts, diced with juice

24 medium pimento stuffed green olives, diced
2 tablespoons mayonnaise

Dash salt and pepper
3 to 4 tablespoons curry powder or to taste

PROCEDURE
Prepare the rice one day in advance

to let it dry out. Place the rice in a large
bowl. Add the onion, pepper and arti-
chokes with the juice, the mayonnaise,
salt, pepper and curry powder. Toss
well and serve cold.

Yield: 8-10 servings

SUPER DELICIOUS
FRENCH TOAST

INGREDIENTS
4 eggs

1/3 cup half and half
¼ cup maple syrup

2 tablespoons shredded coconut
2 tablespoons dark brown sugar

2 teaspoons vanilla
2 teaspoons cinnamon

4 ciabatta rolls, sliced in half lengthways
2 tablespoons butter

PROCEDURE
In a large, flat dish, such as a 9 by 13

Pyrex, beat the eggs with the half and
half, syrup, coconut, sugar, vanilla and
cinnamon. Soak the rolls in the mix-
ture, crust side down for  one to  two
hours. Turn, cover with saran wrap and
refrigerate overnight. Melt the butter in
a large frying pan. Add the French
toast. Cook over a medium flame until
browned, flip and cook the other side
until golden brown. Serve with syrup
or shredded coconut or both.

Yield: 4 servings

Curry Rice Salad

LOCAL COMPOSER’S WORK ONSTAGE AT CDC THEATRE...Westfield
native Matthew Sklar was nominated for a Tony Award for Best Musical for his
score for the musical version of The Wedding Singer, an adaptation of one of the
most popular films of the late 1990s. The musical will make its northern New
Jersey debut  on Fridays and Saturdays, May 7 through 22, as well as a 2 p.m.
matinee on Sunday, May 16, at the CDC Theatre, located on 78 Winans Avenue
in Cranford. To learn more, visit cdctheatre.org

Sayreville Author Moves
Forward By Sailing Into Past

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The pursuit of her
Irish family roots took Sayreville au-
thor Maureen Wlodarczyk 35 years in
time and three thousand miles in travel,
but in the end, she discovered a family
history that reaches back 200 years.

Ms. Wlodarczyk writes about her
quest in her book “Past-Forward: A
three-decade and three-thousand mile
journey home,” which is written as a
collection of letters to her deceased
grandmother, Kate Whalen.

Ms. Wlodarczyk will be at The Town
Bookstore this Sat-
urday, May 1, from
2 to 4 p.m. to meet
readers and sign
copies of “Past-For-
ward.”

Tracing her an-
cestral history,
which the author
began while her
grandmother was
living, was not easy,
as Kate’s short
childhood had held
many disappoint-
ments.

Kate’s mother
died young of tuber-
culosis, and her al-
coholic father even-
tually placed Kate
and her siblings into
the care of various
relatives while he joined the Army.

“When I repeatedly asked [my
grandmother] about her childhood and
her Irish roots, she reacted with sur-
prise that I …would be interested,
saying, ‘It was all in the past, and
doesn’t matter anymore,’” writes Ms.
Wlodarczyk in the introduction of her
book.

Ms. Wlodarczyk’s painstaking re-
search on both sides of the Atlantic led
to the discovery that Kate’s great-
grandparents, William and Mary Lang
Flannelly, were married in Doonflin
Upper, Skreen, County Sligo, on
March 6, 1832, and subsequently had
seven children.

In 1846, during the potato blight
and Great Famine, the Flannelly fam-
ily set sail for the United States on the
packet ship, The Marmion.

They eventually joined a large popu-
lation of Irish immigrants who had
settled in Jersey City.

In addition to learning how Ms.
Wlodarczyk traced the history of the
Flannelly Clan, readers of “Past –
Forward” will be treated to glimpses
of life in the pre-Jersey City days
when it was known as Paulus Hook, as
well as interesting facts about the ex-
periences of Hudson County soldiers
during the Civil War.

Ms. Wlodarczyk follows her
family’s legacy up until 1935, the year
of Kate’s father’s death.

“Solving the mystery of my grand-

mother Kate’s Irish family roots and
discovering the multigenerational tri-
als and tragedies that family
experienced…has made my love, re-
spect and admiration for her resonate
with the realization of how much our
ancestors sacrificed and endured so
that we might live,” said Ms.
Wlodarczyk.

The book is well-researched, with
references to documented historical
sources.

Ms. Wlodarczyk’s shares her
experience as a genealogical
researcher with others who are

attempting to
trace their
family’s ancestry.

“I now make it
a point to
emphasize the
importance of
seeking out the
oldest living
family members,
i n c l u d i n g
extended family
and even
estranged family
if you can get their
cooperation,” she
writes.

