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Blue Devils Find Seam, Defeat Cougars, 17-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COOK BLASTS 3-RUN DOUBLE, FANS 7 IN 3 INNINGS

Cranford Cougar Nine Levels
Hillside Comet B’ballers, 13-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior left-handed pitcher Nick
Cook struck out the first seven batters
he faced and blasted a three-run double
as the 10-3 Cranford High School
baseball team leveled the 1-7 Hillside
Comets, 13-0, in five innings at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on April 23.

Cook faced nine batters, walked
none, and allowed only a single to
Mickey Antiporta in the top of the third
inning. Junior Justin Van Ostenbridge
relieved in the fourth, struck out four
of the seven Comets he faced and
yielded a single to leadoff batter Pete
Krill in the fourth inning.

Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey successfully executed his
plan to give his starting lineup two
plate, appearances before allowing the
remainder of his team to get some
ample playing time, and they did.

“It was a good time to give every-
body some well-deserved playing time.
Get them on the field and get them
some at bats,” coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougar starting lineup set up
that opportunity immediately by plat-
ing eight runs in the bottom of the first
inning. Sean Trotter slapped a leadoff
single to right-center and Nick Pace
(2-for-2, 2-run double) beat out an
infield single. Eric Walano (run scored)
was hit-by-a-pitch. After a pair of force-

outs at home, Rob Ghretti, who went
2-for-2 with two runs scored, earned
an RBI when he was hit on the back.
Cook hammered his three-run double
in the gap between center and right.
Keith Powell (2 RBI) yanked an RBI
triple down the third base line then
scored on a wild pitch. Marc Linger
walked, Trotter was hit-by-a-pitch,
and Pace slashed a two-run double to
right field.

Greg Matlosz (1-for-2, 2 runs) led
off the second inning with a single to
center. Ghretti plopped a double to
right and Powell grounded out to
second, scoring Matlosz.

In the top of the third inning, Cou-
gar junior shortstop Chris Nicastro
initiated a slick second-to-first double
play to retire the Comets.

“He is a very good ‘glovey’ player
and a hard worker. It was good to see
him get an opportunity to play,” coach
McCaffrey said..

In the fourth inning, Cougar third
baseman Nate Verrelli absorbed a
flaming grounder and alertly tagged
the runner caught between second
and third.

“He made a good, heads-up play,
getting the guy running from second
to third. Nate, as well, is a very hard-
working player,” commented coach
McCaffrey.

Ghretti got the action going in the

bottom of the fourth with an infield
single. Kurt Rutmeyer and Van
Ostenbridge were both hit-by-a-pitch
and Linger drew his third free pass,
which earned him an RBI. Pat Gilstrap
stepped to the plate and slammed a
two-run double up the right field line
to make the score 13-0.

Van Ostenbridge struck out the side
in the fifth.
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Katherine Frega followed with slam
dunks to make the score, 4-0. Weisse
and Hoffman added pointblank goals
then Weisse made the score 7-0 with
a wraparound stuff.

Cougar Nai-Lin Choy-Shen broke
the Blue Devils’ run with a goal, but
Hoffman added her third and fourth
goals around Rose’s second goal to
stretch the score to 10-1 at the half.

After Hoffman scored again, early
in the second half, Coach Hickey,
rested goalie Sarah Chandler, allowed
Frega to take over the position and
began to give all of his girls a chance
to experience action.

“Everybody played a little bit. Play-
ers, who don’t get a lot of playing

time, got a lot more than they are used
to,” coach Hickey said. “That’s good.
We tried different people taking draws,
and we tried different people in differ-
ent spots on offense. We moved the
defense around. There’s always a con-
cern that, when you do that, the level
of play will drop, and the other team
will sneak in a couple of goals, but that
didn’t happen today.”

Nicki Kleiman scored the Cou-
gars’ second goal then Blue Devil
midfielder Jordan Yarusi answered
with a goal. Hoffman and Rose, on an
assist from Abby Kwok, scored, up-
ping the score to 14-2. Kate Brennan,
Emily Gretsky and Jenna Sharkey
(assist) fired in the final three goals.

