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THE 800 CLUB…Peter Renwick, principal of Westfield High School, com-
mended 10 students who have scored a perfect 800 on SAT1 or SAT2 tests
administered in October-December 2009. Approximately one-half of one percent
of the more than 1.4 million students taking the SAT score a perfect 800. The
Westfield High School students include, pictured left to right, are: Bottom row,
Mary Ajodah, Critical Reading and Writing; Michal Sagal, Writing; Alison
Ricardo, Writing, and Danielle Fields, Critical Reading and Writing, and back
row, Kamil Lupicki, Writing; Darla Stabler, Writing; Kelly Sullivan, Critical
Reading; Andrew Gates, Math 2, and Michael Oster, Writing. Missing from the
photo is Jessica Margolies, Critical Reading and Writing.

SPELLCHECKED…Michael Hauge, a fifth-grade student at Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield, recently took home the Second-Place trophy in the New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs State Spelling Bee, held in New
Brunswick. Michael qualified to participate after winning the town-wide spelling
bee in Westfield and then going on to win the Liberty District Spelling Bee in
Kearny. While Michael prepared for the events by studying word lists provided
by spelling bee organizers, he credits much of his success to being an avid reader
first and foremost.

Union Catholic to Honor
Emmy Winner Del Giorno

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School will honor Emmy
Award-winning airborne reporter
John Del Giorno at the Union Catho-
lic Hall of Fame Dinner, scheduled
for Saturday, April 24, at 7 p.m.

Mr. Del Giorno is a 1988 graduate
of Union Catholic and is one of eight
new inductees to the hall of fame.

The 2010 Hall of Fame honorees
are John Del Giorno ’88 (alumni),
Jessica Ballweg Perkin ’01 (athlet-
ics), William Sieben ’70, posthu-
mously (athletics), Carol Ann Riester
Giardelli ’72 (community leader),
Mildred and Stephen Ritter, posthu-
mously (parents) and Sister M. Eloise
Claire Kays, RSM, posthumously
(Union Catholic hero).

Mr. Del Giorno has been an air-
borne reporter for Metro Networks
and WABC-TV in New York City
since 1995, specializing in live cov-
erage of breaking news.

As both airborne reporter and cam-
era operator, he has been at the scene
of countless news events in the re-
gion, including the Long Island Wild-

fires of 1995, TWA Flight 800, Egypt
Air 990, the search for JFK Jr., flood-
ing from Tropical Storm Floyd and
the Blackout of 2003.

In 2008, he received an Emmy
Award for best on-camera talent: live
reporter. He is the first helicopter
reporter ever to be recognized in this
category.

After Union Catholic, Mr. Del
Giorno attended Ithaca College and
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Television-Radio. He re-
mains a resident of New Jersey and
resides here with his wife, traffic re-
porter Cristina Lang, and their three
children.

The Hall of Fame Dinner will be
held in the gymnasium at Union
Catholic High School, located at 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. All
are welcome to attend. For additional
information and reservations, call
(908) 889-1600, extension no. 309,
or visit unioncatholic.org.

SP-F Robotics Team Qualifies
For World Championships

SCOTCH PLAINS – With its re-
cent victory at a regional robotics
competition held in Bridgewater, the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Raiders Robotics team has
secured a position at the Vex
Cleansweep World Championship
Competition.

The competition will pit robots
from around the world against each
other at a three-day event in Dallas,
Tex. Though the robotics club has
existed for three years at SPFHS and
has attended several regional compe-
titions scattered throughout New Jer-
sey, this marks the first time its mem-
bers have successfully qualified for a
World Championship.

Lack of school funding for robot-
ics has forced the Raiders to finance
the development of the robot and its
previous competitions entirely out of
their own pockets, and the club is
currently searching for local spon-
sors to subsidize its next undertak-
ing: the World Championships.

The team needs to raise money
for a hefty registration fee, trans-
portation and specialized parts for
its robot to enter the World Compe-
tition. With less than a month be-
fore the event, Raiders Robotics will
face many challenges in preparing
its team to compete against the
world’s best.

