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Freeholders Unveil $473M Budget;
County Taxes to Jump 4.64 Percent

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday in-
troduced a $473-million budget,
which will raise $277,356,170 in taxes
county-wide, up 4.64 percent, or
$12.3 million, over last year.

A total of $28.2 million will be
collected in Westfield, an increase of
$1.9 million over last year; Scotch
Plains will pay $15.3 million in county
taxes, an increase of $899,210;
Fanwood will pay $4.5 million, up
$341,740; Mountainside’s tax will
be $6.9 million, a hike of $242,635,
with Garwood paying $2.6 million,
an increase of $229,457. Cranford’s
county tax will be $15.5 million, an
$893,999 hike. At $31.6 million,
Elizabeth will pay the highest tax,
although the tax per household will
be $1,198, a slight increase of $25
over 2009.

Summit residents will pay the high-
est average county tax per household

at $3,468, a $198 hike over last year;
Westfielders will pay $2,737, a $179
hike; Fanwood residents, $1,670, an
increase of $121 over 2009; Scotch
Plains, $1,886, a $101 hike;
Mountainside, $2,323, a $79 increase,
and Cranford, $1,701, a $106 in-
crease.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, chairman
of the fiscal affairs committee, said
that funding cuts in Governor Chris
Christie’s proposed budget include
$4 million for reimbursement for a
rehabilitation program for inmates at
the Union County jail and $1.2 mil-

lion for reimbursement for state in-
mates housed at the county lockup.

“So, that $5-million cut takes our
tax impact for the average tax in-
crease from $55 to $84 (per average
household),” Mr. Mirabella said. “It’s
frustrating [enough] in a tough bud-
get season [and] a tough economy
without the increased pressure from
the state.” County officials said they
were looking at a $272-million tax
levy, or $7.3 million over 2009 prior
to the two cuts. County Manager
George Devanney said at the start of
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NO RAIN DELAY...Despite rainy weather last Sunday, hardy area residents enjoyed good food and vendor wares in
downtown Westfield at the Spring Fling celebration.

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
TEA PARTY BREWING...Citizens from the region met on Saturday in front of
the Scotch Plains Public Library to discuss whether to form a Union County Tea
Party. See story on page 2.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
LONG VIEW... The New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts treats visitors to
alphorn tunes at the Westfield Spring
Fling last Sunday.

Fred Rossi  for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE REINS...Outgoing Westfield Board of Education President Ginny
Leiz, right, hands off the gavel to newly-sworn-in BOE President Julia Walker at
Tuesday’s BOE meeting.  At left is BOE member Ann Cary.

GW: ‘Ultimately, The Budget
Lies in the Hands of the BOE’

Walker Named WF BOE
President; Cary to Serve as VP

Westfield Council Fields Residents’
Concerns Over Roadway Safety

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The subject of
crossing guards and pedestrian safety
was once again in the spotlight at
Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council meeting, with one resident
asking for increased enforcement of
crosswalk safety and another ques-
tioning the potential cut of crossing
guards around town.

East Dudley Avenue resident Ralph
Steinhart said that he was almost hit
by a driver talking on a cell phone and
asked for statistics on the number of
summonses issued to drivers violat-
ing state law by talking on the phone
while driving. He also said more pub-
licity on the topic is needed to edu-
cate drivers.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky stated that

while the police force is currently
“stretched thin,” he has asked that
more enforcement be done at cross-
walks as time permits.

Public Safety Committee Chair-
woman JoAnn Neylan agreed with
Mr. Steinhart, stating that, “people
need to be made aware that (cell
phone use while driving) is against
the law.” She added that a new law,
sponsored by Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, recently was passed in
New Jersey that requires drivers to
stop, rather than yield, for a pedes-
trian in a crosswalk.

Mr. Steinhart also suggested that
the town decrease the number of ve-
hicles it owns in order to reduce costs,
or investigate more shared services
with other towns for items such as
fire trucks. Mayor Skibitsky said that

he recently held a workshop with
other Union County mayors to dis-
cuss such issues.

Resident Jim Baker questioned the
council on a recent article in The
Westfield Leader regarding the po-
tential firing of crossing guards.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca re-
sponded that, “we are not cutting all
crossing guards.” He said that
Westfield has 59 crossing guard posi-
tions at a cost of approximately
$400,000 a year, which, according to
him, is more than any nearby com-
munity, with Summit coming closest
at 27 positions.

When pressed for an answer as to
whether or not crossing guards will
definitely be eliminated, Councilman
Ciarrocca said that he does anticipate
that positions will be cut. “Every
department in this town will see re-
ductions,” he told Mr. Baker.

Councilwoman Neylan added that
it is the “top priority of the Public
Safety Committee to maintain safe
roads,” and that “whatever decisions
are made (will be done) with the
utmost care.”

The councilwoman also offered a
Public Safety Committee report dur-
ing the meeting to inform residents
that a letter has been sent to Union
County asking that the signal timing
be corrected at the intersection of
Crossway Place and North Avenue.
She additionally announced that in
the next few weeks, the intersection
of Fourth Avenue and South Chest-
nut Street, near Gumbert Park, would
become a four-way stop.

She additionally addressed the is-
sue of recent graffiti vandalism around
town, saying that volunteers are now
cleaning up the areas. Councilwoman
Neylan said that if caught, whoever is
defacing public property would be
punished “to (the) fullest extent of
the law.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved the first reading of an ordi-
nance that increases the road opening
permit fee. The fee, which begins at
$100, to open roadways increases
based on the square footage of pave-
ment that needs to be dug up. A $500
cash bond also is required. All fees
are waived for work done by Union
County, provided they file an appli-
cation prior to the work beginning.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Julia Walker took
over as president of the board of edu-
cation and Ann Cary was named vice-
president at the Westfield Board of
Education’s reorganization meeting
on Tuesday.

