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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 
Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 ext 4122. It’s your Library … make the most of it 

The Long, Continuing 
War Between  

New Jersey and   
New York City 

 
Thursday, April 29  7:00 pm 

Presented by 
Professor Michael Aaron Rockland 

Professor Michael Aaron Rockland 
from the American Studies Depart-
ment at Rutgers University speaks 
about ongoing fights over jobs, taxes, 
transportation and culture. He is the 
author of many books, including 
"Looking for America on the New Jer-
sey Turnpike” and "The George Wash-
ington Bridge: Poetry in Steel."

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Asm. Joseph Azzolina
Passes Away at 84

Former Assemblyman Joseph
Azzolina, a retired United States Navy
captain, died last Thursday at Saint
Vincent’s Hospital in New York at the
age of 84.

Mr. Azzolina was first elected to the
State Assembly in 1965, and re-elected
in 1967 and 1969. He was elected to
the State Senate in 1971. After losing
his bid for a second term in 1973, Mr.
Azzolina returned to the Assembly in
1985. After unsuccessful State Senate
and Congressional runs in the late
1980s, he was elected for a third tenure
in the State Assembly in 1991, where
he stayed until 2005.

A Middletown resident, he founded
Food Circus Supermarkets, Inc.,
which operated 10 SuperFoodtown
stores in Monmouth, Ocean and
Middlesex Counties.

He served as of chairman of the
state’s USS New Jersey Battleship
Commission.

Funeral arrangements were pend-
ing as of Friday.

Ten of 13 NJ House Members
Face Prim. Election Challenges
Six incumbent Democrats and four

incumbent Republicans face Primary
challenges in their bids for reelection
to Congress. Facing challenging are
Democrats Rob Andrews, John Adler,
Frank Pallone, Steve Rothman,
Donald Payne and Albio Sires. Re-
publicans being opposed are Frank
LoBiondo, Chris Smith, Leonard
Lance and Rodney Frelinghuysen.

The three Congressmen not op-
posed are Republican Scott Garrett
and Democrats William Pascrell and
Rush Holt. New Jersey’s Primary will
be held Tuesday, June 8.

Mr. Hooks, Former NAACP
Leader, Dies at 85; Served on FCC

Benjamin Hooks, former execu-
tive director of the NAACP and the
first African-American appointed to
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC), died at 85, the Asso-
ciated Press reported. President Ri-
chard Nixon nominated Mr. Hooks in
1972. He resigned after five years to
lead the NAACP.

Pennacchio Says State
Must Address UI Fund

Senator Joe Pennacchio (R-26,
Morris Plains), a member of the Sen-
ate Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee, said he is concerned with the
quickly approaching deadline to fin-
ish reforming the state’s Unemploy-
ment Insurance (UI) Fund.

“If we do nothing, the UI fund
trigger will trip an automatic $484
per-employee tax on businesses, July
1, 2010. Total cost to businesses is
nearly $1 billion, according to the
Acting Commissioner of Labor. This
tax increase would have a devastating
effect on the already-fragile business
climate in New Jersey,” the senator
said.

Morris School Board Member
Wins $211 Mil. In Powerball
Morris School District Board of

Education member Sandra McNeil
of Morristown, who held the lone
winning ticket for a $211.7 million
Powerball jackpot last month, has
claimed her prize, according the press
accounts.

She chose a lump-sum award of
$101.6 million before federal and state
withholding taxes are deducted. She
bought her ticket for the March 13
drawing at a deli in Morris Plains.

Mobile Paper-Shredding Program
To Visit Plainfield and Cranford

CRANFORD — Union County’s
mobile paper-shredding program for
personal documents will be available
on Friday, April 23, at Cedar Brook
Park in Plainfield and on Saturday,
April 24, on the campus of Union
County College in Cranford.

The mobile document-shredding
service helps residents eliminate clut-
ter and assists with recycling efforts.
The April 23 shredding event will
take place in Cedar Brook Park, off
Park Avenue in Plainfield. The April
24 shredding event will take place at
Union County College, 1033 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford. Both events
will take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
rain or shine — limited to the capac-
ity of the truck.

All Union County residents are eli-
gible to use the service. Documents
should not be bound. Please remove

plastic binders and paperclips. Resi-
dents should continue to recycle non-
confidential papers and magazines
with their municipal recycling pro-
gram.

Documents are put into containers
provided by the shredding company.
The items are then dumped onto a
conveyor belt and put through the
shredder. Participants are welcome
to view the process via a closed-
circuit television. The shredded docu-
ments are then shipped to paper mills
and used as pulp.

The next shredding event will take
place on Wednesday, May 12, at Union
Public Works, 1 Swanstrom Place,
Union, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information or direc-
tions, call the recycling hotline at
(908) 654-9889 or see ucnj.org/re-
cycle.

Freeholder Board Set to Vote
On $2.8 Mil. in ARRA Projects

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday signed off on resolutions
totaling $2.8 million for road improve-
ments. The projects are funded through
the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA). The board is ex-
pected to vote on the contracts at
tonight’s regular meeting.