Contributions can be made to:
SPFHS Robotics Club, c/o Asst. Prin-
cipal Braun, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

The ultimate destination for your child to fly
a plane, drive a car, even sit on a princess’ throne 
… all while watching their favorite videos, playing 

with cool toys and … getting a haircut! 

Plus...

•Bright, inviting atmosphere and friendly stylists 
•Two awesome play/waiting areas with
  Thomas & Friends (entire train table set)
  and a Crayon coloring table
•Toy boutique, great gifts ideas 
•Organic bath products for children 

Tue/Wed 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 Thu/Fri 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

 Sat 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Sun 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

105A Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016, Tel. 908 272-2200 
WEBSITE: www.jackandjillsalon.com 

FACEBOOK:  Jack & Jill  (join our fan group!) 

®

“It is not simply Prep for four years... it’s Prep for life!”

144 Grand Street  Jersey City, NJ  07302  201.547.6400  www.spprep.org

Saint Peter’s Prep
new jersey’s jesuit high school since 1872

Join us for our Spring Open House, Sunday, May 2, 2 - 4 p.m., and see why young men
from 113 communities in New Jersey and New York have chosen a Jesuit education in downtown 
Jersey City, and say,

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net
Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 24

11am - 2pm

(Rain Date Sunday, April 25)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 

AND GIRLS AGES 3-14

RSVP Required

Rutgers Professor to Discuss
‘War’ Between NJ and NYC
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present “The
Long Continuing War Between New
Jersey and New York City” on Thurs-
day, April 29, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Professor Michael Aaron Rockland
will offer a lecture in which he will
discuss how jobs, taxes, transporta-
tion and culture, among other topics,
remain sources of debate between
New Jersey and New York City.

Mr. Rockland is professor of Ameri-
can Studies at Rutgers University.
His early career was in the United
States diplomatic service, during
which he served as a cultural attaché
in both Argentina and Spain.

He is the author of 12 books, three
of which have received special recog-
nition. His first book, “Sarmiento’s
Travels in the United States in 1847”
(Princeton), was chosen by “The
Washington Post’s Book World” as
one of the “Fifty Best Books of the
Year.” His novel, “A Bliss Case” (Cof-
fee House) was a New York Times
“Notable Book of the Year.”

A book he co-wrote, “Looking for
America on the New Jersey Turn-
pike” (Rutgers), was chosen by the
New Jersey State Library as one of
the “Ten Best Books Ever Written on
New Jersey or by a New Jerseyan.”

His latest books are “Stones,” a
novel (Hansen Publishing Group), and
“The George Washington Bridge:
Poetry in Steel” (Rutgers).

Professor Rockland has won five
major teaching/lecturing awards, in-
cluding the National Teaching Award
in American Studies. He has lectured
in some 21 countries. A regular con-
tributor to New Jersey Monthly maga-
zine, he also has worked in television
and film production, mostly for PBS.

This program will be open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. To register, visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4122.

Arbor Day Program
On Tap In Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission will hold its annual
Arbor Day Program at 4 p.m. on
Friday, April 30, in Carriage House
Park on Watson Road in Fanwood.

The program will feature the Park
Middle School Environmental Club,
which will give a demonstration on
the proper way to mulch a tree. There
also will be a free tree giveaway. The
public is invited and refreshments
will be served.

Union Catholic
To Host Open House
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-

lic High School, located at 1600 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, has scheduled
an open house for Tuesday, April 27, at
7 p.m. for families with children inter-
ested in attending the school.

Union Catholic offers six academic
learning levels, a laptop-learning pro-
gram, coursework in fine arts, extra-
curricular opportunities and an ath-
letics program. The evening event
will include a tour of the new state-of-
the-art track and turf field facility. For
additional information, call (908) 889-
1600, extension no. 302.

PTC Welcomes Strata
For Autism Month

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Par-
ent Teacher Council Special-Educa-
tion Committee, in recognition of
Autism Awareness Month, will wel-
come Lisa Strata, founder and direc-
tor of Spectrum Consulting in
Westfield, on Wednesday, April 28.

