
Page 4  Thursday, April 22, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

County Tax Up 92 Percent In Decade,
Can Anyone Take Pride In This?

Bob Franks Led by Example
And Always Had Your Back

Who was Bob Franks? He was a humble
man. It was never about him, it was about
you. He cared passionately about our
nation and doing what was right for his
constituents. He was always on the move
and moved at a fast pace. One had to run
just to keep up with his stride. He had
boundless energy, a passion for country-
western music, loved his Indianapolis
Colts and his collie, Saba.

Bob was a mentor to many. Some of
today’s brightest, young political minds
learned from Bob…they went on to run
presidential and gubernatorial campaigns;
they were elected to the New Jersey Leg-
islature. He taught them well!

He was a loving son who had a special

relationship with his parents. They were
more like his best friends than his parents.
And speaking of friends, he was the best
friend a person could ever have. He was
always there for you; he always had your
back.

And finally, Bob was a devoted family
man and loved his daughters more than
anything else in the world. My thoughts
and prayers are with his family.

Be at peace my friend. Your work on
earth is complete. Yes, you led by ex-
ample and taught us well….we will miss
you.

Pamela McClure
Barnegat, NJ

(former Westfield resident)

There are reasons why taxes for county
government have increased 92 percent
(including the Open Space Trust Fund
assessment) over this decade. Sebastian
D’Elia, director of Union County com-
munications, provided the main one in his
letter to the editor (April 15) when he
attacked your paper and anyone who might
be watching out for the taxpayer.

How dare anyone criticize $240,500
spent on lobbying expenses or question
the need for a Union County Directions
mailer or recommend that the Open Space
Trust Fund assessment be curtailed. How-
ever, in his letter Mr. D’Elia does not
mention any of these points, which the
UCWA [Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation], after a thorough review of the
budget, brought up in a detailed report
presented at an open public forum. In-
stead, he questioned the motives of who-
ever prepared, presented, or even ac-
knowledged the report.

I can only speak for myself and my

motives. I’m not here to call anyone a
bald-headed stooge nor do I seek to si-
lence any responses. I simply want to
understand what’s going on with my
county taxes and foster a dialogue. I think
that was done with the report and the
forum on the budget and I am proud of
both. Outside of those summoned for
presentations or to give thanks for grants,
only three members of the public regu-
larly attend freeholder meetings. Two
attend budget hearings. The Westfield
Leader is the only media outlet that cov-
ers freeholder meetings.

No freeholder appears to have an in-
kling that two sets of books are being kept
with appropriations overstated and $8
million of revenue kept as “non budget”
so that it appears the surplus is being used
up each year. County taxes have gone up
92 percent this decade. Can Mr. D’Elia,
or any of us, take pride in [this]?

John Bury
Kenilworth

Just This Year, No
School Tax Increase!
Many Westfielders are out of work,

being furloughed or in jobs that are tenu-
ous at best; usually accompanied with a
salary freeze or effective salary loss after
paying into higher health insurance pre-
miums.

For once, can we have a year when our
school taxes don’t increase, much less at
4 plus percent?

Whatever activities we lose for the
coming year, our children will survive!

Sara Strohecker
Westfield

Westfield Community Center Ends
Ties with Westfield United Fund

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
David B. Foltz, president of the Westfield
United Fund (WUF) Board of Directors
and copied to the newspaper.

*****
Attn: Ms Linda Maggio
Because of the requirements placed on

the Westfield Community Center (WCC)
by the WUF and because of the extraordi-
nary time expended by the WCC to ad-
dress these requirements with little or no
noticeable progress, the WCC board of
directors conclude that in the process we
have lost concentration on our main pur-
pose, our mission — to serve those who
are particularly under-served in Westfield
and surrounding communities.

Therefore, the undersigned members
of the board of directors of the WCC have
by affirmative vote of the majority re-
solved to voluntarily sever member
agency relationship with the Westfield
United Fund. We have treasured our past
relationship and with deep regret and
some reluctance move for severance. Yet,
we feel that in the long run it is better for
both organizations.

We have long realized that we cannot
continually depend on the WUF for sup-
port and that we need to break this depen-

dency and seek other funding sources and
enhance our fundraising efforts.

Especially, we are aware of the lack of
confidence of the WUF in the WCC. We
understand your need to execute the fidu-
ciary responsibilities placed on your board
to “ensure that its donors’ funds are being
spent in a prudent manner.”

Furthermore, and perhaps more impor-
tant, the WCC board of directors are most
interested in maintaining amiable per-
sonal and professional relationships with
the WUF. We have no desire to partici-
pate in a process that stirs up bad feelings
and feel that at this juncture, for the sake
of the community-at-large, it is best that
we end our member agency status imme-
diately.

We wish the United Fund many more
years of service to our town, and thank
you for the support we have received over
the past many years.