The projects include improvements
to the following Elizabeth intersections:
Summer Street and South Broad Street,
South Street at South Broad Street, and
Pearl Street at Washington Avenue,
$416,018; West Jersey and Clifton
Streets, West Grand and Chilton Streets,
Orchard and Chilton Streets, and Or-
chard and Cherry Streets, $741,000.

In Plainfield, Park Avenue corridor
improvements will be completed at
9th Street, Randolph Road, and South
End Parkway/Park Drive, and 8th
Street and Thornton Avenue, at a cost
of $565,894. Another $270,099 will
be used for improvements to traffic
signals and for equipment upgrades
and improvements at Broad and King
Streets in Elizabeth, and Lower Road
in Elizabeth and Hillside. All of the
above projects are to be awarded to
Fai-Gon Electric, Inc. In addition, Tif-
fany Electric, Inc. of Fairfield is set to
receive a $376,693 contract for inter-
section improvements at Springfield
and Orange Avenues and Springfield
and North Union Avenues in Cranford.

During Thursday’s meeting, Larry
Caroselli, director of finance, noted
that the board would need to vote to
amend a previously approved $3-mil-
lion ordinance regarding improve-
ments at the Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Kenilworth. The previous ordinance
included construction of the new club-
house at the golf course, and work-
shop and storage buildings and open-

air truck garages at the service yard.
The revised ordinance will include all of
the above, along with the design and
construction of a learning center and
various improvements to the golf course.
Mr. Caroselli said there would be no
change in the cost of the $3.9 million
project, which was bonded over 20 years.

The board agenda meeting, which
lasted 15 minutes, was followed by an
expected lengthy executive session. Dis-
cussed were contract negotiations rela-
tive to the Union County Utilities Au-
thority, the Oakwood Plaza Redevelop-
ment Project in Elizabeth, contract ne-
gotiations with the New Jersey State
Golf Association, potential real estate
acquisitions, attorney-client privileged
communications, and contract negotia-
tions with the Borough of Fanwood and
with the Berkeley Aquatic Club.

The board also considered extend-
ing a contract to James M. Davy Asso-
ciates, LLC of Pennington to provide
shared service consulting services from
May 31 of this year through May 30,
2011. A former Westfield resident,
Mr. Davy previously served as com-
missioner of human services for Gov-
ernor James McGreevey and was
Woodbridge business administrator
when Mr. McGreevey was governor.

The board first hired him in 2007
when it approved a $44,000, one-year
contract. Board members extended the
contract in 2008 through the spring of
2009 at no added cost, and authorized
another $42,000 contract last June.

The board began Thursday’s meeting
with a moment of silence for former
Rep. Bob Franks, who died earlier this
month of cancer at the age of 58. Free-
holder Chairman Dan Sullivan said Mr.
Franks served “with distinction and
honor” in representing the 7th Congres-
sional District for eight years and, previ-
ously, state legislative districts covering
parts of Union County for 13 years.

Community Center Severs
Ties with WF United Fund

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In a letter delivered to the
Westfield United Fund (WUF) and copied to
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Monday, the Westfield
Community Center (WCC) stated its inten-
tion to sever ties with the funding agency
after more than 50 years as a member.

Aligned with the WUF since 1958, the
WCC has been the recipient of $3,240,347
during that time. The WCC cares for seniors
and children, and according to WUF’s ex-
ecutive director, Linda Maggio, “the most
important program of the Community Cen-
ter was providing an after-school program
for disabled children who attend Westfield
public schools.”

When hearing news of the divorce, Ms.
Maggio said she was “floored.”

“We had certain agency criteria that we
require all agencies to do…We had been
working very closely with the Community
Center because we were concerned about
their finances and concerned about providing
adequate board supervision,” she said. “We’re
leaving the door open [for them] to come back.
[We are] disappointed because we were trying
so hard to get them to succeed.”

In the WCC’s letter, it states that due to
requirements placed on them by the WUF
and the “extraordinary time expended by
the WCC to address these requirements
with little or no noticeable progress,” the
WCC board of directors concluded that it
had “lost concentration” on its main pur-
pose – “to serve those who are particularly
underserved in Westfield and surrounding
communities.”

WUF board member Donnell Carr said
the relationship with WUF was becoming a
“burden.” Mr. Carr, who has just returned
from a yearlong sabbatical, said it was time
to “get the burden off our backs...Therefore,
we decided to buckle down. We know it’s a
risk without a major funder...We have the
utmost respect for the United Fund, but we
felt we couldn’t comply with their require-
ments,” he said. “This is the first wave to get
back on course.”

The requirements placed on WCC, ac-
cording to WUF President David Foltz,
were to combat WCC’s fragile finances.
Some steps encouraged by the WCC, ac-
cording to Mr. Foltz, included listing a
vacant lot across the street from the center
for sale and considering leasing a bus in-
stead of owning one.