Ms. Strata will present on the topic
of Relationship Development Inter-
vention, also known as RDI. RDI is
an intervention for individuals on the
autism spectrum that targets social
interaction and dynamic thinking
skills.

It is a home-based, parent-led pro-
gram in which parents are taught how
to re-establish the guided participa-
tion with their child. The program
will take place between 7:30 and 9
p.m. at the library of Edison Interme-
diate School, located at 800 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

A parent support group will meet
prior to the presentation at 7 p.m.
Professional-development hours will
be offered for educators and adminis-
trators. The program is free, open to
the public, and no registration is re-
quired.

The committee meets once a
month during the school year and
acts as a resource and support group
for parents and teachers of regular
and special-education students. For
additional information, visit the
website westfieldnjk12.org/
specialedparents.

Letters from Deerfield
Reach Library of Congress

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
School District Librarian/Media Spe-
cialist Sheila Silagyi has announced
that one of her students,
Fran Hisgen, a sixth-
grade pupil at Deerfield
School, was among the
winners of the New Jer-
sey Center of the Book
“Letters About Litera-
ture” contest.

Fran’s award-win-
ning letter entry was
written to Ally Carter,
author of “I’d Tell You
I Love You, But Then
I’d Have to Kill You.”
The judges found
Fran’s letter both
“thought provoking”
and “sensitive to stu-
dents who are gifted and talented.”

To quote Fran’s letter, “Your book

helps me to understand that it is not
easy to live under someone else’s
shadow and that compassion and

empathy are just as
important as high IQ.”

New Jersey sent in
about 2,000 entries this
year to the Library of
Congress. The first and
second rounds of judg-
ing are done at the na-
tional level. The Li-
brary of Congress then
returned about 200 let-
ters to New Jersey.

A third round of
judging reduced the
numbers to about 75.
The judges met for the
fourth round of judg-
ing and chose first- and

second-place winners for all three
levels and about 20 honorable men-
tions for each level. As an “honor-
able-mention winner,” Fran, her par-
ents and Ms. Silagyi are all invited to
attend a statewide reception this
spring, along with all first- and sec-
ond-place winners.

This news coincides with “April is
School Library Media Month.”

Fran Hisgen, Deerfield School

SP Residents Make
Honor Roll at Wardlaw

EDISON – Rhona Eserner, Upper
School Head at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in North Edison, has
announced that four Scotch Plains stu-
dents were named to the Honor Roll
and four were named to the Honor
Roll with Distinction.

High Honor Roll students include:
Billy Buchbinder (a sophomore) and
Katie Buchbinder (a freshman). Billy
and Katie are the son and daughter
of Dr. Howard Buchbinder and Dr.
Mary Flanagan.

Also named to the roster were:
Catherine Badalamenti (a sophomore
and the daughter of Salvatore and Jean
Badalamenti) and Jessica Clarke (a
sophomore and the daughter of Rever-
end Sheelagh Clarke and Michael
Clarke).

Honor Roll students include: Liban
Ahmed (a sophomore and the son of
Dr. Omar Abdi and Ester Abukar),
Brian Downing (a sophomore and the
son of Jeffrey and Julia Downing),
David Monte (a sophomore and the
son of Ralph and Barbara Monte), and
Haley Needle (a freshman and the
daughter of Steven and Erica Needle).

UCC to Host Job Fair
April 28 In Cranford
CRANFORD – On Wednesday,

April 28, Union County College’s
Division of Counseling Services will
host a Job Fair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on its Cranford Campus in the Victor
M. Richel Student Commons. The
Cranford campus is located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

This fair is open to all those cur-
rently seeking employment, includ-
ing students and members of the pub-
lic. Anyone planning on attending
should come dressed in the proper
business attire and have a résumé
available that is complete and ready
to hand out.

For more information, contact May
Kortbaoui at kortbaoui@ucc.edu. For
more information about Union
County College, visit ucc.edu.


