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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Enforcing of Motor-Vehicle Laws
Could Help ‘Cash-Strapped’ Towns

More Voted on WF Budget Than
Voted for the BOE Candidates

Thank You to Vicky for
Returning My Wallet

Thank You Westfield From New WF
BOE Board Member Mitch Slater

Venes Thanks Mountainside Voters
For Passing School Budget

My faith and trust in humankind has
been restored! On Tuesday, April 20, I
apparently placed my wallet on the top of
my car after leaving the A&P in Fanwood.
At some point, the wallet flew off the roof
onto the street on South Avenue. After
reaching my next stop, I reached for my
wallet in my back pocket, but alas, it was
gone.

Panic then set in. I ended up at the
Fanwood Police station to file a report
with a very helpful and kind dispatcher,
Robert. The next step was to call all the
credit card companies to cancel the cards,

but first I would check my voice mail on
the oft chance that someone found it. To
my great relief, my newest friend, Vicky,
from Cranford, left a message that said
she would be happy to mail it to me. After
calling her back, we decided to meet in
Garwood and she would give me my
wallet, which she did. I just want to say
“thank you” again to Vicky and to let her
know that she has indeed restored my
faith in people. There truly are good and
honest people left on this planet.

Robert Petersen
Moore Township, Pa.

In examining the preliminary school
district voting results for Westfield, read-
ers may note one subtle statistic lying
within the numbers. If 6,575 voters each
had three votes to cast on candidates,
there should be a total of 19,725 votes
cast across the four candidates. But the
results suggest only a total of 13,016
votes cast. In other words, over 6,700
potential candidate votes were effectively
withheld by voters.

That’s more than the sum of the third
and fourth place candidates’ votes com-
bined. But most importantly, one third of
the potential candidate votes were never
cast by voters standing in the booth. Ap-
parently, Westfield voters do, indeed,
vote with their wallets, caring more about
the money than the management.

Tom Miller
Westfield

“Thank you” to those of you came out
to vote during the board of education
elections held on April 20. You have
shown that you are interested in continu-
ing the high level of education that
Mountainside has offered in the past, and
by passing the budget, you have provided
the means for it to continue.

During the campaign, I asked residents
to become informed as to the current
educational issues. I continue that re-
quest, since many difficult issues and,

hence, impending decisions lie ahead.
Thank you again for showing your

confidence in me by re-election to an-
other term. As in the past, I am committed
to do my best for Mountainside to con-
tinue to serve on a BOE that provides
quality education while at the same time
maintains fiscal responsibility.

Carmine Venes
Re-elected, Mountainside BOE

I would like to take this opportunity to
offer my sincere thanks to the voters of
Westfield for electing me to your board
of education. The strength of your num-
bers shows your concern for our schools’
academic excellence and the value you
place on fiscal responsibility.

I promise that upon taking the oath of
office this week, I will continue to listen
to the community, and I vow to bring
your voices to the table.

The issues I highlighted during the
campaign — transparency, community
involvement, the guidance department
and fiscal responsibility — will remain at

the top of my “to-do” list. I hope that you
will continue to reach out to me via email,
Facebook or phone with your comments
and suggestions. You can email me at
slateronboard@gmail.com.

Finally, I take my hat off to Richard
Solomon, who has given our town nine
years of exemplary service. Our commu-
nity was lucky to have had such a pas-
sionate and dedicated individual on the
board and in our community. I wish him
well with his future endeavors.

Mitch Slater
Elected, Westfield BOE

With Magnet Out of Magnet School,
Maybe Principals Should Be Reduced
Editor’s note: This letter was sent to

Governor Chris Christie and copied to
the newspaper.

*****
Dear Governor Christie:
Thanks for taking the “Magnet” out of

the Magnet School programs at the Union
County Vocational-Technical School
(UCVTS) in Scotch Plains.

Your slashing the education budget
was not supposed to impact students. It
was not supposed to affect the teachers,
or programs; because districts would
eliminate wasteful spending in other ar-
eas. Of course, districts said they were
given an unrealistic time line, and pro-
vided no guidance for how these changes
should take place.

As a result, my son who attends the
Academy for Information Technology at
UCVTS was supposed to get the Union
County College Credits upon graduation
for Intro to Computing Applications (3
credits); Intro to Information Systems (3
credits); Database Management (3 cred-
its); Computer Programming Fundamen-
tals and CIS 106 – Java Programming (6
credits).

As of the 2010-11school year, the UCC
credits are being taken away.

Here is Nicole Dinardo, clerk of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders email response to me about these
changes:

“The Academy for Information Tech-
nology, the Magnet High School and
Allied Health will continue to offer the
same courses and the same curriculum
next year, but these courses will not carry
UCC credit (as they currently do)”.

I also asked if the Performing Arts
School students would keep their Kean
University College Credit Program and
got this response:

“With respect to the students at Per-
forming Arts, there are currently only 9th
and 10th grade student residents on our
campus. The implementation of the Kean
agreement is well over a year away (and
that agreement is entirely different from
the one with UCC and should not be
compared accordingly).”

