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WSO Gala to Feature
Broadway’s Ragusa

WESTFIELD – Noted classical and
popular artists will weave magical and
musical spells on fortunate guests at
Echo Lake Country Club, on May 1,
during the Benefit Gala for the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO).

Michele Ragusa, a classically trained
soprano with a long list of Broadway
productions and accolades to her credit,
is ready to thrill Gala guests with her
voice, which spans three octaves.

This Barrymore Award winner has
played leading roles in Mel Brooks’
Broadway production of Young Fran-
kenstein and in such classics as Music
Man and a Dallas production of Guys
and Dolls. Ms. Ragusa recently ap-
peared at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
the title role of Kiss Me, Kate.

Michael Lavine, a noted New York
City-based musical director, pianist,
vocal coach and singer, will accom-
pany Ms. Ragusa.

Internationally-acclaimed WSO con-
certmaster Byung-Kook Kwak will per-
form a viola/violin duet with his vir-
tuoso daughter, Christine. Mr Kwak
enjoys a versatile career as a soloist,
chamber musician and educator.

Following in her father’s footsteps,
Christine Kwak also possesses a
master’s degree from Juilliard School
of Music.

Rounding out the entertainment for
the Gala is the New Jersey dance band
Groove and the popular and local magi-
cian Henry Carlyle of Cranford.

With a national reputation as a per-
former specializing in magical and
mental entertainment with a comedic
touch, Mr. Carlyle promises to enchant
Gala guests.

“We are indeed fortunate to have
talent of such superb caliber at our
Gala,” said WSO Maestro David Wroe.
Gala Chairwoman Mary-Beth Phillips
said, “The symphony’s reputation pre-
cedes itself. WSO attracts only the
best...you hear that for yourself in every
concert. The Gala is only continuing
the tradition of excellence begun by
Maestro Wroe.”

This year’s auctions will feature
unique experiences for purchase, and a
surprise guest will draw the winning
stub for the 50/50 raffle.

The public is invited and tickets for
this fundraising event may be purchased
through April 24 by calling the sym-
phony office at (908) 232-9400. Raffle
tickets are available until April 30.

Contemporary Art Group
Presents Eclectic Artwork

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The Artist Framer in
Cranford is the venue for an eclectic
group of work by the Watchung-
based Contemporary Art Group
(CAG).

The group, which began as an off-
shoot of the Westfield Arts Associa-
tion, consists of
members who re-
side in Middlesex,
Morris, Union and
Somerset Coun-
ties.

From portraits
to sculpture, from
encaustic to pho-
tography, the
walls of the Artist
Framer gallery
were laden with
80 exquisite cre-
ations of this di-
verse and multi-
talented group.

“The Contem-
porary Art Group
has established a
great relationship
with the Artist
Framer and pro-
prietor Stefanie Lalor,” said Dom
Ioele of Cranford, co-president of
CAG.

Several of the 32 participating art-
ists were from the
area.

Scotch Plains
residents Marion
Derrett and Cheri
Rogowsky exhib-
ited pastels and
photography, re-
spectively, while
Brooke Gardener
and Cynthia
Weiss, both of
Mountainside, ex-
hibited sculpture
and monotypes,
respectively.

Participating Westfield artists in-
cluded Gladys Reimers, sculpture;
Natalie Becker, oils; Millicent K.
Brady, photography; Laura Brown,
oils; Joy Ann Cabanos, oils; John
Triarsi, oils; Linnea W. Rhodes, wa-
ter colored pens and ink; Dianne
Taliaferro, pastels, and Barbara Uhr,
pastels.

Ms. Derrett, a fairly new CAG
member, displayed three pastels,
“Glass of Wine,” “White Water” and
“Startled.”

Her association with CAG has
opened up new venues for her work.

“CAG is a very active group, and
as a member, I am given many op-
portunities to display my artwork,”
she said.

Ms. Rhodes, whose water colored
pens and ink are often inspired by
her travels, also displayed three

pieces: “North
Union Avenue
( C r a n f o r d ) , ”
“Beach II” and
“Santa Clara.”

As co-president
of CAG with Mr.
Ioele, Ms Rhodes
has seen first hand
the growth of the
organization.

“We now have
almost 50 mem-
bers. New artists
come to us for the
opportunity to
show at five or six
venues each year,
a wonderful net-
work of artists
who share their
knowledge and
their expertise,

and stimulating monthly meetings
with presentations on all facets of
the art world,” she said.

Ms. Uhr exhibited three pastels:
“ S h i n i n g
T h r o u g h , ”
“Goldie’s Pond”
and “The Way
Through.”

