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Raider Nine Shutout Farmers, 10-0, in 5 Innings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

HOFFMAN HITS 6, WEISSE NETS 3 GOALS, 3 ASSISTS

Lady Blue Devils Find Seam,
Defeat Cougar Laxers, 17-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior midfielder Val Hoffman
found a seam in the center of the
Cranford High School girls lacrosse
team’s defense and scored six goals
to lead the 5-3 Lady Blue Devils to a
17-2 victory at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on April 21. The Blue Dev-
ils patiently worked the ball around
to successfully pull the Cougars’ de-
fense out of position.

The strategy of ball control cer-
tainly worked, and it came straight
from the face-offs where the Blue
Devils won 13 of 18. The Blue Dev-
ils’ dominance on shots on goal was
overwhelming, but their conversion
rate was strong.

“Our team has been working very

hard to make sure that our transition
and our production on offense turns
into goals, because a lot of our con-
version rates have been low in the
past few games,” Hoffman said.
“What we have been practicing is
taking time but making sure that we

score. That was our focus in this
game.”

Blue Devil Head Coach Brendan
Hickey’s strategy against the Cou-
gars was, “To maintain and to take
time on our possessions, to make sure
that we really controlled the ball for a
while before we score. They had two
goals, and they were on fast break
situations, so we need to improve on
stopping those. Mostly it’s about how
we didn’t let them settle on offense.
Anytime they did settle on offense,
we created a turnover, brought it down
and had a good offensive possession
and made sure we made good shots.
We had a high conversion rate today,
and we took minutes off the clock at
a time.”

Blue Devil freshman attacker

Courtney Weisse fired in three goals
and added three assists, and junior
attacker Ali Rose also found the net
three times, while adding an assist.

Hoffman scored her first goal within
the first minute then Weisse gathered
a ball that slipped from Cougar goalie

Allanna Conte’s grasp and flicked it
in. Rose and attacker Katherine Frega
followed with slam dunks to make
the score, 4-0. Weisse and Hoffman
added pointblank goals then Weisse
made the score 7-0 with a wraparound
stuff.

Cougar Nai-Lin Choy-Shen broke
the Blue Devils’ run with a goal, but
Hoffman added her third and fourth
goals around Rose’s second goal to
stretch the score to 10-1 at the half.

After Hoffman scored again early,
in the second half, Coach Hickey
rested goalie Sarah Chandler, allowed
Frega to take over the position and
began to give all of his girls a chance
to experience action.

“Everybody played a little bit. Play-
ers, who don’t get a lot of playing

time, got a lot more than they are
used to,” coach Hickey said.
“That’s good. We tried different
people taking draws, and we tried
different people in different spots
on offense. We moved the de-
fense around. There’s always a
concern that, when you do that,
the level of play will drop, and
the other team will sneak in a
couple of goals, but that didn’t
happen today.”

Nicki Kleiman scored the Cou-
gars’ second goal then Blue Devil
midfielder Jordan Yarusi an-
swered with a goal. Hoffman and
Rose, on an assist from Abby
Kwok, scored, upping the score
to 14-2. Kate Brennan, Emily
Gretsky and Jenna Sharkey (as-
sist) fired in the final three goals.

“The score really showed how
much we have improved over the
year. Last year was pretty close
against Cranford. It was only three
or four goals difference. We
wanted to show them that we are
a better team this year,” Hoffman
said.

“It’s important to have a 10-
goal win for the state rankings.
Once we got to 10 goals, we
wanted to keep it there,” said
coach Hickey, who added,

“Cranford has a new coach. She knows
what she’s doing. The better they get,
the better we will get, the better our
county will get. That’s what we are
looking for.”
Cranford   1   1 2
Westfield 10   7 17

and began their attack with two runs
in the bottom of the first. Rick Shevlin
(2-for-3, run scored) plopped a lead-
off double, and Rivera (1-for-1, 2
walks) poked an RBI double to cen-
ter. Three batters later, Joe
D’Annunzio (2-for-2, triple, 3 RBI, 2
runs) ripped an RBI single to left.

In the second inning, Taylor Schon
singled and later scored on John
Maxwell’s grounder to first. In the
third inning, Binkiewicz was hit on
the back and D’Annunzio walked.
Both scored when Schon’s difficult
grounder to short was overthrown. In
the fourth, Rivera, Maxwell and Ridge
drew back-to-back walks then
Binkiewicz (1-for-2, 2 runs) ham-
mered a two-run double to center.

“He threw a curveball in the middle

of the plate, so I turned on it and put
it down the line,” explained
Binkiewicz.

D’Annunzio followed with a two-
run triple to center, making the score
10-0. In the fifth, Binkiewicz closed
the door by getting all three Framers
to ground out.

“For us to play a good team, and
come and get a couple runs in the
first, and couple of runs in the third.
The trend that we have had this year
was to score early, and then we kind
of just sit and relax. Today, we kept
the pressure on them. We scored in
every inning, and we put the team

away,” coach Baylock said. “We had
our opportunities against some other
teams, and we couldn’t put them away.
Some of them came back to bite us.
We needed to win this for county
tournament seedings.”

With the season at its midpoint,
coach Baylock pointed out the need
to stay hungry.

“That is what we are trying to preach
in practice. We have to keep the foot
on the pedal. We have to play our best
baseball this time of year,” he said.
“Stay hungry!”
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BATTLING FOR POSSESSION…Cougar Emily McCue, no. 49, and Blue Devil
Katherine Frega, No. 22, battle for possession of the ball. The highly improved Blue
Devils won 17-2 in Westfield on April 20.

 
           Imagine owning this exceptional Westfield Colonial residence, sit-
ting upon a graceful lawn with a winding slate walk to the front door, lo-
cated in “The Gardens”, and brimming with quiet sophistication and 
charm, handsome detail, and exquisite workmanship. Enjoy gracious for-
mal rooms well-suited for entertaining and versatile family living spaces for 
today’s lifestyle. This spacious home enjoys 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, an up-to-
date kitchen, 2 fireplaces, screened in porch, as well as a large covered 
porch overlooking the very private rear garden,  and so much more.   This 
exceptional new offering is so close to Westfield’s superb schools,  fine 
shopping, and commuter transportation. Offered at $1,158,000. 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2009 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated  

by NRT Incorporated. 
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ATTEMPTING TO PICK OFF A FARMER…Raider pitcher Gary Binkiewicz fires to first baseman John Maxwell, no. 33,
in an attempt to pick off Union Farmer Joe Brignoni.