She then emailed me that “Dr. Bistocchi
has already opened a dialogue with the
UCC to make arrangements for parents to
pay for the credits.”

Keep in mind, Governor, that there are
five buildings on the UCVTS campus
(1,100 students).

Superintendent Thomas Bistocchi gets
an annual salary of $206,988. The five
buildings on the campus: AIT, Vo Tech,
Magnet, Allied Health and Performing
Arts School, with enrollments of about
300 students in each building, have a
principal in each building earning at least
$100,000.

My emails to the Union County Free-
holders and Mr. Bistocchi suggested that
maybe Mr. Bistocchi could take on addi-
tional responsibilities by covering one of
the buildings as a principal, while the
other buildings could share principals.
Then maybe the UCC articulation pro-
gram could be saved.

Of course there are no proposed
changes to the administration costs at the
UCVTS. Ms. Dirado emailed me back
that she is standing by Dr. Bistocchi and
the administration as it stands.

Instead, like in most every other school
district, teachers will be laid off, custodi-
ans will be cut, and programs like the
UCC College Credit Program will be
slashed/eliminated.

The reason I sent my son, a freshman,
to AIT was for the specialized computer
program being offered; this included the
UCC college credits he was to receive.

If it had to be done at all, I could
understand cutting the UCC credits from
the students that are starting school in the
2010-2011 school year, with the reasons
being explained to the parents before
September 2010. This way, students
would be able to make the choice to stay
in their home districts; instead of coming
to AIT, Magnet, or the Allied Health
Schools at UCVTS if they wanted to.

At the very least, the currently enrolled
students should be given the programs
that were promised to them when they
entered school.

Removing the UCC College Articula-
tion Program from AIT, Magnet School,
and Allied Health School makes these
school programs just another high school
program.

Starting with the 2010-2011 school
year, the “Magnet” in the Magnet pro-
grams at UCVTS is gone.

How sad for the students, teachers and
families of those who chose to go to these
programs.

Ellen Frey
Westfield

Being Declared a Disaster Area Is
Not Necessarily a Good Thing

Is the federal disaster aid program for New Jersey’s
recent flooding a myth? Essentially “yes,” in our
view. The so-called aid program for businesses is
really a loan program offered through the Small
Business Administration (SBA).

The people who may have had their homes or
businesses damaged aren’t really getting any money
from the government – just an offer for loan assis-
tance – and the loans actually come from banks,
guaranteed by the SBA and coupled with a lot of red
tape.

People are choosing to do without rather than
going deeper in debt.

There may be an unfortunate few where the dam-
age is so severe and their financial position is so
weak that stepping into the government program is

their only choice. We feel sorry for them and hope
they can get back on their feet soon. Rahway and
Cranford experienced significant flooding from the
Rahway River, which happens too frequently – ev-
ery couple of years.

Being declared a disaster area by the federal gov-
ernment is not necessarily a good thing. When Union
County was recently added to the list, some mort-
gage lenders reported a snag. On what otherwise
would have been a good housing transaction, such as
refinancing for a better mortgage rate, things were
put on hold. The bank demanded an independent
inspection to make sure the flood didn’t damage the
home.

Could it be that government loan assistance pro-
grams are flooded by their own misuse?

I read with interest the recent story that
bemoaned the fact that laws banning cell
phone use while driving were not that
successful because drivers are ignoring
the bans. Well, if someone is ignoring or
flaunting the law, do they or do they not
deserve to be ticketed?

New Jersey can legitimately add quite
a bit to its coffers, and those of “cash-
strapped” communities by enforcing all
motor vehicle laws to the hilt. If existing
laws are not obeyed, then fines should be
doubled or more – even with jail time if
drivers rack up continued violations.
Maybe if drivers are hit in the pocketbook
hard or with jail time, they will quit

putting the rest of us at risk.
Another frequent violation is the fail-

ure to use headlights in inclement weather
or after dusk. The New Jersey law con-
cerning headlights does, after all, man-
date “wipers on, headlights on.” Yet,
during the recent torrential downpour, I
saw 10 to 20 percent of drivers without
their headlights on. I see almost as high a
percentage of violators after dusk. Think
of the good it will accomplish and the
financial aid it will bring if these violators
are made to pay for their actions.

Bob Faszczewski
Springfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Crepitaculum – A rattle-like organ

as of the rattlesnake
2. Battue – A hunt conducted by driv-

ing game from cover to a place near
waiting hunters

3. Palaestric – Pertaining to wrestling
4. Chthonophagia – An abnormal im-

pulse to eat clay or soil

OMPHALOCELE
1. One who adores women
2. An umbilical hernia
3. A navel officer of ancient times
4. In Greek mythology, a disciple of

Omphale the queen of Lydia
OMOPHAGIA

1. The eating of raw flesh
2. Subsisting entirely on fish
3. Eating only green plant life
4. An abnormal impulse to eat bones

MAUGRE
1. A doll, puppet or idol used in wor-

ship
2. To mutter or grumble
3. In spite of; in opposition to
4. The craw or crop of a bird

PALPLESS
1. No congruent; unsuitable
2. Without substance; inconsequential
3. Having no feelers; such as with

insects
4. Incomplete

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Will Residents and Businesses Now
Start Watching Their Water Use?