“The score really showed how
much we have improved over the
year. Last year was pretty close against
Cranford. It was only three or four
goals difference. We wanted to show
them that we are a better team this
year,” Hoffman said.

“It’s important to have a 10-goal
win for the state rankings. Once we
got to 10 goals, we wanted to keep it
there,” said coach Hickey, who added,
“Cranford has a new coach. She
knows what she’s doing. The better
they get the better we will get the
better our county will get. That’s what
we are looking for.”
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Cougar Snacks:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Sophomore catcher Melissa Moreno
has been on a hitting streak. Moreno batted .550 with three home runs and six RBI
this past week.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOSSING FIRE FROM THE MOUND…Cougar senior Nick Cook struck out the first seven Hillside Comets that he faced
en route to a 13-0 victory in Cranford on April 22.

avid B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO KEEP THINGS IN CHECK…A Cougar defender, left, attempts to prevent a Blue Devil from
advancing toward the goal in the girls lacrosse game at Tamaques Park in Westfield on April 21.

Baseball Cougars Top
St. Mary (Eliz.), 13-3
The Cranford High School base-

ball team improved to 9-3 with a 13-
3 victory over St. Mary (Elizabeth) in
Cranford on April 22. Keith Powell
drilled a two-run double and a two-
run single. Greg Matlosz, Mark
Osofsky and Eric Walano had two
RBI apiece.

Lancer Laxers Lick
Cougar Boys, 11-8

The Livingston High School Lanc-
ers boys lacrosse team defeated the
Cranford Cougars, 11-8, in
Livingston on April 27. Tom
Fitzgerald notched four goals for the
5-4 Cougars. Mike D’Aloia netted
four goals, and Anthony D’Aloia net-
ted three goals and four assists for the
9-4 Lancers.

Lady Cougars Win 3
At Millburn Relays

The Cranford High School girls
track and field team won three events
at the 24th Millburn Relays on April
24 in Millburn. Rebecca Shimonov,
Megan Schetlich, Devon Cacchione
and Kelly Burke won the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 1:07.53.
Cacchione, Kate Evans and Shimonov
crossed first in the intermediate
hurdles at 3:41.46. Burke and
Shimonov won the triple jump with a
combined distance of 71’3.25”.

Baseball Cougars Rip
Summit in Five, 13-0
The Cranford High School baseball

team improved to 11-3 with a 13-0,
five-inning victory over the 8-5 Sum-
mit Hilltoppers in Summit on April
27. Nick Pace had a pair of hits with
three RBI, and Sean Trotter went 3-
for-3, with three runs scored and two
RBI. Greg Matlosz whacked a two-
run double in the second inning. Pitcher
Kurt Rutmeyer allowed four hits in
four innings to up his record to 3-1.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

ADLERS JEWELERS 
INVITES YOU TO AN EXCLUSIVE SALE

Prices will be reduced for the first time in 20 years.  

Many items are one of a kind, so shop early for best selection.

May 3-8
20-70% off

Excludes prior sales and layaways, Hearts On Fire, Pandora, loose diamonds,
no special orders, in stock merchandise only. All sales final.

219 NORTH AVENUE • WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-6900

www.adlers.jewelers@verizon.net

Anniversary Sale

The Mother’s Day Sale
J. Winthrop & Co. Westfield

And
KOI boutique Garwood
The Annual Trunk Event

Storewide Sale 15% to 50%

Vera Bradley
All the latest patterns in stock

20% to 50% off
Sat. May 1st thru Sat. May 8th

Call stores for hours

J.Winthrop & Co.
233 North Ave. E.

Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-8199

KOI boutique
506 North Ave.

Garwood, NJ 07027
908-232-9292

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Roselle Golf Club

Your Home for Great Golf  2010!

Memberships starting at only $1800.

No greens fees. No mandatory carts.
Just a friendly, private golf  club experience.

Pool memberships and league play available.

Club Facilities available to Public for
Banquets, Business Meetings or Parties.

www.rosellegolfclub1917.com

908-245-7175
Roselle, NJ


