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million.
Mr. Devanney said the county has

taken a number of measures “that
[have] resulted in nearly $8 million in
savings to the 2010 budget.” This
includes $4.7 million in savings by
eliminating 103 positions through
retirements, layoffs and not filling
vacancies.

The county also refinanced $77.4
million in debt to generate a savings
of $4.35 million over nine years, in-
cluding $1 million in 2010 and re-
duced its healthcare by $12 million
by requiring employees to contribute
to their healthc plans.

In addition, salaries of department
directors, elected officials – includ-
ing the freeholders – and 640 non-
contractual employees were frozen
to save an additional million dollars.

The board also introduced a $57.5-
million capital budget, which calls
for the authorization of $41.9 million
in additional county debt.

Larry Caroselli, director of finance,
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Fanwood Budget
Looking at municipal aid reduc-

tions and the entire budget scenario,
Mayor Mahr said, “Considering all
the negative information we have been
thrown over the last 12 months, this is
a pretty solid budget.”

Mr. Tomkins added, “This is a very
tight budget.”  He said if there are any
“surprises later in the year” in terms
of expenses or aid reductions, “we
really have no place to go; [the money
in the budget] is just not there.”

Mayor Mahr said the borough and
other municipalities are still working
to try to get some reduced or elimi-
nated state aid restored.

Summing up, Mayor Mahr said,
“People are demanding sacrifices; we
have shown that.”

She also said, “Over the last three
years, we have made some very diffi-
cult decisions, some that were not
popular at the time.” But the mayor
said Fanwood remains a “safe and
efficient community.”

The municipal budget has to be
adopted before July 1; a public hear-
ing is scheduled for Monday, May 24
at Borough Hall starting at 7 p.m.

During public comments, resident
Michael Lewis pointed to the school
board’s budget defeat at the polls last

week and asked how the process will
work to review and approve it. Mr.
Lewis was won of three candidates
vying for a full term on the BOE
representing Fanwood. The seat was
won by incumbent Amy Winkler.

Mayor Mahr responded that the
last time Fanwood and Scotch Plains
were in this “position” was about 15
years ago, when the defeated school
budget was sent to both governing
bodies for review, with the two may-
ors serving as “point persons.”

“It was done rather smoothly,”
Mayor Mahr said.

The mayor said both councils have
until May 19 to review all school
budget documentation and hold meet-
ings, separately and jointly, to deter-
mine how to proceed.

“I see this going very profession-
ally and smoothly, recognizing that
more cuts [to the school budget] have
to be made, as the people have spo-
ken,” the mayor said.

Also during public comments,
former borough council member
Donna Dolce said, “I would urge you
not to be overly aggressive” in reduc-
ing the school budget. “Whatever you
save me today is going to cost me
more tomorrow,” she said.

ation and general government includ-
ing the library as well as revenue is-
sues. Mr. Marion said if an additional
session would be held, if necessary, on
May 12. If the budget is introduced on
May 18, a public hearing and vote
would take place on June 15.

Mr. Marion said he had conducted
“hundreds of hours” of meetings with
township department heads during
the past several months as the 2010
spending proposals were assembled
for the council’s input.
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Cell Tower

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO RAIN DELAY...Despite rainy weather last Sunday, hearty area residents
enjoyed good food and vendor wares in downtown Westfield at the Spring Fling.

DWC Looks to ‘Bloom,’
WF Shopping Promotions

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Monday night’s
meeting of the board of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
heard board members discussing
Summer promotions, most notably
Westfield in Bloom, and a proposed
new “Shop Locally, Dine Often” cam-
paign. The board also heard that a
pair of projected signs, sometimes
also referred to as blade signs, had
been approved for retailers.

Westfield is participating for the
second time in the America in Bloom
program. This program calls on a
diverse group of organizations an in-
dividuals to use plants and flowers to
beautify the town. Judging is sched-
uled for July 12 and 13. A donation of
$3,500 plus soil Fafard, a supplier to
Williams Nursery, who has partnered
with DWC in the Westfield in Bloom
program.