Ms. Walker succeeds Ginny Leiz,
who led the board for three years and,
along with Ms. Walker, was re-elected
to a third three-year term last week
when voters, in addition to approving
the 2010 school budget, also elected
Mitch Slater.

Calling Ms. Walker a “problem
solver,” Ms. Leiz said her successor
has “the keenest listening skills I have
ever encountered and one of the sharp-
est minds I know.” The outgoing presi-

dent said that after three years as
vice-president and three years as
president, it was “time for other col-
leagues to take on leadership roles.”

After the board voted unanimously
to name Ms. Walker president, she
said Ms. Leiz had shown “almost
limitless energy for this work.” Later
in the meeting, Ms. Walker called her
new role an “honor and a privilege,”
and said the board’s “collective goal
is to provide a great education for the
children of Westfield.” And, in a nod
to state aid cuts to local boards of
education, she said, “this will be a
more difficult year as the politics of
education swirls around us.”

Ms. Cary was more direct in her
remarks after being selected as vice-
president, saying, “children were not
[a] priority” for Governor Chris
Christie, whom she accused of pro-
moting “divisive policies.”

As part of its reorganization
agenda, the board also voted en
masse on some two dozen resolu-
tions related to personnel, curricu-
lum, purchasing and finance. Ms.
Walker also thanked several organi-
zations for “generous contributions”
to schools, including landscaping at
Lincoln School, a drum set for
Jefferson Elementary School, $500
from the Lincoln School PTO to buy
art supplies and several grants from
the Westfield Coalition for the Arts.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan said she had attended a
meeting, along with several other area
superintendents, with State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (both R-21) to discuss
education issues in the wake of the
state’s aid cuts. The superintendent
called the meeting a “good use of
time,” during which school officials
made suggestions “on what might be
possible going forward.”

The board’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, May 4, at 7:30 p.m. at
Jefferson Elementary School, at
which time teacher Diana Collins
will be honored as this year’s
Philhower Fellowship winner.

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) held its
organizational meeting Tuesday, in-
stalling the new board for 2010-2011.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary William Muzzio swore in
new member Brendan McDermott
and returning members John Sullivan
and Susan Groning, each having
earned the popular vote in last
Tuesday’s election.

The board voted Adele Lewis to
her sixth full year as BOE president
and Linda Koenig to her first year as
vice-president.

The curriculum for the upcoming
year passed unanimously, although

some parents expressed concern be-
cause of the budget defeat, feeling
that the full-day kindergarten pro-
gram will be cut to a half-day due to
the necessity of trimming costs.

The voters defeated the proposed
$6.5-million school tax levy in sup-
port of an overall $8.3-million bud-
get on April 20 by a margin of 358 to
353. The tax levy was up $251,187
over last year, or $125 on a home
assessed at $100,000.

“We still don’t know the ramifica-
tions of the budget being defeated,”
Ms. Lewis said. “We need to meet
with the governing body.”

Ms. Lewis said any cuts recom-
mended by the borough council would

DWC Looks to ‘Bloom,’
WF Shopping Promotions

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Monday night’s
meeting of the board of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
saw board members discussing sum-
mer promotions, most notably
Westfield in Bloom and a proposed
new “Shop Locally, Dine Often” cam-
paign. The board also heard that a pair
of projected signs, sometimes also
referred to as blade signs, had been
approved for retailers.

Westfield is participating for the
second time in the America in Bloom
program. This program calls on a di-
verse group of organizations and indi-
viduals to use plants and flowers to
beautify the town. Judging is sched-
uled for July 12 and 13.

Keller-Williams Realty has been
looking to open a Westfield office.
The DWC has suggested Keller-Wil-
liams use its RED (Renew, Energize
and Donate) Day promotion to plant
the bed at the North Avenue Train
Station horseshoe with roses. The bed
backs up to the brick wall at the end of
Elm Street. Roses were chosen be-
cause they are available in red and are
a durable, low-maintenance planting.

The “Shop Locally, Dine Often”
campaign is an outgrowth of the voices
of several attendees at the Business
and Property Owners Forum. The plan
is to use this theme to try to keep
Westfielders supporting their local
businesses. Town Administrator Jim
Gildea quoted Mayor Andy Skibitsky
as saying, “If you can’t find it in

Westfield, you don’t need it.”
Mr. Gildea said that the installation

of lights as part of last year’s South
Avenue Streetscape project is sched-
uled to begin on Monday, May 10,
with completion expected within a
few weeks. He also told the board that
the parking pay stations in that area
would be activated soon.

These pay stations will mark the
first time that pay stations will offer
the much-loved “10 minutes free” of-
fered on street meters. Mr. Gildea said
he anticipated an ordinance authoriz-
ing the pay stations in this area. DWC
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
commented that the DWC would reach
out to area businesses so they would
not be caught unaware once precise
timing is determined.

Mrs. Cronin also said two projected
signs at Melinda Lane and Bittersweet
Designs were approved. These signs,
which are in line with design criteria
established by the DWC but are out of
compliance with current town rules,
mark the first step towards bringing
new signage to the downtown busi-
ness district.

She said the DWC was adopting a
new strategy to change sign ordi-
nances. Previously, the concept was to
rewrite the entire ordinance, but that
proved a daunting task, so the DWC
will now bring changes to the town
council individually, and hope to keep
the job manageable by this “small
steps” strategy.

The DWC’s annual retreat this year
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