Respectfully,

WCC Board Members
s/Lawrence W Brown

s/ Christopher Beck
s/Robert Ogburn

s/Donnell Carr
d/Ernest Davis

TEA Party Saturday
Will be at SP Tree

The first meeting of the Union County
T.E.A. Party will be held on Saturday,
April 24 at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary from 3 to 4:30 p.m. For further
information, contact Frank at
frankfesta@yahoo.com. It will be a short
meeting under the tree in front of the
Scotch Plains Library. We were not per-
mitted inside.

Frank Festa, Jr.
Scotch Plains

Denied Party Slot, SP Councilman
Bratti Considers Independent Run

TEA Meeting to Not
Be Held at Library

I am writing to request that your news-
paper check with us before running items
that give the Scotch Plains Public Library
as a meeting location/venue, unless the
items were sent from the library (Meg
Kolaya, Mary Clare Felegy, Michelle
Willis, Jenny Lichtenwalner, or myself).

The TEA Party event that is listed in
[the April 15 edition, page 10] was not
approved, scheduled or booked by us. It
will not be held here. We would appreci-
ate it if you would print a correction.

Pamela Brooks
Head of Adult Services/Reference

Scotch Plains Library

Editor’s Note: For complete infor-
mation on library policies/procedures
regarding booking of rooms for events,
individuals may visit scotlib.org and
click on “About Us.” Among its poli-
cies is the following: “Groups wherein
the point of view is wholly partisan or
sectarian may not use meeting rooms
for meetings, nor may the meeting
spaces be used for the benefit of pri-
vate individuals or for commercial
purposes.”

Teachers Should Take Pay Freeze
And Suck It Up Like The Rest of Us

Thank You Friends for a Night Out
For Firefighter Danny Maglione

To all who planned, attended and do-
nated, it is with heartfelt thanks that we
write this letter and acknowledge the kind-
ness and generosity of so many. Danny’s
life with cancer started in November when
he found a lump on his neck.

That discovery was followed with a
whirlwind of tests, doctor’s appointments
and chemotherapy. It has been a difficult
journey, but from the very start, you have
generously given of your time and spirit
to support Danny during his recovery.

One, by one, you have all shown Danny
time and time again, that he is not alone in
his battle, and that he is remembered in all
your prayers.

On March 27, you came together for
“A Night Out For Danny.” It was a tre-

mendous display of love and friendship
that left us overwhelmed and uplifted.
You, more than 400 friends and relatives,
greeted Danny.

From the moment he walked through
the door you offered him encouragement,
and you gave him hugs, blessings, good-
will and laughter. That night you gave
Danny the motivation to continue his
fight and the means which to do it.

We feel truly blessed to be loved by so
many people, and we are honored by your
presence in our life. Please accept our
most sincere thanks, and please continue
to keep Danny in your prayers. Very
gratefully yours,

Katie and Danny Maglione
Westfield Firefighter

I would like to thank the people of
Scotch Plains for giving me the privilege
of serving on the township council and as
deputy mayor.

Beginning with the election of Mayor
Nancy Malool, this council has made a
conscious effort to end the partisan “poli-
tics as usual” which previously marred
our township. In short, each of us has
acted individually and as a unit based
upon what we believed to be best for the
town. Where we disagreed, we did so
because of legitimate differences of opin-
ion, not because of the political label we
wore. Consequently, we agreed more of-
ten than not, and were able to act in a
bipartisan way to make reforms, end gov-
ernment waste on the local level, and
better prepare Scotch Plains for the tough
economic realities we currently face.

Last November, you voted by an over-
whelming majority to allow me to serve
the remainder of Ms. Malool’s council

term upon my promise that I would run
for a full term this fall. Unfortunately, a
small but vocal minority of the local Re-
publican Committee is not happy with the
reforms made by this council, and seeks
to return to the partisan, wasteful and
divisive practices of the past.

As a result, I have been denied the
opportunity to seek reelection as the offi-
cial Republican candidate. A number of
you have already pledged to support me
and have asked if I will run as an Indepen-
dent candidate in November.

It is still too early for me to make that
decision. However, I wanted to let you all
know that I will continue to put the inter-
ests of Scotch Plains first for as long as I
serve as your councilperson, and in what-
ever way I may serve our community in
the future.

Thank You.

Dominick Bratti
Scotch Plains Councilman

I have sat by idly as the unions have
traded jabs with Governor Christie, the
parents, and everyone else. No more. A
recent poll showed 61 percent of Jerseyans
support Christie’s budget cuts – includ-
ing those in education. Teachers, it’s time
to ask yourself an important question –
are you for yourselves, or your students?
Are you for yourselves, or your fellow
colleagues – teachers, administrators, and
others? Take a pay freeze – get paid
exactly what you got this year – and suck
it up just like the rest of us have to.

