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ROSE FIRES IN 4; HOFFMAN, WEISSE NOTCH 3 EACH

Blue Devils Lax Girls Whip
Morristown Colonials, 14-10

PETERSON RIPS 3-RUN HR;BOERSIG, CROSSLAND HR

Raiders Plate 7 in 7th, Rout
Softball Blue Devils, 16-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Home runs seemed to be the fare of
the afternoon, but the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team
scored seven runs in the seventh in-
ning to secure a 16-7 victory over
rival Westfield in Westfield on April
16.

“I thought we did very well all the
way around. We had a couple breaks
that really went our way. We hit the
gaps. We stepped up and we hit the
ball real hard. Throughout the order,
almost every kid had one good solid
hit,” Raider Head Coach Jessica
Hulnik said.

Raider junior pitcher Amanda
White allowed 16 hits, recorded one
strikeout and yielded only two walks.
Blue Devils Nicki Schmeider permit-
ted 18 hits, while striking out three

and allowing four walks.
The 4-4 Raiders immediately set

the course of the game in the top of
the first when leadoff hitter Andrea
Barone singled, Jen Kickenwicz took
one for her team and Aysia Peterson

launched a three-run homer.
“I had two strikes on me, so I knew

I had to hit it no matter what. I put it
in the right spot, because it brought
home some runs. This is one of the
more important games that we are
going to have. Fortunately, our bats
were hitting better than they have
been,” said Peterson.

Three Blue Devil footprints stepped
on home plate in the bottom of the
third. Tara Criscuolo received a free
pass, advanced on Schmeider’s sacri-
fice bunt and scored on Meg Boersig’s
two-run blast into deep centerfield.
Next, Nikki Aronson banged a double
to center and scooted home on Emma
Crossland’s single.

The Raiders broke the 3-3, deadlock
with three runs in the fourth. Christine
Monroy and Peterson each singled,
Courtney Zyla poked an RBI single and

Kelly Lapham legged out a bunt single
to load the bases. After a fine defensive
play by third baseman Aronson and the
tag by catcher Rory Fitzpatrick, two
Raiders streaked across the plate on a
fielder’s dropped ball.

The 2-4 Blue Devils “metal sticks”
sparked in the bottom of the fourth.
Leadoff hitter Katie Esler placed a
perfect bunt single and advanced on
Criscuolo’s sacrifice bunt. After
Schmeider cracked a long single to
left, Raider catcher Zyla gunned down
the runner attempting to steal second.
Boersig then looped an RBI single,
Aronson singled to centerfield and
Crossland cracked a three-run home
run to put the Blue Devils on top, 7-6.

The Raiders scored three runs in
the fifth, highlighted by. Elizabeth
Gallo’s three-run double to center.
Ten Raiders went on a seven-run
cruise in the seventh. Zyla tapped a
two-run single. Gallo spanked a two-
run single and Zito powered a three-
run triple to right.

“I thought we played very well in
the field. We were positioned in
the right spots at the right time.
Westfield is a good team. It’s not
going to be like this the second
time around. It can go either way
on any given day; it just went our
way today,” coach Hulnik said.
“Courtney Zyla, behind the plate,
did a great job; she handled her-
self well, as did their catcher,
(Rory Fitzpatrick) who did an
excellent job as well. I’m very
pleased and hope we keep it go-
ing.”

“We worked well as a team
today; we have not done that
very often. We did a great job
keeping the ball in play and hav-
ing strong defense. The pitcher
(Amanda White) and I get along
great and we work well together.
Offensively, recently I began
choking up on the last strike and
focusing on putting the ball into
play,” Zyla commented.

“Today we came out flat and
we got beat. They just hammered
us. I don’t know if we took them
too lightly or whether we could
not execute or a combination of
both, but they came out here and
they kicked our butt. We deserved
every second of it. Never once
did we feel comfortable in this
game, even when we had a little
bit of a lead, because we knew
that they were coming back. Our
defense was terrible, they kept

putting the ball in play and you know
what, that’s what’s going to happen,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
Mc Donald.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 303 030 7 16
Westfield 003 400 0 7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gauging the progress of a very
young team can be difficult when
competing against a good experienced
team. One thing, however, the
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team found success penetrating the
Morristown inner defense with sud-
den strikes, while succeeding with a
stingy defense to earn a 14-10 victory
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 15.

Junior attacker Allison Rose led
the 4-2 Blue Devils with four goals
and senior middie Val Hoffman (two
assists) and freshman Courtney
Weisse (two assists) each flicked in
three goals. Junior Katherine Frega
netted two goals and one assist. Jun-
ior Jenna Sharkey (five assists) and
senior Anna Powell and each chipped
in with one goal. Emily Gretsky, Kate
Brennan and Elizabeth Cusick each
had an assist.

Blue Devil sophomore goalie Sa-
rah Chandler had a banner day with
10 excellent saves.