“I can think of a
hundred questions
I could have and
should have asked
[Kate].”

In addition to
her genealogical work, Ms.
Wlodarczyk is a senior operations
manager and consultant in the com-
mercial real-estate financial-services
industry.

She is also a hobbyist folk artist and
painter, as well as an antique collector.

She presently serves as an officer in
the Flannelly Clan Organization, based
in Dublin, Ireland.

For more information on Ms.
Wlodarczyk’s appearance at The Town
Bookstore, call (908) 233-3535.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Kick-Ass:
Some Ifs, Ands or Butts

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

“It’s crazy. I expected something
funny, cute. But it’s this random, vio-
lent action thing based on a comic
book. Really wild. Pretty gross, too.
Not bad, though.” Thus spake a geeky,
redheaded 17-year-old as he was
greeted by his pals upon exiting from a
showing of Matthew Vaughn’s Kick-
Ass. I couldn’t have said it better my-
self.

But I’ll try. Let’s start with the title.
As I’m somewhat older than my appar-
ent successor, I remember when Lucille
Ball was with child. While quite obvi-
ous, the word pregnant was nonethe-
less verboten on “I Love Lucy.” Magi-
cally, she had the baby. But just blink
your eyes, and now it’s O.K. to say
kick-ass left and right without com-
punction.

Call it the New Freedom…the em-
barrassing, albeit crucially legitimate,
nephew of the First Amendment. I didn’t
know there was a hyphen between kick
and ass. Oops. Separating the two
doesn’t unleash anything does it…like
when salt is broken down to poisonous
chlorine and violent sodium?

Begging the segue, this is strange
chemistry indeed. The opening scene
shows Nicolas Cage’s Damon
Macready pointing a pistol at his 11-
year-old daughter, Mindy (Chloe
Moretz). It’s not what we think. A few
seconds pass, and now it’s not what we
then thought. But before we run out of
tenses and participles, it starts to make
sense.

That is, in its weird, would-be-anar-
chical way. For all the nasty images it
conjures, slyly interspersed with dark
humor and occasional insight, Kick-
Ass is essentially an angry diatribe
against everything the filmmaker can
fit in his kitchen sink of shock and
protest. It does what comic books have
traditionally done: vicariously rectify.

You might remember how you felt
when you were an idealistic teen, frus-
trated by what seemed like grownups’
complacent countenancing of injus-
tice. ‘Tis a bad, bad world out there –
from back-alley thugs stealing your
lunch to politicians making hay from
the enmity they incite between left and
right – and no one’s doing a thing about
it.

All of which is why it would be great
if you were a bona fide, cape-wearing,
kick-ass superhero. Not only would
you cure all the planet’s ills, but also
win the envy of your peers and doubt-
lessly attract the attentions of the oppo-
site sex. Such are the pure, hormonal
motivations of teen angst, translated
here into feature length proportions.

But just as Lucy would today be
knocked up, let alone pregnant, our
contemporary tale of super heroism
has gained a shadowy tarnish to it. So
much so that while viewing Kick-Ass I
couldn’t help think how much Quentin
Tarantino probably wished he had made
this film. Too bad he didn’t. While
audacious, it lacks that informed irony.

Rather, though there is metaphor,
simile and symbol, it’s the pile-on

variety…the twists and turns soon rep-
etitiously eclipsed by more of the same.
But it’s quite a ride before the film hits
the wall of its outrage level and then
wends its way to the usual culmination.
The mixture of goody-two-shoes altru-
ism and outright nihilism is flabber-
gasting.

Of course Aaron Johnson’s Dave
Lizewski, who ultimately evolves into
the title superhero, begins his journey
quite innocently. It just seems like a
good idea. Y’know, fight for truth, jus-
tice and the American way. So what if
he has no super powers at first. He’s got
a computer, a blog, a mail-order cos-
tume and a humdrum life he’d like to
ditch.

Alternately chided and bolstered by
his pimpled buddies, he ventures out on
his first mission. But his well-inten-
tioned game of dress-up soon rankles
New York drug kingpin Frank
D’Amico, loathsomely realized by
Mark Strong. However, surviving the
villain’s attack conveniently proves the
axiom that whatever doesn’t kill you
makes you stronger.

Meanwhile, other forces also have
their superhero aspirations. Much more
prepared and equipped are the previ-
ously mentioned Damon Macready et
fille, who, as Big Daddy and Hit Girl,
are soon making the city’s criminal
element wish they had finished that
correspondence course. Reaching out
to our novice, an entente cordiale is
established.