Keller-Williams Realty has been
looking to open a Westfield office.
The DWC has suggested they use
their RED (Renew, Energize and
Donate) Day promotion to plant the
bed at the North Avenue Train Station
horseshoe with roses. The bed backs
up to the brick wall at the end of Elm
Street. Roses were chosen because
they’re available in red, and are a
durable, low maintenance planting.

The “Shop Locally, Dine Often”

campaign is an outgrowth of the
voices of several attendees at the
Business and Property Owners Fo-
rum. The plan is to use this theme to
try to keep Westfielders supporting
their local businesses. Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea quoted Mayor
Andy Skibitsky as saying, “If you
can’t find it in Westfield, you don’t
need it.”

Mr. Gildea said that the installa-
tion of lights as part of last year’s
South Avenue Streetscape project is
scheduled to begin on May 10, with
completion expected within a few
weeks. He also told the board that the
parking pay stations in that area would
be activated soon.

These pay stations will mark the
first time that pay stations will offer
the “10 minutes free” as offered on
street meters. Mr. Gildea said he an-
ticipated an ordinance authorizing
the pay stations in this area. DWC
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
commented that the DWC would
reach out to area businesses so they
wouldn’t be caught unaware once
precise timing is determined.

Mrs. Cronin also said two pro-
jected signs at Melinda Lane and
Bittersweet Designs were approved.
These signs, which are in line with
design criteria established by the
DWC but are out of compliance with
current town rules, mark the first step
towards bringing new signage to the
downtown business district.

She said the DWC was adopting a
new strategy to change sign ordi-
nances. Previously, the concept was
to rewrite the entire ordinance, but
that proved a daunting task, so the
DWC will now bring changes to the
town council individually, and hope
to keep the job manageable by this
“small steps” strategy.

The DWC’s annual retreat this year
is going to be held on Sunday, May
23. The format will be a tour of the
town, with discussion of various ar-
eas of interest to the board. The sug-
gestion for this format came from
board Chairman Dominick Verdic.

SALUTING THOSE WHO SERVE…Cranford firefighters and First Aid Squad
members will be honored at an Evensong service this Saturday, May 1, at 4 p.m.
in Sherlock Hall at the Trinity Episcopal Church, located at North and Forest
Avenues in Cranford. The service will feature music by the Trinity Church Choir
and Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums, plus the blessing of a fire
truck and ambulance. A reception will follow and the public is invited.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INFORMING  THE PUBLIC...Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
left, joins Fanwood’s Police Chief Richard Trigo and Mayor Colleen Mahr at a
forum at Forest Road Park on April 21. The event, sponsored by the Fanwood
Democratic Club, which drew about 40 residents and local officials, was one in
a series of forums the mayor said are intended to give residents a sense of what
direction the borough is heading on a number of fronts.
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Freeholders to Raise Taxes
said that original capital requests from
department directors would have re-
quired the county to issue debt of
over $50 million. Through the budget
process that number was slashed by
$9 million.

Highlights of the capital budget
include the $3-million renovation of
the former county juvenile detention
center in Elizabeth, which will serve
as a backup for the county jail, $2.5
million for dredging of county lakes,
$1 million for synthetic-turf projects,
$2 million as part of the Union
County Parks Master Plan and an-
other $5 million for a master plan at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark, a former
golf course.

Another $9 million is included for
a new clubhouse at the Galloping
Hill Golf Course. Also included is
$3.5 million for capital projects for
Union County College, $1.4 million
for Vo-Tech, $1.1 for public works
and $1.5 million for emergency man-
agement.

Garwood: ‘Ultimately the Budget
Lies In Hands of the BOE’

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Board of Educa-
tion held its organizational meeting Tues-
day, installing the new board for 2010-
2011.

Business Administrator and Board Sec-
retary William Muzzio swore in new
member Brendan McDermott and return-
ing members John Sullivan and Susan
Groning, each having earned the popular
vote in last Tuesday’s election.

The board voted Adele Lewis to her
sixth full year as BOE president and Linda
Koenig to her first year as vice-president.

The curriculum for the upcoming year
passed unanimously though some par-
ents expressed concern because of the
budget defeat, feeling that the full-day
kindergarten program will be cut to a
half-day due to the necessity of trimming
costs.

