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 Pages 11-15

Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 2-9

June 28th – July 1st, 2010

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil

Liz and Sam’s Beginners Tennis Clinic
Ages 6-12

May 23-June 23
Sundays: 11-12

Wednesdays: 3:30- 4:30

Email to get all the information!
lizandsamtennis@yahoo.com

Westfield Baseball League
Summer Travel
Baseball Tryouts

Save the Date(s): Tryouts for

Summer Travel Baseball will be May 1 and 2.

For Westfield children currently in 2nd-6th grade, tryouts will be on

 May 2nd only. For children currently in 7th grade, tryouts will be 

held on May 1st and 2nd. Exact time and location to be announced.

Children in 8th grade and older must also register on the website -

www.westfieldbaseball.com.   The site is updated with details for
ALL grades and will allow registration for summer ball.

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2009

803 Cedar Terrace   Westfield, NJ 
This Center Hall Gardens Colonial charms you with hard-
wood floors, French doors, a sumptuous living room and 
formal dining room. Sunshine warms the  family room, den 
and updated eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appliances. 
The master bedroom with updated bath, 3 more bedrooms, 
and another updated bath welcome all. The 3rd  floor has 
2 more bedrooms and a 3rd full bath. A lovely property 
and an unsurpassed location enhance this rare treasure. 
Presented for $1,575,000.  Dir: Hillside to Cedar Terrace

Westfield Office ·600 North Avenue, West  
908-233-0065 

Open House Sunday, April 25th  1:00 - 4:00 pm 

Open House Sunday, April 25th  1:00 - 4:00 pm 

54 Nomahegan Drive   Westfield, NJ 
Resting amid a sprawling property, this recently renovated 
home boasts hardwood floors, sun-catching windows & a 
gracious flow. The foyer with powder room opens to the 
spacious living room. The formal dining room well-
equipped eat-in kitchen & sunny family room craft the 
ideal venue for any occasion. The 2nd floor has a lovely 
master bedroom with full bath, 3 more bedrooms & an-
other full bath. Presented for $749,000. Dir: E. Broad 

cross Springfield to Nomahegan 

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

MELLANA TOSSES ‘PB’ 192’4” IN JAVELIN; FISHMAN, BUTLER WIN P.V.

Blue Devil Boys, Girls; SPF Raider Girls
Score Well at Blue Devil Classic Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several local athletes turned in per-
sonal-best performances despite en-
during a chilling day at the Blue Devil
Classic Relays held at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 17.
The Westfield High School boys and
girls scored heavily in a number of
events, as did the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls.

Although the Raider boys scored
in only two events, wearing an espe-
cially pointed Mohawk hairstyle,
Frank Mellana cut smoothly through
the wind resistance to have the long-
est toss in the javelin, a personal-best
192’4” (third best in the state), and
teammate Sebastian Valdes had a toss
of 115’ to win the event with a dis-
tance of 307’4”. At the beginning of
the season, Mellana’s personal best
was 158’. Blue Devils Pat Gray and
TJ Noonan took third with a distance
of 292’3”.

“I put a little extra gel on it today,”
chuckled Mellana, who also had tosses
of 187’ and 184’. “I was happy with
the change of the runway, because it
wasn’t so downhill this year. This is
the best series I’ve ever had. I have
been training a lot and lifting a lot of
weights. Hopefully, I can keep going.”

Blue Devils Dave Fishman, with a
clearance of 13 feet, and Justin Butler
at 11’6”, tied Hunterdon Central for
first in the pole vault with a total height
of 24’6”. Raiders Dan Pesin at 11 feet
and Zach Carow at 10 feet placed
third, followed by Cranford Cougars
Jeff Sun (10’6”) and Tyler Ainge (10’).

Blue Devils Tyler Cusick (1,200
meters), Jhakyse Williams (400), Jon
Henry (800) and Mike Kelley (1,600)
crossed second in the distance med-
ley relay (DMR) with a time of 10:36.5
behind Union Catholic at 10:31.6.
The Blue Devils needed to give Kelley
a huge lead if he wanted to hold off
Viking super star DJ Thornton, but it
was not quite enough.

“I tried to go out really fast the first
lap to make him work. That was the
plan,” Kelley said. “I tried my best. I

came in where I wanted to at the 800
[mark]. I had to put it on the line. I am
happy with my time.”

“The 400 felt pretty good coming
down the straightaway. Jon looked
good on his too then Kelley looked
great also. Going against those top-
flight guys, we would need a little bit
more, but I’m satisfied with the job
we did,” said Williams.

The Westfield “B” team of Zach
Lizmi, Nick Polak, Jack Leahy and
Andrew Kirna placed fourth in the
event at 10:43.2. David Carville, Alex
Hay, Kevin Ingram and John Kirna
won the freshman/sophomore event
at 11:21.97.

Blue Devils Sam Tooley, Kelley,
Ryan Scrudato and Tyler Cusick

COACH NOTES MANY FOND FOOTBALL MEMORIES

A.D. Tranchina Has Served
Westfield H. S. With Class
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All good things must come to pass!
Westfield High School Athletic Di-
rector Ed Tranchina officially an-
nounced his retirement in a letter
dated April 7 to be effective June 30.
In his 25 years of service at Westfield,
he has served with dignity and class.