But what stops us in our tracks is
Miss Moretz’s kiddy assassin, as much
for her vile profanity as the production-
line carnage she wreaks. Nope, can’t
repeat that four-lettered favorite here.
The thing is, it’s being uttered by a
young girl. Less startling but almost as
curious is the fascination with the whole
Femme Nikita thing, of which this is a
variation.

On the sweeter end in this clash of
dipoles is Dave’s wistful desire to be
cool and of use. A Holden Caulfield of
his age, absent the literary panache,
he’d like to cut through the red tape of
adolescence. Hence, the, uh, bottom
line in assenting to put your keister in a
theater showing Kick-Ass entails a will-
ingness to take the good with the badass.

* * *
Kick-Ass, rated R, is a Lionsgate

release directed by Matthew Vaughn
and stars Nicolas Cage, Aaron Johnson
and Chloe Moretz. Running time: 117
minutes.

WCP Holds Auditions
For Talent Showcase
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-

munity Players will hold auditions for
its third annual Talent Showcase.

Tryouts will be held on May 15
from 1 to 4 p.m. and May 17 from 7 to
9 p.m. at the theatre, located at 1000
North Avenue in Westfield.

Singers, dancers, comedians and
musicians are welcome. The show-
case, a fundraiser for Westfield Com-
munity Players’ capital building fund,
will be held on June 12.

New Jersey Ballet Returns
To UCPAC This Saturday

Summit Symphony
Performs Egmont

SUMMIT – The Summit Sym-
phony will present a concert on Sat-
urday, May 16, at 3 p.m., at the Sum-
mit High School on Kent Place Bou-
levard. The orchestra, under the di-
rection of James Sadewhite, will per-
form the Egmont Overture by
Beethoven as well as pieces by
Sibelius, Dvorak, MacDowell and
Sarsate. A pre-concert lecture, given
by Maestro Sadewhite, will begin at
2:15 p.m. in the auditorium.

The featured soloists for this con-
cert will be the winners of the Sum-
mit Symphony’s 2010 Young Artist
Competition. The winners this year
are Sunny Chang of Millburn, Kevin
Jang of Edison, Dawn Wang of North
Haledon and honorable mention to
Kevin Lin of Tenafly.

Admission for this concert is free.

Stony Hill Presents
There Goes the Bride
SUMMIT – Stony Hill Players’

production of There Goes The Bride,
an English comedy by Cooney and
Chapman, will be presented at the
Oakes Center in Summit from May
14 to 16 and May 21 to 23; it will be
performed on Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 3 p.m.

Directing this production is Naomi
Yablonsky, who also directed last
spring’s production of Run For Your
Wife and has directed for the Westfield
Players.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $10
for those 18 and under. Group rates of
$15 per person are available for
groups of 10 or more attending the
same performance.

For information and reservations,
call (908) 277-1732.

RAHWAY – Recently voted New
Jersey’s favorite dance company, New
Jersey Ballet returns to the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) on Saturday, May 1, at 8
p.m. with “Tappin’ with the Ballet”
and on Sunday, May 2, at 3 p.m. with
a doubleheader that features two
childhood favorites, Peter and the
Wolf and Beauty and the Beast.

“Tappin’ with the Ballet is a his-
toric collaboration between two of
New Jersey’s top dance companies –
New Jersey Ballet and New Jersey
Tap Dance Ensemble – for an evening
of dance that showcases these two
dance styles.

The finale, “Top Hat Medley,” fea-
tures the historic pairing of New Jer-
sey Ballet’s dancers with members of
the New Jersey Tap Dance Ensemble
in a jazzy, high-energy ballroom
piece.

Peter and the Wolf and Beauty and
the Beast will feature original “story-
teller” narrations so even the littlest
theatergoer can keep up with ease.

In Peter and the Wolf, courageous
Peter saves his woodland friends from
the wolf, in a colorful ballet set to the
familiar Prokofiev score. In Beauty
and the Beast, goodness and love
break a magic spell and turn an en-

chanted Beast back into a handsome
prince, set to the music of Ravel.

Tickets may be purchased by call-
ing (732) 499-8226 or visiting
UCPAC.org. The UCPAC Box Of-
fice, located at 1601 Irving Street in
Rahway, is open Wednesday through
Saturday from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.

The Mother’s Day Sale
J. Winthrop & Co. Westfield

And
KOI boutique Garwood
The Annual Trunk Event

Storewide Sale 15% to 50%

Vera Bradley
All the latest patterns in stock

20% to 50% off
Sat. May 1st thru Sat. May 8th

Call stores for hours

J.Winthrop & Co.
233 North Ave. E.

Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-8199

KOI boutique
506 North Ave.

Garwood, NJ 07027
908-232-9292

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Spring Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

Saturday, May 8th • 11am - 5pm
The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day