It’s time to stand up for the children –
the reason teachers exist in the first place.
Governor Christie’s cuts will save our
state. That is how dire this situation is.
With taxes increasingly going up, Chris
Christie has a plan to save our state, and
you are only one group of casualties. Deal

with it. It’s time for the unions to stop
being concerned about how much money
they can get, and start going back to what
they’re supposed to be doing – teaching.
We are in dire economic straits, and it’s
time for you to understand that and accept
that even if you deserve a raise, you’re not
going to get it – you should consider
yourself lucky that unions fight for you to
keep your jobs, unlike thousands of other
Americans who have lost their jobs in this
recession. Of course, at the moment unions
are more concerned with raises than keep-
ing jobs. Grow up, stop with the petty
insults. Your smear campaign isn’t work-
ing.

Sean Gaynor
Scotch Plains

It Took 12 hours for Man to Destroy
What Took Nature 150 years to Create

When I first saw Westfield, 30 years
ago, I was charmed by the blocks of
colonial houses framed by gorgeous old
oaks, huge evergreens and European
Beech. The beech have almost all suc-
cumbed to age and disease. They are gone
now. Still remaining are the stately oaks,
pines and other large deciduous trees.
Our lawn has 90-foot oaks, a very large,
healthy maple and a spruce almost twice
as tall as the house.

We bought our home 25 years ago.
Since that time, hundreds of children go-
ing to nearby elementary and middle
schools have walked under these trees.
Thousands of cars have passed, with driv-
ers dropping off children then heading to
work. A hundred seasons have come and
gone. If these trees are 150 years old, then
our children’s great-great grandparents
could easily have walked by them, as
well. The Red Oak is New Jersey’s State
Tree. They can grow to 140 feet and live
for 500 years.

It’s happening again. It is early morn-
ing and the machinery arrives. Workers
pile out of the trucks and the harsh sound
of the chainsaws begins. Which one is it
now? This time it is an 80-foot tall pine in

a neighbor’s yard. There it stands, majes-
tic and tall, with its long boughs waving in
the breeze. It has withstood this winter
and a hundred winters before. It has lived
through hurricanes, ice storms, winds and
droughts. It will not live through this.

Aren’t our trees grand? This spring
they are covered in flowers. The summer
brings leaves that shade us and clean the
air. Come autumn, red, orange and yel-
low leaves will fly everywhere. In winter,
oaks draw black outlines against the snow
while the conifers remain soft, green and
vibrant.

We live in the presence of these great
beings. The elegant homes and streets of
Westfield are dignified by these giant
trees, are they not? They lend an air of
stateliness and stability to the town. The
children here live with the trees as a
backdrop to their lives. It is part of their
inheritance.

Is beauty an important part of life? Is it
worth preserving?

For 25 years we have enjoyed, cher-
ished and cared for the tall trees on our
property. They are a little higher now but
basically unchanged. On the other hand,
my children are grown and gone. I am
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visibly older. Whether it is within 10, 15
or 25 years, in the foreseeable future we
will no longer by able to care for our
house. We will be gone, forever. Our
lifespan will be over. A young couple
with children will replace us.

The driveway has bumps from tree
roots. The sidewalks are uneven. The
lawn never gets enough sun to look like a
golf course. The foundation plantings are
scraggly. Bushels of leaves cover the
grass in autumn. If a tree were to blow
over, it could take out the third floor. Sun-
loving flowers don’t grow here. Perhaps,
one day, a truck with men and chainsaws
will come to this property. Once these
oaks are cut down, our grandchildren’s
children will not live long enough to see
their likes again.

Yesterday it took 12 hours for man to
destroy what it took nature 150 years to
create. If the towering oaks and ever-
greens of our town are to exist, they must
be valued by the people who own the land
on which they live. They are a gift to us
from nature and past generations. Trea-
sure our trees.

Dolores Mc Dermott
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ampullaceous – Shaped like a bottle

or inflated bladder
2. Simbil – A stork native to Africa
3. Holosericeous – Completely cov-

ered with minute silky hairs
4. Wurley – An Australian aboriginal

hut

CREPITACULUM
1. A rattle-like organ as of the rattle-

snake
2. An indentation or loophole in the top

of a battlement or wall
3. A burial vault
4. A wicker basket for holding fish

BATTUE
1. Needless repetition of words in speak-

ing or writing
2. A hunt conducted by driving game

from cover to a place near waiting hunters
3. To cry out loud; to howl
4. Poor; weak; without strength

PALAESTRIC
1. Heroic, said of a knight in

Charlemagne’s court
2. Suitable for a palace; large and or-

nate
3. Pertaining to wrestling
4. Pertaining to a large area, including

Europe, northern Asia, Arabia and Africa
CHTHONOPHAGIA

1. Eating only green plant life
2. Subsisting entirely on fish
3. The eating of raw flesh
4. An abnormal impulse to eat clay or

soil

Earth Day Recognizes Importance
Of Trees and Our Environment

Editor’s Note: The following is an updated editorial
from what we published on April 24, 2008.