The voters defeated the proposed $6.5-
million school tax levy in support of an
overall $8.3-million budget on April 20
by a margin of 358 to 353. The tax levy
was up $251,187 over last year or $125 on
a home assessed at $100,000.

“We still don’t know the ramifications
of the budget being defeated,” Ms. Lewis
said. “We need to meet with the govern-
ing body.”

Ms. Lewis said any cuts recommended
by the borough council would be dis-
cussed at the next BOE meeting on May
18, but that, ultimately, the fate of the
budget lies in the hands of the BOE.

“I would urge the board not to consider
any other cuts,” said Tom Evelina, a resi-
dent who lost the race for a seat on the
BOE by 29 votes. “Four votes is not an

overwhelming majority by any stretch of
the imagination.”

Resident Patricia Puentes said if bud-
get cuts were deemed necessary, she
would rather the money go toward educa-
tional programs as opposed to sports pro-
grams.

“Once you cut a program, you’re never
going to get it back,” said Mr. Evelina.
“I’d rather see them keep the budget in-
tact.”

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley assured residents the administra-
tion does not want to cut the full-day
kindergarten program. Ms. Koenig sug-
gested that residents who wish to speak
up about the future of the budget attend
the May 11 borough council meeting.

Floor plans for the incorporation of
Washington School students into Lincoln
School will be presented at the next BOE
meeting, May 18, along with the final
budget. There will be a private meeting
for parents of pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten students, as they will be most
affected by the merge of the two schools.

Resident Julie Harnisher presented the
board with a petition to protect kindergar-
ten teacher Christina Odermatt from the
staff layoffs that will, ultimately, occur
due to the significant cut in state aid.
Signed by the parents and guardians of all
22 of Ms. Odermatt’s students, the peti-
tion requests that the board consider the
untenured teacher to be an asset to their
school.

“She is a bundle of energy and enthu-
siasm,” Ms. Harnisher said. “We’ve seen
great strides in our children over the year.”

The board will determine and announce
staff cuts over the summer.

Julia Walker Named WF BOE
President; Ann Cary Is VP

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Julia Walker took
over as president of the board of educa-
tion and Ann Cary was named vice-
president at the board’s reorganization
meeting on Tuesday.

Ms. Walker succeeds Ginny Leiz,
who led the board for three years and,
along with Ms. Walker, was re-elected
to a third three-year term last week
when voters, in addition to approving
the 2010 school budget, also elected
Mitch Slater.

Calling Ms. Walker a “problem
solver,” Ms. Leiz said her successor has
“the keenest listening skills I have ever
encountered and one of the sharpest
minds I know.” The outgoing president
said after three years as vice-president
and three years as president, it was
“time for other colleagues to take on
leadership roles.”

After the board voted unanimously
to name Ms. Walker president, she said
Ms. Leiz had shown “almost limitless
energy for this work.” Later in the meet-
ing, Ms. Walker called her new role an
“honor and a privilege,” and said the
board’s “collective goal is to provide a
great education for the children of
Westfield.” And, in a nod to state aid
cuts to boards of education, she said,
“this will be a more difficult year as the
politics of education swirls around us.”

Ms. Cary was more direct in her
remarks after being selected as vice-
president, saying, “children were not
[a] priority” for Governor Christie, who
she accused of promoting “divisive
policies.”

As part of its reorganization agenda,
the board also voted “en masse” on
some two dozen resolutions related to
personnel, curriculum, purchasing and
finance. Ms. Walker also thanked sev-
eral organizations for “generous con-
tributions” to schools, including land-
scaping at Lincoln School, a drum set
for Jefferson School, $500 from the
Lincoln School PTO to buy art supplies
and several grants from the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts.

Superintendent of schools Margaret
Dolan said she had attended a meeting,
along with several other area superin-
tendents, with Senator Tom Kean and
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (both
R-21) to discuss education issues in the
wake of the state’s aid cuts. The super-
intendent called the meeting a “good
use of time” during which school offi-
cials made suggestions “on what might
be possible” going forward.”

The board’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, May 4 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Jefferson Elementary School at which
time teacher Diana Collins will be hon-
ored as this year’s Philhower Fellow-
ship winner.