“They had been concerned…[WCC
board member] Wally Brown came to us
and said, ‘Our budget isn’t balanced, and
we’ve for a second time tapped out our line
of credit, and we need help,’” Mr. Foltz said.
“We jointly identified nine things that they
can do as a business strategy to improve
operations, and they balked at committing
to do these things.”

Mr. Foltz said he was “dumbfounded” as
to why WCC would sever a relationship
that spanned more than half a century.

“I’m not sure why they want to fire us,”
Mr. Foltz said. “I’m not sure how it helps
them…I certainly wasn’t looking to break
up and wasn’t expecting it.”

Mr. Foltz said the WUF pays for pro-

grams; the WCC is responsible for funding
its overhead. For 2010, the WUF was set to
allocate $103,550 to the organization, pend-
ing steps taken to balance the budget.

“We have money we have set aside; we
want to give it to them, but we really can’t,”
he said. Later, he said, “If they don’t want
our money, we’ll have to find somebody
else to serve the community because there
are definitely needs out there.”

The letter, signed by the WCC’s board
members, also speaks of a “lack of confidence”
that the WCC had in the member agency.

Mr. Foltz disputed that claim, saying,
“The only lack of confidence we had was in
their board actually committing to do some-
thing. They’ve talked about a lot of things,
but when it came to put up or shut up, they
have never been willing to make a
decision…We were not confident they were
operating as a unified group, and I think the
letter is evidence that they’re not.”

Of course, Mr. Foltz said, the group is
permitted to function completely indepen-
dently from WUF.

When asked if and how the WCC will
function without the WUF’s contributions,
Mr. Carr responded, “That’s a very good
question. We have to some real work. We
have to really wake up and rebuild.”

He said there may be some temporary
suspensions of programs and that the WCC
board was meeting this past Tuesday night
to discuss the situation further and get a full
handle on the financial situation.

“With our relationship with the United
Fund, I felt we were listening more to them
than ourselves,” Mr. Carr said. “We need to
accept responsibility for ourselves...We need
to bite the bullet and move forward.”

WCC Board Member Lawrence
Brown spoke to The Leader and The
Times on Tuesday night. He said, “Truth-
fully, we were not raising enough mon-
ies on our own. A whole year after rais-
ing money in 2008 [as part of a success-
ful auction at Temple Emanu-El], we ran
into a $14,000 shortfall. We were urged
to request money from the United Fund,
and I refused to do that. I thought it was
our responsibility, not for us to ask any-
one for funds.”

Mr. Brown said last year, multiple new
board members, whom he refused to name,
discouraged the WCC from running the
same auction again in 2009 due to fears that
the event would not be successful with the
impending recession.

These new members, who he said are no
longer active, “were not serving in the best
interests” of the WCC. When the proposal to
have an auction was voted down, Mr. Brown
said that smacked of a “lack of confidence”
in the WCC and was a “deliberate attempt to
railroad us into a deficit problem.”

“That doomed us,” Mr. Brown said. “We
had overcome that shortfall [similar in scope
to the $14,000] in the past.”

With the decision to sever ties, Mr. Brown
said the organization is effectively doing
what the United Fund wants – “to stop
depending on them for funding.”

“They’ve been very gracious to us,” Mr.
Brown said. “It hurts that this relationship has
to end, but we are trying to protect our legacy.”

Union County Offers History

Grant Workshop, April 27
WESTFIELD – Union County is

sponsoring a free grant-writing work-
shop for Union County-based non-profit
groups, including historical societies,
historic house museums, libraries and
similar organizations seeking funding
for a history program or project merit-
ing funding through the 2011 Union
County History Grant Program.

The workshop will be conducted from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 27,
at the Union County Annex, located at
300 North Avenue East in Westfield.
History grant program staff will
present an overview of the grant pro-
gram and a step-by-step approach to
preparing the application budget. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to come pre-
pared to discuss their project or pro-
gram ideas. Grant applications and
guidelines will be available at the
workshop. The grant period runs from
September 1, 2010, through August
31, 2011. The maximum request for a
General Operating Support (GOS)
grant is $7,500. Other nonprofit
groups may request a Special Project
Grant of up to $5,000 to expand his-
tory programming. To confirm atten-

dance, call (908) 436-2912 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Man Charged With
Criminal Trespassing
ROSELLE PARK — Union County

sheriff’s officers apprehended a Con-
necticut man last week after he failed
to appear in court to face charges
stemming from an incident involving
criminal trespass and a samurai sword.

Ramel Wood, 23, was arrested March
14 after he walked into a house in
Roselle Park with his 5-year-old son
while carrying a foot-long samurai
sword, authorities said. The homeowner
did not know Wood, who was charged
with criminal trespassing, making ter-
roristic threats and possession of a
weapon for unlawful purposes.

 Wood was released from the Union
County jail on March 16 after posting
$20,000 in bail but failed to appear for
his March 19 court date, authorities
said.

Sheriff’s officers arrested Wood on
Seton Avenue in Roselle Park. He is
being held at the county jail.