Arbor Day, celebrated in America on the last Friday
in April, and Earth Day, which occurs April 25 world-
wide, seem to have much in common – most people
like trees and, presumably, most people like the Earth.

The first Arbor Day was celebrated in Nebraska on
April 10, 1872. By 1920, 45 states celebrated Arbor
Day. Today, Arbor Day is observed in all 50 states and
in many countries around the world.

The Arbor Day Foundation fosters the Tree City
USA program, in cooperation with the USDA Forest
Service and the National Association of State Forest-
ers.

According to the foundation, the program “creates
a framework for action, education, a positive public
image and citizen pride.”

There are more than 3,000 communities in Tree City
USA. New Jersey has 155 towns in the program out of
3,400 towns total. In Union County, the following
eight (of 21) towns are members: Berkeley Heights,
Clark, Cranford, Fanwood, Linden, Rahway, Spring-
field and Summit. Whether a member of the program
or not, all towns in the county cherish our wonderful
trees.

As a side note, Clean Communities Day events are
a great opportunity for neighbors to gather to clean up
our parks and waterways of everything from old tires
to trash and everything else others have discarded into
our environment. We applaud their efforts.

This time of the year, New Jersey trees are beautiful
as spring has sprung.The state tree is the red oak,
adopted in 1950. Its acorns were an important food for
the Lenape Indians. The tree has brilliant scarlet
leaves, which turn in the fall.

Trees contribute considerably to our wellbeing –
and the Earth’s wellbeing, too. So, when celebrating
Earth Day, remember the trees and what they do for us
– both from a health standpoint as well as their beauty.

Two months after man first landed on the moon
(Neil Armstrong – July 16, 1969), people in Septem-
ber got together in Seattle with a new appreciation for
the Earth. U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson announced

that in the spring of 1970, there would be a nationwide
grassroots demonstration on the environment.  Earth
Week originated in Philadelphia in 1970. U.S. Senator
Edmund Muskie, author of the Clean Air Act of 1970,
was one of the speakers during the festivities.

On a side note, 1970 was also the year the draft for
the Vietnam War was reinstated for the first time since
World War II.

Today, Earth Day international network reaches 192
countries.

Earth Day is the only event celebrated simulta-
neously around the globe by people of all back-
grounds, faiths and nationalities. More than a half
billion people participate.

There’s been considerable progress since 1969 – our
water has been cleaned up, and much has been done
about the air. There are several setbacks, whether one
believes global warming/climate change is real or not.
It’s all about energy.

Gasoline will be increasing again this summer;
consumption is higher than ever, and we have no real
energy plan.

We’ve wasted nearly 40 years of engineering knowl-
edge and time to do something about it in dealing with
the energy crisis in the United States – going from 40
percent foreign oil dependency to now more than 70
percent foreign dependency. Our cars are bigger than
ever, and the world population is exploding.

We’re cutting down the rain forests at a record pace.
One might say that at least it’s encouraging that we

now recognize the problem. Unfortunately, we knew
about it then and started cleaning up the water and air
in the 1960s – started addressing the energy crisis in
the 1970s. The energy progress all came to a sudden
stop by the end of the 1970s. And now, we are energy
hostages of foreign enemies – and the engineers to fix
the problem have dwindled. It does little good to be
chasing windmills.

We think it’s time, no matter how brazen, for our
leadership to inspire, to lead us, so we can again land
a man on the moon within the decade – all the while
reminding us how beautiful the Earth is.

Thank You for WBL
Opening Day Parade
The WBL [Westfield Baseball League]

would like to thank the many people who
volunteered their time in making this our
7 annual Opening Day parade and carni-
val a success. Charlie Bowman, Kathy
Lamastra, Sandy White and Marie
Glassman were great along with many
volunteers for putting this event together.

Five girls from Roosevelt were spec-
tacular in singing our National Anthem;
namely Ellie Shepard, Maggie LaFemina,
Katie LaFemina, Kristin Mahler and Katie
Eliades.

Thank you Rescue Squad, mayor and
council, fire deptartment, especially Chief
Dan Kelly, police deptartment, especially
Scott and Jason Rodger, the field crew,
especially Tony Cuccarro.

Thank you to the many people that
make this event special to 1,400 children
of Westfield.

Lastly, thank you to the Girls’ Softball
League, namely Ed Ronk, Gary Fox and
John Fietkewicz for joining our festivi-
ties this year. They were a welcomed
addition.

Thank you to all the players and their
families who participated in this year’s
event. Enjoy the rest of your baseball
season.

The WBL
Leo White

To Reach Us
email: editor@goleader.com