“There was one save that stuck in
my mind and I have the bruise to prove
it. It came in front of the goal on a fast

break, and she really hit it hard right
off my right foot, so I’ll have that as a
little trophy for a while. I had major
help from Taylor Anderson who had
some great interceptions and Emma
Partridge and Monica D’Amico played
very aggressive and that really helped
us on the clears. It was a team effort,
everyone hustled, played great and the
defense was the major part of our win
I think,” said Chandler.

The Blue Devils out-shot Motown,
29-21. Netkeeper Kai Murphy made
13 saves. Emily Gross and Brenda
Lade led the 3-3 Colonials with three
goals each and two assists.

“We really won because we con-
trolled our offense, took real long
possessions, did not force the ball
very much, and we wanted to settle
the ball, which we did and take our
time to score,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Brendan Hickey. “Today was
an improvement against a quality
opponent, one of the toughest teams
that we have beaten, so it is definitely
a step in the right direction, but we
still have room to improve. We had
some really great play out of our
defense. They actually began the game
with tricky rides. We had a hard time

clearing it, then after a time out, we
figured out how to get the ball out of
our defensive end after a save and
were successful doing so the rest of
the game breaking their rides.”

After Rose found the net twice to
give the Blue Devils a 2-0 lead, the tide
changed abruptly when the Colonials,
led by Beca Bednarz and Gross, retali-
ated with goals. The Devils poured on
a deluge of six goals on six assists later
in the first half. The first came in front
of the goal as Gretsky assisted Weisse.
The Weisse-to-Hoffman and Sharkey
combination netted the next two goals.
Rose then netted her third goal, assisted
by Hoffman. Two more goals scorched
the Colonial net when Weisse, assisted
by Sharkey, stuffed the net and Powell
flicked in a goal on an assist by Brennan
to give the Blue Devils an 8-4 lead at the
half. Goss and Dakota Williamson
added goals for the Colonials.

The Colonials scored first early in
the second half. The Blue Devils,
however, successfully set up an in-
side penetration-style offense with
Sharkey assisting from behind the
net, while Hoffman slipped in a goal.
Two minutes later, Frega scooped up

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY DANGEROUS SCORING THREAT…Blue Devil tri-captain Val Hoffman, No. 12, scored three goals against the
Morristown Colonials on April 15 in Westfield.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROUNDING THIRD AND HEADING HOME…Raider slugger Aysia Peterson rounds
third base en route to a three-run home run in the first inning against the Blue Devils.
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RANCH

Mountainside. Beautiful 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Ranch style home on a premier
Mountainside street. Light and Bright with wood floors. Eat-in kitchen opens to the
Family Room with a wood burning fireplace. This home has large rooms and a great flow
for entertaining and everyday one story living. The full basement is just waiting to be
finished. 2 Car Attached Garage.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/25  1-5PM

Cranford. Set on a quiet street a block from the Cranford bike and park system, this
updated 3 BR 2 Bath home is a great find. Hardwood floors, arched doorways and
oversized windows highlight the LR. A wood burning fireplace is framed by built-in
bookcases. The open floor plan of the DR and kitchen enhance the spacious feel. A
screened-in porch off the kitchen opens to the backyard. The basement offers an office,
playroom and plenty of storage. Directions: Orange to Locust Dr #199.

Westfield. Quality construction with attention to detail! This beautiful 4 Bedroom, 3.5
Bath Center Hall Colonial is nestled close to Tamaques Park. Amenities include hardwood
floors, gas fireplace in Family Room, large Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 full Baths on 2nd floor, walk-
up attic, 2 car garage, back yard paver patio, 2 Master Bedrooms/Baths and more!
Directions: Rahway - Greenbriar - N. Wickom #2.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/25  1-5PM

Westfield. Classic Center Hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood, nestled on an
intimate cul de sac. Arching oaks shade this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath professionally
landscaped property. Over sized rooms are complimented by architectural detail through
out, Formal Living Room with wood burning fireplace and window seat and Dining Room
plus hard wood floors. Master Bedroom with a private Bath and generous closets, finished
basement, 2 car garage, patio, and 4 season porch. East Broad - Wychwood - Gallowae #29.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/25  1-5PM OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/25  1-5PM

Westfield. Unique Custom 4 BR, 3.5 Bath Colonial. Wood floors, multi zone CAC/Heat,
central vac, Attic Fan, Skylight 1st FL, All 9‘ high ceilings LR and FR w/Fireplaces, FDR,
EIK w/granite counter top. Pella Doors lead to deck. 2nd FL 3 Large BRs and 1 Super Master
bedroom w/master bath double Jacuzzi, Stall shower plus extra bedroom on 1st fl ( In-Law
Suite w/ Full Bath), also can be used as Au pair room or Office. Walk out large finished
basement w/Rec Room & half bath. Directions: East Broad to Springfield #327.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center
Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like
retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the
many appointments included in this gem.


