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VOTING...Fifty-eight percent of state school budgets were defeated in New Jersey on April 20, the highest level since records were kept in 1976. There are more than600 school districts in the state, but only
about 550 have their budgets subject to public vote. Boards of Education (BOEs) by April 28 sent defeated budgets to town councils, who then must decide on the outcome by May 19. State Education
Commissioner Bret Schundler advised that negotiations should occur between the unions, BOEs and town councils. Several districts, where budgets were approved, have discussions underway between BOEs
and unions in an attempt to minimize layoffs. School budget decisions by town councils can be appealed to Commissioner Schundler by the respective boards.

Mattress Factory mattresses are
much more physically fit than name brands...

Because name brands don’t have
“the guts” to outlast us!

Superior 
construction means 
the Mattress Factory 
mattresses are built 2-sided to be
flipped*, lasting years longer than
famous name brands at a fraction 
of the name brand prices.
*applies to spring mattresses only

$50.00
OFF

$100.00
OFF

35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ • 908-322-4178
319 Rte. 10 East, East Hanover • 973-428-0511

Mon–Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5 • East Hanover closed Mon

www.mattressfac.com

any purchase of Twin or
Full Sets of $499 or more
with this coupon.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
New purchases only. Expires 4/30/10 Wstfld

any purchase of Queen or
King Sets of $699 or more
with this coupon. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
New purchases only. Expires 4/30/10 Wstfld

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Tea Party Participants Gather for Meeting in Scotch Plains

Bramnick Hosts
Discussion Tonight on
BOE Services Panel

CRANFORD — Carmen Centuolo,
the executive superintendent for Union
County, will join local school board
leaders and state officials in a panel
discussion on the benefits of shared
services, being held at Union County
College (UCC) in Cranford tonight,
April 29.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), is hosting the
roundtable discussion and encourages
the public to participate.

“This discussion will bring together
policy experts and members of the
public to discuss creative ideas for
long-term savings,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “Now, more than ever, all levels
of government must work together to
make operations more efficient and
save taxpayers money.”

The panel will also include Ginny
Leiz and Julia Walker, president and
vice-president, respectively, of the
Westfield Board of Education; Kerri
Wright, a school board attorney and
member of the Chester Board of
Education, and Kenneth DeRoberts,
chief executive officer of the Gov-
ernment Strategy Group. Ms. Leiz
and Ms. Walker were reelected last
week to their BOE seats.

The meeting comes after the defeat
of 58 percent of school budgets, in-
cluding  nine  in Union County, and
after Governor Chris Christie  slashed
aid by $819 million to address the
state’s fiscal emergency.

The discussion will be held from 7 to
8:30 p.m. in UCC’s North Lecture Hall
on the college’s Cranford campus at
1033 Springfield Avenue. To RSVP,
call (908) 232-2073 or  e-mail
asmbramnick@njleg.org to reserve a
seat.

Scutari Opposes Elimination

Of JPACs by Gov. Christie
TRENTON — The recent decision

by Governor Chris Christie to elimi-
nate County Judicial and Prosecutorial
Appointment Committees (JPACs),
coupled with substantial modifications
to the long-existing compact between
the Governor’s Office and the New
Jersey State Bar Association, is a mat-
ter of “substantial concern,” said Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee Chairman
Nick Scutari (D-Linden).

Under the prior compact, which
was in effect for almost 50 years, all
Governors agreed that any candidate
for Judicial or Prosecutorial Office
who was not favorably approved by
the State Judicial and Prosecutorial
Appointments Committee would not
be released for nomination, the sena-
tor said.

“The input of the legal community

is critical to a full and fair evaluation of
a candidate’s qualifications,” Mr. Scutari
said. “The local JPACs traditionally
were in a superior position to provide
information and evaluation of candi-
dates from their particular county based
upon personal knowledge and experi-
ence. The elimination of the county
JPACs will greatly diminish the amount
of information, which will eventually
be considered in deciding whether or
not to approve a candidate.”

Senator Scutari assured the Bar
Association that the Senate Judiciary
Committee, which has the authority
to review all gubernatorial appoint-
ments, including judges and prosecu-
tors, “will consider input from attor-
neys and Bar Association groups re-
garding candidates for Judicial and
Prosecutorial office.”

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — About 30
citizens of all political persuasions
gathered last Saturday, April 24, in
Scotch Plains under the tree in front
of the township’s library to discuss
what can be done to address concerns
with all levels of government.

Those gathered shared in the belief
that government has expanded be-
yond its constitutional parameters and
that government officials have begun
spending money with little regard for
the consequences.

Attendees were not only residents

of Scotch Plains; some came from
Roselle Park, Westfield and other
towns across Union County.

Monica Felsing, who owns and op-
erates a dog-training business, attended
the meeting, agitated that her business
had “not received any money from
(President Barack) Obama” and be-
cause “nothing points in the direction
of helping the small-business owner.”

Ms. Felsing said a increase in the
capital gains tax would hurt business
by discouraging people from invest-
ing. She was also upset over govern-
ment overspending, saying “[we] can’t
tax our way to prosperity.”

The meeting was organized by
Frank Festa, a former Roselle Park
resident who now lives in Scotch
Plains. Mr. Festa headed the New
Jersey Conservative Party back in the
1970s. Despite Mr. Festa running ad-
vertisements hailing the meeting as a
TEA Party event, his assistant orga-
nizer, Al Smith, clarified that he un-
derstood this meeting to be just “an
organization meeting […] to see how
much interest there is to organize a
larger Union County TEA party.” Mr.
Festa discussed organizing a Roselle
Park TEA Party in the near future with
residents Jacob Magiera, a former
Roselle Park councilman, and Kevin
Murphy, also a former Roselle Park
councilman and current mayoral can-
didate in the borough.

Mr. Festa’s wife, Joyce, a Demo-
crat, also attended the gathering.
Mrs. Festa, despite being of the
same political party as House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calf.)
and Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.),
said she was “outraged over their
irresponsibility,” calling  both
“despicable.” Mrs. Festa said
Democratic leaders have become
“leftists” and have lost touch with

the majority of Democrats, who,
she said, “really want a more cen-
trist [government].”

Other attendees included Bruce
Baker, a Westfield resident and one of
three candidates against incumbent
Rep. Leonard Lance inthe Seventh
congressional seat.

“We don’t just need to get rid of
progressive Democrats; we need to
get rid of progressive Republicans,”
Mr. Baker announced in a speech,
“[Lance] has spent too much of our
money,” and “you can’t keep robbing
Peter to pay Paul; you’ll just make
Peter poor, and there will be a lot more
Pauls to deal with their hands out.”

Mr. Baker noted that the Republi-
can Primary is on June 8. He urged
attendees to get out and vote for him.

Many attendees of this meeting felt
slighted by a rumor that the Scotch
Plains Library had not allowed the
meeting to be held inside because of
a policy banning “groups wherein the
point of view is wholly partisan or
sectarian” from using meeting rooms.

However, although this rule is stated
on the library’s website, Library Di-
rector Meg Kolaya made it clear that
the meeting was prohibited from tak-

ing place inside because the required
paperwork had not been filed, not
because of this rule.