“[The CAG] is
made up of a di-
verse group of art-
ists who come to-
gether to share, to
learn and to sup-
port each other in
their artistic en-
deavors,” she said.

Artist Framer
proprietor Stefanie Lalor was as
pleased to host the CAG exhibit as
the group was to be there.

She was especially pleased that the
exhibit included sculpture, which Art-
ist Framer had never before exhibited.

“The CAG Exhibit is a fun show by
a fun and talented art group,” she
said.

The CAG exhibit will be at the
Artist Framer through May 1, 2010.

The Artist Framer is located at 17
North Avenue. For more information,
call (908) 931-1133.

Marion Derrett’s “Glass of Wine”

CLASSIFIEDS

Charles Miller’s “Burnished”

WF’s Malinsky Infuses Work
With Recognition of Heritage

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Those who missed
Westfield resident Irit Malinsky’s
exhibit, “Awakening My Unified
Field,” at the Westfield Memorial
Library (WML) last month can still
view her work at L & M Art Gallery
in Elizabeth, where it will be on
display until May 1.

The Elizabeth exhibit will be a
mix of new and old pieces, and like
the WML exhibit, it will demon-
strate Ms. Malinsky’s signature ar-
tistic style of translating Biblical
myth into artistic image.

Ms. Malinsky works primarily in
oil, which gives her paintings an
ethereal perspective while offering
the viewer the predominant theme
of feminine spirituality.

She uses mellow and subtle hues,
including soft blues, to capture these
feminine elements that lie embed-

ded within the larger context of her
work, and many of her paintings con-
tain actual images of women.

One example is “Invisible Joy with
G-d,” which contains two female
forms surrounded by words in He-
brew.

Likewise, her “Shekhinah Dwells
in the Realm of Queen Esther” em-
phasizes the theme of feminine spiri-
tuality as creativity.

“Skekhinah is the Hebrew word for
the feminine aspect of the Divine,”
the artist explained.

Ms. Malinsky’s work incorporates
three elements that she describes as
“Biblical interpretation, myth as an
aspect of culture, and the pursuit of
awareness.”

According to the artist, she relies
on an emotional bonding with her
painting to unleash her authentic and
creative force.

Infused throughout Ms. Malinsky’s

work is the recognition of, and re-
spect for, her Jewish heritage.

“My aspiration has been to influ-
ence and contribute to Jewish lives and
the world of opportunities,” she said.

To this end, she recently partici-
pated, along with 19 other artists, in
an art sale at L & M Art Gallery, in
which part of the sale proceeds were
donated to the food pantry of Jewish
Family Services of Central New Jer-
sey.

Ms. Malinsky was born in Israel
and has lived in the United States for
12 years.

She holds a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Media Arts from Wiz Col-
lege of Design in Haifa, and a Mas-
ter of Arts degree in Fine Arts Edu-
cation with an Option in Studio from
Kean University.

She currently teaches art at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield.

L & M Art Gallery is located at
124 Elmora Avenue in Elizabeth.
For gallery hours and more informa-
tion on Ms. Malinsky’s exhibit, con-
tact the gallery at (908) 351-2633.
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Broadway’s Michele Ragusa

Concertmaster Byung-Kook Kwak

UCPAC Presents Beatbox
With Ball in the House

RAHWAY – On Saturday, April 25,
the Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC) will present Boston’s
original beatbox vocal pop band, Ball
in the House. The afternoon will begin
at 12:30 p.m. with an interactive work-
shop for families (registration required),
followed by a public concert at 3 p.m.

Ball in the House consists of five
guys using only their voices. This Bos-
ton-based group takes a cappella to the
next stage, with vocal drums/beatbox
and vocal bass under their pop harmo-
nies to create a sound that is hard to
believe.

Opening for, and performing with,
acts such as Cher, 98°, Jessica Simpson,
Blondie, Smokey Robinson, The Temp-
tations and numerous others. Ball in the
House can even be heard on national
TV and radio as the voice behind the
commercials for Cool Whip dessert
topping.

Presented as part of the UCPAC’s
education program Mentors in Music
and the Arts, the UCPAC invites local
families, with children age 8 and older,

to participate in a hands-on educational
workshop with the artists of Ball in the
House.

The workshop will begin at 12:30
p.m. Families are welcome to register
for the opportunity to familiarize and
understand firsthand the unique sounds
and techniques of an a cappella vocal
pop band.

The presenting artists will demon-
strate the sounds of the “beatbox” mu-
sic style as well as introduce the partici-
pating students to the technical vocabu-
lary of a cappella music composition.