When a sewer authority is implemented and fees
are floated out, such as is now the case in Scotch
Plains, the incoming water meter is used for deter-
mining the quantity charge, since it can get quite
messy trying to measure sewage flow. It can also get
messy trying to determine who gets charged and
why – and at what rate. So, if you’re watering your
lawn or filling your swimming pool and the water
evaporates, there will still be a sewer charge for the
use.

Unfortunately, sewer charges that were once part
of the property tax bill are a cloaked property tax
increase with another name – “A rose by any other
name would smell as sweet” – though this is a stinky
situation.

But, we have to live with it in Scotch Plains.
Residents, about 8,500 households at about three
people per household, can expect to exceed the
“basic threshold quantity” of 27,500 gallons per year
as set up by the new authority.

The average water use in the United States per
person is 80 to 100 gallons per day. For indoor use
alone, consumption is 70 gallons per day per person,
according to the American Water Works Associa-
tion. Indoor use breaks down as follows (in daily
gallons): showers, 11.6; washing machines, 15.0;
dishwashers, 1.0; toilets, 18.5; baths, 1.2; leaks, 9.5;

faucets, 10.9, and other domestic uses; 1.6.
So, the average household in Scotch Plains with

three people can expect to use about 109,500 gallons
per year. The base threshold rate is $250. The sewer
charge will be $250 plus $30 for extra water use, or
about $280 per year per household, as we understand
the calculation.

Even with extreme water conservation, there’s
little chance the average household will be able to
reduce their sewer bill by very much.

Water and sewer bills are mostly based on the large
capital investment required for facilities with only a
little impact coming from operating costs.

A single-resident household, such as for an apart-
ment, might be able to achieve the lower charge of
$175 per year by keeping water use under 27,500
gallons.

The various rates by category now set by the
township are published in the legal notice of today’s
newspaper on page 16. There are residential, busi-
ness, commercial and other types of users defined.

All in all, the township needs to collect $2.8
million for the sewer authority, one way or the other.
We hope the overhead doesn’t grow too much.
We’ve never seen an authority get smaller.

How fair this turns out to be…, we’ll see what
washes out of the system next year.

Westfielders Should Be
Proud of Involvement
Last Tuesday was an historic day for

Westfield. Registered voters came out in
record numbers to support one of the
finest school systems in the State of New
Jersey. As a town, we should be proud of
the process that occurred over the last five
weeks.

Every school district across the state
was stunned by the 5 percent cut from the
Governor. In less than a week, a revised
budget was presented to the public. Our
parents and taxpayers followed the pro-
cess of the school board very closely and
participated actively at weekly meetings.
Dozens of letters to the editor were pub-
lished. Hundreds of questions were fielded
by our community relations office.

The Budget Task Force worked tire-
lessly to keep the parent community in-
formed. Parents came to meetings week
after week having done their own re-
search about the cost of education in the
State of New Jersey and how the cost of
Westfield schools compares to other
towns. The amount of interest and energy
that was expended over the last five weeks
was remarkable, and it made the differ-
ence.

Westfield schools will continue to
thrive because of the care and concern of
our taxpayers and parents.” Thank you”
to everyone who supported the budget
and to everyone who spent their time and
energy educating themselves about the
budget. As I have said on numerous occa-
sions over the years, I feel very lucky to
live in such a wonderful community.

I would also like to extend my thanks
to everyone who supported my candi-
dacy for the board of education. It is a
privilege to serve the Westfield school
system and the Town of Westfield in this
way. I look forward to the next three
years on the board.

Julia Walker
Re-elected, Westfield BOE

Thanks to Voters for
Fanwood Candidates
Sometimes, because some things go

without saying, they actually go without
being said.

To those who supported my recent
candidacy for the SPF BOE out of
Fanwood, I am very grateful. However, I
am sincerely and equally grateful to those
who went out and voted for Amy Winkler
and Chris Pflaum; the commitment these
voters have shown to the school system
and to the community will be needed in
the weeks ahead as Amy and Rob
O’Connor wrestle – not only with the
budget itself – but with broader structural
issues which must be addressed if prop-
erty taxes to be brought under some mea-
sure of control here in Fanwood.

Once again, I ask everyone to remain
engaged, to come to the BOE meetings,
to ask questions and to learn how the
process works.

Our BOE actually does deserve our
support, but accountability and transpar-
ency are what keep the process honest –
even if it might mean a little sand in the
gears of progress over the shorter term.

I ask people to remember, too, that – as
significant amounts of change must come
from above – it will be necessary to hold
to account our legislators in the State
Senate and Assembly. Make your ac-
quaintance with them, as they should be
representing all of us.

I have appreciated the opportunity to
run and to add a voice. Thank you.

Michael Lewis
SPF BOE Candidate

Fanwood

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
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