Tranchina grew up in Long Island
and entered H. Frank Carey High
School (Franklin Square) in 1964.
“We didn’t have all these programs
that they have now. We played Little
League baseball, and I was always
too big to play Pop Warner football,
so I didn’t play football until ninth
grade,” he said.

Tranchina played his high school
football under Marcus Martone. He

also wrestled and played lacrosse.
“He was my hero! He was the high

school coach and the athletic direc-
tor. He was the guy I idolized. My
whole family worshipped him,”
Tranchina expressed.

Tranchina played four years as an
offensive tackle for the Central Con-
necticut State University “Blue Dev-
ils” and graduated with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Health and Physi-
cal Education. He finished his Mas-
ters Degree in Health Education at
Adelphi University in Long Island.

Next, he taught a year at East
Rockaway High School in Long Is-
land, but his migration to New Jersey
was about to begin.

“I went back to Central Connecti-
cut State where we had a reunion of

the football team. I ran into an old
teammate. He said ‘Eddie, I just got
the head football job at Jonathan Day-
ton High School.’ I had no idea where
that was,” Tranchina said. “He said
they had an opening for a phys ed
teacher and a football coach. One
thing led to another. I got married in
August of 1978. We moved to New
Jersey, and I was an assistant football
coach.”

Tranchina also coached wrestling
at Dayton, and in 1981 he became the
head football coach in Cranford until
1984.

“My first year, I had seniors, who
never won a football game. Ever! We
built a nice program. The last year,

ANDERSON FANS 9, GOES 3-FOR-4; SHEVLIN 2 HITS

Baseball Blue Devils Snare
Raiders in Stormy 7th, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Selective pitching and a saving snare
for a game-ending double play played
a key role in the Westfield High School
baseball team’s stormy, 4-3 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Scotch
Plains on April 16.

Blue Devil Robbie Anderson was
locked in a pitchers’ duel with Raider
Gary Binkiewicz for six innings, each
yielding just one run and four hits
during that stretch. Anderson pitched
six and one-third innings and fin-
ished with nine strikeouts, while walk-
ing six and hitting a batter before
being relieved by Zach Archembault
in the seventh inning. Binkiewicz,
who fanned four, walked four and
yielded eight hits, was relieved by
Connor Thompson with one out in
the seventh.

Both pitchers were very selective
as to how they were going to pitch to
the meat of their opponent’s batting
order. Of his four walks, Binkiewicz
walked Blue Devil cleanup hitter
Danny Kerr twice and No. 3 hitter A.
J. Murray once. Kerr finished 2-for-
2, with an RBI and a run scored, and
Murray finished 1-for-3 with an RBI
single.

“We had a game plan how to pitch
certain guys. Gary did a great job, but
a couple of mental mistakes in the
seventh inning cost us the ball game,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock said.

Six of Anderson’s free passes went
to the top-4 in the Raiders’ batting
order. Additionally, while he was on
the mound, he kept hitters one through
five hitless.

“They have a lot of good hitters on
their team. They are good hitters one
through nine, so we had to be very
careful in everything we do with them
and keeping them off-balance,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

“Gary is a great pitcher. He was an
All-County last year, so I knew I had
to pitch well. My fastball was work-
ing, so I stuck with it and mixed with
a curveball every once in a while,”
said Anderson, who improved to 2-1.
“Every so often my fastball was get-
ting high. I was dropping my elbow,
but I fixed it.”

Raider Ricky Shevlin did have
Anderson’s number and went 2-for-3
with a run scored. No. 8 batter Mike
Lauracella had an RBI single, and
No. 9 batter Brian Dempsey tapped
Anderson for a single.

Since a less than stellar perfor-
mance against Morristown on April
7, Anderson, who batted behind Kerr,
has been on a hitting streak, and he
helped his own cause by whacking a
pair of singles and a double against
the Raiders.

“That turned my attitude around a
little bit. I had to come back. The past
couple of games, I have been hitting
the ball well. I got my swing. I got my

confidence,” Anderson explained.
“My biggest concern was the hit-

ters behind our big two [Murray, Kerr],
and he is really starting to pounce on
the ball now. As the year goes on,
that’s going to help us,” coach
Brewster said of Anderson.

Brett Johnson tapped Binkiewicz
with a leadoff double in the third
inning, but the Blue Devils were un-
able to score until the fourth when
Kerr walked, Anderson drilled a
double to right-center and Matt Rivera
hopped an RBI groundout to second.

The Raiders had an opportunity in
the bottom of the inning when they
runners on first and second with one
out. Anderson threw a wild pitch, and
Shevlin, who was on second, dashed
to third, but the runner on first failed
to run to second. On the very next
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Niki Fry
• Top Dollar Volume Month of March
• Local Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Niki in, and she’ll bring results!

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PASSING THE BATON…Blue Devil Brian Henry passes the baton to Sam Tooley in the 4x400-meter relay. The Blue Devil
foursome placed fourth in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A CLASS ACT…Westfield High School Athletic Director Ed Tranchina has been
a class act since he became a Blue Devil in 1985.

Blue Devil Lady Laxers Beat
Cranford – Story Next Week