Registration is required. To register,
or for more information, call the UCPAC
Box Office at (732) 499-8226. Tickets
for the public concert are just $15 gen-
eral admission. UCPAC is offering free
admission to the currently unemployed
and up to four of their immediate fam-
ily members. Patrons may present proof
of unemployment, such as an unem-
ployment check stub, at the box office.
The offer ends on April 21 at 5 p.m.

The box office is located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway.

WSO Presents Unique
Season-Finale Celebration

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
8, at 8 p.m., at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
join with more than 200 voices in a
collaborative celebration.

“Our season finale concert will
reflect a unique cross-fertilization
of artistic and cultural offerings,”
remarked WSO Music Director
David Wroe. “And it will present not
one, but two musical masterpieces
that have become international an-
thems for celebration with messages
of peace and unity that are more
important and timely today than
ever.”

In a unique cross-cultural partner-
ship, Maestro Wroe is partnering
with Chinese choirs from Asian com-
munities throughout New York and
New Jersey to form a grand 150-
piece chorus for a rare performance
of China’s most famed choral mas-
terpiece: The Yellow River Cantata.

Xian Xinghai’s Yellow River Can-
tata, which has not been performed
in New Jersey for over 10 years, may
be the work that most frequently
raises the passion of Chinese people
around the world.

It reflects Chinese patriotism
people during World War II and
called compatriots to unite to re-
cover the homeland from Japanese
occupation. Its dramatic music sym-
bolized the struggle for liberty and
the piece soon gained widespread
popularity to become one of China’s
greatest anthems to heroism and soli-
darity and, ultimately, to peace and
celebration.

The concert and WSO season fi-

nale will come to a fitting end with
Beethoven’s colossal Ninth Sym-
phony complete with its magnificent
Ode to Joy.

Arguably the most iconic work in
Western art, Beethoven’s “Choral”
Symphony is a monumental master-
piece that occupies a treasured place
in our hearts and minds, moving and
inspiring us to experience joy and
realize nothing less than the brother-
hood of man.

Four vocal soloists and the full
chorus of Bergen County’s Pro Arte
Chorale join the orchestra for this,
one the most groundbreaking works
in human history and one of
humankind’s most awe-inspiring cre-
ations.

“Beethoven’s 9th with its Ode to
Joy represents one of the pinnacles
of symphonic music, and is a fitting
climax to our 2009-2010 program,”
continued Maestro Wroe. “Both mu-
sically and intellectually, I can hardly
imagine a better way to round off
what has been a magnificent WSO
season.”

A short informational lecture will
be conducted by Shuang Guo prior
to the concert in the Westfield Pres-
byterian Church Chapel at 7 p.m.

Tickets, which are priced between
$25 and $70, may be purchased di-
rectly from the WSO office, located
at 224 East Broad Street, or by call-
ing the box office at (908) 232-9400.

Tickets are also available at the
Town Book Store in Westfield and
Martin Jewelers in Cranford.

For further information, call (908)
232-9400 or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Beth Sullivan or Barbara Lang 
    908-578-3812           908-403-6936

  600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
  Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE ~ SUNDAY APRIL 25TH ~ 1-4  
416 BIRCH AVENUE, WESTFIELD 

A JEWEL IN THE GARDENS 

JUST LISTED! This stunning and totally updated 5 bedroom Classic Tudor rests
gracefully in the heart of Westfield’s prestigious Gardens neighborhood. A
sumptuous haven from the pressures of everyday life, this home exudes
sophistication with modern luxuries and outstanding interior flow for formal
entertaining and family living. Exceptional architectural details, hardwood
floors, a spectacular family room addition with dramatic floor to ceiling stone
fireplace, two additional fireplaces, designer kitchen and so much more make
this the perfect Westfield home. OUTSTANDING LOCATION – just blocks from
schools, town & NYC transportation. Please see VIRTUAL TOUR & FLOOR
PLANS: www.416birchavenue.com.

SALES PROS NEEDED

SALES Professionals needed
for booming SOLAR industry.
Positions with unlimited
income potential available for
customer focused, energetic,
motivated, sales professionals.
E-mail resume to ap@apsolar.biz

Surf City, LBI
Summer Rental

4 BR, 3 Bath raised ranch.
Sunset & MBR decks. 2

blks from SC 5th St. ocean
beach & town. Central air
on 2nd level. Wks in July 
& Aug. Linens/towels in-
cluded. $2,600/wk. Email 

SurfCityinLBI@gmail.com
or call 908-358-8416

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Lg 3 dr armoir; day bed w/lg dr;
3 dr dresser or changing table w/
cab; glider w/ ft stool. Good cond.
Maple. P/U only. $700 for all.

Call (908) 889-6004

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Prime office space for rent at
189 Elm Street, Westfield

$800 per month.
Call Tammie at (201) 891-1130.

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE SALE

Saturday, 4-24, 9am-2pm
Rain or Shine

622 Dorian Rd, Westfield
Outdoor/Indoor Furniture, Art,
Golf Clubs, Video games, Air
Hockey Tbl, Sports Eqpmt, Kid/
Adult Clthg, Housewares & more!

GARAGE SALE

Sat,  4/24,  9am-2pm
359 Park View Drive

Scotch Plains
Childrens & womens clothes,

shoes, H/H items, toys,
PB sofa covers & more

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented.  5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE

Attractive, Large, Professional
Office in Westfield, NJ.
Sublet 3 1/2 Days $600

Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626

SUMMER CHILDCARE WANTED

Experienced & responsible col-
lege student/other with car needed
for M - F summer babysitting job
in Westfield. References req’d.

Call (908) 654-1911

MOUNTAINSIDE APT

One B/R, one bath apartment
walk to NY bus

Parking for two vehicles
(908) 654-1999

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Clean, attractive, 2 BR
duplex near town & transp.
Updated granite kitchen. W/D,
HWd Flrs, CAC. Incl. garage.
$1800/mo.  (908) 568-1217

MEDICAL MASSAGE
Westfield - After you have tried
everything for your lower back
pain (especially Sciatica Pain)
but still have pain, come see me.
Please call Jason Wang for an
appointment at 37 Elm St.

(908) 233-7790 or
cell (908) 487-8375

CLEANING SERVICE

Loyal, Honest, Hard Working
woman willing to clean houses,

offices and apartments.
25 yrs cleaning exp. trans. & refs.

Have any questions?
Call her hotline (908) 380-1721

F/T INSURANCE CSR

INSURANCE LICENSE AND
EXPERIENCE W/TAM

(908) 654-1999

HELP WANTED

Busy medical office looking for
part-time clerk / receptionist.
18-24 hrs/wk. Possible summer
employment opportunity.
Fax resumes to (908) 598-0298

NORMANDY BEACH RENTAL

Ocean Block, Newer Home
Great for families, Sleeps 10

June, July, August
(908) 647-7525

FOR SALE

Leather sofa and matching
loveseat with upholstered pillows.
$250 each. Call (908) 419-5223

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 6, 2010
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY (I)
AMENDING SECTION 23-2.3
ENTITLED, “REGULATIONS
APPLICABLETO ALL
ZONES”; (II) AMENDING SEC-
TION 23-3.16 ENTITLED, “SC-
1 SENIOR CITIZEN ZONE”;
AND (III) AMENDING SEC-
TION 23-4.2 ENTITLED, “PER-
MITTED AREA MODIFICA-
TIONS”; (IV) AMENDING SEC-
TION 23-3.4A ENTITLED
“SCHEDULE OF YARD, AREA
AND BUILDING REGULA-
TIONS”; AND (V) REZONING
A PORTION OF LOT 5.0102 IN
BLOCK 7201.

A public hearing for same was sched-
uled to be held on Tuesday, April  20, 2010
at 8:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of
the Municipal Building, however the public
hearing had to be postponed until Tues-
day, May 4, 2010 or any time and place to
which a meeting for the further consider-
ation of such ordinance shall from time to
time be adjourned, and all persons inter-
ested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/22/10, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on April 12, 2010, the
Board adopted the following Resolutions:

Approved, Steven Costalos, t/a Beam
Reach Properties, for preliminary and final
site plan with variances for property lo-
cated at 2508 Plainfield Avenue, Block
6503, Lot 8, M-1 Zone.

Approved, Romano DiNizo, for minor
subdivision/lot line adjustment for prop-
erty located at 2504 Plainfield Avenue,
Block 6503, Lots 7 & 9.

The files pertaining to these applica-
tions are in the Office of the Planning
Board, Municipal Building and available
for public inspection during regular office
hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/22/10, The TImes Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
MAY 12, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
the Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
Special Meeting in the first floor Council
Chambers for the continuation of the pub-
lic hearing for T. Mobile Northeast, LLC/
New York SMSA d/b/a Verizon Wireless
for a Use Variance to install a 125 feet
Monopole at Hillside Cemetary, 1401-1545
Woodland Avenue, Block 16501, Lot 1.
The Applicant also proposes Preliminary
and Final Site Plan approval and a fence
variance.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/22/10, The Times Fee: $22.95

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750
(201) 864-7024 leave message
WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
editor@goleader.com


